
 
 

Below is a “loose” transcript of the ‘Question and Answer’ session with the college 

admissions panel from Saturday, February 3, 2018.  

 

LP: Logan Powell, Dean of Admissions, Brown University 

RM: Robert McGann, Director of Admissions, University of New Hampshire 

LS: Luigi Solla, Associate Dean of Admissions, Wesleyan University 

MS: Mario Silva-Rosa, Director of Admissions, Bentley University 

 

Brown (BR), Wesleyan (W), Bentley (B), UNH (U) 

 

Lawrence Academy has a robust Honors curriculum, but does not offer an AP curriculum. 

Are AP exams relevant or not relevant if a school does not offer AP classes? Should 

students consider taking AP exams if they are not taking the AP class? 

LP: Almost every year there are adjustments made in admissions to a colleges testing policy; not 

many students submit AP scores anymore; when we see them unless we see a 1 or 2 which 

would be a concern, they really don’t influence anything in the process; certainly happy to see 

the scores, but we are seeing fewer AP scores submitted; focus on what is required of the school 

because that is where we focus our attention in the admissions review; that being said, our first 

look is always going to be the transcript that is the single most important part of your application 

RM: Students will never be held for things beyond their control; if your school does not offer AP 

classes, the college will never expect you to have that in your curriculum or a test score; colleges 

are questioning the value of AP courses and tests and not necessarily taking those tests for credit 

anymore (although they could at some schools).  

 

This early in the process, should students be contacting colleges of interest to express 

interest? 

LS: The most important right now is to explore colleges – creating a list, visiting campuses 

would be the best step right now; we (admissions officers) are all knee deep in reading 

applications for seniors and not necessarily focus on juniors; once May starts rolling around and 

you have identified institutions that are more appealing to you, yes, introduce yourself via email 

and start a dialogue at that point. 

LP: This does bring up the concept of demonstrated interest – you are about to get bombarded 

with emails and brochures, bear in mind that we in admissions will know if you receive an email, 

if you open an email, if you click on a link in an email – SO, if you are really interested in an 

institution and demonstrated interest matters to that institution, you need to pay attention to all of 

those touch points (communications, campus visits, speaking to the admissions representative at 

a college fair, filling out the card at a fair, your conversation with the admissions receptionist on 

the phone or during a campus visit, your demeanor on a tour, etc.). These could all get tracked in 

your file (before you even apply) and weigh in to the admissions review process. 



 

How do you view two or more transcripts for students who have transferred to Lawrence 

Academy – both for domestic and international students? 

RM: We won’t combine the experiences – we will look at each transcript in the context of each 

school system; we will also consider the transition experience based on information from you as 

the student as well as what your counselor shares about the transition; switching high schools 

happens quite frequently and colleges are experienced in considering these transfers/transitions. 

MS: It is really helpful for the student to explain the various school experiences as well as the 

transition; we pay close attention to whether we think that the student can be successful at our 

institution. 

 

Are colleges looking for students who are hyperfocused on one specific area or coming 

from a broad range of experiences (in regards to academics)? 

MS: As a specialty institution, we pay attention to your entire background, but we are certainly 

looking for students who have an affinity for the business field – 95% of our students are 

interested in business, but we do have a few students interested in a combination of business with 

another area; this would hold true for schools which actually have a specific focus. 

RM: In high school you don’t need to worry about what you think you want to do in college or 

beyond; in high school, you should be focusing on all core subjects (5 cores – English, math, 

history, science, and foreign language); our business faculty want you to take a broad curriculum 

in high school to develop a broad foundation; part of the experience of going to college is to 

navigate different fields to eventually choose a focus; we do not expect, nor do we want, you to 

narrow your academic interest in high school. 

SEAN SHEEHAN: I recently read statistics that stated that 80% of students change their major 

in college, and 5 years out of college 70% of students are working in jobs unrelated to their 

college major. 

 

What role can the interview play in the admissions process and do you have any advice 

regarding the interview? 

LS: The interview, first and foremost, is set up to be a moment for the student to learn more 

about the institution; at the schools I have most recently worked at, Brandeis and Wesleyan, 

current students interview prospective students, mainly for the prospective student to get a better 

sense of the fit of the institution; students should interview if they feel they might be better able 

to talk about something that might show up in their application versus writing about it (EX. a 

grade trend upwards, a school transfer, or a disciplinary sanction); also depending on the school, 

the interview can be a strong point of demonstrated interest. 

