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Foreword Just as individuals have identities, so do institutions,
and this comprehensive history by Douglas Alan Frank
celebrates the identity of Lawrence Academy. Through
extensive research, made more challenging because
two fires destroyed many school records, as well as
through personal experience, the author explores two
hundred years of events, personalities and traditions.
At the same time he captures the essence of an institu-
tion that looks to its future with pride.

Douglas Alan Frank is an historian and a writer. The
added dimension he has brought to this two year pro-
ject is his perspective as a student, an alumnus, and
one who loves Lawrence Academy. Thus, while the
book comments objectively on events and colorfully
describes people tfiat represent two centuries of life in
a small New England town, diere is interwoven a family
history with all die charm and eccentricity of a 200th
reunion.

That a history has been written upon die occasion of
Lawrence's bicentennial is no coincidence. Major
birthdays lead to reflections and reminiscences, to cel-
ebrating die present, and to planning ambitiously for
the future. Today, our memories take special life
because of the deptii and vitality of the writing and die
compelling story that has been waiting to be told.
From its roots in die academy movement of die 18di
century to the innovative programs and focus on indi-
vidual growth of today's school, the history of



xii I Foreword

Lawrence Academy parallels that of education in
America.

As Headmasters for the most recent quarter-century,
we take special pride in this work. It helps define
where we are today, gives perspective on our chal-
lenges, and generates confidence in our future. This
history is a wonderful birthday present!

Steven Laurence Hahn
Benjamin Davis Williams III



~r*\ r* Two years ago I was asked by Headmaster Hahn and the
_JL X V^XiAC--Vx board of trustees to write the bicentennial history of

Lawrence Academy. The inquiry was the result of two
unsolicited articles I had written for the Academy alum-
ni magazine during the previous year. Flattered by the
offer, but wary that the book had to be completed in less
time than the gestation period for elephants, I contem-
plated the project, consulted historians and writers, and
read as many independent school histories as I could
find.

By comparison, I discovered that the two hundred
year history of Lawrence Academy fits a dramatic
paradigm with precision. The first act (exposition)
occurs up to die Civil War. The second act (conflict)
continues until the late 1920s. The third act (resolu-
tion) is well defined — from the depression to the
bicentennial. The multitude of characters in this drama
have many lines of dialogue which are presented in the
separate italicized columns of each chapter. The prima-
ry source material reveals die Academy history in voices
other than my own and traces die evolution of our lan-
guage and syntax.

This book incorporates die archival and unpublished
work of Academy historian, Alan L. Whipple, who died
in 1988. Alan's contribution to the history of Lawrence
Academy was unique and I am indebted to his wife,
Monika Whipple, for her assistance and support.



XIV Preface

I am grateful to trustees, faculty, staff and students of
the Academy for answering all of my questions during
the past two years and indulging me in my various roles
as detective, industrial psychologist, and writer. I espe-
cially want to thank Elizabeth Ailing, Albert E.
Anderson, Edith and Richmond Baker, Kenneth P.
Barclay '58, Gail Burne, Linda Deasy, Mary Ellen Despo,
Trim and Steven L. Hahn, Beverly and Richard Jeffers,
Kathleen Regis, Gordon Sewall '67, Albert Stone, and
Benjamin D. Williams III.

Alumni and friends of the Academy responded with
great spirit to my request for interviews, material and
suggestions. Among them was Edgar H. Knapp, Ph.D.,
Class of 1939, who recently retired after forty-five years
as an English professor. Chapter 23 is his essay about the
Academy in the 1930s. Norman E. MacNeil, Class of
1947, was a great source of information and inspiration
throughout this project, as were the following individu-
als: Jane Darling, Charlotte Doe, Catherine Grant,
Marion Head, James Lawrence, John Endicott
Lawrence, Katherine Madigan, Robert Lawrence Means,
David Sanderson, and Donald A. Wells. Elizabeth Gray
and her daughter, Barbara Gray Carleen, provided
invaluable material and insights. Robert Brainard LeRoy
became a friend, muse and enthusiastic reader of the
manuscript in progress.

My research was greatly enhanced by the following
institutions (and individuals): the Public Libraries of
Boston, Brookline, Newton, Fitchburg, Concord
(Marcia Moss), Haverhill and Groton; Houghton
Library, and the Gutman Library (Catheline Donovan)
at Harvard University; Library of the Boston
Athenaeum; American Antiquarian Society,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Hudson Historical

Society (Mildred A. Coolidge), Acton Historical Society
(Elizabeth Conant), Fitchburg Historical Society
(Eleanora F. West); Research Library of Old Sturbridge
Village (Theresa Percy); the college archives of Harvard,
Wellesley, Mt. Holyoke (Elaine D. Trehub), Smith,
Wheaton, Radcliffe, Vassar, Bryn Mawr, Boston
University (Catherine Kominis), UCLA, Oberlin,
Brown, Wabash, Williams, Dartmouth and Yale;
Congregational Library, Boston; Episcopal Divinity
School, Cambridge (Katherine Black); Andover Newton
Theological School (Diana Yount); Episcopal Diocese of
Massachusetts and Archives (Nora Murphy and Betty
Furdon); Groton School Archives (Douglas Brown);
Massachusetts State House Archives and Library; State
of New Hampshire Archives. I extend special apprecia-
tion to the Groton Historical Society (Isabel Beal) which
provided valuable information and photographs for this
publication.

T. S. Eliot said, "An editor should tell the author his
writing is better than it is. Not a lot better, a little bet-
ter." My wife, Susan, always finds the time between
Mozart and Haydn to review my work without necessari-
ly subscribing to Eliot's epigram. Then, there is the edi-
torial counsel and companionship of Arleigh Dygert
Richardson III — a man who provided an immeasurable
source of motivation, joy and intellectual stimulation to
the author.

My wife and four children — Sarah, David, Chloe and
Louis — have watched this book evolve from an obliga-
tion to an obsession. They have assured each other with
the refrain, "When Daddy's book is done he will play
with us." I thank them for their patience, support, love
and, especially, for teaching me to hear the sound of
twinkling stars.
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...We make, whether we will or not, a scrap of history: and
it seems to me important that what we thus publish & send
down to the next century shall be thoughtful and mature, and
not merely a crude advertisement, for our successors to be
ashamed of. Ami right?

Josiah K Bennett
in a letter to Dr. Samuel Abbott Green

Octobers, 1868

May this Academy live on,
In all its future work be blessed,
and bi-tri-centennials come
Long after we are laid to rest.

Ellen A. (Prescott) Barrows
Lawrence Academy, Class of1853

from a poem entitled,
"To a Classmate of 1853"

written for the
Centennial Celebration

...Happy is the man who lives in sympathy with the daily
events that happen around him; and his views of life depend
as much on the condition of his liver as on his reason.

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green
January 13, 1910



' I V_ 1 H A G The Native Americans of Petaupaukett,
X KJ A. l %J ^ Coarsely Ground Oats, the Stamp Act and a

Revolution

By 1655, forty four towns were already established in
the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies. It

was in that year that Dean Winthrop, Thomas Hickey
and others petitioned the general court in Boston for a
plantation called Petaupaukett. Eight miles square, it
was given the name Groaten which means "coarsely
ground oats." Winthrop's father, a governor of the
colony, had come from Groton, Suffolk County, in
England. The "speedy procuring of a godly minister"
was required and Selectmen were chosen. Among the
original proprietors of the plantation were John
Lawrence and William Green, whose prodigious fami-
lies would ultimately support and sustain Lawrence
Academy.

The following year, the inhabitants of Groton suc-
cessfully petitioned the court to not pay taxes for three
years "because of the remoteness of the place, consid-
ering how heavy and slow it is like to be carried on..."
John Lawrence was elected a selectman in December,
1662, and in 1666 the town meeting "...agreed and
voted that there should be trees marked for shade for
the cattle in all common highways."

Groton was devastated by Indians in a variety of
wars, particularly King Philip's in 1675 and 1676. King
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...After God had carried us safe to
New England and we had builded our
houses, provided necessities for our liveli-
hood, reared convenient places for God's
worship, and settled the civil government
— one of the next things we longed for
and looked after was to advance learn-
ing, and perpetuate it to posterity, dread-
ing to leave an illiterate ministry to the
Churches when our present ministers
shall lie in the dust...

New England's First Fruits
London, 1643

In my earliest years my father's house
was thronged by Revolutionary officers
and soldiers, and I heard so much that I
almost thought I was at Bunker Hill on
the glorious Seventeenth.

Samuel Lawrence
Groton Academy, 1812

In Adam's Fall We Sinned All.
Zacheus he Did climb the Tree His Lord

to see.

New England Primer, 1690

Philip was the English name of the Indian, Metacom,
of the Wampanoag tribe from Rhode Island. He
attempted to unite the various tribes of New England
and destroy the European settlements. Nathaniel
Lawrence was among the townspeople who negotiated
a land deed with the Indians in 1683 for twenty-eight
pounds, ten shillings. Curiously, the Indians did not
limit their transactions to the committee chosen by the
town; they negotiated additional land titles over the
next diirty years.

The original plantation, or town, began to diminish
in area in 1715 when Littleton was incorporated.
Thereafter, the towns of Harvard and Westford were
incorporated and the line between Massachusetts and
New Hampshire was surveyed in 1741 (eventually cre-
ating parts of Nashua and Hollis). These events con-
tributed to a significantly smaller town of Groton.
Dunstable, Pepperell and Shirley ultimately separated
from the original grant to become incorporated towns.
Sixty-four square miles in 1655 would become thirty-six
square miles by 1803. The last part of the original plan-
tation to sever its ties with the town was Groton
Junction which became the town of Ayer in 1871.

The seeds of colonial dissent were sown and nur-
tured in Groton as elsewhere. Ten years before the
Revolutionary War, the citizens of Groton instructed
Abel Lawrence, their representative in the general
court, "...to consider what measures are needful to be
taken at this alarming crisis, when the American sub-
jects of Great Britain are universally complaining of
unconstitutional innovations...the British ministry, and
acts of Parliament...press hard upon the invaluable
rights and liberties of the British American
subjects...and more especially at the act called the

Stamp Act...We think it...our indispensable duty and
undoubted privilege, in the most open but respectful
terms, to declare our dissatisfaction with this law..."

Minutemen from Groton, under the command of
Henry Farwell and Asa Lawrence, arrived too late to
participate in the battles with British troops at
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775. The town
was well served by her citizen patriots in succeeding
engagements, the most famous being the battle on
Bunker's hill where fifteen Groton natives lost their
lives, more than from any other single town. It was
there that a British musket ball passed through the
beaver hat of Samuel Lawrence, father of Amos and
William. The commander of the colonial forces was
Colonel William Prescott.

Puritan Education to Prevent an Illiterate
Ministry

The Puritans from England who began settling
Boston in 1629 were religious dissidents. They wanted
to practice their own religion and establish a good
society. An important part of their new, model society
was education. It would embrace the Calvinistic princi-
ples of universal, compulsory, theologically-centered
education under the control of the state. Left behind
in England were schools that were the best they had
ever been, open to boys and girls, providing an educa-
tion in English and Latin, the language of the great lit-
erature. Education in colonial America found its roots
deeply imbedded in western European culture.

During the decade between 1630 and 1640, the new
colony in Boston set up three stages of the English



To 1792

schooling system. The English school was for young
children and it taught basic English reading, writing,
arithmetic and the beginnings of English literature —
enough for children to read the Bible and catechism.
The Latin grammar school was a seven year curricu-
lum, begun at age seven. It taught Latin grammar and
introductory Greek and Hebrew for those pursuing the
ministry. The last stage of this school system was col-
lege. Harvard was founded in 1636, just in time for the
first graduates of Boston Latin School, founded in
1635. Back in England, a college education at Oxford
and Cambridge was taught in Latin. So it was at
Harvard, where the prerequisite for admission was, in
fact, Latin.

In 1642, the legislature of the Commonwealth
adopted a law that parents and the masters of inden-
tured servants were required to teach their children
and servants "...to read and understand the principles
of religion and the capital lawes of the country..." The
law also required that children must be constantly
employed in some useful occupation. Through these
and subsequent laws enacted in 1647, New England
could boast not only the first school legislation but also
a degree of literacy unrivaled anywhere else in the sev-
enteenth-century world.

Although these laws did not require the use of the
school system, they did require that children learn to
read and that the schools be available. Great flexibility
existed in and for these colonial educational institu-
tions but the law caught up with Groton in 1717, 1748
and 1779 when the town was indicted for not keeping
a school according to the law. For most of the eigh-
teenth century, a grammar school was located in the
middle of the town while "reading and writing" schools

were located in the "several angles of the town," a
phrase that meant "school districts." A census of the
children in town was completed in 1790. Including
males under twenty-one and females under eighteen
years of age, the total number of children in the town
of Groton was 750.

The Olive Groves of Academus, Milton and
a Man Who Seized Lightning From the Skies

Plato and his disciples strolled in the olive grove of
Academus where they created a school of philosophy
known as the "Academy," giving birth to a word that
would define not only a school but also a body of
learned or artistic men and women. John Milton's
essay, "Of Education" (1644) inspired the "Dissenting
Academies," schools created by nonconformists in
England that challenged the classical curricula of the
day.

It was the Latin grammar school that preceded the
academies as the principal bridge between the com-
mon schools and college. Benjamin Franklin believed
that these schools were not meeting the educational
requirements of youth in frontier America. He felt
there was a need for a more practical secondary pro-
gram. In 1751, he founded the first American academy
in Philadelphia. The curriculum provided for two
courses of study, Latin grammar and English, a pro-
gram that emphasized English, science, mathematics,
navigation and other practical subjects.

Franklin advocated middle-class ideals which repre-
sented change and progress in a society that still cher-
ished aristocratic and feudal values. In addition to

...that learning not be buried in the
grave of our fathers in the church and
commonwealth...it is therefore ordered that
every township in this jurisdiction... the
number of fifty householders shall then
forthwith appoint one within their own
town to teach all such children as shall
resort to him to write and read, whose
wages shall be paid either by the parents or
masters of such children...and it is further
ordered that where any town shall increase
up to the number of one hundred families
or householders they shall set up a gram-
mar school, the master thereof being able to
instruct youth so far as they may befitted
for the university...

"Ye OuldDeluder Satan" law, 1647
Massachusetts General Court

... the extreme Folly of those parent*
who, blind to their Children's Dulness,
and insensible of the Solidity of their
Skulls, because they think their purses
can afford it...well needs send them to the
Temple of Learning...from whence they
return, after Abundance of Trouble and
Charge, as great Blockhead's as ever,
only more proud and self-conceited.

Benjamin Franklin
The Silence Dogood Papers, 1722
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...noisy chambers, hurling of snow-
balls at instructors, intoxicated students,
cutlery thrown at tutors, blown-out
lights, broken chapel windows, stone-
throwing, firing of pistols, rioting in
town, Bible stealing, hooting and
whistling at lectures, and interruption of
chapel prayers...

Eliphalet Pearson
describing Harvard College student

"rebellions " from 1788 to 1797

Amongst the means by which our
Government has been raised to its present
height of prosperity, that of education has
been the most efficient; you will therefore
encourage & support our University
and Academies; but more watchfully the
Grammar and other town Schools. These
offer equal advantages to poor and rich;
& should the support of such institu-
tions be neglected, that kind of education
which a free Government requires to
maintain its force, would very soon be
forgotten.

John Hancock
Message to the General Court 1792

Franklin's, the writings of progressive English liberals
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were
widely read in the colonies, seeding the minds of the
intellectually curious with notions of natural rights,
political equality and educational liberalization. The
growth in population and wealth encouraged
Americans to found nondenominational dissenting
academies based on England's excellent schools.

The Age of Academies Begins with Dummer,
Moody and Phillips

Governor Dummer Academy was founded in 1763
in Byfield, Massachusetts. It was the first school of its
kind in America to open with facilities for boarding
students on school property. Samuel Moody, the first
schoolmaster at Dummer, set a standard by which pre-
ceptors and headmasters would be judged for genera-
tions. The school was incorporated in 1782 and the
trustees accepted the resignation of their perspicacious
and famous first master in 1789.

Among the students of Master Moody at Dummer
Academy were Daniel Chaplin, Oliver Prescott, Jr., and
Samuel Phillips, Jr.. Phillips, his father and uncle,
established an academy for boys in Andover in 1778
with a broader curriculum than any of the public Latin
or private schools of the day. The first preceptor at

Andover was Eliphalet Pearson, an accomplished musi-
cian who wrote a treatise on psalmody and who made
his own violin. The trustee system for governance of a
school was originated at Andover. It was adopted by
scores of academies as was the language of the Phillips
Academy constitution, followed in certain passages
almost word for word by many new schools.

Academies for "the youth of each sex" soon fol-
lowed. Among the earliest coeducational secondary
schools were Timothy Dwight's academy in
Connecticut (1783), Leicester Academy (1784),
Plainfield Academy (1784), New Ipswich Academy
(1789), Derby School (1791) and Westford Academy
(1792).

The Age of Academies had begun. The academy
became the most distinctive institution in New
England secondary education and prospered until the
close of the Civil War. These schools would offer a
more flexible and useful course of study dian offered
in the public schools and would respond to the grow-
ing demands of a society in its formative stages.

Our main story now begins in 1792 in Groton,
where the inspiration and experiences of Chaplin and
Prescott, among others, fortuitously combine to create
a "Publick School in Groton," The Groton Academy.



1792-1793 The Idea and the Land

W hat motivated the people of Groton to establish
an academy was not only, the inherent need for

the school, but also the trend and institutional fashion
of the day. Academies had sprung up in towns as close
as Westford and New Ipswich. Surely the intellectual
and spiritual minds of Groton would accept the chal-
lenge from these neighbors, old schoolmates and
friends. Benjamin Rush had written in 1786 that edu-
cation should be directed to making young men into
"republican machines." Groton would no longer hesi-
tate to erect its own "factory."

Reverend Daniel Chaplin became the minister of
the Groton Church in 1778. He was invited to become
the first preceptor of Phillips Academy at Exeter in
1781 but declined, convinced that God's work was
more important in Groton. (Chaplin had been a
schoolmate of both Samuel Phillips and Eliphalet
Pearson at Dummer and Harvard. Pearson was the first
preceptor of Andover.) Chaplin not only cared for the
spiritual needs of Groton but also intimately under-
stood and experienced the academy movement that
was underway by 1792. While gazing down upon his
parishioners, praying, or corresponding with his many
friends, could Daniel Chaplin have been the first to
conceive the idea of Groton Academy?

Oliver Prescott, Jr., was the first son of Dr. Oliver
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Few social institutions in American
history better exemplify the grand
optimism of the people of this republic
than do the academies...[they]...were the
outgrowth of enthusiasm for formal
education on the part of local leaders,
philanthropists, state legislatures, and
the people at large.

Theodore Sizer
The Age of Academies, 1964

To see if the Town will give any
Encouragement towards the Support of
an Academy in the Town of Groton
either by choosing a committee to
subscribe for Shares or directing a sum of
money to be paid annually for a limited
time provided the House is Erected &
furnished by the Associates or act
anything Relative to this article as the
Town Shall see fit.

Article 5 of warrant enacted by
Town Meeting, Nov. 2, 1792

Prescott, the leading physician of Groton. As were
Chaplin, Phillips and Pearson in earlier years, he was
prepared for Harvard at Dummer Academy. A class-
mate at both schools wrote of him, "...a quick mind,
retentive memory...he loved books, and had improved
his mind by a rather extensive reading...a better physi-
cian than his father, diough never so popular...always a
faithful friend." Was it Oliver Prescott, Jr., who suggest-
ed the idea of an academy to his father and town
elders? After all, only a few years ago he had been a
student of Master Moody in Byfield and Harvard presi-
dents Langdon and Willard in Cambridge. He was thir-
ty years old in 1792, well-bred and educated, and
eminently capable of the idea and of its execution.

Benjamin Bancroft, Jr., was a tanner, the same occu-
pation as his father's. His mother, Anna, was the
daughter of John Lawrence, of Lexington. Benjamin
was a captain in the militia, a deacon of the church
and treasurer of the town. Sometime before March 26,
1792, Benjamin Bancroft, Jr., offered the proposed
academy association one quarter acre of his hillside
property as the site for the school. His property ran
from the meetinghouse green to die south, bounded
by Powder House Road and Main Street. There were
two buildings on the property, his own home in the
southwest corner and the old Green family homestead,
the current site of Brazer House.

The Academy schoolhouse was built on the property
before the trustees received a deed to the land in
November, 1794. Six months earlier, Bancroft sold an
adjacent plot to Samuel Dana. There he built a house
that would be purchased by the Academy in 1836.

A Society of Subscribers

It was now a matter of money (still denominated like
that of the motherland, in pounds, shillings and
pence). On March 26, 1792, a group of the most
prominent men in Groton met to talk about a town
academy, read the subscribers document and signed it.
It must have been a glorious event to be savored by the
assembled. During the previous one hundred years,
meetings in the town had focused on political strife,
oppressive taxation, war and Indian attacks. They were
determined that their new Republic would be born
with not only faith in liberty and democracy, but also
with institutions of education.

Among this group were two alumni of Dummer
Academy, six Harvard College graduates, twenty three
who fought in the Revolutionary War, diree ministers,
two deacons, four lawyers, two doctors, two storekeep-
ers, two innkeepers and thirty farmers. Thirty-six of the
forty-seven subscribers would send 150 children to the
academy.

A second meeting of the Society of Subscribers was
convened on April 27th. William Swan was elected
treasurer and the status of the venture was reported to
the assemblage. No doubt exclamations of joy and
approval were offered to the minister, the doctor and
the tanner. It is highly likely that part if not all of this
group adjourned to the Inn or Richardson's tavern to
quench their institution-hatching thirsts.

The town of Groton would subscribe to forty shares
later in the year with the provision that the principal
never be demanded and only interest payed.
Subsequent meetings of the Society would define the
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character, incorporation, curriculum and philosophy
of the new school. The most significant decision,
which no doubt caused the elevation of blood pres-
sures, was the admission of females.

"The Tender and Interesting Branch of the
Community"

The education of girls in the colonial period was
almost entirely in the home. "Dame schools" did exist
outside of the home but only rudiments of English and
needlework were taught. In 1790, a provision was
enacted in Gloucester for the instruction of females,
"as they are a tender and interesting branch of the
community, but have been much neglected in the
schools of this town." The founding fathers could look
to the all-male Dummer and Phillips Academies for
their paradigm or they could consider the design,
courage and vision of their coeducational neighbors,
Westford and New Ipswich Academies. The clientele
for female education was growing but to include them
was a profound departure from long established, con-
ventional methods. Of the thirty academies incorporat-
ed prior to 1801, fourteen made immediate provision
for the instruction of girls. The founding fathers
joined the minority of these earliest academies, open-
ing the school "for the education...of both sexes..."

The decision not to open the school to boarding
students was certainly less provocative and more easily
solved. As advertised, accommodations for more dis-
tant scholars were found in village homes, often those
of relatives or friends.

The First Teacher and Temporary
Schoolhouse

Samuel Holyoke was the son of a Boxford clergy-
man. He attended Phillips Academy from 1783 to 1785
and Harvard College where he was awarded a B.A. in
1789 and an M.A. in 1792. A composer and musical
editor, he published a compilation of American hymns
and psalms in 1791 entitled, Harmonia Americana. He
was known to a number of Groton citizens and
Academy subscribers when he was hired as the first
teacher in the spring of 1793. The first classes were
conducted at the district schoolhouse on Farmer's Row
from May 17th to October 5th. There is no record of
die first students under the tuneful, harmonizing voice
of Master Holyoke. Undoubtedly, they journeyed to
the first academy sessions from the village homes and
oudying farms of many founding fatiiers.

After he left Groton in the fall of 1793, Samuel
Holyoke published a collection of anthems and hymns
in collaboration with Oliver Holden and Hans Gram.
He returned to his alma mater, Phillips Academy
Andover, to teach from 1810 to 1812. He published
several more musical anthologies along with a two vol-
ume selection of airs, marches, minuets and rondos.
After a life devoted to teaching, composition and per-
formance, he died in 1825 at age fifty-eight.

Construction of the First Schoolhouse

Academy Hill, as it would soon be called, was the
site of great industry in the fall of 1792. The founda-
tion for the original schoolhouse was begun in
October. The walls were raised and the second story

This is to give notice, that a Publick
School is now opened in Groton, for the
education of youth, of both sexes — in
which School are taught the English,
Latin and Greek Languages, Writing,
Arithmetic, Geography, the Art of
Speaking and Writing, with Practical
Geometry, and Logic.

The School, at present, is committed to
the care and instruction of Mr. Samuel
Holyoke.

No less attention is paid to the moral,
than to the literary improvement of the
youth.

Good accommodations for boarding,
at convenient distances from the School
House, may be obtained, on as moderate
terms, as can be reasonably desired. The
pecuniary condition of being admitted
into the School is, that each Scholar pay
the sum of nine shillings per quarter, six
shillings at entrance, and the rest at the
expiration of the term.

Advertisement in the
Columbian Centinel

" May 25, 1793
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In Order to diffuse useful knowledge
and render the means of instruction &
information more general & less
expensive to individuals, We agree to
raise by Subscription in Shares at five
pounds Each, a sum of money for the
purpose of Erecting a Suitable building
for an Academy in the Town of Groton,
within sixty Rods from the Public
Meeting house of the first Parish in said
Town, and severally promise to pay the
sums annexed to our respective names, to
such persons as shall be chosen by a
Major Vote of the Subscribers to receive
the same, upon a Meeting of the whole
being duly warned so soon as Con-
veniently may be, after Sixty Shares are
subscribed — And we further agree, that
the Surplusage of the Money Subscribed
after Complealing of said building, shall
be applyed to the support of a proper
Instructor or Instructors of said Academy,
furnishing a Suitable Apparatus or
whatever Else shall be most Conductive to
the promoting of Education — And if the
sums subscribed exceed the purposes
aforesaid, they shall be disposed of by a
Major Vote of the Subscribers — And it is
further agreed that all Matters Relative to
said Academy shall be determined by a
Major Vote of the Subscribers, and the
Vote to be taken by Shares—

And in Case that hereafter said
Academy should be dissolved each Sub-
scriber or his heirs shall receive his Divi-
dend of the Common property if any

fitted by November 22nd. It was a forty by thirty foot,
two story building, "plain and without paint." Upon
entering from the west side of the building, one
entered a small vestibule. To the right was the school
room dirough which one could reach the Preceptor's
room in the northeast corner of the building. A stair-
case with two landings rose from the vestibule to the
second floo;- which contained one large room named
Academy Hall. Firewood was stored in small rooms
adjacent to the staircase on both floors.

Thirteen months after it was started, the Groton
Academy schoolhouse was completed. There is no
record of a cornerstone or completion ceremony but it
is fair to assume that those events were celebrated in
some fashion. At long last, the founding fathers,
trustees, students, citizens of Groton and its neighbor-
ing towns could look up the hillside from the Great
Road and revel at the sight of the new schoolhouse of
Groton Academy.

America's Most Famous Signature

Although signed by the subscribers and dated May,

1792, the incorporation petition for the Academy was
not delivered to the General Court, then assembled in
Concord, until November, 1792. A simultaneous peti-
tion for an academy by Westford complicated the pro-
cess for Groton. Both petitions were forwarded to a
House-Senate committee to determine which of the
towns was most suitable. A competition between the
two towns ensued, each one enlisting the support of
neighboring towns. Pepperell, Shirley and Townsend
endorsed Groton's academy. Acton, Carlisle, Dracut
and Dunstable sponsored Westford's. A joint legislative
committee rendered the opinion in February, 1793,
that "the town of Groton is the most convenient, prop-
er & suitable & will serve the public at large by the
institution of an Academy therein." In spite of this
opinion, the House and Senate could not agree with
the recommendation and a second joint legislative
committee was appointed in May to review die creden-
tials of each town. One month later, its recommenda-
tion was that both town academies be granted
incorporation. The bill of incorporation of Groton
Academy was finally passed by the House on
September 21st, by die Senate on September 23rd and
received the signature of Governor John Hancock on
September 28, 1793.
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should remain in proportion to the sum
Subscribed.

Groton March 26th 1792
Oliver Prescott
Benja Bancroft
Danl Chaplin
Willm Swan

Joseph Rockwood
Nathan Davis
Aaron Brown
Jonathan Keep
Sand Lawrence
Sand Rockwood
Samuel Oragg
Jepht Richardson
Oliver Prescott Jur
Thomas Gardner
Francis Champney
Samuel Dana
Timothy Bigelow

James Brazer
Nehemiah Tarbell
Isaac Bowers
Wm Prescott
Levi Kemp
Wm Bancroft

Joseph Moors
Zechariah Fitch
Jonas Stone
Jonathan Fisk
Samson Woods
Samuel Hemenway
Joseph Sawtell 3rd
Wilder Sheph
Wm Nutting

three shares
three shares
one share...
one share...
one share...
two shares...
three shares
two shares
two —D
two —D
one share
two shares
three shares
three shares
two shares
two shares,
three shares.,
three shares.,
one share...
one share...
two shares...
one share...
one share...
two shares...
two shares
one share
one share
one share,
one share...
one share...
one share...
one share...

15
15
£5
£5
£5
£10

15
£10
£10
£10
£5

£10
15
15

£10
£10

15
15
£5
£5

£10
£5
£5
£10
£10
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5

Thomas Bond
Henry Woods
Peletiah Russell
Isaiah Hall
Jonathan Farwell
Joseph Rockwood Jr.
John Park
Levi Woods
Ephm Lawrence
Jonathan Page
Joshua Longley
Wallis Little

John Bancroft
Phineas Whitney
Richard Sawtell
Ebenl Woods
James Prescott

two shares...
one share...
one share...
one share...
one share..
one share
one share...
one share...
one share...
one share...
one share...
two shares...
one share...
one share...
By Order, &
in behalf of
the Town
of Groton
Forty Shares

10
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
£5
10
£5
£5

£200
£565

To the Honourable Senate and House
of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, in general Court
assembled.

The petition of the subscribers humbly
observeth.

That the happiness of community
requires the dissemination of knowledge
and learning among all the classes of
citizens. An enlightened people only can
be expected to entertain a due regard for
the great obligations of morality, to give
that obedience to law necessary to good
government, and permanently to adhere

to those rights of men which are defined
by a free & liberal constitution. Thence
it is common for all republican govern-
ments to give the simplest encouragement
in their power,to the arts & sciences. If it
be an object, to place learning within the
reach of those who possess but little
property, it must appear necessary to
devise & adopt plans of education,
which will involve but small personal
expense. A liberal education is not,
cannot be, in the power of a very large
proportion of the people.

In this government the great utility of
public seminaries of learning, is too
apparent not to be universally known &
acknowledged. The number of these
might be increased, to the advantage of
literature & good morals, provided their
legal designation were happily 6° wisely
determined. Fully persuaded that the es-
tablishment of an academy, under proper
regulations, in the Town of Groton to
which the mgt [majority] of us belong,
would not only afford solid & lasting
advantages to this vicinity, but to the
community at large, we have associated
for the purpose of raising a fund as the
basis to support the necessary expense of
such an institution. We have procured
as commodious, pleasant and salubrious
a spot for the building, as any in the
town & perhaps in any other town
throughout the Commonwealth. We are
clearly of the opinion that our present
fund together with the prospects of almost
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certain additions to it, will prove fully
adequate to the purposes. We have pro-
ceeded in our arrangements as far as
wisdom dictates. Without the powerful
aid of this legislature the projection must
fail of being carried into effect. We your
petitioners, therefore, look up to your
Honours as the Patrons of learning, and
the Guardians of the liberties and hap-
piness of the people, to give countenance
to this laudable undertaking. And Under
a deep impression that we address Leg-
islators of enlightened vieson [sic], of lib-
eral sentiments & patriotic dis- positions,
we can hardly entertain a doubt, that the
prayer of this petition will be heard, an
incorporation granted upon such
principles, & subject to such limitations
& regulations as the good of the in-
stitution, to your wisdom shall appear to
require, & a board of Overseers or Trus-
tees formed consisting of those persons
who may be appointed by your leave. And
as in duty bound shall ever pray .

Groton May 14, 1792
Oliver Prescott

Daniel Chaplin
Timothy Bigelow

Benja Bancroft
Peletiah Russell Wm Prescott
JonaFisk Samuel Dana
A mos Famsworth Wilder Sheple
Joseph Rockwood Thomas Gardner
John Park Isaac Bowers
Nathan Davis Zechariah Fitch
Saml Lawrence Henry Woods

Oliver Prescott Jur. Jonas Stone
Levi Kemp Isaac Lawrence jur
Samuel Gragg Levi Woods
Joseph Sawtell 3rd Ephriam Lawrance
Francis Champney James Brazer
Thomas Bond Joseph Rockwood Junr

Jonathan Keep Sampson Woods
Jephthah Richardson Isaiah Hall
Wm Nutting JonaFarwell
William Bancroft. Wallis Little
Saml Rockwood Phinehas Whitney
Samuel Hemenway John Bullard
Nehemian Tarbell

In the House of Representatives
Nov. 91792

Read &f committed together with a
petition from Westford Commee on the
same subject to WPutnam & W Bigelow
with such as the Hon Senate may join to
consider this report.

Sent up for concurrence
David Cobb Spkr

In the Senate Nov. 9. 1792. Read &
concurred & Simon Frye Esq. is joined

Saml Phillips Presdt.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
In the year of our Lord One Thousand
Seven Hundred and Ninety Three.

Whereas the encouragement of litera-
ture among the rising generation has
ever been considered by the wise and good
as an object worthy of the most serious

attention, and the happiness of the
community requires the dissemi- nation
of knowledge and learning among all
classes of citizens: And whereas it
appears from a petition of a large
number of the inhabitants of the town of
Groton, and its vicinity, that a sum of
money has been subscribed towards
erecting a suitable building for, and
supporting an Academy in the said
town; and as such an Institution besides
encouraging the interest of lit- erature
and the sciences, and diffusing useful
knowledge in that part of the
Commonwealth, may otherwise essen-
tially promote the interest thereof:

Therefore, be it Enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, that there be
hereby is established in the town of
Groton, in the County of Middlesex, an
Academy by the name of Groton
Academy, for the purpose of promoting
piety and virtue and for the education of
youth in such languages, and such of
the liberal arts and sciences, as the
trustees shall direct;

And the honble Oliver Prescott, esqr,
the Revd Daniel Chaplain, the Revd
Zabdiel Adams, the Revd Phineas
Whitney, the Revd John Bullard, the
Revd William Emerson, the honble
Josiah Stearns esqr, Col. Henry Brom-
field, James Winthrop, Henry Woods,
Joseph Moors, Oliver Prescott junr,



1792 -1793 11

Samuel Dana, Timothy Bigelow, and
Aaron Brown, Esquires, be, and they
hereby are nominated and appointed
Trustees of the said Academy, and they
are hereby incorporated into a body
politic by the name of the Trustees of
Groton Academy, and they and their
successors shall be, and continue a body
politic and corporate, by the same name
forever.

And be it further enacted, That all the
lands and monies heretofore given or
subscribed, or which for the purpose
aforesaid shall be hereafter given,
granted and assigned unto the said
Trustees, shall be confirmed to the said
Trustees and their successors in that
trust forever for the uses which in such
instruments shall be expressed; and they
the said Trustees shall be further capable
of having, holding and taking in fee
simple, by gift, grant, devise or otherwise,
any lands, tenements, or other estate real
or personal: provided, the annual
income of the same shall not exceed five
thousand dollars, and shall apply the
rents and profits thereof, in such manner
as that the end and design of the
Institution may be most effectually
promoted.

Be it further enacted, that the said
Trustees shall have full power from time
to time, as they shall determine, to elect
such officers of the said Academy, as they
shall judge necessary and convenient,
and fix the tenures of their respective

offices; to remove any Trustee from the
Corporation, when in their opinion he
shall be incapable through age or
otherwise of discharging the duties of his
office; to fill all vacancies by electing
such persons for Trustees, as they shall
judge best; to determine the times and
places of their meetings, the manner of
notifying the said Trustees, the method
of electing or removing Trustees; to
ascertain the powers and duties of their
several officers; to elect preceptors and
teachers of said Academy; to determine
the duties and tenures of their officers; to
ordain reasonable rules, orders and bye-
laws, not repugnant to the laws of the
Commonwealth, with reasonable
penalties for the good government of the
Academy, as to them, the said Trustees
and their successors shall from time to
time according to the various occasions
and circumstances seem most fit and
requisite; all which shall be observed by
the officers, Scholars, and Servants of the
said Academy, upon the penalties
therein contained.

Be it further enacted, that the Trustees
of the said Academy may have one
common seal, which they may change at
pleasure; and that all deeds made,
signed and sealed with said common
seal, and duly executed by the Treasurer
or Secretary of said Trustees, or by their
order, shall be considered valid in law,
as good Deeds of bargain and sale; and
that the Trustees of said Academy, may

sue and be sued, in all actions real,
personal, and mixed, and prosecute and
defend the same unto final judgment
and execution by the name of the
Trustees of Groton Academy.

Be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that the number of said
Trustees shall not, at any one time, be
more than fifteen, nor less than nine,
five of whom shall constitute a quorum
for doing business, and a majority of the
members present at any legal meeting
shall decide all questions, proper to come
before the Trustees; that the major part of
the shall consist of men who are not
inhabitants of the town of Groton.

And be it further enacted, that Aaron
Brown Esqr be, and he hereby is
authorized and empowered to fix the time
and place for the holding the first
meeting of the said Trustees, and to
notify them thereof.

In the House of Representatives
Sept 21st 1793

This Bill having had three several
readings passed to be Enacted.

Edward H.Robbins, Speaker
In Senate, September 23d 1793

This Bill having had two several
readings, passed to be Enacted.

Saml Phillips, Presdt.
By the Governor approved,

Sept. 28, 1793
John Hancock
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The Act of Incorporation defined that "...the num-
ber of trustees shall not, at any one time be more

than fifteen nor less than nine...that the major part of
them shall consist of men who are not inhabitants of
the town." This proviso was designed to encourage a
regional influence and attraction of the school.
Therefore, eight of the fifteen trustees were non-
Grotonians. Reverend Phineas Whitney was an original
subscriber from Shirley. Henry Woods and Reverend
John Bullard, also original subscribers, lived in
Pepperell. William Emerson was from Harvard where
he was minister of the church as was Zabdiel Adams in
Lunenburg. Henry Bromfield lived quite luxuriously in
Harvard. James Winthrop was from Cambridge and
Josiah Stearns resided in Lunenburg. The following
original subscribers and Groton citizens completed the
first board of trustees: the Doctors Oliver Prescott,
Senior and Junior, Reverend Daniel Chaplin, Samuel
Dana, Timothy Bigelow, Aaron Brown and Joseph
Moors. This was an influential and powerful body of
men. Few of the original subscribers could look for-
ward to a position on the board because of its size and
nonresidency stipulation.

The first meeting of the Trustees of Groton
Academy was held on Thursday morning, October 17,
1793, at Richardson's Inn. Zabdiel Adams was designat-
ed permanent Moderator and die notes of the meeting
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The following Books in particular are
to be used by the Students.

The Bible is to be read in school as the
Preceptor shall direct.

Ussher's Elements of English
Grammar by George Neville Ussher

Perry and Lowth's English Grammar
by William Perry and Robert Lowth

Catechising of Nature by Dr. Joannes
Florentius Martinet

Dana's Selection by Joseph Dana
Webster's Third Part by Noah Webster
Perry's Dictionary by William Perry
The Accidence, A Short

Introduction to the Latin Tongue
by Ezekiel Cheever

Ward's Grammar by John Ward
Corderius by Mathurinius Corderius,

translated by John Clarke
Aesops Fables by Aesop, translated

by H. Clarke
Erasmus by Desiderius Erasmus,

translated by John Clarke
Castalio by Sebastian Chateillon
Eutropius by Eutropius, translated

by John Clarke
Nepos by Cornelius Nepos, translated

by John Clarke
Virgil by Publius Vergillius Maw
Tully by Marcus Tullius Cicero,

translated by William Duncan
Clark's Introduction to the Making

of Latin by John Clarke
Ward's Grammar & the Greek

Testament

were penned by Prescott, Jr., secretary-elect.
Bromfield, Stearns and Moors did not attend, the last
never to appear at a single meeting. He resigned the
following year, no doubt with a modest amount of dis-
grace. Timothy Bigelow was elected treasurer, a sensi-
tive, time-consuming and unpaid position among the
officers of the board. He was immediately bonded for
six hundred pounds, the last time pound sterling
denominations would grace the minutes of the
Academy trustees. The trustees voted to recognize
William Swan's work as treasurer of the subscriber's
association. He could send a child "for one year, free
of expense; and that this gratuity be considered for his
faithful service." His son, Edward Swan, was thus the
recipient of this first scholarship of Groton Academy.

