
 
 

Tips for Navigating the College Fair 
 

College fairs are an effective way to gain exposure to a wide variety of institutions and an opportunity to gather 
information. They can also be incredibly overwhelming. Large crowds, busy tables, and too many colleges to choose 
from can keep you from maximizing the afternoon or evening. Keep these tips in mind to make the most out of the 
experience: 
 

Before the fair 
• Print out mailing labels that include your contact information, high school name and year of graduation, and 

academic/athletic/artistic interests.  Even if you have already visited a school and they are sending you 
information, placing your label on one of those “cards” will help the college keep track of you and will note 
your level of interest.  

• Review the list of attending colleges/universities; note the ones you definitely want to meet with and circle 
those that interest you.  

• Consult a college reference book or websites and check with your college counselor for suggestions of 
colleges present at the fair that might be a good match for your academic and personal interests.  

• Draft a list of questions for particular institutions as well as general questions for all. Begin thinking about 
what characteristics might interest you and/or what additional information you may need from particular 
schools.  

 
At the fair 
• Students, take the lead as you step up to each college table. Introduce yourself and your parents to 

the admission representative. Parents, don’t dominate the conversation with college representatives and do not 
tell them everything about your student, especially if the student is in your presence!  

• Do not simply pick up college literature – interact with the college representatives. They might be 
Admission Directors or they could be recent graduates of that institution. In either case they are excellent 
representatives of that college and are there to answer your questions. 

• Bring a notebook and pen/pencil and write down the names of the representatives who are 
particularly helpful and of the colleges you liked.  Get a telephone number and/or email address (or perhaps a 
business card) for the person you spoke with. 

• Don’t be drawn to a certain college just because there is a long line at their table and a crowd of interested 
students. In the same vein, do not walk by a college table simply because no other students seem interested.  

• While you are waiting in line to speak personally with a college representative, feel free to politely 
“eavesdrop” on the questions and answers you hear while you are waiting.  A student might ask a question you 
hadn’t thought of and you might hear new information. 

• Be respectful, polite and friendly when asking questions and meeting with college representatives. 
Remember that you represent Lawrence Academy as well as yourself.   
 

The day after 
• Determine the best way to organize and review the materials you picked up along the way.  
• Visit the website of colleges you were introduced to at the fair. Continue your research to learn more about the 

academic program, social experience and admission requirements. 
• Plan a visit so you can step foot on campus and experience all that the college representatives were raving 

about! Continue to ask the all-important question - Is the college the right match for you? 



 
Questions for Students to Get the Conversation Going at a College Fair 

 
1. Could you give a brief description of your college – type, location, history, programs of study? (For a college 

that is new to you) 
 
2. What are some of the advantages of a college like yours – small liberal arts college, mid-sized research 

university, city campus, rural setting, private or public? 
 

3. Ask about a particular major and/or program (study abroad to a specific country?) that interests you.  
 
4. Who are the “typical” students at your college? Where do most students come from? What draws them to your 

campus?  
 
5. What programs, traditions and/or characteristics are most valued? 
 
6. How has your campus or community changed in recent years? How did the students react to these changes? 
 
7. What courses, grades, and college entrance tests are required for admission? What is the most important part 

of my application? Do you require standardized tests? If so, which ones and does this include SAT Subject 
Tests? 

 
8. My personal and academic strengths and interests include ________________. Might your college be a good 

match for me?  
 
 
Remember, this conversation should supplement the information you have learned (or will learn) during campus visits 
and other events. Students should gauge their questions based on how much they know about each institution. For 
example, do not walk up to a college representative and say “I have visited your campus five times and I am very 
excited about it. Could you tell me where you are located?” Use this opportunity to delve deeper and tap the wells of 
knowledge of each college representative as college fairs are the right opportunity to get information on topics that 
aren’t easily found on websites or in printed materials.   Please refer to our College Counseling Handbook for more 
examples of great questions to ask.  
 
 