MS: Do your homework and prepare yourself before you go into an interview, not necessarily to 

answer questions that may be asked of you, but for YOU as the prospective student to ask some 

critical questions that may be helpful in your search (don’t ask questions that can easily be 

answered on the website or in their print materials – ask questions that may be key for you in 

determining the fit of the school) 

RM: Realize that no matter how great the interview is, it will never compensate for relatively 

poor grades; the same goes for demonstrated interest or a great essay – those pieces will not 

overshadow the transcript or test scores if you are way off the mark for the expectations of the 

school 

LP: The essay and interview are your two moments where you can communicate directly with us 

(admission) and you control the entire message; 98% of life is showing up – the interview is sort 

of like that as well – if you apply to an institution that says the interview is optional, but 

recommended, recommended does not really mean recommended – it means the most 



competitive applicants are doing it; the interview often makes a difference in the margins – 

students who fill all the other buckets. 

 

Do you evaluate private school GPA differently than public school GPA? 

LS: Your application will be reviewed within the context of your high school – curricular 

offerings, GPA – we cannot compare GPA’s across high schools 

 

How do colleges evaluate the NGP (specialty programs)? 

LS: Again, it is the context of the high school. LA has determined that in 9th grade, these are the 

skills that students will learn and we (admissions) will review grades based on how they are 

developing as students; if students are meeting expectations as they move beyond the NGP, we 

feel confident in the skills they learned in the NGP. 

MS: Schools take the time to understand the curriculum at each school we are reading for to 

understand the normal academic progression at each, particular school; it is a disservice for 

colleges who do not do their homework; for example, if I have a new counselor on my staff, I 

make sure they are immersed in understanding the schools they are responsible for; it is often 

about the relationships between college admissions offices and college counseling offices. 

SEAN: The past two years, our office has researched the average GPA and average test score at 

every school where our seniors matriculate to compare their GPA and test score. In last year’s 

class we found that 88% of the class had a lower GPA than the average accepted GPA at the 

school where they matriculated; we found that 93% of the class had lower test scores than the 

average accepted test score at the school where they matriculated.  

 

Do you superscore the SAT and/or ACT – what does this mean – is it common? 

BR: We probably need to go down the line to explain our own policies as we recognize we are 

all very different and it is likely the most confusing part of the process; my advice is for you to 

create a grid/spreadsheet for every school you apply to in regards to deadlines and testing 

policies as they will likely be different at every school; ask your counselor about which scores to 

submit and pay attention to the suggested dates for taking these standardized tests (including 

Subject tests) – put a calendar together for yourself 

 SUPERSCORE: you send in your test administration sittings and the institution will take 

the highest score by section; we take the highest individual components and make the 

highest score out of 1600; in some cases, colleges will allow you to choose to send the 

highest section by test setting 

 ACT: takes your highest sub-section score to create a new composite; there are far fewer 

schools who will superscore the ACT whereas most schools will superscore the SAT 

LP: Brown will superscore the SAT, but not ACT; we require the writing section for both 

LS: Wesleyan will superscore the SAT – we only ever see the highest 2 section scores – we 

never see how many times you’ve taken the tests nor your lower scores; we do not superscore the 

ACT. 

 Wesleyan is Test Optional which means we do not require submission of a test score; ask 

your counselor about whether you should submit scores or not at a school which is test 

optional based on your individual score 

MS: Bentley will superscore the SAT – we only see highest scores, we do not require writing; we 

do not superscore the ACT. 

RM: We will superscore the SAT; do not superscore the ACT 

 



If during senior year someone has a passion for a subject area, how do you view doubling 

up in that subject area up and dropping another subject? I.e. if a student has a love of 

science could they take Physics and Anatomy in senior year and drop history? 

LP: While it is not advised to drop a solid/core course in your senior year, if you do drop a class 

you must replace it with another solid/core course. You also need to show interest in that area 

within your application, and further, know the academic expectations of the institutions you are 

applying to. 

 

I read a statistic that 30-40% of students do not graduate from the institution where they 

originally matriculate. What do you do within your institution to help students transition 

and stay at your school? What can parents and students do to prepare for the transition to 

college? 

LS: To get a better sense of graduation rates at institutions, evidence to look for very early on is 

the institutions retention or persistence rate – you can find these statistics in guidebooks or 

perhaps on our print/web information; most institutions begin with a fairly typical orientation 

process which is the starting point of the transition with programming to identify peers and other 

helpful resources – there are class deans, faculty, and staff members who can also be key 

resources as advisors; be aware that in many instances we have students who do not tap into all 

of the resources available; our goal is to make students and families aware of who and what is 

available to do everything possible to get/keep students on track. 