Subsequent meetings ("adjournments") of the
trustees were held in November at the inn of Jonathan
Keep and in January, they convened once again at
Richardson's. The minutes reveal that Henry Moor
from Londonderry, New Hampshire, age thirty and a
newly minted Dartmouth graduate, was engaged as
preceptor for six months, beginning December 30,
1793. He was advised by the trustees that, if the school
flourished, his six month salary of $180 would increase
to $400 per year. Financial motivation was a subtle
dynamic not overlooked by this board and the recruit-
ment of new students became an enduring responsibil-
ity of the preceptor.

Schoolbooks

One of the most important decisions of the trustees
was the selection of books for the curriculum. The
most dominant textbook in the United States (and
most popular school text throughout the nineteenth

century) was Noah Webster's Grammatical Institute of the
English Language. Published in 1783, it replaced the
New England Primer and its goals were to improve the
mind, refine taste, build morals, teach geography, his-
tory and the politics of the new Republic.

The Schoolhouse Opens

Classes commenced in the new Academy school-
house on December 30, 1793. The interior was rough-
hewn but adequately furnished with a wood stove,
boxes and seats. A likeness of President Washington
most likely hung above the desk of Preceptor Moor.
Among the students entrusted to Moor's intellectual
and philosophical attention for one colonial shilling
per week were the First three children of Samuel and
Susanna Lawrence; Luther (age 15), Samuel (12) and
William (10). Younger brother, Amos, did not attend
the Academy until 1799. One hundred and fifteen stu-
dents, seventy-eight male and thirty-seven female,
entered the Academy in 1794. Their ages ranged from
eight to twenty-seven years old. Also among this first
year's scholars were three Chaplins, three Sawtells,
seven Bowers, two Prescotts, three Rockwoods and five
Tarbells.

The entire "academical" year was forty-four weeks.
Students often worked at a trade before coming to the
Academy for their education and worked when they
were not in school. Work responsibilities, whether at
home, farm or at an apprenticed trade would dictate
the number of weeks of Academy attendance. Students
boarding in houses of the village were approximately
thirty percent of all enrollees and they often worked
for their room and board at these first dormitories.
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Pedagogy, College Only for Boys,
Examinations and Exhibitions

Is it possible to describe accurately the pedagogy of
Preceptor Moor and his immediate successors?
Doubtless, they employed the conventional teaching
methods of the day; reading, recitation, memorization
(often without thought of the meaning), repeated writ-
ing, individual study and lecture. One can imagine
how quickly an Academy parent would smile upon
hearing Greek phrases during dinner table conversa-
tion. The time of farm chores could serve two useful
purposes. Cow teats could be pulled to the rhythm of
Latin conjugation, "Amo, amas, amat. (squirt)"

College and university bound boys studied Latin
and Greek in the Classical Department to prepare for
entrance examinations. The majority of scholars pur-
sued an English curriculum which embraced a variety
of subjects such as grammar, selected readings, arith-
metic, surveying, writing, geography, logic and music.
The "diffusion and dissemination of knowledge" pro-
gressed from these humble beginnings. In the first
decade of the Academy, twenty percent of the male
scholars went to college and their predominant choice
was Harvard, followed in popularity by Dartmouth,
Brown, Williams and Bowdoin. It would be many years
before female scholars attended college; the academies
served as a substitute for higher female education.

Two or three times a year the trustees, would visit the
school. These "examination days" would typically coin-
cide with board meetings, begin in the late morning
and last for about an hour. Students would recite,
read, calculate and translate, passing the milestones of
intellectual and philosophic progress for their examin-

ers. Over the years, these examinations enlarged in
length and intensity, lasting sometimes for days and
attended by not only the trustees but also relatives,
friends, ministers and townspeople.

"Great Exhibitions" began in 1794. Their origin,
and that of examination days, can be found among the
routine and events at the slightly older academies.
They provided the community and countryside with
cultural entertainment. Dramatic readings of prose
and poetry, singing, music — often supplied by a pro-
fessional troupe — and, in later years, gymnastic rou-
tines highlighted a formal program presented by
Academy students. Latin and Greek orations created
impressive variety. What a maturing experience and
opportunity for the Academy scholars to improve pub-
lic speaking, eliminate stage fright, all the while engen-
dering public appreciation and support.

Monthly dances were held at the close of school on
the village common and "treats" of gingerbread were
handed out by young men with a twinkle in their eyes.

Financial Woes and a Timely Land Grant

Unbeknownst to the diligent, innocent scholars of
the Academy, the trustees were struggling to make
financial ends meet as early as July, 1794. Peletiah
Russell, an original subscriber but not a member of the
board, was appointed "...to collect subscriptions and
other debts due to the trustees..." More than two years
had passed since subscriptions were pledged and many
remained unfulfilled. Surely these founding fathers
would pay for the goodwill and acknowledgement
already bestowed upon them. The following January,

Pikes Abridgement of Larger Work
of Arithmetick by Nicholas Pike

Love's Surveying by John Love
Jenkins' System, The Art of Writing

by John Jenkins
Geography Made Easy by Zedidiah

Morse

Guthrie's Grammar by William
Guthrie

Watts' Logic: Or the Right Use
of Reason by Isaac Watts

The Elements of Logic by William
Duncan

Harmonia Americana by Samuel
Holyoke
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Voted that the committee of arrange-
ments of school, together with the Rev.
Daniel Chaplin & Timothy Bigelow Esq.
be directed to visit the school, as soon as
may be convenient after the next quarter
begins, to enquire into certain disorders,
which took place in the school in the
course of the last quarter, to administer
suitable admonition to the culprits if
detected, to threaten them with being
called before the whole Board of Trustees,
unless they make restitution for the
injury actually committed on the property
of the Academy, and give assurance that
they will strictly conform to the
regulations of the school in time to come,
and to address the whole school on the
necessity 6f importance of due
subordination in all the pupils to the
instruction & government of the
Preceptor.

Trustees' minutes
April 18, 1796

System of Bye-Laws for the Academy
1794

...Let us exert ourselves to train our
youth to habits of order and industry; to
exercise of benevolence and justice; to the
love of simplicity, of virtue, and of their
country, and above all, to a veneration
of religion. Let us endeavor, that in our
literary seminaries every valley of humble
virtue and genius may be exalted; that

the board voted "...that the Treasurer be directed to
collect the outstanding debts due..." Timothy Bigelow
was replaced as Treasurer by Samuel Lawrence in
February, 1796. Lawrence had joined the board in
October, 1794, replacing Thomas Gardner, a town
storekeeper, who served for only four months. The
board empowered and authorized Treasurer Lawrence
to issue "...notes on interest for the money due..."
Preceptors Moor and Williams were among the recipi-
ents of these Academy IOUs during the next few years.
Samuel Lawrence became the first Treasurer to lend
personal funds to the Academy, an unfortunate prece-
dent that would be followed for generations.

Many private academies at this time turned to the
state government for financial grants. These subsidies
were made through grants of public land rather than
cash. It was a system that originated after the
Revolutionary War to pay soldiers. The Academy had
pursued the legislature from its incorporation in 1793
but it was not until more than three years later, in
February, 1797, that die legislature would grant half a
township of six miles square in Northern Maine to
Groton Academy. A careful reading of the petition,
committee report and legislative grant reveals the rela-
tionship of the academies to die Commonwealth. They
were considered part of an organized system of public
and universal education, distributed in different locali-
ties of die state. The provisions of "Dane's Law," as it
would be called, revived the existing academies and
stimulated the establishment of new ones. There was
fierce competition between towns within counties
where no academies existed, the best example being
Norfolk County where Milton succeeded over seven
odier town petitions.

The 11,520 acres in Maine (presently between the
towns of Hodgdon and Houlton, along the Canadian
border) would not be contracted for sale by the
trustees until January, 1799. At that time, the Academy
collaborated with Westford Academy, owner of the
adjacent tract, and negotiated a sale to Zedidiah
Collins and Jacob Clarke for fifty cents an acre.

The trustees were in no position to invest in a survey
or improve the land as did Dummer and Phillips
Academies with their grants. The price of Maine wild
land would remain constant for many years. For
instance, Houlton Academy sold its grant in 1849 for
fifty cents per acre. Clearly, the Groton Academy
trustees' choice to sell as soon as possible was prescient
and timely. The final transaction and deeded title was
executed on January 28, 1805, with John Hodgdon of
Weare, New Hampshire, who had assumed the Groton
Academy contract from Collins and Clarke.

Preceptorial Succession
1796 to 1802

It was not until 1802 that a preceptor would remain
at Groton Academy for more than two years. Teaching
was viewed as a temporary job on an ascent to more
esteemed professions, law and the ministry in particu-
lar. Few gifted teachers could withstand the drudgery
of classroom chores indefinitely. Talented intellectuals
refused to work in this setting for very long as the car-
ing and teaching of children can be exhausting and
poorly esteemed.

During the year 1795, tuition increased to twenty
cents per week and enrollment declined to a total of
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thirty-seven students. The first reference to any disci-
plinary problems at the Academy occurred in the
trustees' minutes of April 18, 1796. Whatever the
event, it likely followed the resignation tendered by
Henry Moor in early 1796. The trustees issued him a
"note on interest for the balance which shall appear to
be due to him," an amount of at least $500. Whether it
was paid before his untimely death in 1798 at age thir-
ty-five is unknown.
<

Timothy Williams assumed the preceptorship in
April, 1796. Raised in West Woodstock, Connecticut,
he graduated from Yale in 1794 and pursued the min-
istry. Although licensed to preach in 1792, he was
never ordained. One year after arriving at Groton
Academy, Preceptor Williams disciplined two of his
pupils by tying them together at the waist and hanging
them over an open door in the schoolhouse. He then
left the building. This event, among other "peculiari-
ties," gave the trustees no choice but to discharge him
from office. Williams moved on to a brief ministerial
position in Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, and a variety
of teaching positions. He was also a Presbyterian
preacher and missionary to the Indians. He died
unmarried in 1849 at age eighty-five. If those two boys
went on to become Senators, Congressmen, college
presidents, lawyers or husbandrymen, we shall never
know. This was the first true test of the Academy's
mandate, in locoparentis.

When Asahel Stearns arrived in 1797, the trustees
had just discontinued the school for a quarter. It was
observed at the time that "the Academy seemed to be
gasping for life." Stearns was born in Lunenburg in
1774 and was a graduate of Harvard. His father, Josiah
Stearns, was a Trustee of the Academy, therefore his

introduction. In October, 1797, the trustees voted him
preceptor since August at "...100 dollars a quarter for
the three succeeding quarters, & allow him to intro-
duce Mr. Mellen as preceptor into the school at the
same compensation, after one quarter from this time,
if he see fit." Leonard Mellen, born in Hopkinton,
1776, was a classmate of Stearns at Harvard. This
arrangement allowed Stearns to occupy the precep-
tor's chair for only two quarters and move on to study
law with Timothy Bigelow in Groton. Stearns was
admitted to the bar in September, 1800, moderated
the town meetings in Chelmsford where he practiced
law and became a Special Justice of the Court of
Common Pleas and County Attorney for Middlesex.
He was elected to Congress in 1814 and was appointed
the first University Professor of Law at Harvard in 1819
where he established the Law School. He resigned
from die Law School in 1829 and died ten years later.

Leonard Mellen's preceptorship of Groton Academy
was from January, 1798, to July, 1799. He was admitted
to the Middlesex bar in September, 1800, and estab-
lished his practice in Charlestown. He died unexpect-
edly while attending court in Concord at age
twenty-eight in 1804.

William Merchant Richardson was born in Pelham,
New Hampshire, in 1774. After graduation from
Harvard in 1797, he taught at Leicester Academy
briefly and began his association with Groton Academy
in December, 1799. Sometime during his tenure which
lasted until January, 1802, Richardson discovered a
profound interest in the law and became a student of
Samuel Dana, a member of the first Board of the
Academy and celebrated Republican lawyer.
Richardson practiced law in Groton for several years,
was a Representative in Congress from 1811 to 1814

every mountain of pride and arrogance
may be made low; that the crooked in
disposition may be made straight, and
the rough places in manners plain. Thus
educated, our youth cannot fail to make
virtuous citizens, and our citizens being
virtuous, our nation must flourish.

William Merchant Richardson
Preceptor, 1799-1802

in a speech, July 4, 1801

Of the Course of Discipline and
Instruction

Art. 9. It is enjoined on the Preceptor
to inculcate on the minds of the Students
the great propriety and importance of this
maxim, First to learn to do right, & then
to do fast.
The General behavior of the Scholars

Art. 1. It shall be the duty of every
Scholar, statedly and reasonably to
attend the public Worship of God, on
Sundays, public Fasts & Thanksgiving
days, and whenever a public Lecture may
be preached in the Meeting House of the
first Parish, unless they have a reasonable
excuse in the opinion of the Preceptor,
and while attending public worship,
shall behave with decency and reverence.

Art. 2. The Scholars shall not trade or
barter with each other, for any kind of
property, unless the parties shall be up-
wards of twenty one years of age, without
the express license of the Preceptor.
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Art. 3. As many great evils to the
School in general, as well as to
Individuals, would manifestly arise from,
a toleration of the practice of Card-
playing among the Students if any of the
Students be discovered to possess playing
Cards, for the purpose of playing with
them, the Cards shall be forfeited and
destroyed; And if any. be guilty of
playing at Cards at anytime in the
Academy building, for the first offense
they shall be admonished by the Preceptor
before the whole School and the
Community at large; for the second
offense, they shall be convened before the
Trustees; and for the third offence, they
shall be expelled from the School by Act of
the Trustees. And it is recommended to
the Preceptor, to restrain the Scholars
from all other improper games, more
expecially within the Academy building.
But they may amuse themselves with
decent Athletick exercises.

Art. 4. No Scholar shall presume to rob
orchards, or gardens, or interfere with any
other property, on pain of being punished
with admonition, or expulsion by act of the
Trustees.

Art. 5. Whatever Scholar shall injure or
destroy any.property belonging to the
Academy, or to Individuals, shall be held to
make sufficient amends.

Art. 6. The punishment of absence,
tardiness, idleness, and other vices and
improprieties, which the Preceptor may
observe in the Students, and which in his

and moved to Portsmouth, New Hampshire in 1814.
Two years later, he. was appointed Chief Justice of the
Superior Court of New Hampshire, a position he held
until his death in 1838. Remembered as a very able
lawyer, he left an enduring mark on the jurisprudence
of his native State.

The landmark case of Dartmouth College vs.
Woodward was decided by Richardson's court. In 1816,
the New Hampshire legislature amended the 1769
charter of Dartmouth College without the consent of
the trustees, changed it from a private to a public insti-
tution and appointed a new board of trustees. The
incorporated Dartmouth College Trustees sued the
defecting William H. Woodward who had been their
secretary-treasurer. Richardson ruled in favor of
Woodward, supporting the state's right to change the
college's charter. Immediately appealed to the United
States Supreme Court, die decision was overturned by
a five to one decision. John Marshall, Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, applied the contract clause of the
Constitution to sustain the validity of a corporate char-
ter, denying the state subsequent power to amend it.

The First Decade: A Postcript

Over three hundred students attended Groton
Academy from 1793 to 1802. More than forty boys
from among these first scholars went on to complete
college. Mathew Thornton attended the Academy in
1794, entered the sophomore class at Dartmouth the
following year and graduated in 1797. He was the first
college graduate of Groton Academy.

The six preceptors who led the school and the twen-
ty-two trustees who graced the board during the first
decade met the demands of the fledgling Academy.
They luxuriated in success, struggled through near
financial ruin but never strayed from their mission for
the children of the town of Groton and its surround-
ing communities.

As America labored to create a new government,
economy and culture, Groton Academy was in place,
contributing to a new education, one that would be
both secular and universal.
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opinion may require correction, is referred to
his Judgement and fidelity.

Art. 7. The Preceptor shall in his
discretion, punish such Scholars as shall be
guilty of the immoralities of lying, swearing
or fighting, by solemn admonition before the
whole School, or otherwise; unless the offense
be attended with aggravating circumstances,
in which case the Preceptor may exhibit the
names of the offenders, with a statemtnt
of their crimes to the board of Trustees at
their next meeting; and the offenders
themselves shall be called up by the
Trustees, to be punished as they shall
judge proper.

Art. 8. The Trustees give it as a
general recommendation of charge to the
Preceptor, candidly and yet carefully to
notice the behavior of his Pupils, both in
and out of the School, to impress on them
the importance of cleanliness, decency
and politeness; to recommend to them
plainess and simplicity; to give them
frequent lessons of Morality, of Wisdom
and Philanthropy; to enjoin on them
Benevolence to all Creatures susceptible
of pleasure and pain; to encourage them
in their Studies, and in all proper and
virtuous pursuits; to countenance and
reward Modesty, to humble Arrogance,
and mortify Vanity; and in all his modes
of punishing, rather to address the Mind
than the Body.

Voted that Joseph Emerson who is
engaged to carry the mail be admitted
into the Academy, according to his
request, at one half the stated price of
tuition, provided he should attend but
half the time. ...The committee
appointed at a former meeting on the
subject of a bell for the Academy,
reported that they had made inquiry,
and find a bell may be obtained suitable
for the purpose at 50 cents per Ib. —
Voted to postpone the purchase of a bell
for the present.

Trustees' minutes
October 20, 1801

System of Bye-Laws for
Groton Academy, 1794





1802-1815 When the trustees met in January, 1802, assem-
bled around Jephthah Richardson's table, their

agenda was to accept the resignation of Preceptor
Richardson, hire Caleb Butler and review finances.
Eleven of the fifteen had been there ten years earlier
when the subscription paper passed from hand to
hand for signatures solemnizing a pledge of money "to
diffuse useful knowledge." They had guided the insti-
tution through financial crisis, petitioned the General
Court for relief and received a land grant. The
Academy possessed $156.09 in cash and a capital bal-
ance of $4641. The fruits of their persistence were evi-
dent and they could look forward to a more confident
and successful future.

Banks were unavailable in Groton as most every-
where else, so the Academy's capital was bonded to
trustworthy individuals at the legally set six percent
interest payable semi-annually. The new Academy poli-
cy provided that no single note could exceed $500 nor
fall below $100. Security was required in the form of
either two co-signers or real estate. If the security
pledge was real estate, its value could not be less than
three times the value of the note. Payment on all notes
was subject to immediate demand. Should interest pay-
ments become untimely, the treasurer would "put in
just the security upon which such delinquency shall
happen."

In 1806, Dr. Oliver Prescott, Jr., the treasurer,
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This Groton Academy seal may have
preceded the original school seal —
an oval with the initials TGA —
presented to the board in 1805 by
James Brazer. Its origin and date is
unknown.

reported a list of seventeen such notes. John Hodgdon,
purchaser of the tract in Maine granted the Academy
by Dane's Law, still held one for $1000. Board mem-
bers themselves held ten others, including Samuel
Lawrence who carried one for $200. The trustees oblig-
ingly allowed merchant James Brazer to continue hold-
ing three notes, one of which, probably purchased
prior to the regulation's enactment, exceeded the
$500 limit by $100. Thus, along with the town's origi-
nal 1793 bond for $666.66, the Academy's capital
stood at a whopping $5136.66, generating an annual
income of $308.20. The year's balance, including liq-
uid assets after expenditures, stood at a comfortable
$5271.05. This is extraordinary for a school which only
ten years previously had almost drowned in a financial
morass.

In 1812, however, something prompted the trustees
to modify their security arrangements. They voted to
require that all monies loaned be secured by real
estate only. Was this change occasioned by some uncol-
lectible debts or by more cautious financial dunking in
reaction to die war with England? Whatever, two years
later, they increased the interest charged on all notes
not secured by property mortgage to ten percent.
Apparently, this maneuver was an attempt to force
those still holding personal notes either to secure their
loans with property or to redeem them. Five years
later, another roster boasted nineteen noteholders
(including seven trustees) who, with the town's bond,
held $5835.58 in Academy funds. This time, no one
indebtedness exceeded $400 except that of Squire
Brazer who held one note for $500. By 1816, the trea-
surer, Caleb Butler, reported a balance on hand of
$6355.06.

Happily, not all issues of the board concerned the
leadership of the school or money. For example, in
1802, Harvard University permanendy rescheduled its
annual commencement from the third Wednesday in
July to the last Wednesday in August. Wishing to
remain in collegial harmony, the trustees immediately
adapted the Academy's yearly calendar. The four terms
remained eleven or twelve weeks in length, each fol-
lowed by a two-week vacation. Thereby, the summer
term closed in August a week prior to Harvard's com-
mencement and the fall term began a week after it in
early September. Since dtey apparently relished "exam-
ening [sic]" or "visiting" die school at term's end, the
trustees altered their meeting dates accordingly.
Consequently, for the next seven years, the trustees
remained in quarterly contact with school affairs.
However, at the February, 1808 meeting, the trustees
appointed Butler, Bullard and Chaplin a committee
"to consider whether any alterations may be made in
the regulations of die Academy for die benefit of the
institution, & if any, what..." Eight trustees having
found dieir report unacceptable in May, ten assembled
at the House of Childs & Hall (the Groton Inn) on
August 23rd to try again. Eventually that day, they ham-
mered out two major changes in dieir modus operandi.
The most important alteration was a switch from four
annual meetings to only one. Dropping diree meetings
reflected a new confidence in the school's ability not
only to survive but to prosper as well. For six years, a
single preceptor had occupied the dais. With stability
achieved, a less frenetic pace would suffice.

Another change involved the board's committee
structure. Until this overhaul, two committees, Finance
and Arrangements, had constitutionally been deemed
sufficient to conduct die board's affairs: one to guide
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financial and material affairs; the other "to take care of
and superintend all matters and things relating to the
Academy," the school's academic and personnel
affairs. An Examining Committee was added with a
mandate "to visit & examine the school three times
annually (viz.) on the Wednesdays preceding the vaca-
tions in Feb. May & Nov. at ten o'clock AM — and at
the close of each examination address the school &
make a prayer." In this fashion, the board dispatched
its representatives to maintain surveillance at those
quarterly times abandoned by the entire board.
Creating such a committee clearly reflected the
trustees' continued awareness of their responsibility to
monitor academic quality. They did not want to risk
lower standards.

By the annual meeting in August, 1816, the board's
membership had changed considerably. Of the origi-
nal trustees, only four remained: Chaplin, Whitney,
Bullard, and Samuel Lawrence. Oliver Prescott, Sr. and
General Henry Woods both passed away in 1804, leav-
ing the Academy bereft of two most ardent promoters.
Nathaniel Thayer resigned in 1803, as did Josiah
Stearns and Henry Bromfield in 1811. Timothy
Bigelow and Dr. Oliver Prescott, Jr, also resigned dur-
ing this period.

Caleb Butler
"Guided By the Hand of Providence"

He was born in Pelham, New Hampshire, in 1776,
and grew up learning to farm, read and write. He
attended the town academy to master the Latin and
Greek requirements for college admission. Upon fur-
nishing evidence of "good moral character" and a

bond for two hundred dollars against payment of his
college bills, Caleb entered Dartmouth in 1797.
Stephen Bemis, soon to become the pastor at Harvard,
Massachusetts, and a trustee of Groton Academy, was
among Caleb's tutors. At graduation in 1800, Caleb
delivered the Latin salutatory oration and received one
of twenty-nine Bachelor of Arts' degrees.

Caleb remained in Hanover for a year to teach at
Moor's Charity School and then traveled to Worcester
to edit a Greek grammar book. En route to Pelham
from Worcester, he travelled through Groton, met
William Lawrence working the fields (an event that
Butler would describe years later as having been "guid-
ed by the hand of Providence") and spent the night
with his friend, Preceptor Richardson. Perhaps, they
talked about the future. Richardson confessed his
greater interest in law than teaching. Buder humbly
confessed no specific plans. Caleb hiked on to Pelham
the next day but would reappear two months later in
Groton, at Richardson's inn, to accept personally a six
mondi job tendered by the Groton Academy Trustees.

It was apparent diat Preceptor Buder knew his sub-
ject matter and enjoyed diffusing it. He ruled the class-
room firmly but kindly and approached the task more
practically tfian did his predecessors. Before the end of
his initial contract, the trustees hired him for anodier
year.

The Social Fraternity

On May 17, 1802, fourteen Academy scholars con-
vened the first formal meeting of an organization that
would survive for more than two decades. The "Social

con-

Mr. William M. Richardson having
requested to be released from his obligation
to keep the school until July next,
3. Voted to release him from said
obligation.
4. Voted to give Mr. Caleb Butler £40.
and one half the tuition for keeping the
school, six months, or until the end of the
term in July next. Mr. Butler being
present, agreed to take the school in this
pecuniary compensation.

Trustees' minutes
January, 1802

The New England academy was
usually a "one-man" institution, depen-
dent for success or failure on the per-
sonality of its principal. Great teachers
like Samuel Moody at Dummer, John
Adams and Samuel H. Taylor at
Andover, Benjamin Abbot at Exeter,
Caleb Butler at Groton, Ebenezer Adams
at Leicester, Simeon Colton at Monson,
Nahum Groce at Westford, Cyrus
Richards at Kimball Union, and
Benjamin Gill at Wilbraham were able to
magnetize large numbers of ambitious
boys. In those days the schoolmaster and
the minister still held uncontested sway in
their communities, and a teacher's foibles
or achievements were the talk of the
countryside.

Claude M. Fuess
Creed of a Schoolmaster, 1939
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As it is of the greatest importance, that
youth, in the earliest part of their
education, should be possessed of all the
advantages which can assist them in
their literary pursuits, and qualify them
for happiness & usefulness in life; as too
great a degree of timidity experienced by
most tyros is an obstacle to scientifical
improvement, an impediment to personal
happiness, & a bar against extensive
usefulness; and as well regulated societies
are found to have a great tendency not
only to inspire with a modest and
suitable confidence, or overcome and
guard against disagreeable habits,
prejudices, and errors, but also to cherish
the social affections, refine the manners
and promote friendship, science and
virtue; therefore, we whose names are
annexed to this constitution, wishing to
avail ourselves of every advantage in our
power for so important and laudable
purposes, and knowing that the good
order and utility of all societies of this
kind depend on the strict adherence of the
members to good & equitable laws, do
solemnly promise to make the following
regulations the rule of our conduct, as
members of the society of the Social
Fraternity.

Preamble to the Constitution of the
Social Fraternity, 1802

Fraternity" of Groton Academy, with a constitution
framed and adopted, was launched. The members
elected their preceptor, Caleb Butler, to the presiden-
cy. No doubt, the concept, organization and constitu-
tion was his creation and derived from his Dartmouth
experiences. (The adaptation of university concepts to
lower school levels was beginning at this time.) It was a
timely innovation with many purposes for Groton
Academy. A similar society was not convened at
Phillips Academy Andover until 1817.

The American Enlightenment shines through its
preamble and constitution. The fraternity was struc-
tured democratically and would include anyone dis-
playing "good moral character and laudable academic
proficiency." Piety, temperance and civic virtue were
the virtues stressed, while a pledge of secrecy tested
honor. If it sounds like an instrument for instilling
republican morality, it was precisely that. Members
wore medals to add distinction and assessed diemselves
fifty cents each for the privilege. When a member
departed, he could return his medal and "be paid for
it by the treasurer, a reasonable allowance being made
for the damage."

A special goal Butler set for the Social Fraternity was
creating an Academy library. It would provide scholars
access to books other than prescribed texts. The first
recorded mention of an actual library was a vote to
form a committee charged with noting the rules, num-
bering books and inscribing each with the donor's
name. By 1806, forty-four books stored in a trunk in
the Philosophical Room awaited a scholar's attention.
By 1814, the number soared to eighty-seven. Six years
later, the last recorded figure stood at an even one
hundred. It was quite an achievement, considering the

times. Sixty-three of those volumes survived until at
least 1850 when the school published a library cata-
logue. Until June, 1812, only members held book-bor-
rowing privileges. In that year, however, the first of
many subsequent votes allowed "the Ladies liberty Now
resident of Groton Academy to read the Books in the
Library for this quarter."

As a teaching method, the Social Fraternity motivat-
ed scholars to declaim and compose in English and to
translate classical texts. In a supportive atmosphere,
they engaged their peers in criticism and debate. As
college preparation, the society was well adapted to die
period. Twenty-three of its first eighty members later
graduated from Dartmouth, Harvard or Williams.
Preceptor Butler's fraternity provided truly relevant
training and adequately fulfilled his expectations.
During its twenty-three-year life span, three hundred
and seventy-eight initiates signed the Minute Book at
some five hundred and sixty-two meetings. On the first
day of most spring and fall terms, the society spon-
sored exhibitions, sometimes publicly but usually
before only the trustees and fellow Academy scholars.

The Frigid Declamation of a Hog Reeve

While at Dartmoudi, Caleb taught a winter term at a
district school in Dracut, the Massachusetts town
neighboring his native Pelham. Clarissa Varnum was
among his charges then as she was again in 1802 while
enrolled at Groton Academy under the "new master."
They were married in 1804, and Clarissa brought a
dowry known to have included a cow and a hive of
bees. In 1806, Caleb erected a large home across the
Great Road opposite the Academy. Immediately to the
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Caleb Butler, Preceptor of Groton Academy from 1802
to 1810; and from 1812 to 1815.
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Voted that Mr. Butler, & Oliver Prescott
& James Brazer Esquire be a committee,
invested with discretionary power, to
procure a Preceptress to teach embroidary,
etc. in the Academy, and prepare the
academy hall for the accommodation of a
female school, during the period of one
quarter, to begin at the commencement of
the term in June next, at 50 cents tuition
per week, each scholar.

Heard the report of the Committee to
set up a female school in the Academy,
that they had engaged a Miss Clapp of
Woburn at $5 a week, with her board, &
that said school would commence at the
beginning of the next term.

Voted that, the Trustees permit the
female school to continue during the next
quarter, relinquishing their right of ten
cents per week each scholar — also
allowing Mr. Butler & Miss Clapp the
use of the Academy hall for the
accommodation of said school, gratis,
provided said Butler & Clapp continue
the said school at their own risk.

Trustees' minutes
February, 1807

northeast stood the town-owned District School #1
with so small a plot that Butler allowed the town schol-
ars the use of his well and "necessary house." His civic
responsibilities included one term as the town hog
reeve in 1805.

"Apparatus" and an Eclipse

Newer subjects were beginning to compete with
Latin, Greek, English, logic and math for academic
attention. To be taught effectively these subjects
required something more than just textbooks, that is
to say, "apparatus." Beginning in 1804, Butler persuad-
ed the board to purchase a set of instruments, includ-
ing a quadrant, for surveying. Two years later, the
board authorized the purchase of an atlas and map of
the United States.

The Academy had not yet purchased a telescope in
1806. However, the Preceptor borrowed one for a total
eclipse of the sun on June 16th. Accompanied by his
Academy scholars, Butler observed the "sublime spec-
tacle" and wrote a four page article which appeared in
the Medical and Agricultural Register. He observed honey
bees "to be fast gathering to the hives" and livestock
"discover[ing] their consternation, by ceasing to feed
and looking around with a wild stare...The scene sure
bore faint resemblance to that, when first the Almighty
said, 'Let there be light: and there was no light.'"

Nearly thirty-five years later, Amos Lawrence would
donate a telescope to the Academy, making special
provision for Caleb Butler to have access to it.

A Five Act Comedy and Experiments with
the Ladies

At the annual exhibition on August 21, 1804,
Preceptor Butler staged a student dramatic presenta-
tion at the Groton meetinghouse. The Poor Gentleman, a
five act comedy by George Colman, Jr., premiered at
London's Covent Garden in 1800. The characters
included a "self-centered, insensitive but fashionable
London wag, a family of uncouth, yet faithful country
folk, a modest but gallant hero and a beleaguered, vir-
tuous heroine." A huge success with laughter and plau-
dits resounding through the hall, it was perhaps the
first Academy dramatic event of its kind.

During the years under Caleb Butler's preceptor-
ship, the average enrollment in the Academy was fifty-
four students. Female enrollment declined from
twenty-one in 1805 to eleven in 1806, likely precipitat-
ing new methods of luring a female clientele. The
Academy was a coeducational venture from the begin-
ning but it was one on strictly male terms. Young mis-
tresses pursued the same curriculum (English) as
young masters because the "feminine arts" (embroi-
dery, drawing, painting and music) were not offered.

In 1807, the trustees authorized a "female school"
under the direction of Susan Clapp on the second
floor of the schoolhouse. Female enrollment increased
from twenty-six in 1807 to forty in 1808, only to drop
back to eighteen in 1809 when the experiment was
abandoned.

In 1810, Caleb Butler resigned his preceptorship,
unable to support five children on a salary of two hun-
dred sixty-eight dollars plus half the tuition revenues.
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Voted that Mr. Butler have the use of
the Academy hall, gratis, for the purpose
of a female school, from the middle of
May to the middle of Oct. next, free of
expense to the Trustees, and under their
control.

Trustees' minutes
February, 1808

"A Castle in the Island of Guernsey" drawn at Groton Academy by Betsy Barnard, July, 1807.
(Courtesy of Groton Historical Society.)
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A VALEDICTORY ORATION,
pronounced in the hall of
Groton Academy
August 19, 1806
By ISAAC JONES
Mens, utili erditione instructa,
delectationem voluptatemque praebet.
[A mind equipped with learning provides
delight and pleasure]

When we survey this habitable globe,
and consider the studies and arts of
mankind to promote their happiness, we
see that nature and reason combine to
teach us, that mankind are formed for
society. Every rational individual is
obligated by the ties of nature to pursue
some laudable occupation, that he may
become useful to himself and his friends.
The acquirement of useful knowledge is a
pleasing employment for the virtuous
and the wise. The study of the liberal arts
has occupied the attention of the great
and the good more or less in every age of
the world. A man destitute of an
education may justly be compared to
"marble, which, when it is taken out of
the quarry, shows none of its inherent
beauties, until it has undergone the labor
of the polisher; education in the same
manner, when it works upon the noble
mind, draws out to view every latent
virtue and perfection, which without
such help must forever have remained in
obscurity." A knowledge of the arts and
sciences improves and inlarges [sic] the

He returned to the preceptor's desk within two years,
probably unable to meet the expenses of that burgeon-
ing family, at which time his salary was increased to
three hundred dollars.

Sometime during this period, Caleb Buder decided to
study law. He read under Luther Lawrence who was the
town's most prominent lawyer. Buder was appointed jus-
tice of the peace in 1814, a position he would hold for
over forty years. That same year he passed the Middlesex
County bar examination. Attorney Buder opened his law
office in a small structure flanking the Great Road just
soudi of Hall's Inn and neighboring Thomas Gardner's
store (what is today's Waters House lawn). He rarely
attended court, but confined his work to preparing legal
papers and settling estates. His practice flourished and
the severe financial difficulties that he endured previ-
ously vanished.

The Interregnum

The Caleb Buder years at Groton Academy were a dis-
tinguished period. During the eleven years of his two
tenures (1802 to 1810 and 1812 to 1815), 375 young
men and 230 ladies studied under his faithful tutelage.
Approximately seventeen percent of the males went on
to college. Every facet of the Academy was improved,
refined and tested. Preceptor Buder's legacy would last
for many years, even beyond his tenure on the board
until 1836.

Although Butler dominated the preceptor's desk
between 1802 and 1815, two others, Isaac Jones and
Samuel Woodbury, also occupied the position during
his interregnum. Each instructed only one year.

Isaac Jones was born in Hopkinton in 1783. After
studying with David Palmer (Academy trustee) in
Townsend, Isaac enrolled at Groton Academy in 1806
for three terms. His address to die Academy in August is
the only surviving piece of prose of that era produced by
an Academy student. It clearly reflects the influence a
classical education had on young men. Jones entered
Williams College and graduated in 1810. He returned to
Groton Academy in September, tfiis time as its precep-
tor. No doubt, he received the offer from Reverend
Palmer who sat on the Committee of Arrangements,
searching for a replacement for Caleb Buder. After his
Academy appointment was fulfilled the following year,
Jones moved on to study theology with Reverend
Samuel Austin in Worcester and was ordained in 1816.
For more than diirty years thereafter, he acted as pastor
and revivalist. He published nearly fifty sermons and
other religious pamphlets. In 1842, he retired to a small
farm in Derry, New Hampshire, where he died at age
ninety-one.

Isaac Jones' successor at Groton Academy in 1811 was
Samuel Woodbury. Born in Salem, New Hampshire, in
1784, he entered Dartmoudi at twenty-diree. While at
Dartmouth, he was seriously concerned with self-
improvement and formed a private study group dubbed
the "Gymnasium Adelphon." The dozen other men
maintained secrecy by gentlemen's agreement and, at
weekly meetings, diey practiced compositions, debating
and declamation. The group lasted four years until grad-
uation in 1811. He moved to Groton, assumed the pre-
ceptorship and roomed with the Buders. When Caleb
Butler reassumed the Academy dais in 1812, Woodbury
began law studies under William M. Richardson. He was
admitted to die bar in June, 1815, but when his fiancee,
Susan Lawrence (sister of Amos and William), died in
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August, he was overwhelmed, and moved to Portsmouth
to practice law near his former mentor Richardson. He
quickly abandoned the practice and returned to
Hanover to study divinity under the Reverend Francis
Brown, Dartmouth's new president. He was ordained
two years later at the Congregational Church in North

Yarmouth, Maine. The Reverend Samuel Woodbury
married Mary Lawrence (sister of Susan, Amos and
William) in Groton, 1818, and carried her back to the
threshold in North Yarmouth. He contracted consump-
tion and died the following year, two months before his
daughter was born.

understanding, softens and refines the
manners of mankind and, combined
with virtue and Christianity, renders a
society or nation peculairly florishing
[sic] and happy.

We live in a land and an age, highly
favored, as it respects our rights and
privileges, both civil and religious. While
the nations of the east are called to the
field of battle, familiarized to toils distress
and dangers, and trained to plunder,
treachery, and human slaughter, the
tranquil smiles of peace seek their abode
on the quiet shores of this our American
land. Here many public institutions and
colleges are established, and endowed
with able and eminent professors, and
the sons of Columbia enjoy the happy
privilege of being publicly educated in all
the liberal arts and sciences.

Here where once the tawny savage
skulked along the narrow path with
instruments of death, waylaying our
forefathers on every side, seeking to rob
them of every thing, which was near and
dear to them; setting fire to their
dwellings and sanctuary, seizing the
lender offspring from the bosom of the
heartakeing [sic] parent, beheading and
mangleing [sic] the bodies of the dead!
Now how altered is the scene! These
barbarous savages have fled to a far
distant land. The husband-man has
now for many years cultivated his own
vineyard; "having none to molest or
make him affraid [sic]." For many years



301 1802-1815

how this place, as well as many other
parts of our country, rapidly increased in
wealth and population. Many elegant
habitations, a sanctuary and a building
for the cultivation of the liberal arts,
have been erected. Here we enjoy the
smiles of freedom and liberality. Hail
happy privileges! Hail delightful
enjoyment! The clouds of ignorance are
in a great measure disspelled from this
our western hemisphere, and here the fair
sun of science sheds copiously his
beauteous rays.

At this institution youth are initiated
into the various branches of science, and
their minds prepared for pursuing them
more extensively at higher seminaries, or
they are rendered capable of transacting
the various affairs of life with propriety
and honor.

Here we are instructed in the first
principles, nature, structure and idioms
of our native language; and taught how
to read, write and use it on all occasions
with propriety.

