
 
 

March 11, 2017     

Dear parents of the Class of 2019, 

Greetings from the College Counseling Office.  While it may seem a little early to start 

thinking about your child in relation to college-related topics, we have some important 

information that is relevant at this point in your student’s Lawrence Academy career. We met 

with the sophomores at their class meeting on February 14 to share with them a few ideas 

and suggestions concerning the second half of their high school experience.  

In general, sophomores need to understand that the upcoming eleventh grade is, in many 

ways, the most important high school year from a college admissions point of view. It is a 

time for students to work extra hard, and to remain (or become) productively involved in 

activities outside the classroom—not with the goal of merely padding a “brag sheet,” but to 

learn new things, to give back to the community, and to think about their role as citizens of a 

community. Opportunities to lead, both by position and by example, abound at Lawrence 

Academy, and students who have not begun to explore these possibilities by the sophomore 

year can only help themselves by doing so. Colleges look at more than grades and test scores; 

they also want candidates who have been active in their home and school communities and 

who will therefore enrich their college environment. 

Sophomores need to pay close attention to their course selection for junior year. When 

students sit down with their advisors to make these selections, we ask them to think about a 

challenging schedule that is manageable; this will often include going above and beyond the 

Lawrence Academy graduation requirements. For example, a student may consider stopping 

a foreign language after meeting the graduation requirement of two years of study, but most 

colleges expect at least a third, and often a fourth, year of study. Our rule of thumb is that 

students should challenge themselves to the best of their ability. Our office will work closely 

with the Studies Office to review sophomore course selections, and we will be reaching out 

to those students for whom we have a concern.  

If your son or daughter is currently completing Math 3 Honors or is in Math 3 and is a strong 

mathematical thinker, he or she should consider taking the Math I Subject Test on the June 3 

test date of this year. Additionally, sophomores in Honors Chemistry may want to consider 

taking the Chemistry Subject Test on the June 3 test date. 

The easiest way to sign up for the subject tests is online at www.collegeboard.org. To 

register, please follow these instructions. You will need a major credit card. 

http://www.collegeboard.org/


 Select June 3, 2017 as the test date. The deadline to register is May 9. 

 The late registration deadline is May 25 (late fee of $24) 

 Know the name of the test you plan to take. The test is one hour in length. 

 The Lawrence Academy school code, also called the CEEB code, is 220-940. 

 The Lawrence Academy test center code (if you want to take the test here at LA) is 22-404. 

 The Groton School test center code (as a second choice test site if LA is full) is 22-400. 

 

Although the college search does not begin in earnest until the winter term of the junior 

year, we hope that both you and your child will feel free to contact any of us if you have 

questions or concerns before that time. We can be reached by phone at 978-448-1556. Best 

wishes for a pleasant spring and summer.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 Sean Sheehan 

Director of College Counseling 

 