 There is so much adrenaline surrounding the acceptance and matriculation, yet when 

students set foot on campus they begin to get nervous about the transition  

 “imposter syndrome” – do I really belong on this campus, everyone else has friends and 

feels comfortable, but I’m not sure where I fit in  

o EVERYONE feels this way; recognize that the college admitted you because they 

know you can be a strong and valued member of our community in and out of the 

classroom 

RM: This speaks a lot to the hard questions that students needs to ask of themselves – am I well-

suited for this school – what is my learning style – what are my expectations for my college 

career – do I learn well in an auditorium of 200 or do I perform and learn better in a small 

discussion based classroom; think about the possibility of these choices and implications for your 

learning and college environment; I know it is difficult, but try and imagine your development 

over the next year and a half as well as through college – try and find the environment where you 

will thrive – if you are a passive student or stand back in extracurriculars, UNH as a mid to large 

sized institution might not be the right setting for you 

LP: This speaks to the idea of grit – at some point in your college career, you will come up 

against difficult times, challenging times, and you have to work your way through it; don’t 

mistake challenge for the wrong choice; you will come up against difficult times that you have to 

work through 

 

I have heard the admissions process for an international student can be more selective than 

a domestic student. Is this true? 

LS: International students applying for financial aid (FA) can be even more selective – we 

(Wesleyan) only admit 2-3% of international students applying for FA; other than that, 

international students are reviewed in similar ways to domestic applicants – we place great value 

on diversity on our campus and believe that students coming from areas around the world can 

only add to the richness of our diversity and experience of our community. 



LP: if you have been here for 2-4 years, we will read you in the context of the LA curriculum – 

so, if you are not applying for FA you could be at an advantage because you will bring 

geographic diversity – you will add an international perspective and we know international 

students who have studied in the U.S. are already acclimated to school in the U.S. 

 

For students who have learning differences, should they disclose or not disclose and how 

are they evaluated? 

RM: There are roughly 4000 colleges in the country – all have relative strengths and weaknesses 

– colleges will not have different graduation requirements or programming for students with 

learning differences; if the students has the skill set in high school that we believe can be 

successful at our school, we don’t care if they have a learning difference – HOWEVER, learning 

about support and resources available at a college or university should be part of the family’s 

homework when they are researching schools. 

MS: There are certain colleges who will cater to a population of students with learning 

differences; that being said, we are all required by law to offer reasonable accommodations 

LP: It is important to recognize that there is a difference between reasonable accommodations at 

high schools versus colleges – our definition of reasonable is different than your high school – I 

advise that you reach out to the office of disability services at the schools you are considering 

and ask what is offered or available. 

 

Could you share some helpful advice or insight about the college essay? 

LP: Avoid gimmicky essays – the harder you try to make your essay gimmicky the more likely it 

will not go over well; don’t be too cute; if you’re not funny, don’t try to be funny in your essay; 

YOU should be the author of your essay; don’t overthink it, be YOU. 

LS: Start early! April start time is brilliant (referring to our required April essay workshop for 

juniors) – if you get your essay done by August at the latest, you will be in good shape; once 

your senior year starts, you will have so many other things that you have to do, including, but not 

exclusively applying to college; do not put yourself in a position to rush your essay; give 

yourself time to effectively communicate something YOU want to describe yourself 

MS: Ask someone who doesn’t know you to read your essay; we can tell when someone sits 

down two days before the application is due; we can also tell when someone is hired or an adult 

is “over-editing” an essay; write, re-write, proof-read. 

RM: Colleges have realistic expectations of what we are going to read from a high school essay, 

be comfortable with your writing level; write about something that is important to you – we are 

not expecting you to solve world problems; it does not have to be earth shattering if it is 

insightful and well thought out; keep in mind your grades and performance over your years in 

high school will still outweigh the essay 

College Office: Below we have provided links to three college websites which give advice on the 

college essay as well as examples of strong college essays. 

Connecticut College: https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/ 

Tufts University: http://admissions.tufts.edu/apply/advice/past-essays/ 

Bowdoin College: http://dailysun.bowdoin.edu/2012/11/scott-meiklejohn-an-essay-on-essays/ 

 

Can you leave us with one last piece of advice? 