Here we are taught also the Greek and
Latin languages spoken in the early ages
of the world, and though they are now
termed dead yet they shall live, so long as
oratory, eloquence, poetry, or any of the
beauties of language, are admired.

Here we are taught not only to use
language with propriety, but also with
beauty and elegance to make it pleasing,
captivating and persuasive.

Here we are taught the computation

of numbers which is indispensibly
necessary in all our transactions with
each other.

Here we are taught the right exercise
of reason in our search after truth to
guard against fallacious and
sophistical reasoning, and to form
convincing arguments from granted
premises.

Here though confined within the
limits of these narrow walls, we become
acquainted with our whole earth, its
various countries and oceans, its rivers
and mountains, the situation of its
several parts, its inhabitants, their laws,
their religion, their customs and
manners; without this knowledge
commerce must cease, and in vain
would the marriner [sic] stear [sic] his
ship through the trackless and
tempestuous ocean.

But not confined to this terrestrial
ball, which in comparison with "the
astonishing, grand furniture of the
skies, is but a dim speck hardly
perceptible in the map of the universe,"
we traverse the boundless fields of ether,
and take a more comprehensive view of
the works of creation. Here we view
worlds on worlds performing their stated
revolutions through the sky, and by their
steady motions accommodating their
inhabitants with the agreeable
succession of "day and night, summer
and winter, seed time and harvest." No
longer plunged in the ignorance and

superstition of the ancients; we can now
behold the various phenomena of the
celestial bodies with a pleasing
satisfaction; and instead of being
frightened for the fate of Kings and
Empires, when the sun or moon are
obscured; we can behold the sun in his
meridian glory and suddenly hide his
face, and leave us in more than
midnight gloom with no other emotions
than those, which arise from the
grandeur and sublimity of the scene,
and a contemplation of the wonderful
works of the glorious Creator. Here is
printed in the most legible and indeliable
[sic] characters the wisdom, power,
benificence [sic] and glory of the
supreme Architect of the universe.

My fellow travellers in the path of
science,

In compliance with your request
permit me now to address you perhaps
for the last lime. The relation, we bear to
each other as scholars, is now about to
be dissolved. The lime we have spent
here together is gone, and never can be
revoked. Let us look back, and consider,
how we have spent our time. Have we
been faithful to ourselves, our parents
and our instructor'? Have we spent our
fleeting moments in such a manner,
that we feel ourselves approved1? Youth is
the best time we shall ever have for
acquiring useful knowledge; the mind is
then more disembarrassed and free from,
the cares of the world, than it will be at
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any future period. And let us not only
reflect on our past lives, but look
forward, and consider how, we are to
become useful to our fellow creatures,
and also contemplate on things,
pertaining to the future world. Death is
the common lot of all! Many of our
fellow youth, who sat out with us on the
journey of life, have gone to that
"Country, from whose bourne no
traveller returns," and it is of the greatest
importance, that we be prepared for our
last and solemn change. Though in the
arts and sciences, we should equal
Newton, Milton or Locke, and yet be
destitute of virtue and religion, we never
can enjoy the happiness of the future
world. Do we wish to be worthy of the
dignified name of the true patriot? Then
we must be possessed of virtue and
religion; for the vitious [sic] man is an
enemy to himself and his country, and
knows nothing of true patriotism. With a
humble hope, that our lives may be
prolonged, and that we may become
useful members of church and society; a
we tender each other [sic] an affectionate
farewell.

Amiable companions,
With the tenderness of a true friend I

would now address myself to you; your
society is agreeable, and you sustain
unblemished characters. Yet you will
permit me to remaind you of the
importance of pursuing the path of
virtue with patience, alacrity and

delight. Be aware of the flattering
intrigues of the desolute libertine. Never
listen to the fair words and false speaches
[sic] of a vile deceiver: Let virtue be your
anchor to keep you stedfast, and a
rudder to direct your course through the
innumerable rocks and quicksands, to
which your age and sex are peculiarly
exposed. Many of the endowments and
talents, you now possess will entirely
cease with the present state. "Beauty and
wit will die. Learning will vanish away
and all the arts of life will soon be
forgotten. But true virtue will forever
remain." This will afford you exquisite
delight, when those blooming
countenances shall have become pale,
when those active limbs shall have ceased
to move and when those lips shall be
locked in silence forever.

Honored instructor;
Your kind and persevering attention

to us demands our respect, and excites
our warmest gratituude. Under your care
we have lived happily together. By your
precept and example we have been
taught, that there is an essential
difference between right and wrong,
virtue and vice, and tenderly
admonished to pursue the one, and
avoid the other. May your life be long
and happy, and your health and useful-
ness prolonged. For years have youth
been committed to your care and
instruction; be pleased to except [sic] our
humble thanks for your assiduity in

acting the part of a good and faithful
instructor. May you enjoy the pleasure of
seeing your pupils make rapid advances
in science and virtue; and finally when
the arts of life shall have no further use;
may we all meet you in that world where
our knowledge and happiness will
forever increase.

Venerable fathers,
To you we look up for patronage and

encouragement in our pursuing the
paths of science and virtue. Under your
protection and guid- ance, we have
enjoyed many valuable privileges. Here
we have experienced the benefit of your
liberal donations. Here we have inhaled
the delicious draught of science. Here we
have tasted of the fountain of useful
knowledge. Here we have surrounded the
altar of Minerva with sacred oblation.
Though your ages have all arrived at
meridian glory, and some of you are on
the decline of life; yet we humbly hope
that your lives and usefulness will be
prolonged, that by you the mouths of
demagogues and infidels may be stopped;
and that under your auspicies patriotism
and pure religion may revive and
flourish. Calm and tranquil may the
future scenes be, though which you have
to pass on this side the grave. And when
the last trump [sic] shall sound, may
you then be introduced into the realms of
endless filidty [sic].





1815-1836 The Bachelor Days

Following Caleb Butler's retirement from teaching
in 1815, the Academy's by-laws, first written in

1794, underwent complete revision. No copy of that
revision has survived. Only by piecing together events
in school life during this period can we discern the
progress of Groton Academy.

During the two decades after Caleb Butler left teach-
ing, eight young gentlemen presided over Groton
Academy. Except for the last, all were under twenty-
five, single and held the Academy post for less than
three years. All, the last included, used the position as
a way station on the road to another career.

Abel Conant, born in Milford, New Hampshire, on
July 17, 1793, assumed the preceptorship in
September, 1815, fresh from his Dartmouth gradua-
tion. While at the Academy, he resided across the
street with the Butlers. In May, 1819, one of Conant's
students, John I. Burrage of Leominster wrote a friend
and former schoolmate, Alvah Crocker of Fitchburg,
that the school enrolled about thirty-five students and
that "the Preceptor is as usual kind and endearing, yet
he has faults, & who has not?" And what were Conant's
faults? "He does not drill us enough; drilling especially
to such dull minds as mine, is very essential." Many
years later, another student remembered Conant as a
"grave, learned, faithful and friendly instructor." He
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Dear Friend
. . . we have got a very full school this

quarter and plenty of ladies although not
many very handsome ones yet we have
now and then one such as Lucy Prescott,
Mary Ann Giles etc .. We have one very
handsome one with whom I am almost
in love. Her name is Mary Ann Parker.
She has excelent [sic] learning, plenty of
wit, a handsome countenance and in a
word she has all the accomplishments
which can render a lady agreable [sic]; I
think that when she looks at me she does
not look with unfavourable eyes. Smith I
will tell you the truth. I am in love,
almost.

The preceptor makes us speak pieces
every Wednesday [sic] I am hamering
[sic] yet on the Greek Testament. I have
got through the first epistle to the
Corinthians and get about 6 or 8
chapters a Day . . .

. . . I have been very lazy this quarter
for I have not yet got through the Greek
Testament & Ralph Farnsworth has
begun Minerva but I hope that if I study
well I shall be able to enter college in a
year from next commencement. .

You wrote me, that you thought I was
in love but I believe that you will [see
from] my last [letter] that I am not so.

Yesterday Mr. Mace, a man that lives
with Mr. Brigham, Sumner Boynton,
John Bryant & myself all went fishing
down to sand pond. We caught about a

relinquished the preceptorship in November, 1820, to
continue his studies elsewhere. While teaching,
Conant also studied theology and received a call from
the Leominster Church where he was ordained in
1821. Nine months later, Conant married Rebecca
Adams of Amherst, New Hampshire. She was a young
woman five years his junior who, in 1814, had enrolled
in the Academy. Abel may well have been her teacher.
Abel Conant died in 1836, survived by his wife and two
daughters.

Even less is known about Abel Conant's two succes-
sors, Ephraim Sherman, Jr., and Eber Child.

Sherman was a native of East Sudbury, now
Wayland, and born in 1795. He attended Harvard,
graduating in 1819 and came directly to the Academy
where he remained for two years. Subsequently, he
moved to Natchitoches, Louisiana, to study law with
Henry A. Bullard, a former Academy student who was
gaining prominence in that state's legal profession.
Soon after he arrived in the south, however, Sherman's
career was precipitously cut short by yellow fever. He
died in 1822.

Eber Child was born in Thetford, Vermont in 1798.
He prepared for college at Randolph Academy and
graduated from Dartmouth in 1821. After his two-year
Groton Academy preceptorship, he attended Andover
Theological Seminary and graduated in 1826. During
his ministerial career, he held pulpits in Deering, New
Hampshire, Calais, Maine, and Byron, Varysburg and
Newstead, New York. He ended his days in 1847, in
Wisconsin, where he worked for the Home Missionary
Society. He is said to have been a scholarly man with a
reputation as an "elocutionist."

Born in 1799, David Oliver Allen attended New
Ipswich and New Salem academies and entered
Williams College in September, 1819. Two years later,
however, he transferred to Amherst College which had
just been established as an alternative to Unitarian
dominated Harvard College. In the spring of 1823,
Allen was offered the Groton Academy's preceptorship
on the condition that he have a regular college diplo-
ma. Since Amherst was yet unchartered, it could not
confer degrees. Ingeniously, Allen concocted a solu-
tion. Union College in Schnectady, New York, held its
commencement a week earlier than Amherst. He trav-
eled to the college and easily passed a series of exami-
nations. Union's faculty then voted him into its senior
class. He promptly received a diploma and returned to
Amherst for a second, diplomaless, graduation cere-
mony. Upon leaving Groton Academy, Allen entered
Andover Theological Seminary and graduated in 1827.
He then joined the Congregationalist foreign mission-
ary service and sailed to Bombay, India, where he
served conspicuously for a quarter-century, translating
the scriptures into Marathi. Allen returned from India
in 1853 and spent the last four years of his life in
Lowell with his fourth wife.

To Asa F. Lawrence belongs the distinction of being
the only native Grotonian ever to serve as either the
Academy's preceptor, principal or headmaster.
Christened plain Asa Lawrence shortly after his birth
in 1800, twenty years later he petitioned the General
Court to assume the middle name Farnsworth in
recognition of his mother's family. His maternal
grandfather, Oliver Farnsworth, and his oldest uncle,
Oliver junior, had marched side by side to Cambridge
in April, 1775, with the same company as Samuel
Lawrence. Although he belonged to an entirely differ-
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ent branch of the family from the Farmers' Row
Lawrences (his father and Samuel's children shared
great great great grandfathers), he too could claim dis-
tinguished lineage on both sides of his family. His
grandfather, Captain Asa Lawrence, commanded one
of Groton's companies responding to the April alarm
and fought at Bunker's hill where he "risqued his Life
at the Command of general Putnam to Burn one of
the Enemies armed Vessels and after many attempts he
finally effected the same whereby there was an acquisi-
tion of twelve peices [sic] of Cannon [sic] to the
Public..."

Asa Lawrence entered the Academy at age thirteen
and prepared for Harvard under Caleb Butler and
Abel Conant. He was admitted to Harvard in February,
1820, and graduated, along with three other fellow
Groton Academites, in 1824. After his one year
Academy preceptorship, he became a student of
Luther Lawrence and qualified for the bar in
December, 1828. He moved to Pepperell where he
opened his practice. In 1837, he married Sarah Jane
Bancroft, daughter of Groton's prominent physician,
Dr. Amos Bancroft, a girl with whom he had attended
the Academy. In 1841 and 1844, the county elected
him to the State Senate; in 1845, he and five others
were incorporated into the Groton and East Wilton
Railroad Company; and, in 1848, the Governor
appointed him Commissioner of Insolvency for
Middlesex County, a post he held for seven years. In
May, 1850, he moved to Cambridge. There he kept his
law practice for six years and was elected to the State's
House of Representatives. He retired to Groton where
he died on December 27, 1873.

Academy Pen Pals

Excerpts from the letters written by fifteen-year-old
Norman Seaver to his friend, Albert Smith, in
Peterborough, New Hampshire, reveal the life of a stu-
dent at this time. Norman entered the Academy in
1815 and attended for the next three years. He joined
the Social Fraternity in 1815 and, in March of the fol-
lowing year, was elected its Latin censor. Seaver went
on from Groton to attend Middlebury College. He
stayed only a year, transferred to Harvard and graduat-
ed in 1822. While at Harvard, he was fined two dollars
for "a festive entertainment" at Porter's tavern. One
month later, more serious infractions and conse-
quences were recorded in the Harvard College
records: to wit,

...a considerable portion of the sophmore class was
assembled at the room occupied by Seaver of that class;
and it being provided by law, that every student is
responsible for disturbances — made in his room, —
Therefore voted, That since a very outrageous & long
continued noise was made at Seaver's room, he be, —
and — hereby is, suspended for three months. To be
under the care of Rev. Mr. Clark of Norton.

The following year, Norman Seaver was "consigned
for negligence." Although he received a diploma, he
did not attend the ceremonies as the faculty voted him
early leave for travel.

Seaver returned to Groton where he studied law
under Luther Lawrence and courted his eldest daugh-
ter, Anna Maria, whom he eventually married. He
roomed in the home of William F. Brazer, next-door to
his alma mater. Seaver became a lawyer in Boston, a
member of the city's Common Council, and moved to

hundred fish and had a fine time of it.
I expect my father down here the first

week in October and I think it likely that
I shall go to Montreal about that time.
Come here if possible before I go away . . .

We had not a very beautiful set of
females last quarter although we had a
few that were midling such as Mary
Giles, Sarah Rigeway [sic], Mary Ann
Parker, Eliza Bancroft, Lucy Prescott,
Anna Gilson, Sarah Parker & etc.

Nehemiah Willard was not here last
quarter but 1 expect him this. John [sic]
Bryant does not come this quarter.

Wednesday before last the Social
Fraternity met there being W C Chaplin,
Joseph Brown, Ralph Farnsworth &
myself present; we made coice of William
C Chaplin for president, Ralph
Farnsworth V. President, J Brown sect,
and myself Latin Censor. Farnsworth
quite put out because we did not choose
him president and he has not spoke a
word to Brown or myself since that time
to our great sorrow!

On Thursday the 10th of Oct. we
shall have muster in this town where it
was last year. Capt. Childs is to be chief
of the Indian warriors &" I am one of
them.

We have a few handsome girls this
quarter such [as] Lucy Prescott, Sarah
Ridgway, Elizabeth Brown, Eliza
Bancroft & etc.
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The Academy schoolhouse (on left) and Brazer House in 1820. It is the earliest surviving image of Groton Academy and
the work of Henrietta Butler, a daughter of Caleb Butler and an Academy student beginning in 1810.
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St. Louis where he engaged in a mercantile business.
He died in 1838.

Seaver's friend, Albert Smith, and his two years
older cousin, Jonathan, attended the Academy
between 1813 and 1816. Only Jonathan was immediate-
ly able to attend college. He graduated from Harvard
in 1819. Albert, however, remained at home to work
for his father as a cotton spinning superintendent in
the mill. It was during this time that Norman Seaver
kept him abreast of Academy affairs.

After five years, more prosperous business condi-
tions allowed Albert to attend Dartmouth from where
he graduated in 1825. After working a few years he
decided to become a physician. He began the process
by attending the medical lectures at Bowdoin Medical
School. From there, he went on to the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City. Finally, in
1833, he received his M.D. from the Dartmouth
Medical School. Smith began his distinguished career
in Leominster, returned to Peterborough, and ten
years later, was appointed Professor of Materia Medica
and Therapeutics at Dartmouth Medical School. He
lectured there until 1870 at which time the college
conferred on him an honorary LL.D.

Were these typical Groton Academy students? Only
a small percentage of the boys went on to college,
fewer still attaining the ranks of captain of industry or
professor of medicine. It is fair to say that the disci-
pline, scholarship and refinement taught at the
Academy contributed to their success.

The Church Split

In the early part of the nineteenth century the
Congregational churches in New England were in a
state of ferment on the question of the Trinity, the
"long-slumbering feud between orthodox Calvinists
and liberal Unitarians." The theological seminary at
Andover trained the orthodox while Harvard became
the natural place for training Unitarians. In many of
the churches some of the congregation had become
Unitarians while others remained "orthodox." Under
the Congregational form of church government
whichever party held a majority retained the church
property; and the other party, if it saw fit, seceded. In
Groton, the orthodox party was a majority of the
church but a minority of the town. Led by Rev. Daniel
Chaplin, they seceded from the First Parish congrega-
tion, built a house of worship in 1825 and selected
Reverend John Todd as their minister and pastor in
1826. The society was denominated the "Union
church."

Elizur Wright

Elizur Wright was raised in Connecticut and Ohio.
His father was the head of Tallmadge Academy from
whence he graduated. After teaching for two years to
earn money, he set off for New Haven in 1822 to enroll
at Yale College. He carried a letter from his father (an
alumnus) recommending his son and two friends to
the Yale faculty.

Yale's curriculum, like Harvard's, was rigidly pre-
scribed and consisted of large dosages of drill. During
the first diree years, the class was divided into two or

/ am reading Greek Minerva at the
rate of 6 pages per day. Nehemiah
Willard has not yet made his appearance
at the Academy although I expected him
at the beginning of the quarter. . .

P.S. John Bryant does not come this
quarter because his father thought he
spent too much money last quarter. I
expect he is gone to sea before this time.

Our thanksgiving here was on
Thursday the 28th. It passed away with
me as other days except that I went to
church and had a little better dinner
than usual . I had an invitation to a
ball in the evening but I did not see fit to
go for it was a Northeaster.

I am now reading Salust. I go about
6 or 7 pages a day... I hope it is not your
Dear Caroline that is the coquette you
mentioned; my opinion upon coquetry is
much the same as yours; but I fear you
judge her to [sic] hastily; coquetish airs
are easily discerned and I should think
you would have perceived there a
[garbled] before perhaps you will say
"there must be a first" but I should think
that the "first" would have been
perceived before now. but I wish you to
give me a more particular account of her
and then I can give you my mind much
better.

Dreary Winter is coming on it is true
but still it brings pleasures with it as well
as dreariness, that is the only season in
•which the husbandman rest [sic] from
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his labour; that is the only season in
which we who are young spend so many
hours in the pleasant amusements of
skiing; Winter to me is the season for
pleasure, nothing I delight in so much as
to walk in the pleasant moonlight nights
of winter when the silver moon that floats
through azure sky dappled now and then
with [?] straggling along, it brings to my
mind the remembrance of pleasures, past
pleasures to be experienced no more

I received a letter from my father last
week. I do not expect him here until
January so I suppose I shall go to the
Academy the whole of this quarter, there
is [sic] only about 20 scholars that go
this qt.

from the letters of Norman Seaver to
Albert Smith,

July - December, 1816

...be careful of your eyes and not study
by candle light too late, and be careful to
exercise. I am glad to hear that there is
useful exercise that students may make a
benefit to themselves or some one else; for
I have no doubt the time will come when
the kicking a foot-ball and many other
trifling not to say expensive amusements
which have exercise as an excuse, will be
out of fashion, and why should not they
be now out of fashion with all those that
have the welfare of their fellow beings at
heart. Are there not destitute widows and

three groups, each in the care of a tutor who generally
met his students three times daily for recitation on dif-
ferent subjects. The tutors may have provided some
help or explanation during recitation periods but
never offered assistance outside class. Only during
their senior year were students exposed to the instruc-
tion of the president and the professors who gave lec-
tures on their various subjects.

Wright was offered the preceptorship at Groton
Academy in his senior year by Todd who was impressed
by recommendations from the college faculty.
Although not yet a trustee of the Academy, Todd was
charged with the responsibility to appoint a new head
of the school.

Wright was aware of the church controversy in
Groton and was reluctant to accept the preceptorship.
He frankly told Todd that his own orthodoxy might
not be up to standard and that the Academy might suf-
fer from the opposition of the Unitarians. Todd
assured Elizur Wright that he had not selected him
from his entire class at Yale without inquiring about his
orthodoxy. Todd also said that it was not intended to
run the school as a sectarian institution. (This could be
done because of the orthodox majority on the Board.)
Thus assured, Wright accepted, made a brief visit to his
Tallmadge home and traveled to Groton to assume the
preceptorship in 1826.

Preceptor Wright began school at the Academy with
only thirteen scholars, a "paucity" which was "a sad
damper" on his initial enthusiasm. By the middle of
October, however, he wrote home that the number
had increased to thirty-four and that his friends
seemed well satisfied. The Reverend Mr. Todd had

promised to keep the Academy out of the religious tur-
moil, but that was easier said than done. Wright's sec-
ond term opened in November with fifteen scholars
which included "some hardened rogues and some
spoiled children especially from Unitarian families." A
week later he further reported an increase in enroll-
ment to fourteen, "some very low-bred scoundrels
among them," who were "very apt to make disturbance
in time of prayer." Wright proceeded to chastise them
with a lecture "intended to make their ears tingle." It
had, he was glad to say, "produced the desired effect
thus far." In Groton, he continued the crusade against
intoxicating beverages which he had begun in the Phi
Beta Kappa society at Yale.

The most important event of Elizur's Groton years
was meeting and falling in love with Susan Clark, a
pupil during his first year. He contemplated entering
the ministry but as the second year of his preceptor-
ship concluded, he decided to join the American Tract
Society as an agent to distribute religious materials in
western Pennsylvania. In March, 1829, he accepted an
offer to become Professor of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy at Western Reserve College. He rejected an
offer of a tutorship at Yale because it required him to
remain single during its tenure. He returned to
Groton in September to marry Susan Clark and imme-
diately took her to Hudson, Ohio, where they began a
new phase in their lives.

Wright would teach for only four more years. He
immersed himself in the antislavery issue as a speaker,
writer, editor and organizer (American and New York
City Anti-Slavery Societies) and returned to Boston in
1839. He established his own newspaper in 1846, The
Chronotype, which promoted "good nature, good neigh-
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borhood, and good government," and antislavery poli-
tics. After a visit to England in 1844, Wright became
interested in life insurance reform, "lobbying for the
widow and orphan." He prepared the first actuarial
tables in America and became the first Insurance
Commissioner of Massachusetts. Also an avid nature
preservationist, he died in 1885.

Although the trustees' minutes make no mention,
Elizur Wright later claimed that the changes during his
tenure were produced by his surprising ability to "beg
funds for such purposes." Creating a school library was
one part of a major internal overhaul of the Academy's
academic fare initiated by Elizur Wright in 1827. At
their annual meeting in August, the thirteen trustees
present heard "a memorial...proposing considerable
alterations from the present means & plans of educa-
tion in the institution." So impressed were the trustees
with it that they appointed a five member committee
(Dr. James P. Chaplin, Luther Lawrence and the
Reverend Mr. Howe, Fisher and Todd) charged with
considering the memorial more fully and with making
"such alterations in the course of instruction as they
deemfed] proper." Five hundred dollars from die trea-
sury were placed at dieir disposal. The following year,
the committee's report revealed that it had fitted up a
room for the Academy's first chemistry laboratory.
Where it was located, first or second floor, is impossi-
ble to tell exactly since die only plan of the building
fails to delineate it.

The Female Department Spins Off the
"Young Ladies' Seminary"

Also during these years, establishing a female

department with its own preceptress became a goal.
The Jubilee book published in 1854 contains a list of
the Academy's preceptresses headed by Susan Clapp in
1808 and followed by Susan Prescott listed in the years
1821, 1822 and 1823. The next female teacher listed is
Miss Caroline Whiting from Dedham for the year 1829.
At the annual trustees' meeting that year, die secretary
recorded diat the "Female Department" was not pre-
pared to be examined that day. A committee of three
was delegated to examine it "at its close." After
Caroline, Clarissa Butler, Caleb's daughter, is listed for
the year 1833 and then Sarah P. Willard of Petersham
for 1834. The trustees' minutes make no mention of
these women who, presumably, were hired by die pre-
ceptor.

Susan Prescott was born in 1796 and enrolled at age
eight in Groton Academy where she acquired a consid-
erable education and came to view learning as a dis-
tinctly beneficial activity for young ladies. She was
hired by Westford Academy in 1819 and 1820 as an
assistant teacher in the young ladies' department. The
following year she approached her alma mater seeking
permission to conduct a young ladies' school in the
large, second floor Academy Hall. Obviously deter-
mined to do it right, Miss Prescott raised a white-
framed schoolhouse on the property of her Uncle
Oliver and opened her own academy in May, 1823.

That Miss P.'s assiduous attentions were well
received by a far-reaching clientele is confirmed by the
CATALOGUE of the Teachers and Pupils of the YOUNG
LADIES' SEMINARY, IN GROTON, MASS. FOR THE
YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER, 1826. The catalogue listed
102 young ladies of whom only twenty-three were from
Groton or contiguous towns. Another twenty-three

orphans and are there not many heathen
perishing for lack of knowledge!

Elizur Wright's mother in a letter to
her son, 1823

...I had over night, secured an outside
seat with the driver, for Groton. At the
first gleam of day I was called and took
my seat. I might have been allowed to
sleep longer, for the coach spent nearly
an hour rumbling about the
marvellously snarled streets of the old
Puritan city, collecting passengers. At
last we were off,— over the long bridge,
through Cambridge, Lexington, Concord,
Acton, Littleton, to Groton, the scenery
growing more and more beautiful to the
last. That of Groton had been described
to me as superlatively beautiful. But I
did not believe, till I saw. Such
surroundings must produce grand
people. They have done so...I was on the
top of a vehicle making about six miles
an hour, on the average, with perfect
liberty to get down sometimes and walk
up a hill... When I arrived at Concord in
the stage-coach, 1 thought nothing could
be more beautiful. We had there just set
down a somewhat tall and spare young
man, whose casual remarks on the road
had put every one in good humor. They
were the buds of genius, for I afterwards
found out that his name was Ralph
Waldo Emerson. A good hotel breakfast
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after the rocking ride prepared one to
leave the peaceful town with a high
opinion of its future as well as past. Its
fertile soil seemed once to have been the
bottom of a shallow lake, where animal
life had so enriched the sands as to
prepare the way for vines and
philosophers. But it must yield to Groton
in natural beauty...

Elizur Wright describing his first trip
to Groton from Boston,

1826

...Some of them [students] came
thinking to do about what they pleased
but a stout ferule and a rawhide soon
put that idea out of their heads. I have
flogged soundly 8 or 10, among these
some boys of high families, who had
never known what it was to be ruled
before. My numbers have increased to
nearly 40. Good order now prevails; and
several of my scholars are subjects of the

revival. The other Saturday 1
received an invitation from a Unitarian
to dine with him next day, to which I
replied by my note, that "he must excuse
me for not dining out on the Holy
Sabbath. " This they call rank bigotry.

...My school is considered I believe in
a flourishing condition although I have
but 18 scholars. The former principal
had only six or seven during the winter,
we propose in the spring to start a

were listed from Boston. The remainder hailed from
such disparate communities as Norwich, Connecticut,
Windsor, Vermont and Springfield, New York. Twelve
had already attended Groton Academy. All the pupils
were enrolled in the English program. But twenty-five
also took French and thirty-one music, with fifteen
enrolled in all three branches. Miss Prescott listed her-
self as "Principal and teacher in the French and
English Studies" and her younger sister, Mary Oliver
Prescott, as "Assistant Teacher in the English Studies."
As music teacher, Miss Eliza H. Hewitt offered "Music
on the Piano Forte." This was one of the first pianos in
Groton, and no doubt, a considerable expense for Miss
Prescott. Also listed in Miss Prescott's catalogue was
Miss Ann Catharine Reed, a teacher in drawing, paint-
ing and needle-work of the plain and ornamental vari-
ety. It is interesting that Miss Reed also appears in the
Academy's historical catalogue as the third preceptress
in 1826. Miss Reed's curriculum also included
"Projection of Maps; Drawing and Painting in Water
Colours; Painting on Silk, Wood, and Velvet, by
Theorems."

Perhaps the most famous student at the Young
Ladies' Seminary was Margaret Fuller, associate of the
transcendentalists and an editor of The Dial. Margaret
was a student of Miss Prescott in 1824 and 1825. Her
experiences are recorded in an autobiographical story,
Mariana. Although she was an unhappy, guilt-ridden
and sick girl, Fuller was helped by a teacher "who had
herself experienced similar traumas." She wrote of
Miss Prescott: "I really love and admire her, though I
did not intend to like her at all." Margaret became a
schoolteacher, the natural refuge "for a young
American woman who wishes to support herself and
educate her younger brothers and sisters," teaching at

Alcott's ill-fated Temple Street School in Boston and at
the Greene Street School in Providence. She reluctant-
ly left teaching to pursue writing and social reform.
She once again resided in Groton from 1833 to 1836 at
her father's estate on Farmer's Row (previously owned
by Judge Samuel Dana). She was accepted as an equal
in the transcendental circle of Emerson, Theodore
Parker, Bronson M. Alcott and Thoreau. She found a
forum for her feminist notions at Brook Farm and
wrote a bible of women's rights, Woman in the
Nineteenth Century, in which she demanded political
and sexual freedom for women. She had an affair in
Rome with Giovanni Angelo, Marchese d'Ossoli, ten
years her junior, and married him after the birth of
their child. Her remarkable life ended when all three
perished in a shipwreck off Fire Island, New York, in
1850.

Miss Prescott's school was hardly an unusual phe-
nomenon. During the first three decades of the nine-
teenth century, attitudes toward educating females
underwent considerable change. A few diehards still
considered educating girls beyond a minimum of read-
ing and writing to be dangerous if not downright sacri-
legious. Many a male still believed that educating
women "will inevitably produce superciliousness and a
desire of ascendancy." However, the ranks that
espoused such sentiments were rapidly dwindling, par-
ticularly in larger and more sophisticated communi-
ties. Most town academies established after 1800, like
those in Groton and Westford, were coeducational.
The two-to-one enrollment ratio of boys to girls, how-
ever, fairly indicates the situation. Private schools for
girls and female academies abounded, many of excel-
lent quality. They were established not only by such
female pioneers as Catherine Fiske in Keene, Sarah
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Elizur Wright, Preceptor of the Academy from 1826 to 1828. George Beecher, Preceptor of the Academy from 1828 to 1831.
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boarding house when the school toe hope
will be put upon more respectible footing.

...in order to bring my school into
notice, I have been attempting something
in my way of chemistry. Since I last wrote
1 have given two public lectures. My
design was to excite some interest on the
subject by showing some of the most
striking experiments and by that means
raise a class to attend a course of
lectures. My audience was large on both
occasions. You would have thought me
rather raw in the manipulations but
most of the audience had seen nothing of
the kind before, they went home well
satisfied — some of them very much
astonished. My experiments consisted
chiefly in strange explosions and com-
bustions,— the spontaneous combustions
of phosphuretted hydrogen &c. &fc. I
also showed them a variety of experiments
with the air pump and a galvanic series
of 50 pairs of plates immersed in
tumblers of diluted nitric acid by which
many shrieks and "oh dears" were
excited from the ladies. I propose to
commence my first course of lectures,
which will comprise more than ten, next
Wednesday evening. I have fitted up a
small spare room in the academy with
furnaces &c. for a laboratory. I have to
spend most of my leisure time in it. The
exercise & the interest I feel in it, is
beneficial to my health. I can imagine
now how a chemical enthusiasm may
creep over a man.

Abbot in Andover and Emma Willard in Troy, but by
sympathetic male reformers as well. George B.
Emerson in Boston and Joseph Emerson in Byfield
were two of the most influential. The bequest of Jacob
Adams of Derry, New Hampshire, in 1823 provided die
first endowment to establish a school exclusively for
girls. The time lag between advanced, public education
for women and that for men varied according to cir-
cumstance. In Worcester, for example, die selectmen
having rejected a proposal to open its male Latin
School to girls, the town created a female school "to be
composed of the scholars most advanced from all the
other female schools." It opened sometime in late
spring, 1824. Further afield, in New York City, a female
high school opened early in February, 1824, and with-
in little more than a year, boasted some 374 scholars.
In Boston, the boys' English Classical School, having
opened in 1821, became the town's official high school
in 1824. Its female counterpart opened in late
February, 1826, with 130 pupils drawn equally from
both private and public schools. So "alarming" was its
success that it was abolished two years later. Boston
girls were bereft of public education at the secondary
level for nearly a score of years thereafter.

During the same decade when Miss Susan Prescott,
aided by her sister, established a female school in
Groton with relative ease, Miss Catherine Beecher,
daughter of Reverend Lyman Beecher, six years
Susan's junior and also aided by a sister, struggled to
create a school in Hartford, Connecticut. Miss
Beecher's problem was a lack of financial indepen-
dence which obliged her to seek community assistance.
When Catherine approached some leading Hartford
businessmen, she encountered "surprise and dismay,
even ridicule, at her visionary and impractical" sugges-

tions. Naturally, Miss Beecher finally prevailed, but
only with support of the "more intelligent and influen-
tial" women. Although her school became well-known
because of its advanced curriculum and high quality
pedagogy, it declined quickly for want of endowment
after she departed in 1832.

Miss Prescott, apparently, did not suffer such priva-
tion. She either possessed independent means or
received family financial support, thus relieving her of
the necessity to solicit subscriptions. In 1829, she mar-
ried John Wright, a fellow Westfordian almost a full
year her junior. The school ended before the couple
moved to Worcester in 1833.

One other event during Wright's tenure is also
worth noting. At the Groton town meeting in 1828, it
was voted to cancel its annual payment of forty dollars
as interest on the two hundred pounds subscribed in
1792 to support the Academy. The Academy's trustees
reacted by appointing Dr. James P. Chaplin and his
brother, William, a committee "to take such legal
advice and measures as they may deem expedient."
The following year, perhaps because of Dr. Chaplin's
death, a new committee, William Chaplin, Caleb
Butler and Luther Lawrence, received a similar charge.
In 1830, they reported that "according to the informa-
tion collected, the Town could not legally give such a
note; & that consequently, the Trustees cannot collect
the said note." They therefore recommended that the
note no longer be carried on the school books.

Passing from the board of trustees during this peri-
od, were James Brazer in 1818 and, three years later,
original trustee Reverend John Bullard of Pepperell.
Brazer was a wealthy man and a considerable figure.
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His store on the Great Road across from the inn was
reputedly die area's major emporium, offering a wide
assortment of English, India and West Indies goods.
He and his second wife, Hannah, built the elegant
home just south of the Academy and raised their two
children there. Elected to the board in 1795, Squire
Brazer had served as the trustees' moderator in 1805
and, for many years, as a member of either arrange-
ments or its finance committee. During his moderator-
ship, he presented the school with its first "common
seal." The silver seal took die form "of an oval figure
with the initials T.G.A. in the surface." The trustees
naturally voted dieir thanks and "directed the secretary
to cause an inscription to be engraved on it, purport-
ing of whom it was given..." As one of its largest sub-
scribers who sent his two children to the Academy,
Brazer claimed close ties to the Academy. Squire
Brazer, age fifty-eight, died while working in his store
on November 10, 1818. His son, William Farwell
Brazer, replaced his father at the retail trade, at the
hillside home, and served on the board until death
took him in November, 1835, at age fifty-three. For six
of those years he served as secretary and was occasion-
ally a member of a standing committee.

On April 14, 1826, Mrs. Hannah Brazer died. By the
provisions of her will, her four sisters and her brodier,
Academy founding father and area sheriff Samson
Woods, were each bequeathed the interest on $1,000.
Upon each of their deaths, the $1,000 share was to be
divided equally between her nephew, Henry Woods,
and the Trustees of Groton Academy. Since Samson
had died two months before Hannah, the Academy
immediately received S500. Hannah Brazer's bequest
was the first of its kind made to the Academy.

The last original trustee passed from the board in
1827 when Reverend Daniel Chaplin and Samuel
Lawrence tendered their resignations. The board
expressed "the cordial thanks...for [their] long and
faithful efforts to promote the best interests of the
institution." Chaplin served for thirty-four years and
Lawrence for thirty-three.

From surviving records, it is impossible to fathom
exactly how the Congregational-Unitarian split influ-
enced the Academy. As of the annual meeting in
August, 1824, die board was two members shy of a full
contingent of fifteen. Two years earlier after having
"unanimously" elected Reverend James Howe of
Pepperell, the eleven members present were unable to
muster a majority to fill a second vacancy. The minutes
offer no reason for their failure to select a second
member. The following year, the same situation
occurred and "no one having a majority of votes it was
voted to proceed no farther." In 1825, however, with
thirteen members present (Caleb Butler, the only
absentee) the two vacancies were filled, one with
Reverend George Fisher of Harvard and the second
with Samson V. S. Wilder of Bolton. Fisher's election
brought the number of ministerial trustees to six, one
more than was customary. (Although there was no
mention of diis issue in the Act of Incorporation, over
the years there were traditionally only five ministers at
any one time.) In 1826, during the height of die con-
troversy in the town, the Reverend Mr. Bascom of
Harvard resigned. The board again failed to elect a
replacement — "no candidate had a majority." At the
meeting in 1827, thirteen members present, die board
elected Reverend John Todd. Already informed of his
impending election, he was lurking about Joseph
Hoar's Inn and was immediately summoned to take his

.../ am not annoyed at all by such fogs
of dullness as envelope me in my humble
academy....on the whole my labours are
rather unproductive and 1 am disposed
to lay a large share of the blame to my
timber....] find my chemistry a great
relief to the dullness of my school, I like
giving instruction much better than the
responsibility of making a scholar
learn,— in other words it is much easier
to teach a scholar than to 'learn' one

...I have much more leisure than
usual this quarter, as board is very dear
here I have but few scholars from abroad
and the people in town send only in the
Spring and Fall. In the Winter they send
to the Common Schools which are, being
supported by a tax upon the town,—in
Summer very few of the people "can
spare" either their sons or daughters. The
people think they do well if they send four
or five weeks at a time. So I have a swift
succession of blockheads—before one set
are fairly scored ready for hewing—a
fresh generation conies on all in the bark.
I am quite sick of such detestable usage.
It needs more patience than I have to be
forever moiling in the very chaos of the
human mind.

Elizur Wright in various letters to his
parents 1826-1828
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...The question of personal habits was
delicate, to be sure; but Groton had gone
to loggerheads on theology, why not on
West India goods? It would be a sort of
cross-ploughing which would make the
soil more homogeneous, if not richer in a
spiritual sense. Hence I ventured to ask
all the venders of West India goods in the
town to give me in writing from their
books, the exact number of gallons of New
England rum which they sold in the last
year. They all complied, and the return
footed somewhat over 28,000 gallons.
Probably Groton did not swallow all that,
but as a good many people traded directly
with Boston, it swallowed enough to
account for the abnormal complexion of a
good many noses. A numerously signed
temperance- or, perhaps, total abstinence-
pledge grew out of the statistics; and some
stale eggs were certainly employed, but fell
short of the mark, so far as I was
concerned. Since then I have noted with
satisfaction a decided transfer of paint
from persons to property.

V

Elizur Wright, 1826

seat. Thus, for a few minutes at least, the board had
seven ministers. However, Chaplin and Samuel
Lawrence then handed in their resignations and the
board promptly elected William L. Chaplin and
William Hilliard. Chaplin was the son of the resigning
trustee and Hilliard was a well-known Boston publisher
and Cambridge bookstore owner who, one year hence,
would give the Academy "unusual discounts" on books.

