
 
 
June 1, 2019 

 

Dear Class of 2021 Parents: 

 

We hope that this letter finds you well. Next year we will start to work with the juniors on the college 

counseling process. We will start with group meetings in November, and we will meet with them 

individually beginning in January. One element of the college application process that immediately arises is 

standardized testing. 

 

Most colleges and universities require students to submit an ACT or SAT Reasoning Test score as part of 

their application. Next year we are recommending that all juniors take the SAT in December and the ACT in 

February. We believe that students should take the ACT and SAT at least once so they can decide which test 

best fits with their learning style and ability. Also, by taking the SAT and ACT in the winter, it will allow the 

students to use the spring to take SAT Subject Tests and/or the ACT and SAT Reasoning Test again. 

 

Registration is open for the SAT through the March 2020 date. You can register for the SAT at 

collegeboard.org. The Lawrence Academy school code, or CEEB code, as it is sometimes called, is 220940 

and the test center number is 22404. Students should register for the optional writing section on the SAT. 

 

ACT registration will open by mid-July. The ACT can be accessed at their website actstudent.org. For the 

ACT, the Lawrence Academy school code is also 220940, and the test center number is 199460. Students 

should register for the optional writing section on the ACT. 

 

Students with a documented learning difference, who have a report on file in our Studies Office, and who 

wish to take the tests with extended time will receive a mailing from the Academic Support Office which 

will explain how to access accommodations. 

 

While it is generally agreed that familiarity with the format of the SAT and ACT can improve a student’s 

performance on those tests, there is no one “best” way to prepare for them. Some students do well with no 

formal preparation; others do their best after completing a formal test prep course.  

 

Both the College Board and the ACT offer test-preparation questions on their websites. These are free, and 

can be very beneficial to the student who visits the sites faithfully over a period of weeks. Furthermore, both 

organizations publish booklets containing sample questions and answers and test-taking tips for registered 

students. These are available for free in the college office; we strongly encourage every student to spend two 

or three hours with these booklets before taking a test for the first time.  Also, College Board has partnered 

with Khan Academy to create a library of instructional materials that offer excellent preparation for the SAT. 

Students can create their own free account at https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat.  

 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat


 

Private tutoring and formal test-preparation courses are widely available. Lawrence Academy has contracted 

with Summit Educational Group, a locally-based organization, to offer an SAT prep course on Sunday’s 

beginning in September. They will also offer an ACT prep class that will start in December. Flyers for the 

SAT class and the ACT class are attached. Please contact any member of the college counseling staff if you 

have questions about test prep or the courses being offered by Summit Educational Group. 

 

If you have any questions about the information in this letter or about the college counseling process at 

Lawrence Academy, please feel free to contact us. We hope you have a wonderful summer. 

 

Best Wishes, 

 
Sean Sheehan 

Director of College Counseling 
 