RM: This process is about you, beware of external recommendations; find reliable sources of 

information when looking at colleges to help guide you in your research. 

MS: Engage with institutions you are interested in – several years ago it used to be “just visit” - 

today you need to engage through various mediums with schools – in some ways to show 

interest, but also to ensure that you have the best understanding of what the school is all about so 

https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
http://admissions.tufts.edu/apply/advice/past-essays/
http://admissions.tufts.edu/apply/advice/past-essays/
http://dailysun.bowdoin.edu/2012/11/scott-meiklejohn-an-essay-on-essays/
http://dailysun.bowdoin.edu/2012/11/scott-meiklejohn-an-essay-on-essays/


you can judge the fit; make sure you are having open dialogue between students and parents 

about expectations and goals of the student/parents - come to a good understanding together. 

LS: If time and resources allow, I highly advise visiting campuses - it truly is the best way to 

observe the overall community; engage with current students (often through tours) because they 

live and breathe the “everyday” of the campus – students will show you the most authentic view 

of the school. 

LP: Try not to let the stress of the process overwhelm you, take this process in stride, time out 

the process to avoid stress as best you can; take it as an opportunity to learn more about who you 

are and your goals and aspirations; when you receive your decisions – if you don’t get into a 

school, never take it as a statement of your worth – it has to do with institutional priorities – in 

many cases when we have to deny a student, we are sitting around a table saying “this is an 

amazing student, I wish we had room to accept them.” 

 

A Few Questions and Answers from the February 2017 College Panel: 

 

What is the most common reason you would deny a student? 

 Poor grades. 

 Academics. I would add that if you have a grade dip at some point, but you can explain it, 

it can be helpful. Perhaps there was an issue such as an illness, a concussion, a family 

issue – let us know so we can make sense of your transcript. 

 We are not looking to deny you; we are looking to accept you. That being said, grades 

and classes are the first thing we look at because we want to make sure that our students 

are prepared to handle our curriculum.  

 Grades and high school curriculum. Make sure when you consider your college list, pay 

attention to the academics at the schools. Babson is very quantitative so I will make sure 

that our applicants took at least Precalculus and did well. Will every school focus on this 

indicator? Not necessarily. But we will because it is important for our curriculum. 

 

Do you tend to look more at GPA or the letter grades? 

 Liberal Arts School: We will focus on your five core courses – English, history, math, 

science, and language. We won’t put as much focus on electives or courses outside of 

those core courses so we will put the most weight on the grades you received in those 

courses. We will compute our own GPA for you based on the five core courses. 

 Business School: When we look at GPA we will consider it based on YOUR high school, 

and not weigh it against a student’s GPA at another school. Now at Babson, we may put 

more weight on the grades you received in your math courses. 

 Engineering School: We will put the most weight on your math and science classes. If 

you have a high GPA, but your strongest grades and honors courses are in the humanities, 

you might not be as strong of an applicant in our pool. GPA and grades are important, but 

your course selection is extremely important. 

 

What types of financial aid exist? What is the difference between FA and merit aid? 

 Financial aid or “need-based” aid provide information on how much your family can 

contribute to paying the tuition. Merit aid is like a scholarship from the school and the 

school can determine what they want to award merit aid for – test scores, extracurriculars, 

etc. A school that really, really wants you might offer merit aid to sweeten the deal. A 

school that is a reach for you will likely not offer you merit aid. Do not bank on merit aid 

when you are thinking about how you will pay for college. 



 Research has shown that 56% of families will cross a school off the list just based on 

price alone. Please make sure you get a better understanding of what role financial aid 

can play for a school before you cross it off. Many schools with high price tags have a 

commitment to financial aid and will be able to fund your student. Many schools with a 

lower price tag may not be able to meet financial need. The pricier school may end of 

being more affordable. If money is a factor, do your research and engage with the 

admissions and financial aid office at each school. 

 By law, every school must put a Net Price Calculator (NPC) on their website. You can 

input your finances into the NPC and it can give you a ballpark idea of what you might 

expect to pay at that particular institution. 

 Sean Sheehan: If paying for college is going to be an issue, we suggest that families have 

that conversation earlier rather than at the end of the process. We also suggest that 

students put one or two state schools on a list. As a school we have contracted with a 

group called, Smart Track College Funding Kit to help parents as they consider how best 

to pay for college. 

 

 

https://collegefundingkit.com/Register/SCHOOL/user/participant/Schedule/College-Funding/Consultation/Lawrence