Harriet's Brother

George Beecher was born in 1809 and grew up in
Litchfield, Connecticut. His father was a staunch
defender of Calvinism and an eloquent temperance
advocate. George attended Miss Sarah Pierce's well-
known Academy (a female school that took in a few
boys) and the Hartford Grammar School. In 1825, he
entered Yale where his interest in religion deepened,
accompanied by periods of severe self-doubt, inner tur-
moil and hypochondria. He was able to graduate in
spite of these problems, a testimony to his intelligence
and persistence. He was offered the Groton Academy
position by Reverend John Todd, who had established
a Yale/Groton Academy connection.

George was able to recoup both mentally and physi-
cally during his two years at the Academy. His younger
brother, Charles, who had been at the Boston Latin
School, joined him at the Academy where he fitted for
Bowdoin. When sister Harriet popped into town for a
visit in November, 1828, she found that, "poor brother
George was quite out of spirits and in very trying cir-
cumstances." During her stay, the trustees apparently
propositioned her to run the female school. Her father
appears to have dissuaded her from accepting the posi-

tion. What a different road history and literature might
have taken had the future Mrs. Stowe accepted Groton
Academy's proposal. President Lincoln might never
have greeted her with the famous saying, "So you're
the little lady that started this great war."

George Beecher left Groton Academy in 1830 and
pursued a career in the ministry, first at Yale Divinity
School and then in Cincinnati at the Lane Theological
Seminary, where his father was president. Ordained a
Presbyterian minister, he settled at Chillicothe, Ohio,
where he died July 1, 1843. The catalogue of the
Academy in 1848 describes George Beecher as
"...killed by the accidental discharge of a gun in his
own hands." Another source states that Minister
Beecher was "...scattering birds in a fruit orchard with
a shotgun."

The Last Bachelor

James Towner was the last preceptor during the two
decades after Caleb Butler. A graduate of the
University of Vermont in 1823, he did not arrive in
Groton until 1831. He held the position for five years
and was elected a trustee in 1833. During his tenure at
the Academy, he married Harriet Cort. They moved to
Michigan City, Indiana, where he assumed the princi-
palship of the Michigan City Institute, the first private
school in town which boarded male students in the
school building and female students in local homes.
Towner and his staff taught a Latin and English cur-
riculum much like Groton Academy's. The Institute
survived for only three years, folding in 1841 for lack
of financial support. He died in 1844, leaving a wife
and three children.
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...My Susan was one of my first
scholars. For nearly a year, without
committing myself in the slightest degree,
I kept a curious eye upon her - doubtless
very much like that with which a bird is
said somtimes to view one of our Ohio
rattlesnakes. You will perceive by what I
have said that "I seek not hers but her"
and that in the widest sense.

Elizur Wright in a letter to his sister,
1829

.. .Do not think that I make more ado
than I feel. If I have slept this night it was
only to dream about you, and to dream
that I could not find you... Why, I count
the hours from one mail to another. The
thoughts of you crowd into my mind con-
tinually, so that I lose my place when I
undertake to hear my boys recite their
Latin

...Last Sunday evening, you know,
was our singing meeting. It was in my
school room, which was swept and made
warm for the occasion. But the singing
sounded horribly. I felt as though 1 had
been at a caterwauling. My own bird was
not there or my eyes would have made
amends for my ears.

...Your neat, well folded, heartcheering
epistle of yesterday was brought to me in
school this forenoon. What roguery may
have been played off by the scholars for
some time after, I know not. Ye prudes in

teaching, say your severest, what would
you have done?...I never forget her whom
I love. Yes, dear Susan, I think of you
whenever I think of myself. Well will it be
for me, if I never do anything worse than
to think of you in church.

Elizur Wright from letters to
Susan Clark, 1827

The report of the Committee heretofore
chosen to examine the contract between
the Town of Groton and the Trustees of
Groton Academy was read, accepted,
and ordered to be put on file. Voted that
the Selectmen be directed not to draw any
orders either for principal or interest on
the Note of Isaiah Edes as town
Treasurer to William Swan, until they
shall be ordered thereto by the Town.

Groton Town Meeting minutes,
May, 1828

The infirmities of age came gradually
upon his venerable form, till the eighth
day of April, 1831, when his immortal
part left its tabernacle of clay, and fled to
its permanent habitation.

Caleb Butler writing about the
Reverend Mr. Chaplin

History of the Town of Groton
1848

...That the deceased, on the morning of
this day, went into his own garden where
his body was found, with a short double-
barreled shot gun, with common flint lock,
and which belonged to himself, for the
purpose of shooting birds, which were
gathering his fruit and buds; that he made
one shot at the birds from one of the barrels
of the gun, that the other barrel was loaded
with powder and shot, and that in a short
time afterwards (between five and ten
minutes) he raised the barrel of said gun to
his mouth, for the purpose, it is believed, of
blowing into the empty barrel of the gun, at
which time, and during which act, the
barrel which was loaded accidentally went
off, discharging its whole contents in at the
left corner of his mouth, the shot passing
obliquely upward through the brain and
skull, and out through his hat, causing
instant death.

Coroner's jury report on
Rev. George Beecher
Ross County, Ohio

July, 1843





1836-1845 A Boarding School "Comparatively Secure
From Vice"

Anew era opened for the Academy in August, 1835,
when, upon the resignation of James Towner, the

trustees suspended operations for one year. During
that period, the Committee of Finance was instructed
"to make such alterations & repairs in the Academy
building as in their judgment the institution required."
At the same time, the committee was "to consider the
expediency of making a purchase of real estate."
Exactly what repairs and alterations were accomplished
are unknown. If the committee ever did report on that
aspect of its charge, the report went unrecorded.

In June, 1836, the Finance Committee, as autho-
rized, called a special trustees' meeting. To the seven
members present, it recommended "the purchase of a
suitable house & other real estate for the use of the
Academy & the accommodation of the Preceptor."
The trustees accepted the recommendation, appointed
two of its members to advise the Finance Committee in
its labors and appropriated the funds necessary for
such a purchase.

The committee first purchased the estate of Oliver
Gragg in Groton for $4600 "...& gave their note bind-
ing the Trustees for that amount to be paid within four
years." However, with the death of Samuel Dana in
November, 1835, his former home just north of the
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First Parish Meeting-house.

The First Parish Church, Dana House and the Academy building drawn by John Warner Barber in 1838. One year
later, the church was turned ninety degrees to face west.
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Academy came on the market. That house was a more
natural, logical purchase for the Academy so the com-
mittee exchanged the Gragg property for the Dana
property along with a note for $2,600.

Why the trustees decided to obtain any property at
this time remains a matter of conjecture. Apparently
dieir reasons concerned the preceptorship and a facili-
ty for boarding at the school. With the departure of
James Towner, a young bachelor, the trustees may
have decided that time had arrived when the Academy
should hire as preceptor a married man, lending an air
of stability to the operation.

Horace Herrick

In 1836, the trustees hired Horace Herrick as pre-
ceptor. A native of Peacham, Vermont, he was born in
1807, fitted at Kimball Union Academy and graduated
from Dartmouth in the class of 1834. For two years
subsequent to graduation, he was principal at the
academy in Jaffrey, New Hampshire. Although unmar-
ried when appointed, he was engaged and married
before his arrival in Groton. Herrick was hired for
$400, all tuition and contractual stipulations that
required his rental of the Academy house (deducted
from the $400, of course) and furnishing fuel for the
Academy. Herrick rented several rooms in the house
to Academy students to offset his rental expense, ren-
dering the entire proposition more advantageous.

Mr. Herrick was a perceptive administrator. Several
minor changes he initiated are worthy of note. The
first was purely semantic. Though the term "precep-
tor" continued in use for some time in the trustees'

minutes, Herrick advertised himself as "principal." His
successors retained that label. Second, he petitioned
the trustees in 1837 for several changes in the by-laws.
One regulation requiring scholars to attend Sabbath
and other religious ceremonies at the First Parish
Church was changed to read: "The students are
required to attend public worship on the Sabbath in
Groton where they may elect or their parents direct,
unless excused by the Preceptor." It is interesting that
such a change had not been made earlier, particularly
since Congregational ministers dominated the board.
Herrick may have initiated the change simply because
he recognized how outdated the rule was. Also, an
organized Baptist society had recently come to town,
adding another choice for religious worship.

After leaving Groton Academy in 1841, Herrick
taught at Pepperell and Francestown Academies, stud-
ied theology and became a Congregational pastor in
Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire. His life's work alternated
between the ministry and education, predominantly in
his native state of Vermont where he died in 1891.

The First Catalogue

The first Catalogue of the Trustees, Instructors, and
Students of Groton Academy was published for the fall
term, 1836. Principal Herrick is assisted by two teach-
ers, Nancy B. Wilson in French and Otis C. Wright, an
"assistant pupil." The school stood at ninety students,
divided exactly by gender. Four terms of eleven weeks
each ran through the year, the most popular being fall
and spring. The 1837 catalogue boasted two-hundred
and eight scholars for the year, an increase that sug-
gests the first catalogue had a significant impact on the

It is the design of those concerned,
that this school shall be such as shall be
worthy of the patronage of all who are in
favor of good order, respectability, and
thorough instruction. The board of
trustees have, during the past year, made
many repairs about the Academy, and
purchased new apparatus, which, with
what they had before, will enable the
teachers to illustrate the more important
principles of science. They have, also,
purchased a house near the Academy,
which will be occupied for a boarding-
house, where lads and misses may be
comparatively secure from vice. The pre-
sent prospects of the school far excel the
most sanguine expectations of its friends,
and every laudable effort will be made to
support its character.

from the Catalogue of
Groton Academy, 1836

...the students are required to attend
public worship on the Sabbath in Groton
where they may elect or their parents
direct, unless excused by the Preceptor.

...Each student shall pay Three dol-
lars per quarter for tuition — One dollar
& fifty cents in advance.

...No allowance is to be made in the
tuition on account of absence for a less
term, than two whole weeks together.

...If any scholar shall leave school
within two weeks of the close — there
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shall be no deduction of tuition unless a
satisfactory reason is given to the precep-
tor for leaving.

Trustees' minutes
August 23, 1837

COURSE OF STUDIES
CLASSICAL DEPARTMENT

Latin
Adams' Grammar (Gould's edition),

Ainsworth's Dictionary, Latin Reader,
Cornelius Nepos, Virgil, Sallust, Cicero's
Select Orations.

Greek
Fisk's Greek Grammar, Donnagah's

Lexicon, Jacob's Greek Reader, or
Collectanea Graeca Minora, Greek
Testament.

French
Surault's French Grammar and exer-

cises, Boyer's or Nugent's Dictionary,
Surault's French Fables, Telemachus,
and others.

English
Porter's Rhetorical Reader, Smith's

Grammar, Goodrich's History of the
United States, Comstock's Chemestry
[sic], Comstock's Philosophy, Malte-
Brun's Geography, Wilhin's Astronomy,
Burritt 's Geography of the Heavens,
Adam's Arithmetic, Playfair's Euclid,
Day's Algebray [sic], Flint's Survey,
Newman's or Whatley 's Rhetoric, Hedge's
Logic, Abercrombie's Intellectual

popularity of the school. A separate "female depart-
ment" headed by Miss Clarissa Butler is also described.
Tuition was three dollars per term. Samuel Abbott
Green appears for the first time as a student in the
1838 catalogue. The study of Italian joins the curricu-
lum in 1839 through the use of Bachi's Italian Course.

The catalogue "for the academical year 1840-1" is
the largest (sixteen pages), most ornately covered and
complete to date. In addition to a listing of the "resi-
dence" for each student, there is a column labeled
"rooms." The Academy is divided into four depart-
ments: Classical (27 students), Senior English (63),
Junior English (17) and Female (91). A descriptive
essay about the school and paragraphs explaining
"examinations, religious services, apparatus, library
&c." appear for the first time. The two previous
instructors, Principal Herrick and Miss Clarissa Butler,
have been replaced by no less than nine instructors in
addition to the Principal, E. Hale Barstow. This was the
first year diat a college graduate was appointed as an
assistant teacher.

Ezekiel Hale Barstow was born in Hanover,
Massachusetts, in 1815, and pursued his preparatory
studies at Hampton, New Hampshire, West
Brattleborough, Vermont, and Pembroke, New
Hampshire. After graduating at Dartmoudi College in
the Class of 1839, Barstow kept school at West
Bratdeborough for seven months before he was chosen
Preceptor of Groton Academy in die summer of 1840.
The following June, one of the trustees proposed "...to
repair & put in perfect order die Academy building at
his own expense." Plans by Mr. S. W. Rowe represent-
ing several alterations and additions were chosen by
the board. During construction, classes were held in

the Groton Town Hall.

Like so many of his predecessors, Ezekiel studied
divinity upon leaving the Academy in 1844. He passed
some months at the Andover Theological Seminary
although he was not an enrolled student. He became
licensed to preach and was ordained. His first sermon
was delivered in Groton at the Union Church, at diat
time under the leadership of its third pastor, Rev.
Dudley Phelps. Six years later, Barstow was dismissed
from his church in Walpole, New Hampshire, and,
once again, turned his attention to education as a
teacher in Fitchburg and Camden, Alabama. He estab-
lished a family school in Newton Centre,
Massachusetts, in 1855 and died in Haverill, New
Hampshire, in 1862.

Principal Bartow was succeeded in 1844 by Moses
Hemmenway Wells, a classmate from Dartmoudi and
ministerial colleague. Wells was born in Deerfield, New
Hampshire, in 1814, and prepared for college at
Pembroke (NH) Academy. He enrolled at Andover
Theological Seminary immediately after graduation
from Dartmouth in 1839 but did not graduate until
1845. Wells taught at Phillips Academy (1839-40) and
Canandaigua (NY) Academy (1840-42) before accept-
ing the position of Principal of Groton Academy in
1844. He was married in February of that year and his
wife, Abby, joined the faculty as Preceptress of the
Female Department. Wells preached his first sermon at
the Union Church of Groton on the same day as
Ezekiel Barstow and was ordained at Pittsfield, New
Hampshire, in 1845. In 1853, he moved to Berwick
Academy as principal for two years; then, resuming the
ministry, was pastor of six congregations during the
next thirty years. An unostentatious man in thought
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Philosophy, Abercrombie on the moral
feelings, Watts on the mind, Paley's
Theology, Declamation and
Composition.

GROTON ACADEMY
During the past summer alterations

and improvements have been made in the
Academy building, to the amount of two
thousand dollars. The number of rooms
has been increased, and the old ones
have been thoroughly repaired. The room
appropriated to the young ladies is now
handsomely carpeted and the whole fur-
nished in a convenient and tasteful
manner. The building is warmed
throughout by a furnace, thus affording
an agreeable summer atmosphere without
subjecting the students to those sudden
variations of temperature equally delete-
rious to comfort and health. The grounds
have also been greatly improved.

For the ability to make these valuable
improvements and to furnish these addi-
tional facilities to the students of the
Academy, the Trustees are indebted to the
munificence of Amos Lawrence, Esq. of
Boston. Nor is this the first time or sec-
ond instance of that gentleman's liberali-
ty to this Institution. To him they are
almost wholly indebted for the valuable
Library which this Institution possesses
and for a large portion of the Apparatus.
By the aid of his donations, together with
the permanent funds of the Institution,

and life, Reverend Wells would frequently say, "If I
were to live my life over I would choose the same call-
ing." He died at Northfield, Massachusetts, in 1893.

FIFTY CANDLES

The semi-centennial of the Academy in 1842-43
occurred during the tenure of Principal Barstow and
the board presidency of Rev. George Fisher. Curiously,
there is no record of a celebration nor any reference
to such an event within the Academy archives or public
documents. Would an Academy semi-centennial cele-
bration not have been fashionable, well attended and

newsworthy? Or did the board of trustees exercise pru-
dence, economy and concern for public opinion?
Whatever the reasons, little more than a decade would
pass before "The Jubilee of Lawrence Academy," a cel-
ebration which would compensate for the unheralded
milestone in 1843.

Nearly one thousand girls and over fifteen-hundred
boys had passed through Groton Academy by this time.
Most were instilled with intellectual curiosity; many
found the education useful and some found fame and
fortune, a few of whom looked back to their alma mater
with pride, appreciation and splendid generosity. "
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which permit the tuition to be lower than
it is in other schools of a similar charac-
ter, and under the management of expe-
rienced and well qualified Instructors,
the Trustees confidently believe that this
Academy now presents itself before the
public with well founded claims upon its
confidence and patronage.

The Male and Female departments are
kept entirely distinct, except in some
branches where commingled classes are
found to conduce to the greatest good of
the pupils. The course of study is very
nearly the same in both departments.

Daily attention is given to
Callisthenics in the Female department.
Aside from the effect of such exercises on
the manners of young Ladies, a light
estimate cannot be set upon the influence
they exert upon a school under judicious
training, when it is remembered that, by
imparting vigor to the physical system
and cheerfulness to the temper, they pre-
pare one for the more successful exercises
of the intellectual faculties.
EXAMINATIONS

There are examinations of the classes,
in both departments, at the close of each
term, before the Trustees or a Committee
chosen by them. Parents, Guardians,
and all others interested in education,
are respectfully invited to attend.
RELIGIOUS SERVICES

The regulations of the school require
every student to attend public worship
regularly on the Sabbath. They are also

required to attend the stated morning
and evening devotional exercises in
school and a Biblical exercise, of one
hour, on Monday morning.
APPARATUS, LIBRARY, &c.

The Institution is furnished with a
valuable apparatus for illustrating most
of the principles of Philosophy,
Chemistry, Astronomy and Practical
Surveying, together with a select Library,
to which the students can have access,
free of expense.

from the Catalogue of
Groton Academy, 1840-1

...The Trustees have often thought it
would be a great improvement & conve-
nience to build a projection onto the
Academy with a passage leading from the
same floor with the school room to a privy
for use of the females. At present they are
obliged to go down into the street & then
to the Preceptor's backyard rain or shine,
wind or snow; - as they of course will not
go round to the Academy privy where
they are liable to meet the boys on their
way.

Joshua Green, in a letter to
Amos Lawrence, April 19, 1841





Prominent
Alumni of the
First Fifty Years

The scholars of Groton Academy during its first fifty
years discovered their life's work among many pro-

fessions. The young men who successfully pursued col-
lege degrees became lawyers, teachers, ministers and
physicians, likely in that order of popularity. All of the
remaining students who completed the English cur-
riculum arrived at die end of their formal education
upon leaving die Academy. A female academy gradu-
ate was qualified to teach all levels of school up to col-
lege and a number of Groton's daughters pursued
successful, although unrecognized, careers in educa-
tion. The vast majority of female graduates explored
the pleasures and rigors of marriage and family life.
Those young men who lacked die financial and intel-
lectual resources for college setded into daily lives and
work diat defined the town and New England of their
day. They became farmers, manufacturers and mer-
chants.

Innovators and Reformers of Education

THOMAS SHERWIN
Born in 1799, Thomas Sherwin gleaned a practical

education from normal childhood chores; tending gar-
den, shepherding animals, carrying messages, accom-
panying the doctor on rounds and collecting debts.
Always curious, he learned to recognize die sights and
sounds of nature, an ability which fostered in him a
keen, long-lasting interest in natural science.
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...Our acquaintance ripened into last-
ing friendship. While at the academy, he
and I constituted a class (if two may be
called a class) in natural philosophy,
geometry, trigonometry, surveying and
astronomy. We were much together in the
social circle and elsewhere. His tastes,
habits, and principles, in boyhood and
early manhood, were the prototype of his
future life and character.

Asa F. Lawrence
writing about Thomas Sherwin

...Sherwin entered college older than
the rest of us, and had all the characteris-
tics of mature life. He went there to gain
an education by hard study, and nobly
did he do it. As a mathematical scholar,
he had no superior in the class...He was
independent in the expression of his
opinions, and firm in his opposition to
anything like a violation of college disci-
pline. He was one of the most industri-
ous men in the class...

A Harvard College classmate of
Thomas Sherwin

That the academies, at least, those of
them which have been put and sustained
in a tolerably respectable condition, have
been a great accommodation to a few of
our inhabitants, cannot be doubted.

Sherwin was apprenticed in 1813 with Samuel and
Sewell Rockwood, alumni sons of Academy founding
father and trustee, Samuel Rockwood. Home-weavers
would bring their fabrics to the Rockwood mill on the
Squannacook River for fulling, dyeing and dressing.
Thomas' work included preparing dyestuffs, tending
fires and watching machinery. The owners were flexi-
ble with Thomas and he attended Groton Academy six
terms between 1817 and 1820.

He entered Harvard College in 1821 where he was
highly successful, graduating August, 1825. Shortly
thereafter, Sherwin became the preceptor at
Lexington Academy and returned to Groton Academy
the following year as tutor in mathematics. Flirting
with a career in law, he moved on to engineering
which held more appeal. In 1827, he began a survey
for the Boston and Providence railroad but the project
ended for him because of an illness. The following
year, Sherwin opened a private school for boys in
Boston where his reputation was quickly established.
One year later, the Boston School Committee elected
him sub-master of English Classical, the first public
high school in the nation. The school was established
in 1821, to "...raise the literary and scientific character
of the Town...incite our Youth to a laudable ambition
of distinguishing themselves in the pursuit and acquisi-
tion of knowledge..." Boston was thus a pioneer in pro-
viding secondary education to its citizens. The quality
of instruction given at English Classical remained high
for many years through the capable pedagogy of
Thomas Sherwin who served as its principal from 1837
until his death in 1869.

WALTER ROGERS JOHNSON
After three years at Groton Academy, Leominster

born Walter Rogers Johnson entered Harvard's fresh-
man class in 1815 accompanied by four other Academy
scholars. He graduated with a flawless discipline record
and high academic standing, and accepted the precep-
torship of Framingham Academy for one year. He then
moved to Salem to supervise a small, classical school.

Late in 1821, on the recommendation of the outgo-
ing principal and a Harvard classmate, Johnson was
invited to become principal of the ancient and presti-
gious Germantown Academy on the outskirts of
Philadelphia. There he remained for five, notably pro-
ductive years. The quality of the social and intellectual
milieu in Philadelphia, in addition to the quality of the
academy and the support it received, induced Johnson
to remain in Pennsylvania. He advocated a strong pub-
lic school system and teacher-training schools by writ-
ing essays and pamphlets. Johnson had a keen sense of
the rapidly changing world and applied its significance
to American education.

In 1826, Johnson left Germantown Academy, lured
away by the exciting opportunity to create a model
high school and assume its principalship. The school
was sponsored by the Franklin Institute in
Philadelphia, which also elected Johnson its Professor
of Mechanics and Natural Philosophy in 1829. His
membership in the two-year-old Pennsylvania Society
for the Promotion of Public Schools was characterized
by his important contributions and leadership.
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JAMES GORDON CARTER
Hard on the heels of Johnson came James Gordon

Carter, also Leominster born (1795), Groton Academy
fitted (1814 to 1816), and honors graduate of Harvard
College (1820). In the early 19th century, the public
schools of Massachusetts were disarrayed and decaying.
Carter stepped to the forefront of the crusade to
reform the system. Within a year of his graduation and
for the next twenty years, he was an aggressive publicist
and politician in the fight for free, tax-based public
schools and for a greater state role in public educa-
tion, particularly in aid of teacher training. He was
responsible for state legislation to fund normal schools
(earning him the label, "Father of Normal Schools")
and, in 1837, he helped to enact legislation creating a
State Board of Education and a State Secretary of
Public Schools. Horace Mann profited from this victo-
ry by being appointed the first Secretary. Carter and
his numerous friends were disappointed by this
appointment. Mann had a strong legal background
and was far more prominent than Carter who pos-
sessed a far richer knowledge of the commonwealth's
educational status. Unfortunately, Carter was viewed as
entirely too biased for the impartiality the new position
required.

His writings and speeches reveal an extensive knowl-
edge and a clear, logical mind. An early proponent of
the inductive method of teaching, he believed that stu-
dents should uncover die truth for themselves rather
than be spoon-fed by teachers. In his fight for public
schools, Carter lashed out at the private academies as
being pardy responsible for die decay in public educa-
tion. He pointed out that people concerned with edu-
cation in Massachusetts towns had found it easier to
fund private schools rather than to persuade the citi-

zenry of die need for funding public schools. His per-
suasive arguments too often ran into the same apathy
against which he argued.

These three men, all scholars at Groton Academy
widiin the same decade, contributed substantially to ed-
ucational reform in die nineteendi century. They were
committed to the belief in die perfectibility of man.

Anti-Slavery

Education was only one part of a much broader
movement which included temperance, prison reform,
better treatment of die poor, the insane, die deaf and
blind. Also among these issues was slavery, an institu-
tion with a history in die town of Groton. Its abolition
would create provocative debate and passion, eventual-
ly leading die country into civil war.

In 1755, there were fourteen slaves in the town of
Groton. In the last and final charge by die British on
Bunker's hill, Major Pitcairn, commander of the
British troops, is reputed to have been shot and killed,
"by a negro from Groton." The institution of slavery
was abolished by the adoption of the state constitution
in the year 1780, the courts holding that the Bill of
Rights swept away the remnants of involuntary servi-
tude. On that date there were eleven slaves in the
town. The Groton Anti-Slavery Society was organized
in 1835. One third of its initial membership were alum-
ni of the Academy or current scholars. The first presi-
dent of the society was Walter Shattuck, Academy
student fifteen years earlier. Groton Academy con-
tributed many influential and sedulous individuals to
the abolitionist movement. In addition to Preceptors

And how few are those, who have
received any advantages from them, may
be easily estimated by comparing the
small number of children instructed in
them, with the whole number in the
Commonwealth. Still these are, or may
be, useful institutions. I have certainly
no desire to lessen the high repute, in
which they seem to be held. On the con-
trary, I wish they were in higher estima-
tion than they really are. And, what is
more, I wish they were more worthy of
that estimation. But they should be
appreciated for the character which they
possess, and never for that which they do
not possess. And they are not establish-
ments for the instruction of the
poor... Abolish the academy and
leave... the free schools alone, and you
would find all their powers assiduously
employed to put them in the best condi-
tion possible. Or rather put the free
schools in a state to afford as good
instruction as the academies now do,
and you would supersede, in a great
degree, the necessity of them. And it is
apprehended that it would be quite easy
to place them upon a footing to give even
better instruction, at least in all the ele-
mentary branches of a common educa-
tion, than the academies now give or
ever have given.

fames Gordon Carter
from Essays on Popular

Education, 1824
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...Its members recognize and fully
adopt the principles that man cannot
hold property in man, and that is the
duty of all men to unite their efforts in
the use of appropriate means to obtain
the immediate abolition of slavery with-
out the expatriation of the enslaved...

...Its members shall consist of all such
persons of both Sexes, as adopt the prin-
ciples of the society and are desirous
according to their means and opportuni-
ty of promoting the great cause of human
freedom...

from the
Constitution of the Groton
Anti-Slavery Society, 1835

... On the whole, if there is more
extravagance, folly, and corruption any-
where in the world than in this city
[Washington, D. C] I do not wish to see
that place. People of moderate income
attempt to imitate foreign ministers, the
President, and secretaries, and thus keep
themselves poor, when by prudence and
economy they might make ample provi-
sion for their families. There is great
room for reform here in almost every
respect, and I hope Jackson and his
friends will introduce it.

Amos Kendall writing about
Washington, D.C., in 1829

Wright and Beecher, Dr. Amos Farnsworth who
entered the Academy in 1800, and Robert Bernard
Hall, 1828, were very active. Hall was a co-founder with
William Lloyd Garrison of the New England Anti-
Slavery Society.

A Member of Jackson's Kitchen Cabinet

Writing at the age of forty-five to his Academy pre-
ceptor, Caleb Butler, Amos Kendall reflected, "I seem
to have lived in several different worlds and to have
been the associate of many races of human beings."
The first of these worlds was New England where Amos
Kendall was born in Dunstable, 1789, and fitted for
Dartmouth College (valedictorian of the Class of 1811)
at Groton Academy. He returned to Groton to study
law with William Merchant Richardson.

Caught up in the flood of migration from New
England to the West, Kendall arrived in Kentucky at
age 25 and spent a year as a tutor to the family of
Henry Clay, Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Over the next two years Kendall established a law prac-
tice, published two struggling newspapers and pur-
chased the Georgetown postmastership (a not
uncommon procedure). In 1816, he moved to
Frankfort, the capital of the state, to take over the well-
established and influential, weekly newspaper Argus of
the Western World. Kendall abandoned his support of
Henry Clay in 1826 and developed an intense devotion
to Andrew Jackson. "Old Hickory" carried the state in
1828, undoubtedly due in large measure to Kendall
who was chosen to carry the electoral vote to
Washington. He found himself only one of innumer-
able office seekers invading the city.

For the next twelve years, Kendall was closely identi-
fied with the Jackson regime, serving for the first six
years as fourth auditor of the Treasury; then for Five
years as Postmaster-General. In that position, he reor-
ganized the department's financial system and freed it
from debt, changes which lasted well into the 20th cen-
tury. For eight years he belonged to the group of
Jackson's closest associates and influential advisors
popularly known as the "Kitchen Cabinet." The Groton
Academy scholar was among the most potent of the
group, described as the President's, "right hand man."
He was a major opponent of the Bank of the United
States and worked with great skill to see it abolished.
Though an ardent Jacksonian Democrat, Kendall vig-
orously opposed the right of secession and strongly
advocated measures for the prosecution of the Civil
War.

Kendall was the Editor of the Extra Globe, Kendall's
Expositor and established the weekly Union Democrat. A
prolonged litigation brought against him by greedy
mail contractors kept him technically a "prisoner of
debt on his own recognizance" within the confines of
the District of Columbia. His liability was removed in
1843 by a Supreme Court decision and a special appro-
priation of Congress.

Kendall entered upon an entirely new phase of his
career in 1845 when he became the business agent for
Samuel F. B. Morse, inventor of the telegraph. The
closing years of his life were devoted chiefly to religion
and philanthropy, highlighted by his leadership in the
founding of the Columbia Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb, now Gallaudet College. He died in
Washington, D.C., 1869.
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A Clergyman Author, Members of Congress
and the Judiciary

George Washington Burnap entered Harvard as a
sophomore in 1821. No doubt the previous few years
spent at Groton Academy were instructively fruitful.
The youngest of thirteen children, George grew up in
Merrimac, New Hampshire, where his father, Jacob,
was for almost fifty years pastor of the Congregational
Church. After graduating from Harvard in 1824,
George remained in Cambridge for three years to com-
plete the course at the Divinity School. Immediately
upon his graduation he was called to the pastorate of
die First Independent Church of Baltimore, Maryland,
where he was ordained in 1828, succeeding Jared
Sparks. He remained the pastor until the end of his
life thirty-two years later, during which time he was a
regent of die University of Maryland and an original
trustee of the Peabody Institute. He became one of die
most distinguished men of letters of the South, actively
writing and lecturing about Unitarianism, human
nature and history.

The town of Groton was an active center for the
practice and study of law. This environment, along
with the abundance of preceptors who pursued the
profession, motivated many Academy students. Henry
Bullard, Isaac Fletcher, Joseph G. Kendall, Abbott
Lawrence, Ether Shepley, John James Taylor and
James Wilson made dieir way to Washington, D.C., as
members of Congress. The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and many other states were served by
numerous Academy scholars. Most notable were: John
P. Bigelow (Secretary of State, MA.), Henry A. Bullard
(Supreme Court Judge, LA.), Royal Bullard (Judge of
Probate, IL.), Henry V. Chamberlain, Luther Fitch,

Daniel Parker (U.S. Inspector and Postmaster
General), Joel Parker (Supreme Court Judge, NH.),
David Perham, John Shepley, Edier Shepley (Supreme
Court Judge, ME.), Samuel Emerson Smith (Governor
of Maine) and David Wilder (Treasurer, MA.).

More dian fifty Academy scholars became physicians
during the first fifty years of Groton Academy. It is an
impressive number when one considers that the total
number of male students through 1843 was approxi-
mately 1500.

Among all of die professions, it was die "captains of
industry" who would acknowledge dieir education and
family heritage at Groton Academy with the greatest
munificence. By 1848, sixty (60) members of the
Lawrence family had attended the Academy. The
Parker (58), Shattuck (50), Farnswordi (42), Bancroft
(39), Fletcher (29), Richardson (27), Lewis (27),
Woods (25), Gilson (24), Prescott (23), Sawtell (22)
and Nutting (21) families challenged die preeminent
matriculation of Lawrences yet none could match dieir
legacy and devotion. Curiously, these diirteen families
supplied one out of every six Academy students during
diese years.

The Merchants of Boston

The common ancestor of the New England
Lawrences was John Lawrence who came to tiiis coun-
try in 1635 from Suffolk County, England. After set-
ding at Watertown, he moved to Groton in 1660. The
sons and daughters of founding father and trustee
(1794 to 1827) Samuel Lawrence and Susanna Parker
were the sixth generation in descent from John

.../ was fortunate enough to catch a
glimpse of the invincible Amos Kendall,
one of the most remarkable men in
America, he is supposed to be the moving
spring of the Administration; the thinker,
planner, the doer; but it is all in the
dark. Documents are issued, the excel-
lence of which prevents them from being
attributed to the persons that take the
responsibility for them; a correspondence
is kept up all over the country, for which
no one seems answerable; work is done of
goblin extent and with goblin speed,
which makes me look about them with
superstitious wonder; and the invincible
Amos Kendall has the credit for it all.
President fackson's letters to his Cabinet
are said to be Kendall's; the report on
Sunday mails is attributed to
Kendall...he is undoubtedly a great
genius. He unites with all his 'great tal-
ent for silence' a splendid audacity.

Harriet Martineau, 1834

Ten Dollars Reward.
RAN AWAY from the Subscriber,

Joseph Moors, of Groton, in the County
of Middlesex, and Province of
Massachusetts-Bay, a Molatto Man
Servant, named TITUS, about 20 Year
of Age, of a idling Stature, wears short
curl'd Hair, has one of his Fore-Teeth
broke out, took with him a blue Surdan,
a Snuff-coloured Coat, and a Pair of
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white wash'd Leather Breeches, a Pair of
new Cow-Hide Pumps and a Furr'd Hat
with large Brims, and sundry other
Articles of Wearing Apparei-

Whoever will take up said Servant
and confine him in any of his Majesty's
Gaols, so that the Owner may have him
again, shall have TEN DOLLARS
Reward and all necessary Charges paid,
by fOSEPH MOORS.

All Masters of Vessels and others, are
hereby Caution'd against Harbouring,
Concealing, or carrying off said Servant,
as they would thereby avoid the Penalty
of the Law.

Advertisement from
The Boston-Gazette, and

Coun try Journal,/M/K? 13, 1774

...My academy lessons, little academy
balls, and eight-cent expenses for music
and gingerbread, the agreeable partners
in the hall, and pleasant companions in
the stroll, all helped to make me feel that
I had character even then...

Amos A. Lawrence
from his diary

...Of the whole number educated in
the Groton stores for some years before
and after myself, no one else, to my
knowledge, escaped the bog or slough;

Lawrence. The family homestead in Groton was a
place where "they made lots of cider, gathered good
crops and the cattle always looked fat and happy."
Luther was the eldest child, followed by William,
Amos, Susan (fiancee of Preceptor Samuel
Woodbury), Mary (married Preceptor Samuel
Woodbury), Abbott, Eliza (married Dr. Joshua Green)
and Samuel. Every one of them attended Groton
Academy.

Luther was the only sibling to continue his educa-
tion beyond the Academy where he fitted for Harvard
(Class of 1801). He became a prominent lawyer in
town, mayor of Lowell (1838 until his death) and fol-
lowed in his father's footsteps as an Academy trustee
(1811 to 1839) and president of the board (1830 to
1839). Luther Lawrence was the first alumnus of the
Academy to become a trustee.

As did his siblings, Amos attended the district
schools in the town before he was finally transferred to
Groton Academy in 1799 at age thirteen. That autumn,
too feeble to be employed on his father's farm, Amos
worked in a store in Dunstable, humble beginnings for
a man who was to rise so high in the world of com-
merce. After a few months, Amos was promoted to a
position in James Brazer's store in Groton, where
"puncheons of rum and brandy, bales of cloth, kegs of
tobacco, with hardware and hosiery, shared attention
in common with silks and threads, and all other arti-
cles for female use." Amos' education was advanced in
this institution of commerce. He embraced responsi-
bility, temperance and dedication — virtues that would
fashion his remarkable career and life.

On April 22, 1807, his twenty-first birthday, Amos

Lawrence terminated his apprenticeship in Squire
Brazer's store. With family encouragement, he decided
to visit Boston. With twenty dollars crowding his pock-
et, he engaged a neighbor to convey him to the city in
his father's chaise. Shortly upon arrival, he accepted a
clerkship in a reputable mercantile house. His employ-
ers were so satisfied with his performance that they
offered him a partnership. To their surprise, he
refused. He later attributed the decision to a belief
that the principles on which their business was con-
ducted were not "the true ones." A few months later,
the business did indeed collapse. It fell to him to settle
affairs with the creditors. It is a testament to Amos'
business acumen that he was not an investor. It is evi-
dence of his reputation diat the creditors trusted him
to deal fairly.

Soon unemployed, he fixed upon opening his own
business. His father came readily to his assistance, tak-
ing out a $1,000, three-year mortgage on the home-
stead and its fifty acre plot. Through no fault of
Samuel, however, the loan almost proved disastrous.
Amos converted the Boston mortgage money sent him
into bills from the Hillsborough (New Hampshire)
Bank. He immediately dispatched the bills to Amherst,
New Hampshire, in the care of Luther who was attend-
ing court there, and received silver specie in exchange.
Shortly afterward, the Hillsborough Bank failed. The
original bills were discredited and eventually proved
almost valueless. It was a narrow escape, but Amos had
his specie. He vowed, however, never to advance credit
to any man offering his father as bondsman lest die
father somehow find himself in a financial quagmire.

Amos opened a small dry-goods shop at No. 31
Cornhill, (now Washington street) on December 17,
1807, keeping hours from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. six
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days a week. Within two weeks, Amos had made a com-
fortable $175.18 profit. The following October, he
hired his brother Abbott, fifteen, as apprentice.
Abbott, having gleaned all the district school could
offer, had entered the Academy sometime in 1805 and,
two years later, was admitted to the Social Fraternity
during the same month as Amos Kendall.

Among Groton contemporaries, Abbott was known
to be a shrewd trader of toys and a leader whether in
playing pranks or breaking through snowdrifts clog-
ging the roads. Thus, when Amos took him on, Abbott
was not only well prepared in figures and writing but
in personality as well. Bright and teachable, he soon
proved immensely useful.

A year later, brother William also arrived in Boston.
"A generous attention to the joyous meetings of the
young folks of both sexes, from six miles around" and
overwork impaired his health so he came to visit for a
season of rest. He intended to return to Groton where
he had been offered the post of deputy sheriff.
Unintentionally, he too caught the mercantile bug.
The following spring, with Amos' help, he hung out
his own sign in a small adjacent store.

By the end of 1809, Amos' profits reached nearly
$6,000. "Most of the young men who commenced at
the period," he later explained, "failed by spending too
much money, and using credit too freely...I practised
[sic] a system of rigid economy, and never allowed
myself to expend a four-pence for unnecessary objects
until I acquired it."

The outbreak of war with Britain, disastrous to so
many others, failed to diminish the Lawrence prosperi-
ty. Until December, 1813, the British blockade closed

Amos Lawrence, 1786 -1852. From the portrait by
Chester Harding in the National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C.

and my escape I trace to the simple fact
of my having put a restraint upon my
appetite. We five boys were in the habit,
every forenoon, of making a drink com-
pounded of rum, raisins, sugar, nutmeg
&c, with biscuit, — all palatable to eat
and drink. After being in the store four
weeks, I found myself admonished by my
appetite of the approach of the hour for
indulgence. Thinking the habit might
make trouble if allowed to grow stronger,
without further apology to my seniors I
declined partaking with them. My first
resolution was to abstain for a week,
and, when the week was out, for a
month, and then for a year. Finally, I
resolved to abstain for the rest of my
apprenticeship, which was for five years
longer. During that whole period, 1 never
drank a spoonful, though I mixed gal-
lons daily for my old master and his cus-
tomers. I decided not to be a slave to
tobacco in any form, though I loved the
odor of it then, and even now have in
my drawer a superior Havana cigar,
given me, not long since, by a friend, but
only to smell of. I have never in my life
smoked a cigar; never chewed but one
quid, and that was before I was fifteen;
and never took an ounce of snuff,
though the scented rappee of forty years
ago had great charms for me.

Amos A. Lawrence
in a letter to

Isaiah Hall Nutting
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...As we children came forward, we
were carefully looked after, but were
taught to use the talents intrusted to us;
and every nerve was strained to provide
for us the academy which is now doing so
much there. We sons are doing less for
education, for our means, than our
father for his means.

Amos A. Lawrence
writing in 1849

...Without any rich friend or any poor
friend to speak a good word for me; and
made my first sale to a "Cape Cod man",
of Four cotton handkerchiefs for 28 cents
each, on which I made a profit of 29
cents, which is the Foundation of my Bus-
iness capital. I told the man my purpose,
&" if he like my plan, should be glad to
have him call & see & try me again. On
a rainy day about a week after, this same
man came peeping along into the store
doors (mine had two doors, & was at 31
Cornhill) and as he looked in at the sec-
ond door, said "This is the place boys" &
followed in by about half a dozen of his
comerades [sic] to get "fitted out", for
their return home. I supplied them with
such articles as they wanted and ever
after while I sold goods at retail, these peo-
ple continued to come to me for what they
wanted because I never deceived them, by
pretending to keep a "cheap shop". . .

Amos A. Lawrence William Lawrence, 1783-1848.
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every outlet south of Newport, Rhode Island, to all
trade foreign and coastal. Ports from Eastport to
Nantucket, however, remained open to both coastal
and neutral ships and to British ships disguised as neu-
tral. Initially, therefore, New England traders were less
severely affected than those further south. On
December 17th, 1813, however, Congress imposed
another embargo. From then until war's end, New
England ports were likewise closed tight, and hun-
dreds of ships lay idle, causing considerable distress.

From the beginning of 1811 to the close of 1813,
Amos Lawrence's profits reached nearly $40,000. Since
his account books are no longer available, it is impossi-
ble to tell exactly how he managed the feat. Perhaps
the increase from nearly twenty to seventy-five cents a
yard in smuggled English cotton goods played a role.
At any rate, during this period, his listing in the Boston
directories changed from "shopkeeper" to "dry-goods
dealer" to "merchant."

Amos was married in 1812, to Sarah Richards, who
was a student at Groton Academy in 1807 along with
her three brothers. Two years later, William also found
a mate, Susan Ruggles Bordman, the only daughter of
a prominent merchant.

On New Year's Day, 1814, Amos took Abbott, then
twenty-one, into partnership. He financed the compa-
ny A. & A. Lawrence with $50,000 he had saved over
the years. Three days later the "Bramble News" arrived,
so called because the British schooner of that name
had docked at Annapolis bearing tidings of
Napoleon's defeat at Leipzig. Import of the news was
that Britain could then devote all her energies to the
American war. Indeed, widi troops no longer needed

on the continent and hastily ferried across the Atlantic,
she soon did manage to launch not only the
Champlain campaign but also the attack on
Washington. But it was not the availability of fresh
enemy troops which worried New England business-
men. To them, the "Bramble News" signified that prof-
itable smuggling would soon end. Prices plummeted.
Since the Lawrences held a large stock bought at high
prices, bankruptcy seemed inevitable, at least to faint-
hearted Abbott. Unfortunately, no records are avail-
able to explain how the company managed to stay
afloat. Amos, however, failed to panic, shrewdly realiz-
ing that the scarcity of goods would continue long
enough for him to stave off disaster. Abbott, apparent-
ly was despondent and proposed to withdraw. Amos
cheerfully offered to dissolve the company and to pay
him $5,000 as well. Seeing his older brother so calm
and confident, however, Abbott decided to remain
faithful to his contract. The youngest of the clan,
brother Samuel, arrived in Boston in 1815, having
attended the Academy for nearly two years.
Apparently, he apprenticed at the shop on Cornhill
with William, thereby following the course Abbott had
taken several years before.

Throughout this period, Abbott Lawrence found
time to engage in a certain amount of military activity.
When hostilities began, he joined the New England
Guards as an original member. The group dedicated
itself to defend the region and particularly the com-
monwealth from British invasion, an increasing threat.
As good Federalists, they assiduously avoided putting
themselves at President Madison's disposal. In April,
1814, company orders required all personnel to be
ready "at a moment's warning, to assemble at their
armory, in uniform, complete, with blue pantaloons."

... When I see how people in other
places are doing business, I feel that we
have reason to thank God that we are
not obliged to do as they do, but are fol-
lowing that regular and profitably safe
business that allows us to sleep well o'
nights, and eat the bread of industry
and quietness. The more I see of the
changes produced by violent speculation,
the more satisfied I am that our maxims
are the only true ones...

...Baltimore has never seen but two
days which will compare with last Friday:
one of those was the mob day, the other
was the day of the attack by the British.

Nearly one half the city, embracing its
most active and hitherto wealthiest citi-
zens, have stopped or must stop payment.
Confidence is prostrated, capital van-
ished. 1 am rejoiced to hear of your easy
situation, and hope it may continue.
Avoid responsibilities, and all is well
with us. I am in no wise avaricious, and
of course care not whether we make five
thousand dollars more or less, if we risk
twenty thousand to do it.

...Have lately thought more than once,
of the propriety of your settling down (say
within a year or so). It's extremely dan-
gerous to defer making a connexion [sic]
until a late period, for a man is in more
and more danger of not forming one, the
longer he defers it; and any man who
does not form this connexion grossly mis-
calculates in the the [sic] use of the
means which God has given him to sup-
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ply himself with pleasures in the down-
hill journey of life and is worse than a
fool; to allow himself to be cheated in the
connexion by the prospect of [garbled]
present advantages to the exculusion of
the more permanent ones. Every mans
[sic] best pleasures should be at home, for
there is the sphere for the exercise of his
best virtues, and he should be particular-
ly careful in the selection of a partner, to
get one who will jeopardise [sic] neither. .

Amos A. Lawrence
letters to Abbott Lawrence

If you are troubled with the belief that
I am growing too rich, there is one thing
that you may as well understand; I know
how to make money, and you cannot pre-
vent it.

Abbott Lawrence

Groton May 6th 1841
Dear Sir-
The trustees felt some little delicacy in

knowing how to proceed in view of your
very generous proposition, lest they
should encroach too much on your liber-
ality; and I therefore submit to your
inspection a plan (furnished me by Mr
Borne) of the improvements & additions
I had in my mind when I last wrote you.
Mr Borne has made an estimate of the

War with England finally passed into history with
the Senate ratification of the Treaty of Ghent in 1815.
What was a political disaster for New England's
Federalists proved an economic godsend to her mer-
chants. The first to slake the long denied thirst for
British goods could reap a tidy profit. Among those
who meant to do just that stood A. & A. Lawrence. At
twenty-nine, senior partner Amos Lawrence was a set-
tled father of two and a thriving dry^goods merchant.
At twenty-two, junior partner Abbott Lawrence was a
handsome bachelor and a savvy businessman . At war's
end, Amos realized the possibilities of a quick profit
from imported goods. Thus, off to England he dis-
patched the eager and enterprising Abbott.

A voyage across the Atlantic always presented a chal-
lenge. How long it would take was uncertain, ranging
anywhere from forty to sixty, ninety, or even a hundred
days. Storms and fogs often pushed ships off course.
Becalming caused frequent delays. When the trip
became prolonged, rations could be reduced to
spoiled onions lightly salted and dampened with a
thimbleful of water. Abbott may well have been advised
to bring along a live chicken or two against such condi-
tions as well as a supply of rhubarb, castor oil and
cream of tartar for constipation, soda water and tea for
diarrhea and Peruvian bark (cinchona), wine and cor-
dials for strength. No doubt during the voyage, Abbott
and his fellow passengers whiled away the time and
enjoyed the beauty of moonlit nights and the phospho-
rescence that, as he wrote, "turned each wave into a
shower of fire."

Aboard the Milo, Abbott Lawrence reached
Liverpool sometime in mid-April, 1815. Tradition has
it that, when she docked, Abbott Lawrence was the first
to scurry ashore where he hastened off to make his

purchases in Manchester some thirty miles westward.
There, he quickly conducted business and returned
with his merchandise on April 28th, the evening pre-
ceding the Milo's homeward-bound departure. Her
return voyage was accomplished in a relatively quick
thirty-seven days. She plowed into Boston harbor on
June 3rd, just eighty-four days after her original depar-
ture. Cargo unloaded included English goods con-
signed to some seventy-three merchants. Lewis
Tappan & Co. (34 Broad Street), Dyer & Collier (81
State Street), Frederick Cabot (34 Broad Street) and
many others soon advertised "common and superfine
Calicoes," "Mixt Grandurells," "Patent buff," "Super-
light Ginghams," "Fancy Muslens," and a variety of
other materials all recently arrived on the ship.
Apparently, Amos sold off his entire consignment with-
in the week, at a very tidy profit naturally, without
resort to advertisement. To Abbott, he wrote, 'You are
as famous among your acquaintances here for the
rapidity of your movements as Bonaparte...I really feel
a litde proud, my dear brother, of your conduct. Few
instances of like despatch are known."

As planned, Abbott remained in England to make
further purchases and do a bit of travelling. It was at
this time that he saw the allied armies immediately
after the battle of Waterloo. Lest he forget home and
friends, Amos fired off letters brimming'with advice
and family news. For over a year, while Amos tended
the store at Cornhill and initiated the recendy invent-
ed, double entry bookkeeping system, Abbott
remained in Europe.

What with decrees, orders in council, embargoes,
non-intercourse acts and outright war mucking up
accustomed channels of exchange and production, was
it any wonder that many Americans took to manufac-
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turing? For example, the number of commercial spin-
dles rose from 8,000 in 1807 to 130,000 in 1815 and
the amount of raw cotton they consumed leapt from
1,000 bales to 90,000. Factory-made woolens registered
comparable gains — their value rose from $4,000,000
in 1810 to $19,000,000 five years later. Congress passed
a tariff in 1816 that levied duties of twenty-five per cent
on cotton and woolen goods for three years. A very
formidable proviso also mandated that, in no case,
should the duty amount to less than six and a quarter
cents a yard. It is not difficult to guess who opposed
that provision.

The Lawrences, along with most other Boston mer-
chants, opposed high tariffs. They viewed them as
inimical to that "mutually beneficial intercourse" of
which they were becoming so prominent a part. That
mercantile interests still dominated New England was
confirmed when, excepting those from Vermont, die
majority of the section's representatives voted against
the tariff of 1816. What benefited the houses of A. & A.
Lawrence (dry goods), 15 Market Street, or William
Lawrence (shopkeeper) 32 Cornhill, surely benefited
the entire nation. However, the rest of the country did
not see it that way. Alas, except for the southern
planters who continued to cherish imported goods,
Kentucky's Henry Clay was convincing his fellow coun-
trymen to establish the so-called "American system."
This economic policy called for protectionist legisla-
tion and for nationally funded roads and canals to
facilitate the internal trade of American-grown or
American-manufactured goods.

The tariff, however, failed to stem the tide. The
levies, though high, were scarcely excessive, and British
manufacturers, aided and abetted by the auction sys-
tem, adopted false invoices as a means to circumvent

diem. In October, 1820, Abbott attended a large meet-
ing of Boston merchants at which passed strong resolu-
tions attacking tariffs as unduly favorable to domestic
manufacturers.

Until this period, the Lawrence brothers had
imported and marketed all varieties of foreign cotton
and woolen textiles, coarse or fine. In 1816, however,
one provision of the protective tariff set extremely
high duties on cotton goods — so high, in fact, that
the Lawrences thereafter sought out domestic supplies,
particularly for the coarser sheeting and shirting mate-
rials. As they dealt more and more in American-manu-
factured cotton, they came to recognize its virtues over
British-manufactured Indian cotton which, though of
poorer quality, sold for a higher price. The handwrit-
ing concerning imported fabrics was on the wall.

The five years between 1818 and 1823 were busy
ones for the Lawrence clan. 1818 opened with an invi-
tation to invest. On February 10th, the commonwealth
chartered the Suffolk Bank. Amos, Abbott and Luther
Lawrence were among its subscribers and brother
William prominent among its incorporated directors
(he served on the board up to the time of his death, a
period of thirty years). Instrumental in including
Lawrences in diis venture was Nathan Appleton, a well-
established merchant. In 1813, Appleton invested
$5,000 in, Francis Cabot Lowell's powermill for making
cheap, unbleached cotton sheeting in Waltham. Three
years earlier, Lowell had traveled to England.
Meandering through the Lancashire cotton mills, he
cleverly memorized the details of the machinery over
which the owners kept a jealous but, in this case,
unsuspecting watch. Once home, Lowell deposited his
treasure-trove into the ingenious hands of Paul Moody,

expense to put the building in perfect
order, according to the accompanying
plan, which amounts to about $1100.

Some of the trustees are desirous to
have a carpet on the floor of the female
school room — & it will be necessary to
have a few chairs and settees. The old
stoves & funnel too will have to come
out 1 suppose, as they would not appear
decent in a clean & newly painted room.
These items are not included in the above
estimate. There is a great objection to
heating school rooms by stove & funnel
which it is difficult to obviate. The alter-
ations & additions proposed in this
plan have reference to the present
amount of funds of the Academy. I
should be pleased to have you make any
suggestions that may occur to you — &*
hope in the course of a few days to receive
a line from you.

Very truly yours
J. Green

[to] A. A. Lawrence Esq.

Groton, March 4, 1843
My dear sir,
The present term of our Academy com-

menced this week with about fifty scholars,
& the number will probably increase. A
Miss Humphrey is the Preceptress. I have
become responsible on your account, for
the tuition, one year — of Geo. W.
Goodale, of West Boylston, provided he
continues of his present mind to prepare
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himself for College, &f remains at our
Academy. In a short conversation with
him this winter, I learned that he is one
among ten children, & that his father is
in embarrassed circumstances, and
unable to assist him at present. He always
had a desire to go to College, but his
father thought he had not the means to
send him;- and put him to learn the trade
of a Blacksmith. He served out his time
until he was 21 years old last summer.
He then said, was determined to go to
College by his own exertion, if he did not
enter until 40 years of age. He resided
with Mr. Barstow last summer, & did his
work, to pay for his tuition & board. This
winter has lived with Mr. Farley, & paid
for his board in work;- at the same time
went a mile & a half and taught a
school. I inquired of Mr. Barstow respect-
ing his scholarship- said he was not bril-
liant, but very respectable- & excelled in
mathematics- being now fitted in
advance, to enter College. He is a young
man of correct habits, & good character;
& his influence I think will be salutary
on the school.

My impression is, that you were not
particular, in having your encourage-
ment applied, exclusively, to Groton boys.
Iff have erred, will thank you of course to
correct me. I should like very much to find
one or two Groton boys deserving of your
assistance. Perhaps I am too conservative-
but I can never recommend a boy to your
notice, that I have frequently seen puffing

a man whose superior mechanical skills quickly repli-
cated and then redesigned more efficient power looms
and cotton spinning frames. The available water power
harnessed, production began in 1815. By 1819, as a
director of the Boston Manufacturing Company,
Appleton and his twelve confreres, the so-called
"Boston Associates," were reaping average dividends of
nineteen percent. Some of their gains they invested in
bank stocks, including the Suffolk.

Amos' wife Sarah died in 1819. In order to ease his
grief, he set off on a journey through the middle states
to Virginia and Washington. While at the nation's capi-
tal, he listened to the debate raging in Congress over
the Missouri Compromise and made the obligatory pil-
grimage to Mount Vernon. He witnessed first hand the
height to which his friend, Daniel Webster, had risen.
"If he does not stand confessedly first among the advo-
cated here," reported the traveller, "he does not stand
second." Also while on this journey, Amos encoun-
tered southerners on their own turf and, for the first
time, observed slavery up close. He wrote much
extolling the excellent treatment which Washington
had bestowed upon his slaves and applauded the fact
that the late president had seen fit to provide for their
freedom in his will. In Virginians, he found much that
was charming. In slavery, however, he could find no
good. Amos returned home at the end of March only
partially restored in spirit. Two weeks later, he left on
another trip in the same direction. This one, however,
took him to Baltimore where he acted as delegate from
the Brattle Street Church at the settlement of
Reverend Jared Sparks. Amos' letters reflect the severe
business panic then agitating the nation, financial
troubles brought on largely by over-speculation. His
ability to sense danger in the economic wind and

retreat was uncanny. The Lawrences weathered the
panic by avoiding large commitments and keeping
their capital liquid. Too many others throughout the
country overextended themselves with disastrous
results.

Shortly after Amos' return to Boston, Abbott mar-
ried Katherine Bigelow (Groton Academy 1802), child-
hood friend, daughter of Timothy Bigelow. Surely,
Abbott could not have made a better match. Katherine
was a woman of charm and culture, highly placed
socially and a worthy consort for such as he. As the
couple settled into their home, they invited Amos to
join them. He agreed, gave up his home and sent the
children to Groton under care of their grandparents
and Aunt Mary Woodbury. Hoping to overcome the
"thick-coming fancies" attendant on one so recently
bereaved, Amos threw himself into business affairs.

In February, 1820, Amos journeyed to New York for
the New England Bank. He carried nearly $100,000 in
foreign gold soon to be devalued. Amos was directed
to purchase bills at the best rate possible which was a
complicated transaction. Once the business was suc-
cessfully executed, he boarded a packet for
Providence. During the final night, the packet collided
with another vessel causing severe damage.
Fortunately, the packet stayed afloat. However, it was
forced to land some fifteen miles from its destination.
A heavy snow storm rendered the distance a torture to
traverse, and Amos arrived there "almost dead with
headache and sickness."

The following year, Amos married Mrs. Nancy
(Means) Ellis, daughter of a prominent merchant in
Amherst, New Hampshire, and widow of a former asso-
ciate justice of the state's Supreme Court. The chil-
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Abbott Lawrence, 1792-1855.

a cigar, along the street, & whose other
habits I have no reason to doubt, corre-
spond- be his natural endowments ever so
great, & his circumstances ever so indi-
gent.

With my respects to your wife- Very
truly yrs.

Joshua Green
[to] A. A. Lawrence Esq.

Boston, April 6th, 1844.
To the Trustees of Groton Academy:-

Gentlemen:- Born and educated in
Groton, I feel a deep interest in its pros-
perity, and especially in your academy;
an institution which my honored father
labored so hard to bring into existence
more than half a century ago, and to
which I am indebted for what little edu-
cation I possess.

Having been highly blessed in my tem-
poral concerns, I have thought I could
not better dispose of a portion of my abun-
dance than to give the academy over
which you preside, a sum of money, for
the advancement of education for all com-
ing time.

I, therefore, hereby give to Groton
Academy the sum often thousand dollars,
and direct that the same shall be invested
in such manner, for the benefit of said
corporation, as the Trustees thereof shall,
from time to time, deem safe and expedi-
ent, and that the net income thereof shall
be applied in their discretion. I am espe-
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dally desirous that such compensation
shall be paid to the instructors of said
academy, and shall secure for it constant-
ly the services of learned persons, perfectly
competent to all their duties.

And this gift is, therefore, upon condi-
tion that the present rate of charge for in-
struction in said academy shall not be
reduced. But whenever hereafter, in any
year, the whole net income of the present
funds and property of said Institution,
and of the fees received for instruction,
added to the net income of said ten thou-
sand dollars, shall be more than sufficient
for the payment of liberal salaries to such
instructors, so that a balance of said in-
come shall remain unexpended, I request
the said Trustees in their discretion, and
if they deem it expedient, to pay and dis-
tribute such balance, or any of it, to and
among such deserving male pupils, in
such Institution, preparing for a collegiate
education, as the Trustees may think
deserving aid; but not more than one
hundred dollars shall be paid or allowed
to any one such pupil in any one year.
And in granting such aid, I earnestly
request that no regard may be had to any
sectarian views entertained by the pupils
on the subject of the Christian religion.

You will please draw on Lawrence &
Stone, Boston, for said sum of ten thou-
sand dollars, in such sums and at such
times as will suit your convenience.

Your obedient servant,
William Lawrence

dren were recalled from Groton, and the couple set-
tled down to domestic bliss. Three weeks later, the citi-
zens of Boston elected the recent groom to the
Massachusetts General Court. Thus, Amos joined his
oldest brother, Ludier, in the political arena. During
the winter session, Luther was temporarily chosen
Speaker of the House. Although it was not an arena in
which he felt comfortable, Amos faithfully attended its
demands, serving on a committee charged to investi-
gate the subject of erecting wooden buildings in
Boston. In the legislative life, however, Amos discov-
ered few rewards. The following year he did not stand
for reelection. Business was far more to his liking and,
over the next few years, he profitably devoted consider-
able time to it.

In 1822, young Samuel came of age. William, in
whose shop he had worked, offered him a partnership,
and the firm of W. & S. Lawrence was born. Over the
next few years, Samuel acted as its agent both at home
and abroad, thereby gaining an experience similar to
Abbott's. In 1825, tfiey helped to create and then took
over the sales agency for the Middlesex Company, the
first company incorporated at Lowell for the manufac-
ture of woolens. Most woolens consumed in America
were English, imported primarily from Yorkshire. For
years, importers evaded paying full duties by under-
valuing them. American producers were also impeded
by a defect in the dyeing process, a defect early solved
by the Middlesex Company when it discovered and
developed better methods for cleansing wool. In 1826,
to accommodate the increase in their activity, the
brothers took on as partner William Stone. The new
firm assumed the name W. S. Lawrence & Stone and
relocated to 85 State Street. Thus, the Lawrences took
further steps toward involvement in domestic manufac-

tures. It was through their investments as major stock-
holders with manufacturing firms that the Lawrence
brothers were able to become exclusive selling agents.

Amos was plagued from birth with poor healtfi and
he virtually retired as senior partner in 1831 because of
his unsound physical condition. Abbott became the
principal member of the firm for the next quarter cen-
tury. In 1845, he became the first president and largest
stockholder of the Essex Company which established
the Bay State Mills and the Auantic Cotton Mills along
the Merrimack River near North Andover. When the
area was incorporated two years later, it was named
Lawrence, Massachusetts, in his honor.

Abbott was a businessman in politics. He was a
favorite representative of Boston merchants and manu-
facturers as early as 1827 when he was a representative
at the Harrisburg Convention, convened to discuss
measures for promoting the interests of domestic man-
ufactures. Elected to Congress in 1834 and 1838, he
was an ardent Whig, an active and influential member
of the Committee of Ways and Means. His interest in
politics quickened as he attended the national conven-
tion of 1844 as a delegate, fervently supporting Henry
Clay for the presidency. Four years later at the conven-
tion in Philadelphia, Abbott Lawrence was defeated by
Millard Fillmore as the vice presidential candidate by
one vote! (Hypothetical analysis is irresistible.) Abbott
Lawrence, son of Groton Academy (1805 to 1808),
might have become the President of the United States
in 1850 upon the deatih of Zachary Taylor were it not
for "...the peculiar and unexpected course of some of
die delegates from his own state...[who]...spurned the
bribe." In 1849, President Taylor did offer him two
cabinet positions, Secretary of the Navy, and later,
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Secretary of the Interior, both of which he declined.
He accepted the post of Minister to England, the high-
est in the diplomatic service, and served with consum-
mate tact and ability until 1852. Abbott Lawrence
expired in 1855, "...the precise moment in which his
spirit took its flight was not known to those watching
over him."

On April 17, 1839, while inspecting the works of the
Middlesex Manufacturing Company, recently erected
by his brothers, Luther Lawrence, mayor of Lowell, fell
into the machinery and died instantly, an ironic and
tragic event that was deeply felt by the family and com-
munity.

Before William retired in 1842, having acquired a
considerable fortune, he served for nine years as a rep-
resentative from Boston to the Massachusetts General
Court. William Lawrence died in 1848.

All of the brothers were active in the promotion of
public improvements in Boston and generous contrib-
utors to local charities. Amos served for a number of
years on the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts
General Hospital, a duty of "unmingled pleasure" to
him. He took a prominent part in the erection of the
Bunker Hill Monument, no doubt inspired by the
heroism of his father and fellow Grotonians.

The first railroad in New England was built at the
quarry in Quincy to transport the stone for the monu-
ment. A horse-drawn affair, the "Granite Railway" was a
four mile long (including branches) broad-gauge
tramway built by Gridley Bryant in 1826. Boston &
Lowell, Boston & Providence, and Boston & Worcester
were all in operation by 1835, forming the nucleus of

the New England rail system. Abbott Lawrence, in the
face of widespread public indifference and skepticism,
took the lead in advocating the extension of the
Boston & Worcester road over the Berkshire moun-
tains to Albany. The success of the Western Railroad,
as it was called, attested to the farsightedness and
courage of his enterprising promotion.

Amos Lawrence was an invalid for the last twenty
years of his life. When he died, his fortune was estimat-
ed at over one million dollars. He had distributed over
seven-hundred thousand dollars in charities during his
lifetime. Brother Abbott, a more active operator, accu-
mulated over two million dollars, but it was William
Lawrence's donations to the Academy that would
establish its first endowment.

The Munificent Gifts

On the first of January, 1829, Amos Lawrence com-
menced a "donation book" which he maintained until
the last day of his life, December 30, 1852. He entered
not only monetary contributions, but also all other
donations such as books, clothing and food. Two
rooms in his house were used for receiving and prepar-
ing useful articles for distribution. Amos was particular-
ly fond of the distribution of books, often sent off to
distant beneficiaries in a barrel.

Quite likely, Amos' first donation to Groton
Academy in 1838 of "books and philosophical appara-
tus" arrived in barrels. The following year, a new and
valuable telescope and four volumes of Dr. Bowditch's
translation of Mecanique Celeste arrived in Groton.
Repairs and improvements to the Academy building

Boston, June 10, 1844
Gentlemen- •

I received your kind letter of 27th May
communicating the vote of the Trustees
of Groton Academy, requesting the
"Portrait or Bust" of my brother,
William, and of myself to be preserved as
a memorial by the institution, which I
have great pleasure in acknowledging
and in tendering to the institution, our
busts — executed in marble but zvithout
expense to the institution.

Dexter, the sculptor, has executed an
admirable one of my brother, and
Clavenger, before his death, executed one
of me, who Dexter can copy — and when
both are ready, I will direct him to see
them properly placed in the Academy —
which may not be done in less than three
or four months.

And as ever very Affectionately,
Yours, Amos Lawrence



70 I Prominent Alumni

... The business of the past year has
been eminently successful, and the
increased value of many of the invest-
ments large. In view of these trusts, how
shall we appear when the Master calls? I
would earnestly strive to keep constantly
in mind the fact that he will call, and
that speedily, upon each and all of us;
and that, when he calls, the question
will be, How have you used these? not
How much have you hoarded?

Amos A. Lawrence
from his "property-book"

1845

...I trust it [Groton Academy library]
will be second to no other in the country
except that of Cambridge, and that the
place will become a favorite resort of stu-
dents of all ages before another fifty years
have passed away.

...I present them [a cabinet of medals]
to the Institution [G.A.] in the name of
my grandsons, F.W. [Francis Williams]
and A.L., [Arthur Laiurence] in the
hope and expectation of implanting
among their early objects of regard this
school, so dear to us brothers of the old
race, and which was more dear to our
honored father, who labored with his
hands, and gave from his scanty means,
in the beginning, much more in propor-
tion than toe are required to do, if we

Amos Lawrence

and grounds in 1841 were paid for by Amos Lawrence.
This two thousand dollar donation was followed by
brother William's gift on April 6, 1844, of ten thousand
dollars, designated as a permanent endowment fund.

The board of trustees were overwhelmed and con-
vened a special meeting. They published immediately
the donation letter in the Boston Courier. But how else
could they recognize the grand spirit and magnitude
of these presents? "A portrait or bust," one of the
trustees most likely gushed. It was duly voted upon and
the board sent a letter to Amos and William on May
27th. Two marble busts arrived at Groton Academy
before the end of the year; Henry Dexter designed the
one of Amos; Shobel Vail Clevenger executed the one
of William. Since 1844, the busts of Amos and William
Lawrence have graced three schoolhouses, as silent
guardians of the Academy.

Amos and William were clearly acting in concert,
each one careful neither to upstage nor parry the
other. Amos donated one-hundred and forty-six books
for a library at the Academy in 1845. Out of the barrels
also came a copy of the five volume account of Captain
Wilke's Exploring Expedition and an atlas. That same
year Amos donated two "eight day clocks," one for
each floor of the schoolhouse. If time has passed more
quickly for Academy scholars since 1845, we have
Amos Lawrence to thank.

The enjoyment of the board was unbridled. How
would these gifts be acknowledged? Was there more to
follow? Voted thanks of the trustees, gracious letters
and sculpted memorials had already been employed.
On August 20, 1845, the trustees voted that a commit-
tee petition the legislature for a change of name from
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Groton Academy to Lawrence Academy at Groton. The
following February, an act was passed by the legislature.
The gifts of Amos and William and the trusteeships
(and presidencies) of Samuel and Luther were now
supremely recognized.

Amos next turned his benevolent attentions to the
property of the Academy. The Brazer estate, home of
his former master and himself during his apprentice-
ship, was for sale in 1846. As a contiguous property to
the Academy, it would make a stately residence for the
Academy principal and continue the organic growth of
the campus. On July 15th, Amos Lawrence purchased
the estate for four thousand, four hundred dollars and
turned the deed over to the trustees. The following
month, William donated five thousand dollars to
enlarge the Academy building (according to a plan of
Isaiah Rogers), erect a substantial fence of stone and
iron (designed by Caleb Butler) and purchase a suit-
able bell.

The brothers complemented each other through the
timing and purpose of dieir gifts. William focused on
the capitalization of the school while Amos financed
specific projects. One of these was scholarship. It is evi-
dent from his correspondence with trustees and princi-

pals that Amos was paying not only Academy expenses
for deserving students but also college tuition. By 1847,
Amos Lawrence and his wife had established twelve
scholarships for the benefit of Academy students at
Williams, Bowdoin and Wabash College in Indiana. Few
schools (if any) in America could boast this type of
scholarship opportunity and it is likely unprecedented.
Lawrence Academy scholars admitted to these three
colleges paid no tuition for four years to these colleges.
They were the result of warm and admiring relation-
ships between the Lawrences and college presidents
Mark Hopkins at Williams, Jesse Appleton of Bowdoin
and Charles White from Wabash.

In 1848, when William Lawrence died, he
bequeathed twenty thousand dollars to Lawrence
Academy. It was a felicitous, final rejoinder to brodier
Amos whose combined gifts to the Academy totaled
nearly twenty-five thousand dollars.

A decade of munificence now ends. Reverend James
Means became the Principal of Lawrence Academy in
1845. He presided over die increasing prosperity and
prominence of Lawrence Academy until 1851, tiianks
in large part to Amos Lawrence, his uncle by marriage,
who probably got him the job.

place it at the head of this class of insti-
tutions, by furnishing all it can want.

Amos A. Lawrence

January 27, 1846
To the Honorable Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

Respectfully represent the Trustees of
Groton Academy, that as early as 1792
by the voluntary contributions of certain
liberal and public spirited citizens of
Groton and its vicinity an academy was
instituted in that place and that in
1793 those who had contributed to its
foundation were incorporated by the
name of "The Trustees of Groton
Academy" and that under the aid and
protection of the Commonwealth, and by
the liberality of its friends and patrons, it
now holds property of about $20,000 of
which the greatest portion has been given
by one family.

Samuel Lawrence Esq., a native of
Groton who died in that place in 1827
was one of its most active and liberal
founders — three sons of this gentleman
have manifested the liveliest interest in
this Institution and have been most gen-
erous in their donations to increase its
usefulness as the following statement will
show.

"The Hon. Luther Lawrence who died
while Mayor of the city of Lowell was the
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oldest Trustee & President of the Board
for many years preceding and at the time
of his death — Uniformly he was active
and earnest in his friendship, and able
and judicious in his counsel in behalf of
this school —

Amos Lawrence Esq. of Boston has
liberally contributed to its Library and
Philosophical Apparatus — and has
furnished the Trustees with the means of
greatly enlarging and improving its
buildings —- his benefactions to this
Academy have already amounted to more
than $3000 — and his deep interest in
the cause of learning is seen by his con-
stant attentions to the wants of this insti-
tution.

William Lawrence Esq. of Boston has
recently made a donation of $10,000 to
this Academy — as a permanent fund
the income of which is to defray the
expenses of Instruction and to aid prom-
ising young men who may need and are
endeavoring to obtain a collegiate educa-
tion — Besides this donation, he has
appropriated several hundred dollars for
the improvement of the lands adjacent
and belonging to the Institution.

By such acts of munificence these gen-
tlemen have exhibited the warmest regard
of the place of their birth and for the sem-
inary in which they received their early
education and have thus shown not only
a benevolent but a patriotic spirit in
affording such signal [unreadable] and
in the promotion of knowledge and virtue

which are confessedly the true source of
human happiness as well as the only
solid basis of Republican Government.

Deeply impressed with a grateful sense
of the benefits which have flowed in upon
Groton Academy from a fountain so liber-
al — the Trustees by the undersigned
their Committee for that purpose duly
appointed and authorized would pray
your Honorable bodies — That this Insti-
tution may hereafter be known and desig-
nated as the "Lawrence Academy" and
that the corporate name be changed so
that instead of being as it now is "The
Trustees of Groton Academy" it may
become "The Trustees of Lawrence Aca-
demy at Groton " — They would have this
new corporate name as a memorial of
grateful respect for a family from whom
they have received so large a part of their
means of doing good —for a family who
through other channels of benevolence
have become eminent among those whose
deeds declare them to be the best friends of
their country and their race — a family
who are justly entitled to any distinction
which the proposed change of name may
confer —

Rev. Dudley Phelps
George F. Farley

Joshua Green
For & in behalf of the Trustees of

Groton Academy

Boston, June 18, 1847
Dear Partners: Please pass to the cred-

it of my friend, the Rev. Mark Hopkins,
two thousand dollars, to pay for four
scholarships at Williams College, to be
used through all time by the Trustees of
Lawrence Academy, in Groton. The said
trustees, or their representatives, may
send and keep in college four pupils from
the academy, without any charge for
tuition; and, whenever they omit or de-
cline keeping up their full number, the
goverment or the proper authorities of the
college are authorized to fill the vacancy
or vacancies from their own college
pupils. Charge the same to my account.

A.L.
To A. &A.L. &Co.
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.../ have felt a deep interest in Groton
Academy for a long time, and while
brother Luther was living, and its presi-
dent, he had it in charge to do what
should be best to secure its greatest use-
fulness, and while perfecting these plans,
he was suddenly taken from the world.
Since then, I have kept on doing for it,
which makes my outlay for the school
about twenty thousand dollars. I had
prepared ten thousand more, which
brother William assumed, and has taken
the school upon himself, to give it such
facilities as will make it a very desirable
place for young men to enter to get a
good preparation for business or college
life.

Amos A. Lawrence
from his "donation book"

August 20, 1847

Dear Sir:
In reply to yours, this moment handed

me, I state that my income is so reduced,
thus far, this year, that I am compelled to
use prudence in the expenditure of money,
and must therefore decline making the
loan. If my vote would make my brother
Vice-President, I would not give it, as I
think it lowering his good name to accept
office of any sort, by employing such
means as are now needful to get votes. I
hope 'Old Zack' will be President.

Respectfully yours, A. L.
Amos A. Lawrence

June, 1848
...As to my brother's nomination for

Vice-President, I am thankful they did
not make it in convention: he is in a
higher position before the country than he
would be if chosen Vice-President. His
course has been elevated and magnani-
mous in this matter; for he might, by his
personal influence and efforts, have
received the nomination.

...I have not as yet heard of the exami-
nation of yesterday at the Lawrence
Academy, which son A.A. attended, but
hope for a good report. In truth, I feel as
if that school and your college are to go
hand in hand in making whole men for
generations to come. There is a pleasant
vision which opens to me when I look for-
ward to the characters that the academy
and the college are to send forth for the
next hundred years. I bless God for my
old home, and the great elm in front,
which has a teaching and a significance
that I shall endeavor to make use of in
training my grandchildren and dear
ones of my family connection. How
important, then, that our places of edu-
cation be sustained, as supplying the
pure and living streams that shall irri-
gate every hill and valley of this vast
empire, and train men to know and do
their duty!

Amos A. Lawrence in letters
to Mark Hopkins, President of

Williams College, 1848

Desirous to increase the usefulness of
the Lawrence Academy in Groton, and to
place its prosperity, (as far as I can do
so,) on a secure foundation, I have, at
different times heretofore, made dona-
tions for its benefit, and I have also
made provision for it in my will. But,
upon reflection, I am induced to appre-
hend that what I have thus done may
not be sufficient to accomplish the objects
I have in view. Therefore, I hereby revoke
the bequest contained in my said will, of
ten thousand dollars, to be paid to the
said corporation, within one year of my
decease, without interest, to be held by
them, as a permanent public corporate
body, specially charged with the care and
superintendence of education, upon the
following trusts; that is to say, carefully
manage and invest said sum of twenty
thousand dollars as they shall deem most
safe and advantegeous, having more
regard to the safety of the principal, than
the amount of income; to collect and
receive the interest and income thereof; to
deduct therefrom, and pay all such neces-
sary and proper charges as may be
incurred in the management of the said
trust fund; and to apply the net interest
and income of said twenty thousand dol-
lars, or of the property in which it may be
vested, to and for the following purposes,
viz.: to add one thousand dollars of said
net income annually, to the said princi-
pal sum, (so that it shall become part
thereof) until the whole principal fund
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held under this codicil shall amount to
thirty thousand dollars; which shall for-
ever afterwards be taken and deemed to
be the principal trust fund; to apply the
residue of the net interest and income of
said twenty thousand dollars until said
trust fund shall amount to thirty thou-
sand dollars, and afterwards to apply the
whole net income and interest of said
trust fund of thirty thousand dollars to
the payment of the expense of keeping the
buildings of said corporation at all times
sufficiently insured by some safe
Insurance Company or Companies in
said commonwealth, to the payment in
whole or in part (in their discretion) of
the salaries and compensation of any
instructor or instructors at said acade-
my; to aid in the maintenance and edu-
cation, at said academy of any such
meritorious persons as may resort thither
for instruction, who may in the opinion
of said Trustees deserve and need such
assistance, by advances of gifts or loans,
(in the discretion of said Trustees,) not
exceeding one hundred dollars to any one
such student in any one year; and to
apply such portion of said net income, as
said Trustees may from time to time deem
expedient, to the purchase of books for the
library of said academy, and philosophi-
cal and other instruments for the use of
the pupils.

"Whenever, and as often as from losses
or other cause the said principal fund
shall be less than thirty thousand dollars,

I direct that one thousand dollars of the
net income of the residue of said fund
shall be added annually to the principal,
until the whole fund shall amount to
thirty thousand dollars, and whenever
the capital fund shall sustain a loss or
dimunition of less than one thousand
dollars, then and in every such case,
and within one year afterwards, suffi-
cient of said net income shall be taken
and added to the principal to make the
sum thirty thousand dollars. I earnestly
enforce it on all those who may have the
care and management of the funds and
property given by me for the benefit of
said academy, to invest the same with
the utmost caution and prudence; to
appropriate the net income as herein
directed, and in applying portions of it
to the benefit of deserving students, as
herein provided, to do so without favor
or partiality, and without regard to the
religious sect to which any such student
may belong, provided he be a Christian
and a Protestant.

William Lawrence
codicil from his will, 1848

...I would recommend that candidates
for the scholarships who abstain from the
use of intoxicating drinks and tobacco
always have a preference. This is not to
be taken as a prohibition, but only as a
condition to give a preference....

Amos A. Lawrence
to the Trustees ofWabash College

1851

How clearly I remember reading when
I was a boy The Life of Amos
Lawrence, the philanthropist. My
employer gave me the book. I was sixteen
years old. Mr. Lawrence was a great
philanthropist who did big things in his
time. He gave away [money] to help
mankind. I remember how fascinated I
was with his letters. I can see as if the
type were before my eyes now, how he
gave away the crisp bills. Crisp bills! I
could see and hear them. I made up my
mind that, if I could manage it, some
day I would give away crisp bills, too.
The Life of Amos Lawrence was a
great inspiration to me.

fohn D. Rockefeller
November, 1917



1846-1854 Reverend James Means

The ascension of Rev. James Means to the office of
principal of the Academy in 1845 marks the begin-

ning of a new period in the history of the school,
defined by prestige and prosperity. It is also the first
time that the office of the principal is united with the
functions of an authorized minister of the gospel.

James Means was born in Amherst, N.H. in 1813,
graduated from Bowdoin College in 1833 and studied
at Andover Theological Seminary until 1838. It was
during his ministerial studies that he married
Elizabeth P. Johnson and entertained his young chil-
dren with a pet donkey. The family moved in 1840 to
Concord (the donkey remained in Andover) where
Means was settled as minister of the Congregational
Church. Five years later he accepted the principalship
of Groton Academy for a salary of $700 and all tuition.
As in the past, he was required "to furnish fuel for die
Academy."

The faculty of the Academy was significantly expand-
ed during Means' first year. There were a preceptress
(Sarah P. Wakefield), two assistants (Abner Rice and
Benjamin W. Bacon), an assistant pupil (Catherine
Wood), a teacher of drawing (Maria L. Mellus), and a
teacher of music (E. R. Blanchard). The autumn term
was the most popular, attended by eighty-eight stu-
dents. The 1845 catalogue recognizes die "liberality" of
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Rev. James Means was a man slim in
body, thin in face, with a high-pitched
voice, and a bald head, save ttuo or three
locks of long black hair, luhich in quiet
hours would loosely span the open space.
His eyes would snap, his step was nim-
ble, adapted to walking over the tops of
the desks on occasion and even out
through the window. His horse took after
him, and he would dash along the street
in his light rockaway —fast as one of
the doctors who we thought wanted to
make the impression that he had a large
practice.

His rules were elaborate and strict.
When at morning prayers the folding
doors were rolled apart, and he took his
stand on the middle line, Miss Salisbury,
with relentless face, in front of the girls,
and Mr. Marsh with his gold spectacles
and falling eyebrows, on the high stage
facing the boys, one could not cast a
furtive glance upon those beaming faces
and escape the dreaded "check, sir. "
Walking together was allowed — boys
vtith boys, girls with girls. But though his
rules were strict, he was a genial man.
He told me once that he could give me a
dozen reasons why I ought to go to col-
lege. I was sorry afterwards that I did not
ask him to mention one.

Calvin Cutler
Academy student 1851, 1852

from a letter for the centennial
celebration catalogue

Clarissa Butler: the daughter of Caleb Butler, student
at the Academy in the 1820s and Preceptress in the
1830s. (Courtesy of Groton Historical Society.)

the Lawrence brothers and draws attention to the
library and endowment of the school. Four text books
have joined Bachi's Grammar'm the study of Italian.

An annual calendar based on three terms of four-
teen weeks each was inaugurated in the autumn of
1847 when one hundred nineteen students were
enrolled. Enrollment for the year of three hundred
seventy was also a record. Tuition for each term
increased to four dollars, and boarding for twenty
"scholars of both sexes" was available in Dana House
with the family of Ezekiel J. Marsh, the assistant teach-
er. The catalogue states, "Such a boarding-house has
been a great desideratum for some time past. Its good
effects are already apparent." An engraving of the
Academy on the first page of the 1847 catalogue distin-
guishes it from the preceding eleven publications.
Dana and Brazer houses proudly flank the recently
enlarged Academy building, all three buildings ele-
gantly framed by a cast iron fence and young elm trees.
Words like "faithful, excellent, elegant and very best"
are sprinkled through the essay that explains the
Academy. Indicative of these increasingly successful
years is the enlarged geographical representation of
students, hailing from such distant lands as Central
and South America, the Caribbean, Missouri,
Louisiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Illinois and Canada.

First Alumni Catalogue

The first catalogue of the students, officers and fac-
ulty of the Academy from the time of its incorporation
was compiled by Clarissa Butler and published in 1848.
At the time of its publication, a grand total of 2,774
pupils had attended the Academy; 1,652 male and
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Rev. James Means, Preceptor of the
Academy from 1845 to 1851. (Courtesy of
Groton Historical Society.)

1,122 female. The year of entering the Academy, cur-
rent city, college, degrees, honors, marriage and date
of decease are all incorporated in the volume. No
doubt, it was a herculean effort by the ex-preceptress
and daughter of Caleb Butler, and it is upon her accu-
mulation of fifty-five years of data that the Academy
began to follow its constituency and history.

Clarissa was born the seventh of eight children and
enjoyed an upbringing in a highly cultivated home.
She began her Academy education at age seven in
1821 and is listed as a pupil in the English Studies
department of Miss Susan Prescott's Seminary in 1826.
She was the fifth preceptress of Groton Academy in
1833 and from 1837 to 1840. She enjoyed an antiquari-
an's taste and became more knowledgeable about
Groton histoiy than any other person of her time. She
was active in many local charities and town affairs
including the Groton Public Libraiy founded in 1854.
Because of her interest in education, she was one of
the first two women elected to the Groton School
Committee in 1873.

library Catalogue

The stature of Lawrence Academy was further
enhanced with the publication of a Catalogue of the
Library in 1850. Over two-hundred pages long, it lists
two thousand six hundred and fifty books, cross-
indexed and listing the date of donation and physical
location. Tracing the histoiy of the libraiy and its vari-
ous sponsors, the preface to the volume by Principal
Means is properly erudite and sermonizing.

...Uncle James was generously
endowed with the gift of charm. Yet at
the same time in his religious principles
he was stem, not to say severe...Yet his
theological belief in no way affected his
personal charm...Uncle James while liv-
ing in Andover acquired a donkey for his
children and, like the famous donkey in
Mother Goose, the said donkey sometimes
"wouldn't go, " and when rriy uncle
would be called upon to see what he
could do. I remember his coming out of
the house in a flowered dressing-gown,
gaily embroidered slippers, no hat, and
mounting the refractory beast, which
started off full tilt about the toxvn to the
joy of all spectators...When Uncle James
moved away from Andover and we
moved into his house, we found that the
donkey was left to our care, much to the
satisfaction of my brothers.

...UncleJames was a great traveler,
and when in 1906 a party of us went up
the Nile, "James Means, 1852, " was dis-
covered inscribed on a rock near the
Second Cataract. He had made that
journey in days when it was considered a
great feat to do so.

Anne Middleton Means
uniting about her uncle,

Rev. James Means

In the library, the books were organized by their
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The first engraving of the Academy in 1847. (Left to right) Dana House, the
recently enlarged Academy building, and Brazer House.

place, shelf and division. Difficulties of Infidelity by G. S.
Faber was 4, 9, 15. Disordered Mental Action by T. C.
Upham, likely a favorite of the scholars, could be found
at 4, 8, 21. The Natural History of Quadrupeds, Fruit
Gardener's Companion, On Ventillation and Portuguese
Grammar were also available to the intellectually curious
minds of young Lawrence Academy pundits.

There is one book from the original library of the
Academy that has survived. A Short Abridgement of the
Rules of the Gospel, intended for the benefit of those who are
either too much occupied or too slothful, to read Mr.
GOTHER's rules at large by the Rev. Mr. James Barnard
was printed in London in 1784. It bears a bookplate on
the inside cover which reads, "8, 11, 19. Lawrence
Academy. Presented by Amos Lawrence, Esq." Neatly
worn at its leather covered edges, having survived two
fires and outlived every past generation of the
Academy, it remains as a symbol of heritage and obli-
gation.

Debating Society
And Student Newspapers

The Social Fraternity that was established in 1802 by
Preceptor Butler existed until the middle of the 1820s.
There are no surviving records or references to stu-
dent organizations from that date until the fall of 1847
when the Lawrence Association was formed as a "mutu-
al improvement" and literary society. The following
January the name was changed to the Lawrence
Debating Club which continued until 1850 when it was
formally reconstituted and renamed the Lawrence
Debating Society. All of these societies met weekly to
encourage erudition, debate and public speaking;



1846 -1854 79

their constitutions constantly bombarded with amend-
ments to suit the current constituents.

The first student newspaper was The Grolon Literary
Journal, printed once in May, 1843. Principal Means
suggested the project of publishing a paper to his stu-
dents and the first issue of The Gleaner was printed in
November, 1850. "Published monthly for the Lawrence
Debating Society...50 cents per year payable in
advance," the paper featured original poetry and arti-
cles, essays, school news, humor, puzzles and public
notices (marriages, deaths and post office arrange-
ments). Printed by the G. H. Brown Company in
Groton, The Gleaner continued for two years (nineteen
issues) until it was replaced in February, 1853 by The
Echo, "published monthly by the students of Lawrence
Academy." This paper was short lived (two issues) and
boasted the Latin quotation from Virgil under its mast-
head, "Adeo in teneris consuescere multum est." ("It is
very important to train oneself in youth.") The name
of the society was changed to the Hammond Institute,
succeeded by The Lawrence Philomathean Society
which changed the name of the paper to The Literary
Gazette (two issues: July, 1853, and July, 1854). The
Groton Gem appeared in May, June, September and
October, 1859. The "Editor and Proprietor" was Mrs.
Margaret Blake; the students of Lawrence Academy
were "Special Contributors." The standard fare of poet-
ry, prose, politics and humor were featured. The paper
appears to be a vehicle for the literary obsession of its
editor who, curiously, solicited most of the advertise-
ments from Nashua merchants and penned a majority
of the articles. The Star was published once, in April,
1859, by a student named William H. Hard. It was
reported years later by Dr. Green who stated it was "a
small sheet, evidently the work of an enterprising boy."

It is clearly evident from record enrollment, an
impressive capital base and a distinguished body of
alumni that the Academy was gaining in stature. The
second and third generation of Lawrences intimately
involved with the Academy were represented on the
board of trustees at this time.

Samuel Lawrence, youngest brother of Luther,
Amos and William, became a trustee of the Academy
in 1846 and served until 1859. Of his seven children,
only one would attend Lawrence Academy (Nisbeth,
1858-59).

Dr. Joshua Green, husband of Eliza Lawrence and a
prominent physician in Groton, was elected to the
board in 1831. Their family contribution to the
Academy legacy was abundant: William Lawrence
(1833), Henry Atkinson (1833), Samuel Abbott
(1838), Elizabeth Lawrence (1841) and Joshua (1842).
Dr. Green was elected secretary of the board in 1833
and remained in office until 1862. In 1867, after a year
as its president, Dr. Joshua Green retired as a trustee.

Amos Adams Lawrence, the second son born to
Amos and Sarah Richards, joined the board in 1839
and served for twenty-one years, the last two as presi-
dent. Curiously, he never attended Groton Academy
but was educated privately in Boston, Putnam Academy
in Andover, and Harvard College (Class of 1835). Led
naturally by his family connections in business, he
became a commission merchant of manufactured
cloths and investor. Amos married Sarah Elizabeth
Appleton, the daughter of the wealthy Boston mer-
chant and mill investor. Amos inherited many of die
qualities of his father, particularly those of charity and
high principal. He supported anti-slavery in Kansas

...But within a few years it has
received a large accession to its means of
usefulness through the liberality of
Messrs Wm. and Amos Lawrence, of
Boston. Grolon is the birth place of these
gentlemen and it seems to delight them to
do it honor.

...Being thus endowed, with a fund,
now between $18 to 20,000, and situat-
ed in a pleasant country town, retired,
yet accessible, it invites public patronage
with substantial considerations.

...The discipline of the school com-
mends itself to parents and guardians,
securing the greatest intellectual progress
in connection with a desirable moral
influence. It is the settled policy of the
Principal to have no incorrigibly idle or
vicious pupil retained in the school. If
any one be found unaffected by the meth-
ods of reform and improvement practised
here, he will be sent away. A pure and
peaceful community is the constant object
of desire and effort.

...Tuition is $3,00 per quarter for all
branches excepting the Modern
Languages, for each of which $1,00
additional is charged. Music on the
Piano is taught for $8,00 per quarter.
Drawing, $3,00.

...Board can be obtained for $1,75 to
$2,00per week, including washing, and
also lights, excepting in winter. It has
been obtained for $1,00 per week.

1845 Catalogue
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We present ourselves this Autumn
under a new name. The Legislature of
the State, with a very obvious propriety,
granted the request of the Trustees to be
called the Lawrence Academy.

Many years ago, Dea. Samuel
Lawrence of Groton, with others, origi-
nated this Institution for the good of the
community. His sons received the ele-
ments of an education here and went
forth into the world to become the mer-
chant princes of Boston, the capital of the
Commonwealth. They now emulate the
spirit of their father and endow richly the
school which he helped found.

This year we have to add that through
the benevolence of the same gentlemen the
Library has increased to 2000 vols. and
more; the elegant mansion adjoining the
Academy has been purchased and pre-
sented to the Trustees; the Academy
building has been doubled in capacity
and convenience and more than doubled
in good looks; and the front is to be
enclosed by an elegant Iron fence.

The Library affords a choice collection
of books for the use of the pupils. No cor-
rupting literature is found there. Its
books are such as all parents of good
judgment would desire to place in the
hands of their sons and daughters.
Many of them have been chosen for the
purpose of assisting to illustrate the stud-
ies which are pursued in the school. The
branches of History, Geography, Mental
Philosophy, Natural Science, the Classics

and was the first donor to the state's university, found-
ed in Lawrence, Kansas, named in his honor.

A Pioneer of American Psychiatry

Nehemiah Cutter sat through many trustee meet-
ings with all of these gentlemen, no doubt as a careful
student of their behavior. He joined the board in 1831
and faithfully served until his death in 1859. Born in
Jaffrey, New Hampshire in 1787, he attended the
Groton Academy with his brother, Jonas. After gradu-
ating from Middlebury in 1814 and Yale Medical
School in 1817, Dr. Cutter settled in Pepperell and
established a thriving practice. Sometime around 1825,
he opened an asylum for the insane known as Cutter's
Retreat. Demand increased, the facility enlarged and
additional physicians were employed. Dr. Cutter met
with twelve other physicians in Philadelphia in 1844 to
form the Association of Medical Superintendents of
American Institutions for the Insane. This organiza-
tion, founded by 'The Original Thirteen" as they are
now reverently called, became the American
Psychiatric Association.

The Retreat ended unhappily. Catastrophe struck in
May, 1853, in the form of a fire kindled by sparks from
a neighbor's chimney during an unusually dry season.
The entire facility burned to the ground, some of the
inmates barely escaping with their lives. (The same fire
consumed a boy's boarding school run by Rev. David
Perry.) Dr. Cutter was unable to pick up the pieces and
soon after retired from active life. He was a popular
and highly esteemed man whose contributions to the
Academy, his town and profession deserve recognition.

A Warden from Sing Sing as
Substitute Principal

When the board of trustees met on July 26, 1850,
the financial report revealed that the Academy had
assets in excess of forty thousand dollars. Principal
Means requested a one year leave of absence due to ill
health which the board approved provided that he
secure a suitable substitute. Principal Means was fond
of traveling and for a number of years, the Academy
catalogues stated, "During vacations the Principal may
be absent from home."

Principal Means hired Reverend Matthew D.
Gordon as his substitute. A native of Scotland (born in
Glasgow in 1812), he graduated from Middlebury
College in 1840 and prepared for the ministry at
Union Theological Seminary until his ordination in
1846. For the next two years he was employed at the
state prison in Sing Sing, New York, one year as chap-
lain and the following year as warden. He became pas-
tor of the Congregational Church in Hollis, New
Hampshire in 1849 and thereby came into contact with
Principal Means and the Academy. Gordon's mother,
Agnes, was employed as the preceptress of the
Academy during his tenure from the fall of 1851 to
July, 1852.

The catalogue that year lists both Means and
Gordon as principals, the only time in the history of
the Academy that the position would be shared. Total
enrollment for three terms was 383 students, 173 of
whom attended in the autumn. Because of the abun-
dance of matriculants, admission qualifications were
established by the Committee of Arrangements begin-
ning with the winter term, December, 1851.
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able in advance.
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ORIGINAL POETRY.

. WORKING

On the Cahlcill Mountain*.

Upon in Utand b a doody ocoap,
That rite* with • alow and itcady motion
Towirdt the gloriom rubf tun, 1 « i ,
And view ib* wiving Coral* at my f«t .
Aroaad roe flit (ho bird*, on tcitlou wins,
I bear them la iheir gcntlo gladnou ting.
And then 1 wiib I wera a i Irea a* they,
Tori to lowmtdi thtgloriouiorfjofdnj,
Or wing my flight btyood iho bounding m ,
And feir not all it< &t**A imnnr^'rtj:
I'd pierce thU dark, lha low, o'trhanj'inj dood
*J'hnl eoTcn e»rtfc'* calm boo ty u I (brand,
And aouni *o lilui the »orrow« thai oporeu.
Till wa Tarcet the world ufhappbeu;
Forget ibal far ibovo ihit cloudy night .
Thtr* U a iky. ell beautiful and brifibt;
That Gm1..oiir t lhpr lijhl *a£ iiaiitaai nuila.
And wiili tui own d ta r 1'ifbl enn plorco tha thadi
llorhMtarbt 'liinatura'a low harmonious hymn!
Tlie light, die air, iho t i l aau , prateu him I
Rath flower, the duw drop nctllinj b iti cup,

Vata ibe bright, blue Imven iboVe, look* up.
r i c h uce, thai lifU !u giant bought on high,
IVmU upward, aver upwaid, 10 tbo iky.
I l i e wandering brceiaj, kindred teetu to claim,
Wiih he»*an'. high radiant ircb from which

tbej eamo.
Tha rippling pood, lha gliding ilvcr loo.
Re f i l l upon Uicir brefiU iu [ I t i iou bluo.
l.ook 1 look i iho icattared vapor b t u k i away.
Tho fiiidi tad ri le* thina forth ia doudlcu day
Tb« fault catch iho u u l reviving light.
And whiipei forth their glidoeu i t ibo ughl.
And ltd' 1 lha light tod wandario- tamtuer wind
Sccnu mid their bousbj • tboaiand barpt U

Gad:
I b u r their ringing 'mooj« ibe Torut t ludei ,
And pefcefal tnunaon wsndoi throegh the

elad(a.
Joy t Joy I far beautiful, barmonioni tlrelm
Are echoing o'er the earth'* uieuded plaiti,
T b t n ' a naught above and ntugbl 00 earth bo-

tow.
Dot M U M with Win and IOTC to overflow.
Leva I v u , 'iti God1. u'ntMundcd lovo
That filla witb beauty all aronnd, abeTO.
1 fee) hi* pruenco in i h b forest tbado;
I aeo around, lha ihingt which ho ha* made,
Yc* I God I* hue , I fW! Out ho a nl-b,
la ihii (till grova, nhore no man paueth by ;
1 Teal bit infloeoeo 00 tba (lilly air;
| i u glory beami around ma ererywtiero.

licaoliftil the earth I but happier (or,
The realma of blu* wlitre angel tpirlu are;
For Oh I If God hoi made ttlt world so bright.
How treat the (lory of itet bod of light,
Whkb be lu formed W bo hi* children'* homo,
VVbtro »io and grief and paia can never como;

bled, bow e1oriooi i* the world above,
re every word, where svo/y thought b

love.
Lovo l 'tii the goldca link uniting boaru;
Lovo 1 0 th* hspniues* thai word tmparu I
All earthly love u mlnjlcd wilb slluy,
Bui heavenly lore ii ppra, and lore ii joy.

M. E . A.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES.

THE PULPIT
OB A LKCESD OP TUB DILLS.

Amongst the wild picturesque scene-
ry of tlte Grtnite Slate, in a quiet nook
of a quiet town, is pituated what is fa-
miliarly called the Pulpit It consists
of a mass of rock alternating in preci-
pice and craggy peak, and derives its
name from some funded resemblance
to the desk and sounding board of an
old. fashioned pulpit. It 13 0 peculiarly
interesting spot, both from the wild
beauty of iu locality and iu thrilling

:ia-.;ona. The npproaS. lu :t is —
tunccd by any uuusual appean

and a winding path through the forest
terminates abruptly in a fearful precis
pica from fifty to sixty feet; nor does
iho sound of the dark waters rushing
and gurgling at its base, warn the '"'
wary traveller of his peril.

Years,-centuries ago the red man's
home was there among the forest trees;
his game the chamois of the rocks and
roebuck of the mountain. Hero lived
Aurutah, true1 child of nature and the
woods and wild and bcouliful as th|
hills around her.

Bending over the clear stream rip*
pling ot hnr feet she Elands, twining
with the dark braids of her hair, the
scarlet berry she had sought deep in
the forest. A mantle qf autumn leaves
is lightly thrown upon her graceful
Ehoiiulers and wreaths of evergreen en-
circle her waist and hang in festoons
to the ground, happy in herself and
happy in her thoughts. Tho carol of
iho bright bird coove her head is not
more sweet and gay, than the rich out
pouring melody of her full heart.

Laugh and be merry dark eyed maid-
en ; little think'st thou of the ills, the
heart sorrow thai shall befall thee ere
ibe Getting of the sun. Bi|t why to
early at thy toilette—why peerest thou
yonder with such eager gajp, starling
at every rustle of the leaves ?

Ah! he comes! 'tis he, and Shumah
tho pride of the forest—the bold, fear-

less young warrior is at her side.
ibcr gocst thou! why haslo

thou from me wilt) such hurried words
so soon, oh, Shumah ?"

"I must be gone, Aurutoh ! fare thee
well! but er'e the setting of the sun I
will return and lay my trophies at thy
feet Aurutah, my heart's treasure!"

Great Spirit! guard him—guard my
Shumah! • She tears the berric* from
ior hair, the mantle from her shoulders
and as sho watches his .retreating form,
and "the last footfall strikes upon her
oar, an undefined and tidily fear of
wincing ill steals over her—her laugh
is hushed—her step leu light as slio
-wends her way back to her sunny hotui'i
now clouded by bad thoughts within
a.nd vague fancies.

On on ho went o'er hill and dale,
swiftly pursuing the startled deer who
lured him on to danger and to death.
Ha! ho ne»rs his prey—he strikes the
winding path,'heeding not in the mad
frenzy of the chase, the danger in his
way. One moment and the deer U
lost to night, and Shumah staying not
to think, impetuously rushed onward—r
gains the fearful brink*—one moment
wavers on the peak and disappears for-
ever in the frir/htful deep Lelow^-pur.-..

md pursued together find their
grave, and the wild waters greet them
ind close o'er them.

Per chance one thought of the bright
morn and tho bright maiden be has
left, and one thought too of the dread
unknown; iho mysterious infinite whith-
er he is bognd, and the green hunting
grounds of hjs Fathers dawn upon him
and he rcste.

Long watched Aurutah by the river
Je—uio tun Gunk lower, lower and
is lost behind the hills—deep shad-

ows gathered round and night camo on,
but Shumah came not and the maiden,

ilrickcn end amazed, fell on her
face, beseeching the Great Spirit to

ird her from all ill, and Sbumah—
B rises and a voice around her and

within her seems to say Shumah will

Moan on and .howl and sigh ye
winds a double requiem chant! Au-
rutah sleeps! L*

CHOICE OF ASSOCIATES.
How great an influence wo exert o-

ver each other. How susceptible wo
are to impulses from our fellow creat-
ures- We cannot associate with a per-
son for the* shorten time, without being
in tome monuer influenced by him.
We too leave our mark upon him.
How careful we should be to choose for
associates such as we would take for a
pattern. If we wish to hold a good

The first issue of The Gleanervtas printed in November, 1850. "Published
monthly for the Lawrence Debating Society . . . 50 cents per year
payable in advance."

and Lexicography are well represented.
And a large amount of the useful and
entertaining literature which has been
issued from the press is there. The
Library is open every week for the pupils
and two volumes are loaned at the same
time to each one.

1846 Catalogue

...This school has steadily improved
in all respects for some time past. It is
better furnished with teachers; its meth-
ods are superior; its numbers are greater;
its means of answering the public expec-
tation are enlarged.

...As regards benefactors, few schools
enjoy the advantages of this one.
Although it is becoming more common
for men of wealth to indulge themselves
in the luxurly of seeing, before they die,
their treasures converted into sound
learning, still the case is rare where the
same kind of interest is taken in a school
which Messrs. William and Amos have
taken in this. It very much resembles that
of the affectionate father in his loved off-
spring. The history of the school for a few
years past may witness this.

...Mr. Lawrence also removed the
small bell from the Academy and placed
there one of much larger size and better
tone.

1847 Catalogue



82 1846 -1854

Parents are earnestly entreated not to
permit their children to visit home in
term time, nor to encourage any wish of
this kind. It is a serious inconvenience to
the school, over and above the loss of time
and the expense incurred. Often, an
absence of one or two days, sacrifices the
benefit of the whole term. Parents are lit-
tle aware of the injury they do to their
children, or the perplexity and trouble
they cause the teachers, by allowing the
absence of a single day...Each pupil
should be sent forth, from home, with the
injunction to allow nothing to interrupt
study till the vacation. Perhaps the
promise of an expedition of equal length
and expense, during the vacation, would
enable parents to accomplish this object,
when there is lack of decision and
authority to accomplish it in any other
way.

...An exact record of each scholar's
rank in study, and of his penalties, is
kept and exhibited at the close of each
term. This record is to be perpetually pre-
served for inspection. Parents are
advised of this fact, and requested to
enjoin on their children such careful
attention to study and deportment, as
will gratify their own feelings, while it
prepares the pupils for a pleasant recol-
lection, in after years, of school days.

1848 Catalogue

Principal Gordon's task was a harried one, supervis-
ing a faculty of seven teachers, teaching a variety of
subjects himself, maintaining the scholarship and
standing of the Academy, all within the confines of
the original schoolhouse building. Of course, it had
been enlarged (1846) and improved to accommodate
the "philosophical apparatus" and ever-increasing
library (nearly 3000 volumes by this date). It is no
wonder that Principal Means went on sabbatical. He
traveled to the Middle East where he inscribed his
name for future generations to discover. Halfway
around the world in Cairo, Principal Means encoun-
tered Preceptor David Oliver Allen (1823 to 1825)
who was returning to New England from India. The
chance meeting was described by Means as "...a sur-
prise as great as unexpected, for one Preceptor of
Groton Academy to meet another, in such a region
and under such circumstances...Mr. Allen, after so
long an interval spent in engrossing cares of a differ-
ent nature, retained a most accurate knowledge of the
families and persons of the town, of the school and its
affairs, and above all, a most lively interest in its condi-
tion and prospects."

Principal Means was still riding camels in 1853 and,
in his words, "...too far away for any extension of my
arrangement with the Trustees, Mr. Gordon's resigna-
tion terminated at once both his and my connection
with the school." The trustees united the finance and
arrangement committees to "procure teachers for the
next year & fix their salaries." Gordon departed from
the Academy, most likely with a pronounced sigh of
relief and died the following year in Hoosick, New
York. Evidently, the school community and trustees har-
bored no grudge against Reverend James Means for not
returning to the Academy. (He was invited by the

trustees to deliver the keynote oration two years later at
the Jubilee in 1854.) If this had been his subde design
to release himself from the principalship, it worked.

Upon returning from his travels, Means taught in
New York City, Lebanon, New Hampshire, and
Auburndale, Massachusetts. During the Civil War, he
was a hospital chaplain and appointed Government
Superintendent of Freedmen with headquarters at
Newbern, North Carolina. It was an overwhelming job,
organizing the blacks who were pouring into the
Union lines in great numbers and in destitute condi-
tion. Means persevered but contracted typhoid and
died in 1863, the second member of the Academy
community to die in the Civil War.

Charles Hammond

1853 is one of the most significant years in the histo-
ry of Lawrence Academy. It is as if the intellectual, lit-
erary and educational developments of the
Enlightenment in America descended upon the
Academy all at once. Armed with plenty of money,
momentum and prestige, the trustees set out to hire a
new principal. They brought a man to Groton who was
a teacher, scholar, author, orator, historian and minis-
ter. No doubt, he was a praiseworthy choice.

Charles Hammond was born in Union, Connecticut,
1813, the eldest of six children. He taught a district
school in Willington at age seventeen and began more
direct preparation for college at Monson Academy in
1831. With intervals devoted to school teaching,
Hammond was strictly disciplined and was taught a
love for hard work at Monson Academy before he
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entered Yale College at the mature age of twenty-two.
Hammond soaked up the new ideas and spirit at Yale
and subsequently answered the call of his alma mater
in 1839 when the preceptorship of Monson Academy
became vacant. He remained for two and a half years,
ripening his interest in the study of theology which he
pursued in Andover and New Haven from 1841 to
1844. Licensed to preach and awaiting an opportunity,
the preceptorship at Monson became available and he
accepted that familiar post with enthusiasm and inspi-
ration. He turned the tide at die school which had wit-
nessed a decline in enrollment and reputation. He
supervised its physical renovation and the improve-
ment of scholarship.

Hammond's higher aspirations were awakened by
the Trustees of Lawrence Academy. With ampler
resources and greater attraction, it was an irresistible
opportunity. Hammond's biographer, Elbridge Smith,
wrote, "Indeed, die actual and prospective promise at
Groton, to an enterprising scholar, was not surpassed
by that of any institution in the State." Hammond was
appointed to the principalship in 1852 but was unable
to lead the Academy until the following year, a prob-
lem the trustees were more dian willing to solve.

William Cowper Dickinson served as the temporary
principal of Lawrence Academy from the summer of
1852 until the following year. Born in 1827 in
Longmeadow, Massachusetts, he was fitted at the local
academy for Amherst College (1848), then hired by
Preceptor Hammond to teach at Monson Academy
where he remained for one year. After two years at
Union Theological Seminary, Dickinson became a
tutor at Amherst College from where Principal
Hammond summoned him to oversee Lawrence

Academy until his arrival. Strangely, there is no men-
tion of Dickinson in the trustees' minutes or annual
catalogue of the school.

Dickinson's career revolved around ministry and
teaching after his departure from the Academy. He
studied at the Theological Seminary in Andover for a
number of years and remained as a resident licentiate.
Ordained and pastor of numerous congregations in
Massachusetts, Delaware and Wisconsin, Dickinson
became the first pastor of the Presbyterian Church in
Lake Forest, Illinois. He also presided over Latin and
Greek at the recently founded Lake Forest Academy
(1858). Pastorships were combined with teaching in
Chicago, Batde Creek and Indiana where he earned a
D.D. at Wabash in 1878. Dickinson died in 1899.

Charles Hammond was more than principal in
name before his permanent arrival at the Academy in
1853. He established significant changes in the term
structure, tuition and curriculum of the Academy
before his arrival.

The academic year was still divided into three terms
but dieir duration was altered. The fall term was eleven
weeks long from late August until the middle of
November, followed by two weeks vacation. The winter
term was sixteen weeks from late November until late
March, with two weeks vacation. The summer term was
fifteen weeks long, lasting from early April until the
middle of July.

The tuition for these unequal terms became more
complicated and was changed to an annual basis,
payable "strictly in advance before die close of the sec-
ond week" of each term: $18 per year for study in the

... The present number of books is
2,650. Of these, the 86 volumes above
mentioned were purchased by the Trustees;
60 volumes were presented by the
American Tract Society; 63 volumes were
the relics of a library, which had belonged
to a Literary Society in the school, called
the "Social Fraternity"; 4 volumes were a
gift from the Corporation of Harvard
College, through the kindness of Pres.
Sparks; a few were received from members
of Congress; five or six volumes were given
by as many different gentlemen, one from
each; and the remainder, comprising
2400 volumes, were from Mr. Lawrence.

...It is deemed proper to say, that this
Library is valuable for the nature of its
collection. It is well selected, free from all
corrupting and trashy literature and
adapted to form a taste for useful and
solid reading. It is truly an auxiliary of
great value in improving and refining
the minds of the pupils who attend here.
The constant use of it is affectionately
commended to them. This method of occu-
pying their leisure hours, cannot fail to
make them more wise and useful. It will
more than compensate for the pleasures
derived from many of the sports and recre-
ations of youth. A well-read man, to use
a common phrase, is always respectable,
whether he be a farmer, mechanic, mer-
chant, or professional man; whether he be
rich or poor. Knowledge always com-
mands a price. If there be any exception to
this remark, it is when a bad character
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and vicious tastes nullify or pervert the
influence of knowledge. But a well stored
mind is a measurable safeguard against
vice. It has other and better resources
within itself. Our advice, then, to mem-
bers of the school is — Read. But read
with care. Select your books judiciously
and read them judiciously. This Library
may be more valuable to a pupil than all
the instructions given by the Teachers.
Eight out of ten will enter no learned pro-
fession, and proceeding no farther with
their education than the Academy carries
them, they will rarely fall under any
decidedly literary influences after their
school days are over. But if while here
they have formed a love for reading, they
will carry the means of sympathetic
alliance with the world of letters, wherever
they may be situated. Their associates,
their families, and particularly their
descendants, will feel the influence of this
Library. And who can place any limit to
such influence? With the hope that such
results may not unfrequently be wrought
out here, this Catalogue is offered for the
use of the pupils of Lawrence Academy.
And they are reminded that such results
will be the best return for the benevolence,
which places these opportunities within
their reach.

Lawrence Academy, Feb'y, 1850
James Means

From the preface to the
Catalogue of the Library

of Lawrence Academy

Dr. Joshua Green, prominent physician in
Groton who married Eliza Lawrence, sister of
Amos, William, Abbott, et. al. Green was an
Academy trustee (1831to 1867), secretary
(1833 to 1862) and President of the Board
(1866 to 1867), and parent of five Academy
alumni. (Courtesy of Groton Historical
Society.)

Classical Department, $16 per year for the "higher
studies" of the English Department and $14 per year
for the "common branches" of English. The
Department of Ornamental Studies included drawing
in pencil or crayon for $8 or %\ 1 per year, use of the
piano for two hours per day for $8 per year, twenty
four lessons in music for $10 and fifteen lessons in
penmanship (including stationery) for$l.

One further addition that Principal Hammond pro-
moted was an innovation that challenged the educa-
tional politics of die day and verified higher levels of
scholarship at the Academy. The examining commit-
tee, published in the catalogue of 1853, included not
only members of the board of trustees but also lumi-
naries from the town and the fields of education and
religion. Prominent among this first committee were
non-trustees George S. Boutwell, Rev. George Putnam,
Rev. Levi A. Field, Joshua Bates, Jr., Revs. G. B. Wilcox
and C. W. Wood. If there were any questions about the
capacity of the Academy to teach and nurture, they
would be resolutely answered. The scholarship of the
students would be judged more objectively and critics
silenced, at least for a while. The system of weekly
grades and term averages was refashioned and formal-
ized by Principal Hammond also. The "rank in scholar-
ship of each pupil" was published at the close of each
term and the annual report of averages for the highest
ranking students was included in the program of the
annual exhibition.

The Academy Versus the School Committee

Throughout New England, the rivalry between the
private academies and public high schools had been
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brewing for decades. Many academies became public
high schools during this period and Lawrence
Academy found itself in the midst of a decade-long
harangue carried out by the town school committee
beginning in 1848. Academy students were accused of
profanity in public and the school committee attacked
the Academy's claims of moral superiority. They
argued that because public education was based on a
philosophy of exposure rather than seclusion, it was
better preparation for life. They went so far as to say
diat "...it would be much better for the town if no such
institution...existed."

From 1851 to 1859, the town of Groton struggled
with the politics of establishing a high school and bat-
tles were waged between various school districts and
constituencies. In the school committee's view, the vil-
lain holding up educational progress in the town was
Lawrence Academy; its influence was "prejudicial" to
the interests of the establishment of a high school. An
editorial in The Groton Mercury, the town newspaper,
rejected the argument that the Academy was a hin-
drance: "The story concocted that those interested in
the Academy are averse to the High School is all
moonshine. So far from it, they encouraged it — voted
for it, and one of its benefactors, Mr. A. A. Lawrence,
wrote a letter advising the Groton people to push
ahead and establish it."

The high school proponents were finally successful
in 1859 and Groton High School opened on March 11,
1860. It offered only an "English," non-collegiate
course and the school committee diatribes against
Lawrence Academy finally ended. The Academy con-
tinued to offer an English curriculum and still compet-
ed with the high school.

Amos Adams Lawrence (1814-1886): son of Amos
Lawrence, served as an Academy trustee twice — 1839
to 1860, and 1873 to 1876. He was also President of the
Board from 1858 to I860.

RULES AND EXPLANATIONS.
This Library is open on Wednesday to

the male pupils, and on Saturday to the
females. No book may be carried away till
it is charged on the Librarian's Record;
nor is any book deemed returned till it is
discharged from the Record. Each volume
must be carefully returned to its place on
the shelf. Two volumes may be borrowed
by each pupil, and retained a fortnight.
After that period, a daily fine is affixed.
Books lost or damaged, are to be replaced
by those to whom they stand charged.

The numbers in the margin of this
Catalogue, guide to the place of each vol-
ume. The first figure tells the Division,
counting from left to right. The second
shows the shelf, counting from the floor
upward. The third points out the place
of the book. Thus 4, 5, 16. Wirt's Life of
Patrick Henry, stands in the 16th place
on the 5th shelf of the 4th Division. Or if
one wish to find Young's Chronicles of
Mass., 6. 5. 2., he looks in the 6th
Division, on the 5th shelf, and number 2
is the book he seeks.

from the Library Catalogue 1850

Correspondence of the Traveller
LA WRENCE A CADEMY
Groton, April, 1853

Editors Daily Traveller: — About
25 years ago, one of England's greatest
statesmen, Lord Brougham, when speak-
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ing of the elevation of the late Duke of
Wellington to the office of premier of that
country, sarcastically called him "a mere
military chieftain, " adding, "Field
Marshall the Duke of Wellington may
take the army, he may take the navy, he
may take the great seal, he may take the
mitre. I make him a present of them all.
Let him come on, sword in hand, against
the constitution, and the English people
will not only beat him. back, but laugh at
his assaults. For the mere soldier can do
nothing in this age." And why1?
"Because, " as he significantly adds,
"there is another personage abroad, less
imposing- in the eyes of some, perhaps,
insignificant. The schoolmaster is
abroad, and I trust to him, armed with
his primmer, against the soldier in full
military array." This was a high compli-
ment to teachers, both in England and in
America. They occupy a proud position.
There is no class of persons, except the
clergy, who exercise so great an influence
upon society. The above quotation was
vividly brought to mind during the recent
sojourn which I lately made in the beauti-
ful village of Groton, in this State. Being
kindly invited to attend an examination
of the Lawrence Academy, I as cheerfully
acceded, and the events of that day will be
long remembered with gratification and
pleasure.

This academy is healthfully situated,
is spacious, well ventilated, and com-
mands one of the most beautiful prospects

This epoch in the history of the Academy versus the
town school committee reveals a greater struggle for
control of the town, a deep communal division that
was similarly fought throughout the state. Ideologies
were employed to cloak less ideal interests. Self-inter-
ests were rationalized through unanswerable argu-
ments. It is fortuitous that the Academy had the

resources and leadership to survive these attacks. And
in the middle of this conflict, the trustees and princi-
pal recognized the value and need for a big celebra-
tion. The Jubilee celebrated the 60th anniversary of
the Academy and just happened to precede the bicen-
tennial of the town by a year.
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/ have yet seen in New England. It pos-
sesses an excellent library of nearly four
thousand volumes, and, judging from a
classified catalogue, which I perused with
delight, contains books of the most valu-
able description. I am informed that the
greater number of these volumes were pre-
sented to the school by the late lamented
Hon. Amos Lawrence, of Boston, whose
memory is, as it ought to be, held in grate-
ful remembrance here.

I take it for granted that your numer-
ous readers are aware that the Lawrence
Academy takes its name from the
Lawrence family, who were inhabitants of
Groton, and that its present prosperous
condition is attributable to their generosi-
ty, wisely managed by a very efficient
board of trustees. It may be well to state
that the different branches of education
were examined in separate apartments,
and not, as is commonly the case, in one
large room. In each of these apartments
was assembled quite a number of highly
respectable and intelligent ladies and gen-
tlemen, whose happy countenances gave
every indication of perfect satisfaction.
The number of students during the term
was 107.

The Classical Department.- It was
truly gratifying to witness the fluency and
confidence of the pupils in this depart-
ment. It may indeed be said of Mr.
Hammond, the principal, that as an
instructor he is "at home. " It is evident
that he is an earnest man; that he has

made it his study to develop the minds,
form the tastes, and mould the manners
and morals of the students.

Mathematical and English Depart-
ment.— This department is under the
tuition of Mr. E. J. Marsh, A.M. Of his
qualifications there can be but one opin-
ion, viz.: that there are few such English
teachers to be found. His method is excel-
lent, and his application, zeal and devo-
tion are such as to render his services of
vast importance.

Ladies Department.- Miss Stebbings is
the preceptress. I have often thought that
it required a quicker wit, a wiser pru-
dence, and more tact, to manage a school
room than would be requisite in almost
any other profession. And yet I think I
may safely add that this lady fills her situ-
ation admirably.

Junior Department and Drawing.-
Miss Ann E. Stebbings, the assistant lady-
teacher acquitted herself very well. I
observed quite a number of very pretty
crayon drawings, which, considering the
difficulty of the subjects, and the short
time given to this branch, did great credit
to the teacher and pupils.

Finally, gentlemen, wherever I turned
my attention, and whatever I examined,
sufficient testimony was adduced, that
great exertions had been made by most
efficient agents to lay the foundations of a
solid Classical, English and practical
education.

The exercises of the day were terminat-

ed by a short address by Geo. F. Farley,
Esq. He stated that owing to circum-
stances which could not be foreseen, nor
prevented, several changes had taken
place among the Teachers during the past
year; that the Trustees had had recourse to
every means within their reach to procure
such teachers as would be of the greatest
possible benefit to the institution; that the
examination of the pupils had showed
conclusively that they had been successful.
After prayer and benediction by Rev.
Sheldon, of Townsend, the students were
dismissed amidst the warmest greetings,
the best wishes of all present. The next
term commences on the 14th inst. Thus
Messrs. Editors, passed a most pleasant
day at Groton among the Teachers,
Trustees and Students of the Lawrence
Academy.

1 am gentlemen, respectfully yours,
Albion

P. S. There are also an excellent
Teacher of Music, Dr. Blanchard,
attached to this Academy, and a Writing
Master.
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In 1851 we organized the Lawrence
Lancers. We were drilled by an old retired
captain, whose name I do not recall, who
lived in the neighborhood, until we
gained quite a degree of proficiency.
Samuel Lawrence furnished us our uni-
forms and had a sufficiency of lances
made for the use of the company. With
these, instead of muskets, we drilled. One
day, late in May, 1852, or early June, the
honorable and loyal ancient artillery of
Groton, a company, as I remember, that
claimed its organization at a date prior to
the War of the Revolution, were holding
their annual meeting and drill, on a
Wednesday afternoon when there was
vacation in the school. The Lawrence
Lancers, full of fun and frolic, with no
large degree of malice, turned out at the
same time as the artillery company, and
marched with it through the broad length
and width of Main Street under your
arching elms. The Lawrence Lancers were
commanded by Captain Lawrence, by 1st
Lieutenant Warren Norcross, present
today; and myself as 2d Lieutenant, and
for a half hour whatever evolution the
artillery company performed, the Lancers,
in a spirit of fun and frolic, imitated it.
The artillery company looked upon our
action as a mockery and became very
angry. Finally in front of Gill's Tavern,
the artillery went in for wet refreshments.
The Lancers guyed them terrifically, and
on their return as they marched, we jeered
and jibed them in every way that boyish

imagination could conceive. Finally
when in front of the old Boynton resi-
dence, the anger of the artillerymen
became so great that they could stand our
jibes no longer, and at the command of
their captain they levelled muskets and
charged bayonets at our company, which
was between them and a low rock wall of
some two feel high on the roadside, and
probably five feet on the other, or meadow
side, and drove us over that wall. We
scampered like sheep. The artillery charge
was so rapid and terrific, that we could
not stand against it. In jumping the wall
one of our number, a young Clemow,
from Bogota, South America, had his feet
become entangled and fell over the wall,
which drew a heavy stone upon his leg
and broke it. Of course, this created at the
time intense excitement. The papers of
Massachusetts took up the matter,
ridiculed the artillery company in every
way possible for their violent charge
against the Lawrence Lancers. Among
the boys that was an event in the history
of the Academy that was like a mile-stone
marking its history...

Charles H. Mansur
Groton Academy 1852

speaking at the
Centennial Celebration

June 17, 1893

The population [Groton] is highly in-
telligent and refined, which end the
Academy and the common schools of the
town have mainly contributed to effect.
The youth of the place, obtaining the
rudiments of a good education in our
excellent public schools, pass into the
Academy, which occupies the relative
place of a High School, where they are
further instructed in such branches as fit
them for various departments of business
or professional life. Youth from abroad,
also largely participate in these ines-
timable blessings. Our alumni are scat-
tered all over the land and occupy places
of dignity and importance in such a
manner as reflects honor upon this Insti-
tution.

... Great pains are taken to restrain the
evil tendencies which are so often devel-
oped in youth. But where the endeavor is
fruitless, the vicious or idle pupil is re-
turned home. The school is a formative
and not a reformative institution. If our
simple efforts to improve the heart are un-
successful, self-defence requires that the
bad should be separated and sent away.

1851 Catalogue
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Our public schools are not only defec-
tive, but they are relatively quite inferior
to the schools of man, if not most of the
towns of the Commonwealth. It may not
be easy to specify all the causes which
contribute to produce this inferiority; but
there is one so prominent and so power-
ful that we feel called upon to mention it.
We speak of the Academy. This institu-
tion is now more than half a century old,
is liberally endowed, and it naturally
exerts a decided influence upon the cause
of education among us. Regarding the
entire period of its existence, there is no
doubt that its influence has been benefi-
cial; and yet we are not prepared to
admit that the Academy, as at present
constituted, is fitted for the work which
the public wish to have done. Some mem-
bers of your Committee desired to effect a
union by which the academy should, for
all local purposes, become a High School.
This subject has been formally presented
to the trustees; but the views of individu-
al members have been so far ascertained
by conversation and correspondence, as
to lead the Committee unanimously to the
opinion, that the project for a union of
the academy with the public system must
be abandoned. It may be proper for us to
say that the trustees entertain the hope of
so elevating and changing the character
of the Academy as to leave the field which
properly belongs to a High School in a
great degree, if not entirely, unoccupied.
Under these circumstances it well becomes

us to inquire whether things ought to
remain as they are, or whether a High
School should be established for the bene-
fit of the whole population. To a limited
portion of the people the Academy may be
a substitute for a High School; and this
fact renders the establishment and main-
tenance of the latter a work of unusual
difficulty.

...We need a High School which shall
be as an Academy to us all.

...For the Committee, Geo. S. Boutwell

from the Report of the
Committee to Establish a

High School in Groton, 1856

The distinguished difference between
the advocates of endowed schools and of
free schools is this: those who advocate
the system of endowed academies go back
in their arguments to one foundation,
which is, that in education of the higher
grades the great mass of the people are
not to be trusted. And those who advo-
cate a system of free education in high
schools put the matter where we have put
the rights of property and liberty, where
we put the institutions of law and reli-
gion — upon the public judgment. And
we will stand there. If the public will not
maintain institutions of learning, then,
I say, let institutions of learning go
down.

...It is easy to enumerate the advan-

tages of a system of public education,
and the evils — I say evils — of
endowed academies, whether free or
charging payment for tuition.

... the private school, with the same
teachers, the same apparatus, and the
same means, cannot give the education
which may be, and usually is, furnished
in the public schools.

...It was always true that private
schools do not represent the world exactly
as it was. It is worth everything to a boy
or girl, man or woman, to look the world
in the face as it is.

Therefore, the public school, when it
represents the world as it is, represents the
facts of life. The private school never has
done and never will do this; and as time
goes on, it will be less and less a true rep-
resentative of the world.

George S. Boutwell
from the essay, "The Relative

Merits of Public High Schools and
Endowed Academies, "1857

Lawrence Academy
Aug8, 1846
My Dear Uncle

Your beautiful & valuable present
took me by surprise. I was walking slowly
from the Academy to my house when a
man with cart & oxen hailed me saying
" I've got a Piano for you." But I was
not much puzzled to discover whence it
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came. It is a very excellent instru-
ment...It is indeed just what we need
here. I have already elevated it to its
place in the Library. It is not perhaps my
place to thank you for it. But nevertheless
I do thank you and most heartily. For
Lizzy says that, seeing it is a gift from
you, when she gets into the Brasier [sic]
house & gets her music up a little, she
will not refuse to be my music
teacher....In the course of the Autumn
the Academy will be enlarged and then
we shall be in permanent good order. I
never go by the Academy without a feel-
ing of devout gratitude that God put it
into your heart & that of your brother to
make it the object of your munificent
benefactions. There it stands a perpetual
monument of testimony to your wisdom
& benevolence. There it stands a perpet-
ual fountain of good influences to many
young persons & to the community.

I have over Mr. Cleavelands letter
upon the subject of scholarships with
much pleasure. Knowing your wish &
intention upon that point I anticipate
the time, when you will be pointed to, as
the first man in N. America who estab-
lished a scholarship in any college. It is
certainly a little singular that the thing
has been, among us, so utterly unknown
till now.

Many of us here are much interested
in the project of a R. Road from the
Fitchburg R. R. through our village to
Townsend & so on ultimately to N.

Ipswich & Peterboro. Mr. Farley feels
quite sure that the stock will be good &
has taken a large no. of shares. James
Farnsworth has done the same. I have
no doubt that if the Road would be
built it would have a permanent good
effect upon the Lawrence Acad-
emy...might it not be a good investment
of some funds which you intimated
might ultimately fall to the Academy?

Lizzy longs for an ice-house after all I
have said, or can say; and if the other
expenses do not over run the amount,
which I understood you to designate for
repairs of the Brazier [sic] property, I
shall see what can be done.

The quarter is very near its end. One
week from next Wednesday the
Examination will be. The next quarter
will be one very much disturbed by the
carpenters. Nobody can tell the annoy-
ance I anticipate, as the school will be at
the same time very large, and we shall be
out of the building for at least six weeks.
If the Board could feel as I do they
would disband the school during all the
time of the annoyance. Perhaps they will
do something....

Affectionately your nephew
J. Means

Oct. 7, 1847
Dear Uncle

...I have a moment to spare in school,
to acknowledge the receipt of several

parcels & notes from you. I should have
done it before had I found leisure. The
books and cloths were in the highest
degree acceptable. The books for the
library will improve it & ornament it
highly...I am getting along with the
[library] Catalogue as fast as possible.
But you put me back sadly with every
parcel of new books. I have now come to
the conclusion not to insert any more
but let it come out as now prepared...I
send herewith the news of experiences for
Lawrence Academy... We are going on
prosperously. One hundred and four-
teen...and they behave well. They will
look well too in our annual catalogue.
Let me know if you please how many
you will take. I want to have them
spread far & wide.

Nov. 16,1847
Dear Uncle

I am in distress for the engraving of
the Academy for our Catalogues. The
Catalogues are in the Press & ready to
be issued, but Mr. Marvin writes me
that the engraving is behind-hand [sic].
I have no refuge but to ask you to inter-
pose kindly for the sake of your many
young friends in the Academy and have
900 copies of the engraving immediately
struck off and forwarded to me. I think
Mr. Marvin has not yet got the plate
from the engraver. All of them need hur-
rying. And a note from you will do more
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good than all I can say on the subject.
...The little ones are flourishing in

your plaid.
P. S. I shall without Lizzy's knowl-

edge, invite you and aunt to spend
Thanksgiving with us. We will give you
Turkey, Roast Beef, Plum pudding &
Pumpkin pie.

Jany. 18, 1848
My dear Uncle

...Ifeel envious that they [catalogues]
should not also carry forth the story of
this winters prosperity also. The school
grows upon me daily. Today we number
88. Ninety will soon be past. One hun-
dred may perhaps be reached. I take a
strange pleasure in seeing this increase.
Formerly 1 hardly counted the school. But
after a steady growth made itself mani-
fest, which I could reasonably trace to my
own efforts, a little vanity and pride
crept into my heart.- To say truth, I felt
no little anxiety to succeed because I
knew that you were anxious that the
school should have a competent teach-
er...! believe the experiment is successful,
tho I say it, not merely in the poor test of
numbers, but also in that of solid, sub-
stantial excellence.

...Mr. Butler's book [History of the
town of Groton] looks well, I have not
had time to read it... You must place one
on your list for the Law. Acad. Lib...

I am exceedingly sorry for Mr., Wm.

Lawrence & his family. Does he know &
speak to his friends ? Or is he quite
unconscious'?

...Lizzy sends much love. She sits by
my side. She thinks your taste, dear
Uncle, was perfect in the choice of the red
plaid for her children. Her fancy is quite
captivated by it as they skip round the
room.

fany. 21, 1848
Dear Uncle

...I have a beneficiary "in tow" for
you. He is one of the brightest boys I ever
taught in my life...in short he is just the
man for your money; a "capital" invest-
ment without a figure and though the
case is not quite so clear, a "cordial"
investment too, I doubt not. "Head &
heart" would be a motto for your seal as
good as "Deeds not words." —

The young man's name is Kendall
Bennett, Jr., son of Kendall Bennett of
this town. He is fairly started on his
road to College. And he goes at Rail
Road speed — You shall hear more
about him at some future day —

Feby.18, 1848
Dear Uncle

I had intended to write to you &
acknowledge the favor of Berk's Lecture.
He came last week and spent the night at
my house. We suspended the elegant map

which you sent the Academy and all lis-
tened attentively to his explanations. 1
was much gratified at the attention
which the scholars gave and the interest
they manifested subsequently in studying
the localities of the Holy City.

...On Saturday seduced by the good
sleighing & affected by paternal feelings
1 took Robert into my sleigh and drove up
to Manchester to see William and
Martha. My horse, which nobody praises
more than I, carried us up easily to an
early tea...On Monday morning long
before day we were going back and to our
speed we added wings for the snow was
softening at an alarming rate...Distance
33 miles.

...Dear Uncle, do you wish me to
encourage young Bennett to expect any
assistance in getting an education? ...He
is a most promising scholar. And his
tuition and a small sum for books would
be very great assistance to him. But I
would not encourage him under the gen-
eral permission which you always give. 1
think if you should not specifically direct
your charities to him you would never
feel half the interest in him which he
deserves. He is in debt now for Tuition
$6. and books from 1,50 to 2,00. I do
not urge him on you, dear Uncle, you
have your hands full always. Only say a
word & it shall be sufficient.

...Miss Butler is assisting me to make
out a catalogue of all persons who have
ever attended school here.
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May 6, 1848
Dear Uncle

...My school is quite enormous. We
have some 120 already. The seats are
filled up long ago and some have to
occupy the recitation benches. I doubt not
if our present luck continues there will
soon be a necessity for limitation of num-
bers. Of course I have to work harder
than ever. I shall soon have a sufficient
motive for wishing myself & the school
less popular.

What did you think of the list of per-
sons who have attended the Academy'?
Miss Butler has been very successful in
hunting up names & I think has nearly
all of her catalogue.

May 5, 1849
My Dear Uncle

I must snatch a moment to tell you how
prosperous the school is this term...Ihad to
journey far and near to find a
teacher...But now at last we are afoot and
going on our way rejoicing- or if we do not
rejoice we have every reason to do so. Our
number now exceeds 120-1 have under
my eye 76 boys who thus far seem altogeth-
er interesting- It is a sight to help your eyes
to look over my fine looking school and
think that I may make a marhe upon
them which will show not only in this
world but the next...I have never been
more intersted in my work than I am at
this present season- In school everything is

as delightful as can be...
It gives me great pleasure to have two

of your grand children in the school-
And two better boys I have not had-
Frank is sweet & not in the least mis-
chievous, though his father gives him
that character- Arthur is as sweet &
manly & self possessed as though he
were 21 years old- ...I shall be ashamed
of this scrawl, for half was written in the
schoolroom & half at Worcester where I
have spent my Saturday P. M.

You must excuse it. Young Park called
on me & gave a very intelligent acct. of
himself- Bennett is going on bravely. He
will enter college this summer.

July 11, 1851
My dear Uncle

As soon as I bade you farewell at
Groton Junction I met a former friend...,
the Rev. Mr. Day...he was invited to the
chair of Biblical Literature and Church
History in Lane Seminary, Cincinnati.

...I wish to introduce him to you as
my friend and as one who is going heart
& soul into the work of improving the
population of the West. Those fellows
out there will kick poor Massachusetts
into the Atlantic if we don 'I succeed in
teaching them manners before they
become giants.

...I have hardly had time to take a
good sniff of air since you left, but be
assured the fragrance of your visit

remains, and 1 hope you will both feel
the better for it, and be strong for your
sojourn in Berkshire Co.

Your affectionate Nephew,
James Means

from the letters of
Reverend James Means

Principal of Groton Academy
1845 to 1851 to Amos A. Lawrence

The Committee of Arrangements of
the Trustees of Lawrence Academy estab-
lish the following Rules, to take effect at
the commencement of the next term.
Pupils presented for admission to the
Academy shall have the following quali-
fications:-

1.- The attainment of ten years of
age.

2.- A knowledge of the four funda-
mental rules of Arithmetic, with the
tables of Weights and Measures.

3.- Acquaintance with the
"Geographical Definitions" in Mitchell's
School Geography.

4.- The ability to read with fluency
and propriety in the Four Gospels; to
spell correctly in words of two syllables;
and to pass a reasonable examination
in the rules for Punctuation, use of
Capitals, and Table of Abbreviations, as
given in the North American Spelling
Book.

5.-A legible hand writing.
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6.- A certificate of good moral charac-
ter from the School last attended.

GEORGEF. FARLEY,
JOSHUA GREEN,

EDWIN A. BULKLEY
in behalf of

the Committee
Groton, Mass. Nov. 28, 1851

BY-LAWS OF LAWRENCE ACADEMY
1852

1st. — All the Scholars shall be pre-
sent at the opening and closing of the
School each day.

2d. — No Scholar shall enter or leave
the School-room, excepting at the time of
recess.

3d. — Scholars shall not change, nor
leave their seats, without permission.

4th. — All communication between
Scholars, whether by word or sign, on
slate or paper,- playing, laughing, and
idleness during study and recitation
hours, are strickly [sic] forbidden.

5th. — Playing in the School-room,
running among the seats during recess,
noise in the halls, striking, pushing, and
any conduct calculated to injure or pro-
voke others, is forbidden.

6th. — Those Scholars who have per-
mission to study at their private rooms,
during School-hours, shall go directly
and without delay, to and from their
recitations, and shall remain in their

rooms and study the same as in the
School-room.

7th. — All the Scholars are required
to be in their rooms, and to study,
between the hour of breakfast and half-
past eight o'clock, in the morning, -and
at and after [blank] o'clock in the
evening.

8th. — Every member of the School
shall attend Church, and abstain from
visiting and unnecessary walking, and
other recreations on the Sabbath.

9th. — Profanity, falsehood, and sim-
ilar offences are strickly [sic] forbidden.

10th. — The use of tobacco is forbid-
den.

11th. — When Scholars have been
detained from School by sickness, they
shall bring a note, certifying the fact,
either from a parent or from the person
with whom they board.

12th. — Rides and excursions out of
the village for pleasure are forbidden,
unless a teacher is with the company.

13th. — The students must not resort
to, or loiter about the public houses,
stores, livery stables, and other public
places in the village.

14th. — No Scholar shall board at
any public house in town, without spe-
cial permission from the Principal.

15th. — Social intercourse between
the Ladies and Gentlemen members of the
School shall be regulated by the rules of
strict propriety and decorum.

16th. — The penalties for the offences

specified shall be Notes, Marks, Private
Admonition, Public Reprimand,
Suspension and Expulsion, according to
the nature of the offence, and the discre-
tion of the Principal.

17lh. — A record shall be made of
every penalty inflicted, which shall be
read at the Public Examination of the
School at the close of each term.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION
The Institution embraces three Depart-

ments of instruction.
The Classical Department includes the

studies required for admission to college,
and instruction in French, Spanish and
other modern languages.

The English Department compre-
hends, in its two courses of study, the
common branches taught in the elemen-
tary schools, and all the higher branches
of a complete English education. In this
department special pains will be taken to
prepare teachers of common schools for
their work, and to furnish young men
with what they need in business and
commercial pursuits.

The department of ornamental studies
includes vocal music, and instruction on
the piano and organ, by Doct. Blan-
chard, a teacher of established reputa-
tion, who will be permanently connected
with the Institution. Drawing, in its var-
ious modes, pencil, crayon, mezzotint,
and monochromatic, is taught by an
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instructor employed for that purpose. A
permanent teacher is also employed to
instruct in penmanship.

...The Academy is furnished with an
apparatus to illustrate the elementary
principles and experiments in Natural
Philosophy, Astronomy, Surveying,
Physical Geography, Chemistry, and
Minerology.

It is well supplied with mural Maps
and Drawings, to illustrate Civil
Geography, Natural Philosophy, and
Physiology.

There is also a select Conchological
Cabinet, and a choice collections of
Medals.

"Dick, " said a student at Lawrence
Academy, the other day, in the post office.
"Bill wishes you would write to him."

"I'll see him damned first, " replied his
mate.

It struck us with horror, that a young-
ster, apparently of but nine or ten years
old, should emit such profane and dis-
graceful language...He was not only
profane but also impudent, bold and
obscene.

from The Groton Mercury
January, 1852

LOCATION
Lawrence Academy has a happy loca-

tion in a quiet and retired town, amid
some of the most beautiful scenery of the
State. The Nashua and Worcester Rail-
road passes through the village of Groton,
at a convenient distance from the School;
and, at Groton Junction, three and a
half miles from Groton Centre, it connects
with the Boston and Fitchburg Railroad,
with the Stony Brook Railroad leading to
Lowell, and with the Railroad leading to
Mason Village, N.H. An easy communi-
cation, three times a day, is thus open to
all parts of New England.

from the 1853 Catalogue



The Letters of
Charles Goodale

Charles Goodale was a student at Lawrence
Academy from 1848 to 1850. The third son and

fifth child of David and Meliscent Warren Goodale,
Charles was born on June 14, 1832, on the family farm
in Marlborough, Massachusetts. From 1702 to 1927,
seven generations of the Goodale family were born,
lived and died on die same farm.

Charles' father was a prosperous yeoman farmer
with many interests and activities, who as a young man,
taught in the district schools of the area and, later in
life, was a justice of the peace and a representative to
the general court. Meliscent Goodale was a dedicated
mother and devoudy religious woman. All of the chil-
dren were given the best available education. Charles'
older brothers, David and Warren, attended Ashby,
Leicester and Williston Academies. All three sisters,
Lucy, Mary and Harriet, attended Mount Holyoke
Seminary. Mary studied at Lawrence Academy for one
year in 1848 with her brother.

Charles Goodale died on August 31, 1850, in
Marlborough, after a brief illness that appears to have
been acute appendicitis. The Academy community
mourned his death and a brief notice appeared in the
first issue of The Gleaner. 'The death...furnishes a lesson
to us all; it teaches us that we are liable at any moment
to be called away and that it is our duty to be prepared
at any moment to bid farewell to earthly possessions."
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Esther Goodale, the grandniece of Charles, sent a
copy of these letters to the Academy in 1969 before she
and her brother, Francis, donated the originals to Old
Sturbridge Village. In her note to the Academy, she
wrote: "His mother cherished these schoolboy letters
and they have been passed down in the family for
more than one hundred years. It is good to know that
a bit of young Charles Goodale will be preserved at the
school where he spent two busy and rewarding years of
his short life."

Oroton Apr. 20th 1848
My Dear Parents

You last saw me mounted on the express and start away
from Rock Bottom. I arrived at the Depot about eleven o'clock
and found that I had got to wait about three hours for the
cars...When I arrived at Oroton Depot I found an express
ready to take me. There were five scholars came in the same
express. I stopt at Mr. Means'es, and waited about an hour,
as he had gone away. When he came home he said that he
found out too late to let us know that I could not board with
him. He said that he was in Boston the Saturday before school
commenced, and waited at the State House an hour to see
Father but he could not find him. But he had found me
another boarding place about a quarter of a mile from the
school house. There is one boarder besides me, and he is my
roommate. His name is James David from Amherst, N.H..
His father is director on a railroad, and a deacon. I like my
boarding place very much. The house faces west and we have
one of the front rooms. The room is carpeted and has a large
glass. We wash ourselves in our chamber. There are five in the
family — Mr. and Mrs. Wood, a son and two daughters. We
live almost opposite the meeting house.

The plate in the catalogue looks pretty natural, only it
stands on more of a hill, and there is not so much ground as

there looks to be in the catalogue. I believe that we thought the
Means'es house was on the left hand, but it is on the right
hand of the academy.

The schoolroom is in two parts, which open into each other
by sliding doors. The seats are a sort of chair and the benches
are made of bay wood mahogany, so two can sit at one bench.

I recite Algebra and Arithmetic to Mr. Means, and
Comstock's and Smellie's philosophy to Miss Noyes.

Mr. Marsh the assistant teacher, has twenty boarders, and
there is a private family that has sixteen.

Your off son
Charles

Oroton May 21st 1848
...When I got to Oroton Depot I started to walk up, but

when the stage overtook me he told me I might get on and pay
what I was a mind to. So 1 got on and rode up, and payed
him a ninepence, half of what he charges.

...I have got to speak next Wednesday. As I have not spo-
ken yet I dread it some.

It has been very warm here for a day or two back. The ther-
mometer in the schoolhouse up to eighty one, and I begin to
want a thin coat. There is a boy here who has got a linen coat
that he has outgrown but it has not been worn much that he
says he will sell for a dollar. And I can get another to wear to
meeting for a dollar and a half. I should like to hear from you
soon, and should like to have you send some money to get my
thin clothes with.

...We spell every other day, and read every other day. The
way we spell is we choose sides and if one side misses a word
and the other side spells it, the side that spells it chooses a
man from the other side. We have chosen them all on to one
side once, and last week we chose up again. Write soon.
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Daguerreotype of Charles Goodale taken in March, 1850. (Old Sturbridge Village photo by Thomas Neill.)



Goodale Letters

Groton Sept 5 th 1848
We arrived here in due time, all except Mary's trunk,

which was left at the depot, because they had load enough
without it. It was brought up in the evening.

I room in a room where there are two beds. I do not like my
boarding place quite so well as I did last term, though I am
very well satisfied. There are ten scholars board here, besides a
lawyer and a store keeper and three others who only take their
meals here.

I study Algebra, Physiology, Book-Keeping and I have not
yet decided whether to study Arithmetic or not. I recite to Mr.
Means and Mr. Marsh.

Mr. George Brigham the one that father has been on a jury
with is going to Marlboro next week and he has offered to
carry a bundle of letters with him.

There is a pretty full school this term. The gentlemans side
is very full, but the ladies is not so full as it was last term.

I don't find apples & peaches quite so plenty here as 1
should at home and suppose that I eat little apples & things
that I should not think of eating at home.

Groton Sept. 26, 1848
We received your bundle by Uncle Weeks on Wednesday. He

called at the schoolhouse while school was keeping, and called
for Mary, so I did not see him.

I recited Algebra to Mr. Means the forepart of the term, but
now he has changed it so that 1 do not recite anything to him,
only read and spell...There is a great deal of interest taken in
spelling.

Tomorrow I expect to hear some speaking. Mr. Means said
last week that he would speak today. [Mary's writing begins]
I came to sit down to table with Charles. I find that his ideas
are wholly used up. He gives me liberty to read what he has
written if I will tell him what more to say. He declaimed last
Wednesday and did himself great credit...This does not learn

my dreadful hard bookkeeping & I resign the scribeship to
Charles. You will hear further from me this afternoon.- [End
of Mary's writing]

Bows and arrows are. all the go now. Almost every boy has
one. We have been thinking of getting a foot ball, and guess
we shall have one before a great while.

I am writing in the sitting room, and right over me in my
chamber I can hear one of my roommates saying over his piece,
for he has got to speak this afternoon.

...Last Wednesday, four or five of us got some potatoes of
Mr. Boynton and carried them out on to a hill and made up
afire and baked them. They tasted very nice.

...I have just been up to Mr. Marshes, and helped put up
a seasaw. It is a long pole fastened in the middle to the limb
of a tree, as high as the eaves of the house and then ropes with
seats fastened to them come down half way to the ground.
Besides they have a very good swing.

Groton Nov 5 th 1848
It has been so long since I have written a letter that I have

almost forgotten how to write one.
... When half the term was out, one of our teachers, Miss

Noyes, left. She went to teach the blind in an asylum in
Phila. She was liked very much and everybody was sorry she
went. Before she went the girls made her a present. Mr.
Marsh hears her lessons so that I recite three lessons to Mr.
Marsh now.

The Nashua and Worcester Rail Road is done to here so
that the engines have come up Uoo or three times. Perhaps the
next time I come to Groton I shall come on that Rail Road
part of the way. A week or two ago when I was down at the
Fitchburg Depot 1 saw five trains come in, in five minutes.

We have some good games at foot ball now... I have got to
write a composition this week, and speak next week which will
be the last time I shall have to speak this term, which I am
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glad of, as you may suppose...Mr. Means has four boarders
this term. One of them is a native of Cuba.

GrotonApr. 26th 1849

...1 arrived here about six o'clock, and Mr. Boynton's car-
riage was at the Depot to carry our trunks to his house...My
roommates are Barker and Hayden. J am very much pleased
with my room and roommates and if I had my choise [sic], I
should have chose this.

...This term there are three male teachers and two female.
And I was very much surprised as you will judge to find that
Mr. Allen ofWayland was to be one of the teachers. There are
now one hundred and twenty scholars. I do not recite any-
thing to Mr. Means and but one to Mr. Allen. Yesterday three
of the trustees were in school and heard all the scholars read a
short sentence, and spell a word. At the end of the term they
said they should give seven prizes to those who had made the
most improvement or those who deserved it most. The prizes
are to be very elegant books, three for the female, and four for
the male departments.

...Things look pretty much the same here now that they did
last summer except that they have got another store which
makes five stores and two or three shops in the village.

...But the bell is ringing for school and I must send this
today to have you receive it Sunday. I suppose you will say it
is a short letter but you must excuse it.

Groton May 24th 1849
...Yesterday I spoke for the first time this term. And now I

have not got to speak again for four weeks which thing I am
glad of as I don't like very well getting up on the stage and
being looked at by a hundred scholars. This term I study
Geometry, Algebra and Latin...I recite Latin to Mr. Allen. He
is a very pleasant man and is liked much by those who recite

to him. I like Latin very much, and shall be glad when I can
read it and have never been sorry that I began it...Dr. Cutter
was also here giving lectures.

...The measles have been in school and some of the scholars
have had them. One of Mrs. Boynton's boarders has had the
mumps. He is just getting over them. I believe I have had
them both have 1 not1?

Wednesday — 30th This is Election day. Rather rainy for
boys to go hunting. The school keeps the same as ever but it
only keeps about an hour in the afternoon. I believe this is
about the time that you generally get done planting. Have you
finished yet? The apple trees have blown very full and peach
trees too. So the Agricultural Society will have to guess
again.... Tonight there is to be a mock trial in the Academy by
the Lawrence Debating Club. I think I shall attend.

To end this letter I should like to have you send a little
money in your next as 1 am almost out and have got to get a
hat.

Groton July 13th 1849
...It is so warm this morning that I do not feel like doing

any thing... The Fourth of July past off quite well here. There
was a prosession [sic] and a picknic [sic] in a grove about a
mile from town. The prosession [sic] was escorted by the
Groton Artillery and after them came the Lawrence Lancers, a,
company of academy fellows. There are about forty in the com-
pany and everybody said that they appeared better than the
other company. Last Wednesday Amos Lawrence came up to
see them and he made a present of $10 to them for their
spears, etc. The fourth of July morning the girls of the acade-
my gave a flag to the company. On one side white and blue
stripes and gold leaf stars. On the other the Lawrence coat of
arms cut from gold leaf. A Latin motto worked with crewel on
the top and the date on the bottom. While in the grove we had
singing, an oration delivered by someone from Fitchburg and
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toasts and speeches from various persons. In the evening we
had fire works that lasted an hour an a half. We all felt pretty
tired and the next forenoon the school did not keep so as to
give us a chance to get our afternoon lessons....I do not have
a great many cherries and currants, not so many as I wish I
could have. I suppose that the cherries on the big tree are all
ripe by this time.

Groton Sept. 15th 1849
I suppose that while I am writing this you are away up in

Vermont, or somewhere on the road... .Perhaps you painted the
sitting room before you started, as it was spoken of, so that it
would not stick so when you came back.

...This term f study in my room instead of the school rooms.
1 should think that nearly one third of the scholars do the
same. I have to go to the school house three times a day. At 9
o'clock to prayers and recite Surveying to Mr. Marsh. At 11
o'clock and recite Geometry to Miss Salisbury and at 1/2past

2 Latin to Mr. Marsh and at 4 to read and spell and
prayers....It took Mr. Means a great while to fix the classes so
that no scholar would have two lessons come the same half
hour and I believe one or two had to give one of their lessons
for this reason. Last Wednesday was the first of speaking.
Next Wednesday comes my turn. Last Wednesday afternoon 3
others with myself went to a pond and had a boat ride. Last
week when I was down there I fell into the pond and got wet
all over.... I don't have a great deal of fruit, not so much as I
wish I had.

Groton Oct. 28th 1849
...Writing letters is as slow work for me as ever and I am

afraid it always will be....The school goes on pretty well this
term. A few have been expelled. Mr. Means is very particular
this term....Fruit is very scarce here this fall. I have hardly

seen an apple fit to eat this two or three weeks. I hope you have
saved a lot for I expect they will disappear when I come home.
Chestnuts and walnuts too I am very fond of those....When I
come home next time can I ride on the new Rail Road?

Groton Nov. 10th 1849
...This is what I should call a spell of weather. It has not

been fair for a week and now it pours right down.
...As you requested I will now tell you what I study and to

whom I recite. In the first place I study Surveying and recite
at half past ten to Mr. Marsh. He is a very fine teacher in
Mathematics especially. I have got through the book and now
am reviewing. I like it very much but can't say that I could
give the number of acres and rods or I might say miles of stone
wall on Agoganquemasset. It this spelled right'? I suppose that
if I do anything with this I shall study with a practical
Engineer. In the next place I study Latin. Recite to Mr.
Marsh at 9 o'clock. I am now in Virgil. I did not expect to go
into that until next term certainly. I like this too. I have to
borrow this term because I did not fetch [the textbooks] and it
would take longer to send for them than the good they would
do after I got them. In the next place I study Geometry and
recite to Miss Salisbury, the Preceptress. She is very pleasant
and I like her much. You will see by the catalogues that there
will be lectures in Chemistry next term. I thought I should like
to study that next term as I could probably learn more. I think
I should rather attend school here next winter if you have no
objection and therefore shall not come home until the end of
the term. I shall want a little money before the term is out if
you don't send enough to pay my board and tuition. I can tell
better in my next [letter] how much.
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Groton Dec. 2d 1849
Thanksgiving is gone...For breakfast I had chicken, for

dinner turkey pudding and pies and for supper I went to Mr.
Boyntons, and spent the evening there. My chum went home.
Last week Mr. Means told us that if we would come to his
house he would show us the moon through the telescope. But
when night came it was cloudy and could not see the moon.

Groton Jan. 5th 1850
I arrived at Groton Depot at 10 minutes before 1 by the

clock on the Meetinghouse and found Mr. Boynton ready to
take my trunk....! forgot before this to wish you all a Happy
New Year...This afternoon 1 have got to appear on the stage
and spout for the first time this term...There are so few schol-
ars this term...It was a great deal better sleighing here when I
first came...Last week there was a sleigh ride of a school from
some town above here went through. There were large sleighs
some drawn by 2 and some by 4 horses and they had a band
of music and made quite a nice appearance.

Groton Feb. 10th 1850
...We have had 8 or 10 lectures on Chemistry so far. Last

week we had four. The lectures are all an hour in length....Mr.
Lawrence pays for the lectures and has given $200 to buy more
apparatus. Last night four negros gave a concert, and today
they played on the bass viol, fiddle in church. Generally we
have only one fiddle, sawing and grating, and sometimes a
melodion. One of these negroes, a boy about 12 years old
played on the piano the best that ever I heard anybody.

Groton March 17th 1850
...The weather for some time past has been pretty good over

head but on the ground it has been very muddy and as you say
it is a fine time to study. You ask me how much I like Latin
and French. I like them first rate.... You ask if I did not mean
to take some of those French books that were Lucy's. I have one
of them here, and all I shall want next term is a dictionary if
there is one. You seem to speak about drawing as though you
half expected I was attending to it. If I had known you were
willing I think I should have drawn this term. I should like to
next term. You ask about my coming another term. My calcu-
lations are to come next summer and fall and teach school
next winter if I can get one anywhere and it is for you to say
yes or no to them. And I have thought that I should leave off
Latin for the present and study some of the english studies that
I never have....I do not think Mr. Means is as strict as he was
last term and I don't know as he was any too strict then...A
Daguerreotype man has come into town since I wrote you last
and I suppose you will say I must have mine taken before I
come home although I do not want to at all...

Friday 22d...Last night I went up to the academy to see the
moon through the telescope. It looked very pretty and all over
spots.

Groton May 5th 1850
...My room is the same as last term. I sleep on a mutrass

[sic] (perhaps I have told you before) as I have all winter and
like it better than a feather bed.

...I study Latin and French and draw. There was not a
class in Ancient Geography as I expected there would be, and
I did not know what else to study so I take drawing lessons. I
draw an hour, four days in a week and as much more as I
please out of school. I study in my room and go to the school
house when I recite.

... The bell is ringing for school.
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Groton June 1st 1850
...Last Thursday afternoon there was no school in the

afternoon, but all the boys dug holes in the Academy yard to
set trees in. They all dressed up in old clothes and hats and
looked very much like a lot of Irishmen working on a railroad.
Some day next week we are going to have another day to dig
up and set out the trees.

The other day Mr. Brigham asked me if I should not like to
go to Marlboro and back again the same day. He said he was
going with a horse and wagon. I told him I should if Mr.
Means would let me. He did not say when he should go. Mr.
Means does not like very well to have the scholars go home in
term time. Perhaps I shall go along some day if I don't hear
from you.

...If you in your next letter will please to enclose a little of
the "needful" I should be very much gratified...As I think this
letter has been long enough on my hands I will send it off as
quick as possible...I must get a new pen.

Groton June 30 1850
Dear Father and Mother.
I received your letter and its contents safe and sound but

the letter did not contain as much of one thing as I expected
and that was advice. I expected at least that you would give
your opinion. But as you have not and hft it all to me I have
tried to do it the best that I knew how. My principle object in
going to Bridgewater would be to be drilled in the common
branches. My intention now is of being a Teacher or a
Surveyor, perhaps both.

...I have been invited to spend the Fourth in Charlestown
and Boston with Huntington who lives in the former. I have
almost decided to go as it is not very likely that I shall ever
have so good a chance very soon...As I have not been hardly
anywhere since I have been here I do not think you would
have any objections....

Your off. son
Charles Goodale



Jubilee, 1854 The Plans

On the 9th of June, 1854, twenty-nine men assem-
bled in the counting room of Samuel Lawrence

in Boston. A very prestigious group, these were the
men whose names appeared on the Jubilee invitation.
They were all graduates of the Academy and included
descendants of founding fathers Bigelow, Brazer,
Dana, Hall, Lawrence, Moors, Park, Richardson and
Whitney. Three trustees (Farley, Green and Hildreth)
and Principal Hammond were also present.

The first order of business was to select Abbott
Lawrence as chairman and William A. Richardson as
secretary of the Committee of Graduates. Speaking on
behalf of the trustees, Farley graciously thanked the
group and "...surrendered the whole matter into the
hands of the Committee...and requested that... [they]
conduct the affair as they should think wise and appro-
priate." He also announced that Rev. James Means
accepted the trustee's invitation to deliver an oration
on the occasion. The committee then unanimously
voted John P. Bigelow as president and James Dana as
marshal for the Jubilee. Principal Hammond and Rev.
Edwin Bulkley were appointed to prepare "the regular
toasts for die dinner table" and a committee of hospi-
tality, composed of town residents, was appointed.
Cards of invitation were sent to many distinguished
persons who were much more likely to reply and
attend because they were signed by the Honorable
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We are brought together to-day in obe-
dience to a beautiful principle of our
nature. When we start upon the career of
youth, our regards are all cast forward .
There is no past. Everything is before us.
Nothing is behind us. Our new, fresh
souls come forth as a bridegroom from his
chamber. They exult as a strong man to
run a race. They turn all their energies to
the future. Life opens before them a
boundless, unknown field, for explo-
ration, discovery and adventure.
Nothing in youthful experience tends to
dishearten, for the divine wisdom orders
the limits of that experience within
almost impregnable safeguards. From out
this enclosure the youth looks upon the
theatre of human deeds as on an arena
where glory and happiness are to be
achieved when he shall have made suit-
able preparation for the struggle. The
charm is all in the future. He feels as one
brought from a state of blindness to per-
fect vision. The eye is not satisfied with
seeing, nor the ear with hearing. While
snatching the wayside pleasures with zest
he yet bounds ever forward, in haste to
solve the more difficult problems which
are deemed too great for his nascent pow-
ers.

But when youth has passed away,
when the soul has already grappled with
the sterner realities of life, when the bur-
den has been borne, when responsibility
and care have furrowed the heart as well
as the brow, when disappointments have

Abbott Lawrence. "Nothing seemed wanting to make
the occasion a triumphant one, but the assurance of a
pleasant and comfortable day."

The 12th of July, 1854

The memorable day dawned upon the town and a
special train to accommodate Jubilee celebrants
arrived at Groton Junction from Boston. The weather
was "favorable...The sun's ardor was tempered by a veil
of clouds, and the air was rendered fresh by a pleasant
breeze." The town was alive with visitors, strolling
about the streets and lanes, renewing associations of
by-gone years and trying to recall the exact appearance
of some house, farm, tree or person "which time and
change had disguised." There were hearty handshakes
after a quarter century's separation; companions were
taken to the very tree where grew the largest and best
apples in the neighborhood; moonlight walks were
retraced, "taken when the heart's blood was warm, and
hopes were strong and no shadow of a care-laden fea-
ture had fallen on the spirit...every face was radiant
with smiles and every heart was expanded with happi-

The crowd assembled at the Academy yard and
building. For two hours, teachers, pupils, alumni,
friends and guests mingled and reminisced in honor of
'Old Groton Academy.' "They now met to consider
what fruit the early promise had borne...[and]...to look
into the reckoning of life's long voyage."

Samuel Lawrence loudly rapped his walking stick
upon the Academy schoolhouse to call the attention of
the multitude to George F. Farley, president of the

board of trustees. His humorous speech resigned all
control of the day to the graduates and their officers
whom he introduced. Chief marshal James Dana
immediately formed a procession to walk to the Union
Congregational Church. At its head was the Boston
Brigade Band, followed by present members of the
Academy, graduates "in the order of juniority," the
president of the day, orator, chaplain, former trustees,
present trustees, former and present teachers, invited
guests, "strangers of distinction," and the citizens of
Groton. Bringing up the rear were "all other persons."

The church overflowed with celebrants to the strains
of a voluntary on the organ. Rev. Alonzo Hill, chaplain
of the day, offered a touching prayer in which he
recalled his Academy days. His prayer was followed by
selections from the band. When the applause ended,
Rev. James Means arose, ascended to the pulpit and
delivered a remarkable discourse.

Discourse

The first of many metaphors in Mean's oration was
youth, quickly followed by the wedding night ("Our
new, fresh souls come forth as a bridegroom from his
chamber") and the Academy as mother ("She seems to
take them again in her arms and press them to her
bosom"). And all this before he welcomed the assem-
bled, bidding them to "be boys and girls once more."
The crowd adjusted themselves on the hard, wooden
pews and settled in for a long address.

The body of the speech was a complete history of
the school, particularly "a few points of great impor-
tance in its prosperity." (The only previous history of
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the school was written by Caleb Butler in the History of
the Town ofGroton, published in 1848.) Means was care-
ful to point out that "none of its preceptors can
reproach themselves with having grown rich upon the
emoluments of their profession...their subsequent
fame seems in some sense to belong to us by reflec-
tion."

Means divided the history of the Academy into three
periods; "faith, economy and reward." He then dis-
cussed the current prosperity of the Academy through
an explanation of its funds, policy, teachers, pupils and
studies. He explored these topics with Utopian vision
and pragmatic zeal.

If the oldest members of the audience were not
awakened by the applause at the end of Mean's
speech, they were certainly aroused when the band
struck up another mirthful selection. The whole con-
gregation sang a hymn written by alumna Mary E.
Atkinson and the services concluded with a benedic-
tion from Rev. Alonzo Hill.

Meat, Drink and Oratory

Upon the conclusion of the service in the church,
the procession was reassembled and marched to "a
beautiful smooth slope of green sward opposite the vil-
lage." It was the property of James Farnsworth (later
owned by Prescott Lawrence) on Broadmeadow Road,
just north of the house. An enormous tent was sus-
pended over tables spread for six or seven hundred.
The head table was elevated on a platform. Seated on
either side of die president of die day, John P. Bigelow,
were the distinguished alumni of the school.

George Sewall Boutwell, 1818-1905. (Courtesy
Groton Historical Society.)

tried the soul — then the eyes gradually
incline to revert their gaze and look back.
Happiness is then neither in the present
nor the future. Tis in the past. Our days
of youth resemble a fairy land, where we
frolicked and gambolled, as it were, like
elfin sprites, under the mild moonlight of
parental and scholastic influence, on the
green carpet of careless and rejoicing
unconsciousness.

Though we may have climbed the
heights of science, and occupied the
proud elevation of Fame's highest pinna-
cles; though successful enterprize may
have made us envied of all our fellows;
though the rewards of a noble ambition
may have been achieved, yet we, all alike,
look kindly back to our school-boy days....

This occasion is justly styled a Jubilee.
The Alma Mater rejoices in her sons and
daughters. They rejoice in the memory of
her care and counsels bestowed upon
their early years. They come back after an
interval to greet her with filial respect
and each other with fraternal kindness.
They rejoice together. It is a sort of liter-
ary thanksgiving, the more precious that
it does not occur every year. The venera-
ble mother calls her sons from far, and
her daughters from the ends of the earth.
She invites them to the scenes of their
pupilage; to the remembrance of early
joys, early friendships, early sports, early
instructions, early studies. She seems to
take them again in her arms and press
them to her bosom. They, in turn, throng
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around her, now greatly changed by
time; they fondly recollect the former days
of her simplicity; they seem to derive new
life from her vigorous pulsations, and
not one of them has outgrown a genuine
respect and affection for her. By such a
meeting, such a jubilee, the Alma Mater
is herself re-juvenated. Her alumni and
alumnae, Medea-like, infuse new life
into her veins, while they affectionately
crowd around to do her honor, and she
proudly regards her offspring...

My heart glows within me with enthu-
siasm at, the prospect of its destiny.
Looking out from behind its living cur-
tain of elms, over a landscape of exceed-
ing beauty, to the grand mountain of
Eastern Massachusetts and to the noble
circle of blue hills which seem placed to
guard it around, its very situation seems
to teach lessons in the fine arts, in belles
letters, and in piety, to the youth who
enter and issue from its portals. A grate-
ful soil and abundant harvests year after
year, bids them respond generously to the
privileges afforded them and the efforts
bestowed upon them. The mountains talk
solemnly to them in the same way that
they filled the soul of Homer and inspired
his sublime strains. The revolutionary
reminiscences of the town and neighbor-
hood give an effectual and perpetual les-
son in patriotism. All nature and all
history combine with the lessons within
the School and the ardent attachment of
the Alumni, the life and example of the

Conspicuous among them were Rev. James Walker,
Joel Parker, Abbott Lawrence, Amos Kendall and the
Reverend Andrew Bigelow and Alonzo Hill. Seated
next to the president of the day was die former precep-
tor, Caleb Buder.

John Prescott Bigelow

He was chosen president of the day for the Jubilee
because he was one of the most prominent sons of the
Academy. Grandfather Timothy garnered fame in the
Revolutionary War and father Timothy, Jr., was a
prominent lawyer, town fish reeve, founding father
and twenty year trustee of the Academy.

John was a student at the Academy from 1805 (age
8) until 1811 when he enrolled at Harvard with the
Class of 1815. A lawyer by profession, John was admit-
ted to the Suffolk bar in 1818. Bigelow's political
career in Boston began in 1827 when he served on the
common council and subsequently as a state represen-
tative. He served as Massachusetts' Secretary of State
from 1836 to 1843 and was elected mayor of Boston for
three successive terms beginning in 1848.

Bigelow was popular with Bostonians because of his
conservative fiscal policies, his realism in permitting
the licensing of the sale of intoxicating liquors, fire
protection improvements and supplying the city with a
system of fresh water (also championed by Academy
classmate Abbott Lawrence). At this time, Boston had a
population of 136,000 and Bigelow was particularly
attentive to the victims and their families during the
summer of 1849 when cholera claimed die lives of at
least 5,000 people in the city. Bigelow's gift of $1000

was the first donation of its kind to the Boston Public
Library.

Rev. James Walker

At the request of the president, the divine blessing
was invoked by Rev. James Walker. It was only fitting
that he be the one called upon to open the festivities
for, of all the alumni who had gone on to become min-
isters, no other had reached such prominence. A tall
man with craggy brows, long straight hair combed back
and a large, slightly hooked nose, Walker was the 19th
president of Harvard College.

Born in Woburn, Massachusetts, in 1794, James
Walker attended Groton Academy from 1807 to 1810.
He graduated from Harvard in 1814 and spent the fol-
lowing year as an assistant teacher at Phillips Exeter
Academy. Returning to Cambridge for ministerial stud-
ies, he was one of five young men who formed the first
graduating class in the Divinity School as a distinct
department of Harvard University. Ordained as the
minister of the Harvard Church in Charlestown in
1818, Walker became a strong advocate of
Unitarianisrn which earned him the nickname
"Warrior" among his admirers. He resigned his pulpit
in 1839 to become the Alford Professor of Natural
History, Moral Philosophy and Civic Policy at Harvard.
Twice unwilling to accept the office of president,
Walker accepted the third time it was offered to him in
1853 and faithfully served until 1860. His great work
was preaching in a direct and impressive style, "making
his hearers feel as if these eternal verities were a fresh
revelation."
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The catered meal was consumed with relish and
gusto. At about 3 o'clock, the "intellectual part of the
festival" commenced with an eloquent speech by
President Bigelow. In it he graciously praised Caleb
Butler to whom the first regular toast was directed:
"The oldest surviving Principal of the Academy, who
served eleven years as an instructor."

Caleb Butler rose to accept the toast and then deliv-
ered a speech that examined his relationship with the
Academy and town for over fifty years. He concluded
with compassionate sentiments directed to his former
pupils. Spontaneously, they arose and stood respectful-
ly before the grey-haired teacher until the close of his
remarks. When the resounding applause subsided, the
second regular toast was announced: "The Lawrence
Academy, the mother of us all; her history for two gen-
erations is adorned by the high character of her sons
and daughters, and her future prosperity depends,
most of all, upon their faithful regard."

John Putnam next spoke followed by the reading of
a letter from Robert C. Winthrop. A sentimental rejoin-
der to the letter was improvised with ease and grace by
Abbott Lawrence in spite of his request not to speak.

Glasses raised, the third regular toast was offered to
"Harvard University — Represented in our gathering
by her Reverend President, an Alumnus of Lawrence
Academy. His connection with us shows the intimate
connection of our highest seminaries with schools of a
lower grade." President Walker rose in reply and, in his
speech, warned the undergraduates of the Academy
that "...they must look for distinction and success in
personal qualities...[and that]...by the quick eye, and
the strong arm, and the iron will...the battle of life is

won." He concluded with the sentiment, "The
Lawrence Academy and Harvard College — They have
always been well acquainted — may they be better and
better acquainted."

The next regular toast was read: "The Cambridge
Law School and its honored Head and Professor — A
worthy representation of our Alumni of the bar and
the bench." The Honorable Joel Parker stood up to
respond.

Joel Parker

After attending the Academy with his brothers Asa
and Isaac, Joel Parker entered the sophomore class at
Dartmouth College and graduated in 1811. Admitted to
the bar in New Hampshire in 1815, he was appointed to
the bench of the Superior Court of New Hampshire in
1833 and served as chief justice of that court from 1838
until 1848. For the next twenty years, he served as the
Royall Professor at Harvard Law School. Parker was
devoted to his chosen profession; industrious, thorough
and untiring. Easily perceived as sedate and grave,
Parker was also a genial, humorous and witty man who
cultivated a passion for flowers and poetry.

George Sewall Boutwell

Governor Boutwell was summoned to respond to
the fifth regular toast: "The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts — An early and liberal benefactor of
this Institution." He was the only speaker during the
Jubilee celebration who was never a student at the
Academy. He became its foremost antagonist, unri-

benefactors, to throw around them an
influence which cannot fail to secure
through successive centuries a repetition
offubilee occasions, which for enthusiasm
and numbers, shall go far beyond this.

from the "Discourse" by
Rev. fames Means at the

fubileejuly 12, 1854

Great God, thy care in former years
Directed here our youthful feet;
Again thy guardian love appears,
Again, in riper age, we meet.

The gems of truth we gathered here
Still sparkle forth in memory's light;
And friendship's bands, from year to

year,
Still glow in brightness and in might.

Still may thy care surround this place,
Thy love this institution bless;
And may no coming age efface
The memory of its usefulness.

Long may it shine, a star of truth,
Emitting bright far-spreading rays;
To guide and bless our raising youth,
To be a light to other days.

Hymn by Mary E. Atkinson
Groton Academy student, 1845

Written for and sung by the whole
congregation at the Jubilee
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Professor James Walker, who succeeded
Jared Sparks, was another good man and
fair scholar who proved a presidential
failure. Dr. Walker was a famous preach-
er, cogent, meaty, sententious; it was
largely the respect and attention with
which his sermons were received by the stu-
dents that marked him for the presidency.

...Unfortunately, Dr. Walker was one
of those wise persons, not uncommon in
academic circles, who cannot get things
done. He was too tired or indifferent to
advance his own theories effectively.

...Considering that President Walker
was stone deaf, and totally devoid of aes-
thetic sense, it is curious that the only
new subject added to the curriculum dur-
ing his presidency was Music.

...Dr. Walker, like his immediate pre-
decessors, found his office irksome; he
had arthritis, and disliked hobbling out
at night to fulfil the traditional presiden-
tial duty of quelling every 'Rineheart' in
the Yard, even though noctunal distur-
bances were much less common than in
the roaring forties.

Samuel Eliot Morison
from Three Centuries of Harvard

1936

And now, Mr. President, permit me to
say a few words exclusively to you and
the rest of my former pupils here assem-
bled, and I will have done.

valed in the entire, dramatic history of the school.

Born in Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1818, and
raised in Lunenburg, George Boutwell was a product
of an entirely "public" education. (The first of many
ironies in Boutwell's relationship to the Academy is
that his teacher at the village school in Lunenburg was
Solon Kilburn who studied at Groton Academy under
Preceptor Caleb Butler.) Boutwell moved to Groton in
1835 as a clerk in the store of Benjamin P. Dix and
commenced the study of law with Bradford Russell
whose practice was dominated by insolvency law. A few
years later Boutwell's plans to attend Phillips Exeter
Academy were compromised by a proposal from his
employer to form a partnership and remain in Groton.
While keeping the store day and night, he read Caesar
and Virgil (he recited his lessons to Dr. Amos Bancroft,
an Academy Latin scholar) and he prepared papers for
the Groton Lyceum, a debating and literary society. All
of these activities contributed to his expanding reputa-
tion in public affairs and his first elected position was
as a member of the Groton School Committee in 1839.
He served in the Massachusetts legislature as a repre-
sentative from Groton during various sessions from
1842 to 1850 and was also a railroad and bank commis-
sioner for the commonwealth during these years.
While a member of the house, Boutwell originated the
movement for a change in the government of Harvard
College, a controversy which lasted for more than
three years and curiously ended with his election to
the Harvard College Board of Overseers. In January,
1851, he became governor of Massachusetts and served
in that capacity for two years. He returned to the prac-
tice of law, specializing in patent cases, and joined the
state board of education in 1853.

Unquestionably, Boutwell was the preeminent resi-
dent of the town and a vocal advocate for public
schools and anti-Academy sentiment. It was the most
delicate and political moment of the entire Jubilee cel-
ebration when he stepped up to the platform.

He dismissed the land grant of the state as having
been "...in full harmony with the policy..." at the time
and declared that "our system of public instruction" is
of American and Massachusetts origin, not English.
While reviewing education laws in the state, he was
careful to emphasize that the town-supported grammar
schools were "capable to bring up youth to
college...but the time has not yet arrived when
academies can be with safety neglected." Neglected?
The audience must have twittered in their seats.
Boutwell's irreverence was finely tuned and skillfully
delivered. Towards die end of his speech he profound-
ly remarked, "Experience is a lamp whose light pene-
trates the darkness of the future."

Was it George Boutwell who inspired the design of
the seal of the Academy which includes the lamp of
knowledge? Unlikely, but the ironies continue.
Boutwell not only married an alumna of Groton
Academy, Sarah Adelia Thayer (1831), but also sent
both of his children to Lawrence Academy,
Georgianna (1857) and Francis (1865). Neither
would attend college, a delicate fact when one consid-
ers that their father became the secretary of the Mass-
achusetts Board of Education in 1855 and served
until 1861.

Amos Kendall was called upon to speak next but
declined to make any extended remarks other than
the following toast: "New England — richer than
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California. The minds of her sons and daughters are
her placers; her teachers are the miners."

Rev. Andrew Bigelow solemnly arose to respond to
the toast: "Our Alumni, who have adorned and hon-
ored the Clerical profession." His mind was filled with
many memories of youth at the Academy where his
years of attendance were 1802 to 1810. He preceded
his brother, John, at Harvard College by only one year
and graduated from the Divinity School in 1817. A suc-
cession of pastorates followed until he became minis-
ter-at-large for the Benevolent Fraternity of Churches
in Boston from 1845 until his death in 1877. Through
this ministry he worked for the poor and aged of the
city as a tireless visitor, comforter and spiritual advisor.

At the conclusion of his speech which was filled widi
somber praise and respect for Caleb Butler, Rev. An-
drew Bigelow offered anodier toast: "Old Groton (now)
'Lawrence' Academy — Long may it flourish as a Tree
of Knowledge, whose golden boughs waving aloft shall
tempt the emulation of the most aspiring, but whose
humbler stems may droop so low that even striplings
can reach and pluck the fruit from its branches."

The next regular toast was offered to "Our Alumni of
the Teacher's profession." None other than Thomas
Sherwin, the principal of English High School in Bos-
ton, replied with a "brief, but playful and exceedingly
interesting speech" in which he celebrated coeduca-
tion. 'To the fair Alumnae of Lawrence Academy," he
concluded. "In their joys we rejoice; in their sorrows we
mourn; in their intelligence we gain mental vigor; in
their humanity we are transformed into more perfect
manhood; in their heroism we gain courage and
strength."

Lucy Elizabeth Dutton

We will never know if she was among the celebrants
at the Jubilee but her place in the history of the
Academy belongs here and is acknowledged for the
first time. She deserved to respond to the last toast by
Thomas Sherwin for she was not only an alumna of
Groton Academy but was also its first female college
graduate and a teacher.

Lucy Elizabeth Dutton was a student at Groton
Academy during the years 1841 and 1842. The Female
Department enrolled seventy young women that year,
seventeen of whom studied the classical curriculum.
Lucy was among that scholastic group, consuming
Caesar, Cicero, Virgil, the Greek Testament and
Xenophon's Anabasis. Within the department the
preparation for college entrance also included the
study of geography and mathematics.

There was only one college for women when Lucy
Dutton completed the classical course at Groton
Academy — Mt. Holyoke Seminary — founded by
Mary Lyon in 1837. Modeled after the curricula of the
most prestigious men's colleges, Mt. Holyoke's offered
an innovative three year program and conferred cer-
tificates upon its completion.

Lucy met the minimum age requirement for admis-
sion, having "completed [her] sixteenth year" and
enrolled after passing the entrance examination. She
passed the examination requirement for each year,
advancing through the middle and senior classes.
Anticipating modern practice, Mary Lyon each year
admitted some advanced standing candidates who
qualified. Mature self-supporting women with limited

Ladies and Gentlemen, (for I must
not at this time address you, as formerly,
as pupils, over whom I might exercise
authority, but as equals and superiors,)
it is an opportunity of rare occurence
that, after a lapse of about half a centu-
ry, so great a number of former associates
and friends should assemble from such
distant localities...

...You will pardon me, (an old man
in his dotage, perhaps you will say,) if I
claim some little influence in the prepa-
ration of your minds and faculties, for
the performance of the high duties and
trusts of greatness and excellence, and of
rendering you susceptible of the pleasures
consequent on acts of usefulness and
benevolence. To have originated genius,
or intellectual powers, or to have nursed
and cultivated them better than any
other could in my stead, I make no pre-
tence. The credit of having faithfully
and conscientiously performed my duty
towards you is all I claim or ask.

And now, with my ardent hopes and
desires that the remainder of your lives
may be equally prosperous and happy as
have been the portions already spent,
and that the decline of enjoyments in the
objects of sense may not be attended by a
decline of intellectual enjoyments, 1 bid
you affectionate Farewell.

from the speech by
Caleb Butler at the Jubilee
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...But let us be grateful to the Almighty
that so many of us, even of the older pu-
pils, are still- spared to mingle in this fes-
tival of rejoicing — to indulge in fond
memories of other days, and grateful
appreciation of the blessings of the present
hour.

How strong and permanent is the effect
of early impressions. They render sacred
the places of our birth and early training.
They throw a charm over the soil once
trodden by our childish feet. Prosperity
cannot efface them; the iron hell of poverty
cannot crush them out. The stem trials of
life only render our early associations more
vivid. The more distant the region or clime
in which our lots may be cast, the more
strongly does the heart yearn after the
scenes of our youth. Playmates and school-
mates; the school house in which we mas-
tered the first rudiments of knowledge; the
fields in which we sported and wandered;
even the "old oaken bucket" at which we
slaked our thirst; all, all, become dearer in
memory as we advance in the vale of years.

...As for MEN, my mind's patterns
were all cut and fashioned here. I have
met with individuals who were greater,
but a nobler race, never!

...But thank God! the "village master"
is still spared. Happy are our eyes, jubi-
lant are our tongues, which see him and
greet him at our feast. He has never
ceased to be my beau-ideal of an able and
faithful teacher, mingling kindness and
discipline in just proportion...

financial resources were thus able to complete the
course in less time and at less expense. Lucy Elizabeth
Dutton graduated with the Class of 1847, fifty years
after the first son of the Academy received a college
degree from Dartmouth.

Lucy was a teacher for a large part of her life in such
varied places as Tuskaloosa, New Haven, Hartford and
her own native town, Northfield, Massachusetts. She
successfully combined her career with marriage to
Samuel Woodruff in 1856 and a family of three chil-
dren. She died in .1916 at Hartford, Connecticut.

Deceased Benefactors and a Mahogany
Ferule

The final toast was recited by John Bigelow to "the
memory of our deceased benefactors — their names
shall live forever." The distinct honor to respond to
this sentiment and deliver the last speech was bestowed

upon the Academy's largest benefactor, Samuel
Lawrence. Self-effacing and rhapsodical, Lawrence
honored the Brazer family for their benevolence and
playfully reminisced about Preceptor Butler's "large
mahogany ferule. "You, Mr. President, 1 am sure, will
unite with me in dianking our beloved Preceptor for
die judicious and temperate use he made of it about
the time we were under his care." How schoolboys
remembered their bottoms.

President Bigelow proposed the adjournment of the
Jubilee and reassembly at the Academy centennial in
1893. Rev. James Means was enjoined to deliver one
final toast which he dedicated to female education at
Lawrence Academy: "The sweetest garden in her looks;
And in her mind die wisest books."

The whole assembly united in singing "Auld Lang
Syne" and die meeting was dissolved into die evening
of a long summer's day.
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Preceptor Butler! We feel that your
presence here is the crowning blessing,
and honor of our banquet; where so
many of your academic family affection-
ately cluster around you! We offer you the
flowing tribute of grateful and loving
hearts.

Our children have learned from us,
and theirs will learn from them, to appre-
ciate your character and venerate your
name; a name which will be held in hon-
orable regard while the annals of the
town and of this institution shall exist.
Serene and happy be the evening of your
well spent life; very late be the summons
which shall withdraw you from the scenes
of the earth.

"Serus in Coelum redeas!"
[May you arrive in heaven later.]

from the speech by
John P. Bigelow at the Jubilee

...It is some thirty-five years since I
said my last lesson in Groton Academy,
and I have not set foot in the town, till
to-day....There are two things thai I find
just as I left them in 1819, not changed
one whit: Wachusett in the distance, and
Preceptor Butler on the spot.

from the speech by
John Putnam

at the Jubilee

When the honor of an ivitation was
extended to me to this Jubilee, 1 expressly
stipulated, whilst cordially acknowledg-
ing' the favor conferred, that in coming
here I should be permitted to occupy the
humblest place (as best became me), in
the assemblage of associate guests. But I
find that a chair has been assigned me,
and in a conspicuous place. Now, sir, a
Chair in such a presence is expected to be

filled with the gravity of Wisdom or the
gravity of Age. To the claims of the first I
make no pretensions. The honors of the
second I would fain, on this day, decline.
I came hither to feel and live over the
Boy. Yes, sir, once more, and for the last
time, to try at least to feel as when once 1
was a boy. I was coming to Groton, dear
old Groton...Under these circumstances
was it wrong to feel, to wish, to presume,
once more, and for a day, to pass for a
boy ? My youthful emotions were brought
with me. But, sir, your call dispels them.
It disturbs me. It awakens me from a
fond delusion; the dream is gone. I am
reminded that I am no longer a stripling,
but a man; yes, and a veritable old man;
that youth with its blithesome days is
past, no more to return, and that I must
submit to the conditions of Age.

from the speech by
Rev. Andrew Bigelow

at the Jubilee

ON GROTON TOWN
What constitutes a Town?
Not hill, and rock, and vale, and stream,

and lake;
Not woods, and fields, and yellow har-

vest's pride;
Not trees, embowering mansions of

delight;
Not these alone can constitute a town;
"But Men, high-minded men, " and

Women too,
With boys and girls, themselves, in fresh-

er form;
With schools, academies, all well

endowed,
And ordered well; with skyward-pointing

church,
Crowded with worshippers in truth and

love;
The nursery of men, who know and

prize,
And sternly dare maintain fair freedom's

cause;
The nursery of men, who issue forth,
In manly zeal and steady enterprise,
Diffusing light, or touching springs of

wealth,
Which, having gained, they know to use

it well;
Of which, if proof you'd see, JUST

LOOK AROUND!

William Allen
written for the Jubilee



112 1854

These, these no marble columns need,
Their monument is in the deed,
A moral pyramid, to stand
As long as wisdom lights the land.
The granite pillar shall decay-
The chisel's beauty pass away;
But this shall last, in strength sublime,
Unshaken through the storms of time.

written by Charles Sprague
in memory of

William and Amos Lazwence
read byfohn P. Bigelow

at thefubilee
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The board of trustees met for their annual meet-

ing six days later and authorized the publication of a
"suitable memorial of the day." (The Jubilee book,
published in 1855, also included an updated catalogue
of alumni, trustees and faculty). No doubt, congratula-
tions were exchanged throughout the meeting and
compliments freely flowed for the idea, choice of
guests and speakers, toasts, caterer and the manifest
furtherance of Academy goodwill. Although the battle
for a public high school in Groton raged on for five
more years, the Jubilee placated some anti-Academy
sentiment. Even its most critical opponents could not
help but be impressed by the distinguished alumni and
majestic spirit of the celebration.

Enrollment at the Academy fluctuated during the
next five years. A total of 248 scholars, 109 of whom
were from Groton, are listed in the 1854 catalogue.
The following year, total enrollment was only 170 stu-
dents, 83 of whom hailed from Groton. The politics of
public education and the perceived "dominance of the
Academy" may have prompted some parents to suc-
cumb to peer pressure and restrict their children from
attending, albeit temporarily. Enrollment increased to
177 students in 1856 and recovered to 221 in 1857,
only to decline again to 161 and 169 students in 1858
and 1859 respectively.
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AID TO YOUNG MEN FITTING FOR
COLLEGE

Provision is made by funds of the
Academy, given for this purpose, to aid
those who need assistance in obtaining a
liberal education. Those who receive the
benefit have their tuition remitted for the
first term of their preparatory studies.
Afterwards, they receive a sum not
exceeding one dollar per week, including
their tuition.

The conditions are, good moral char-
acter, talents, and scholarship, and the
avowed purpose to obtain a liberal edu-
cation. No preference is given to any one
of the learned professions; and by the will
of the donor, the late William Lawrence,
no discrimination is made in favor of
any religious denomination.

1859 Catalogue

A Dialogue Between Two School boys,
On Dancing

Harry. Tom, when are you going to
begin your dancing? You xoill be too old
in a short time as to be ashamed to be
seen taking your five positions.

Thomas. I don't know as I shall
begin at all. Father says he don't care a
fig whether I learn to jump any better
than I do now; and, as I am to be a
tradesman, he is determined, at present, Charles Hammond, Principal of the Academy from 1853 to 1863.
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Through all of these distractions Principal Ham-
mond, a "large patterned man," moved the Academy
forward. Described by some as an absent-minded pro-
fessor, he was a gifted teacher of Latin, to wit: "Latin is
not a dead language. It is the most expressive form
that thought has ever assumed. It has lived for ninety
generations, and it will perish only with the mind that
gave it birth." The principal gloried in the ability of die
girls in his classes but would have been scandalized at
any suggestion of a girl appearing on the platform at
graduation with the boys whom she had outranked.
His advice to male students distracted by die opposite
sex was vigorous and practical: 'You needn't waste so
much time on girls in this school; the girls you will
marry are in the primary department." Principal
Hammond used corporal punishment occasionally.
One story describes how he waited in the hall for a boy
to come to the classroom, seized him, laid him across
his knee and spanked him soundly, repeating with
each spank, 'You truant! You truant!"

The Literary Association

Founded in September, 1854, The Lawrence
Academy Literary Association succeeded the
Philomathean Society. Strikingly similar to its prede-
cessor, it promoted the presentation of original essays,
readings and provocative debate by the members.
(Unfortunately, it did not publish a newspaper.)
Questions were discussed such as, "Do men prefer to
deceive rather than to be deceived? Is it probable that
slavery will be abolished without dissolving the Union?
Is a lawyer justified in defending a bad case? Ought
women be allowed to vote? Does man exert a greater
influence on the world than woman?" How die "female

honorary members" must have swooned during discus-
sions, particularly those about male self-deception.
Members delivered recitations in the variety of foreign
languages taught at the Academy: Latin, Greek,
German, French, Spanish and Italian. The Society criti-
cally reviewed and judged all presentations, and con-
ducted weekly meetings under strict parliamentary
procedure. The minutes of meetings were painstaking-
ly recorded and preserved in notebooks. Even the
"...remarks from the president about the evil of whis-
pering while the exercises of the evening are going
on..." were transcribed.

Dancing Goes to Court

It was Principal Hammond's idea. He reviewed it
with the Examining Committee of the board. They
examined it, approved its merit and recommended it
to die board which met on July 20, 1858. The trustees
voted dieir confirmation and it became a permanent
rule of Lawrence Academy: no dancing.

At die same meeting the trustees sent a mild criti-
cism and reminder to Principal Hammond "to cause
all the rules of the Institution to be strictly observed by
the students." 'The constant and faithful attendance of
the pupils at Public Worship" was being neglected and
possibly overlooked. The faculty was reminded "to be
promptly present to begin their duties at the day &
hour appointed." After visiting the Academy building,
the trustees were "impressed with a want of due care"
and specifically requested Principal Hammond to
"take more efficient measures to prevent...abuses." The
board directed its concern about discipline to every-
one in the school and expected that these new rules,

to keep me at the reading and writing
schools.

Harry. That must be very dull and
dry for you. And what good will all such
learning do you, so long as you make the
awkward appearance you do at present ?
1 am surprised at your father's folly. So,
because you are to be a tradesman, you
are not to learn the graces! I expect to
learn a trade too. But my papa says I
shall first learn the dancing trade; and
then, if I never ham any other, I shall
make my way through the world well
enough.

Thomas. I don't know which discov-
ers the most folly your father or mine.
Old folks certainly know more than
young ones; and my father is much the
older man.

from The American Preceptor, 1794

The following rule having been made
by the preceptor, with the advice, & by
the disection [sic] of the Examining
Committee, viz.

"No member of the Academy shall in
term time, be allowed to attend a danc-
ing school or party in any tavern, Hall
or place of public resort." •— It was
Voted by the board of Trustees, to confirm
the aforesaid rule.

Trustees' minutes
fuly 20, 1858
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After a full cV free discussion of the
rules for students, — it was Voted, —
to ordain and establish the following rule
— viz.

"No member of the Academy shall be
allowed in term time, to attend a danc-
ing school, or dancing party, in any
Tavern, Hall or place of public resort."

And — , that, — "the Preceptor shall
for the violation of this rule summarily
suspend the connection with the school, of
the student thus violating this rule, until
a meeting of the Examining Committee is
held which shall be immediately called by
the preceptor: — who shall examine the
case, & further suspend, expel, or restore
such student, as they may think expedient.

It was Voted, also to ordain and estab-
lish the following rules, (in addition to
the "rules for students") — viz.

1st: No student shall leave the town of
Groton during term time without the con-
sent of the Principal.

2d: The principal may at his discre-
tion direct that certain hours of the
morning or evening shall be observed as
Study hours: during which the students
shall not leave their regular homes or
boarding places, without permission from
the Principal.

3d: Card-playing is forbidden to the
students in all places, except in their own
homes, in the presence & with the con-
sent of their own parents or guardians.

4th: The use of firearms is strictly for-
bidden.

reminders and reprimands would solve the problems.
Unfortunately, the quandary continued.

A special meeting of the trustees of the Academy
was convened in February, 1859. Not only was the rule
prohibiting dancing enlarged but new rules were estab-
lished about students leaving the town, study hours,
card-playing and firearms. The principal was required
to read, at least once in every term, that part of the by-
laws of the Academy which dictate the obligations and
conduct of the students. In case any students missed
the principal's recitation of rules, a copy would be
available at any time.

Was this controversy an additional effort by the pub-
lic school advocates and anti-Academy constituents to
further discredit Lawrence Academy? Probably not.
Were the boarding houses for Academy students and
the town of Groton rife with depravity, truancy and
vice? Unlikely. But there were Academy students who
were attending "a school at hours not set apart for
study, wherein was taught the art and accomplishment
of dancing, and also good manners and behavior..."
Down came the gavel of Principal Hammond and out
came the scales of Academy justice. Eight students
were suspended from the school.

Combined with the sentiment and passion in the
town concerning a public high school, the suspension
of the students was the equivalent of a declaration of
war. The two sides squared off. The Academy's posi-
tion to provide effectively a moral and scholastic envi-
ronment for its students in loco parentis could not be
compromised or besmirched. Principal Hammond and
the board of trustees had established clearly the rules
and regulations. However, parents and citizens of die

town challenged the Academy's authority to dictate the
behavior and actions of its students during their free
time when they were not at school. Was an academy
endowed by die state infringing upon the legal rights
of individuals?

Petitions for the reinstatement of the students were
circulated in die town by George W. Bancroft, Calvin
Stevens and E.F. Taft. Signed by one hundred forty-two
citizens, the petitions were sent to the Joint Standing
Committee on Education in the state house of repre-
sentatives. (There is no doubt that citizen of Groton,
ex-Governor and current state Secretary of Education
George Boutwell provided discreet advice and signifi-
cant consent to the petitioners.) The opinion ren-
dered by the house committee of the legislature was
based on the public endowment of the school and its
charter ("reasonable rules, orders, and by-laws").
Furthermore, die Academy was not a "private school"
but rather "to a certain extent, [a] public school." It
could not close its doors by rules that invaded the
rights and privileges of parents and their children. "An
Act Relating to Academies Endowed by the State" was
proposed to the legislature by the committee on
March 30, 1859.

The debate raged on, fueled by die local press and
the Boston newspapers, eager to dramatize the inno-
cence of dancing versus the (mis) management of an
ediical and moral scholastic environment. The "Act..."
expired somewhere in the bowels of the legislature
while the Academy quietly reinstated the eight mis-
chievous swells.

Nearly two years later at a meedng of the board of
trustees on July 1, 1861, the by-laws of the school were
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Rev. Edwin A. Bulkley, trustee of the
Academy from 1850 to 1864, and President
of the Board from 1860 to 1862. (Courtesy
of Groton Historical Society.)

amended to read, "No student shall be allowed in
term-time, to attend any parties of pleasure & amuse-
ment, without the consent of die Principal."

One result of this controversy was acceleration of
the idea to build a large dormitory on die campus. It
was an idea that the trustees discussed at their annual
meeting in 1860 (There was some discussion relating
to the Academy boarding house — when the subject
was left to the resident Trustees.") It would certainly
eliminate die bad influences of unsupervised boarding
houses in the town. The demand for lodging at the
school, served only by limited rooms in Brazer and
Dana Houses, could be substantially satisfied with a
new facility. Proposals for die building were not solicit-
ed until 1863 but die consolidation of boarding stu-
dents on die Academy campus was an idea diat evolved
from "no dancing."

Penmanship and the Academy Seal

The oldest document that is publicly displayed at
die Academy is a large historical compendium execut-
ed in ink by N.D. Gould. It was donated to die school
by him in 1856 and hung on die walls of die library.
The trustees extended dieir thanks "for die skillful and
beautiful piece of penmanship, executed by his prac-
ticed and now venerable hand." (Mr. Gould's relation-
ship to the Academy remains a mystery — he was
neidier a student, teacher or trustee — aldiough a few
students of diat name had attended.) The president of
die board, Samuel Lawrence, also received tiianks "for
die cosdy and elegant frame in which he has generous-
ly cause die writing to be placed."

5th: Pleasure rides and excursions out
of the village are forbidden unless con-
sent is obtained from the Principal.

Trustees' minutes
February 17, 1859

Our Academy flourishes well; the fall
term has commenced with very fair
prospects. There are in attendance quite
a number of young men who so far
appear to have come here for the purpose
of making improvement, and not to
while away the time and spend father's
money. There are also a large number of
very charming young ladies in atten-
dance.

from The Groton Gem
September, 1859

HOUSE...No. 262
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
House of Representatives, March 30,
1859.

The Joint Standing Committee on
Education, to whom were referred the
Petitions of George W. Bancroft and 43
others, citizens of Groton, that the
Trustees of Lawrence Academy be prohib-
ited from making rules against dancing,
under certain circumstances, — and
also the Petitions of Calvin Stevens and
39 others, and ofEJ?. Toft and 60 oth-
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Omnibus Lucet

The original seal of the Academy, an oval contain-
ing the initials, TGA, was a gift of James Brazer in
1805. It was replaced in 1862. There is no record of
the origin and designer of the new seal other than that
it was procured by the President of the Board, Rev.
Edwin A. Bulkley, for the price of fifteen dollars.
"Omnibus Lucet" was born to the world at the annual
meeting of the trustees on June 30, 1862. The minutes
state: "A new seal, which had been prepared, was sub-
mitted for approval. Voted to accept it as the Seal of
the Trustees of Lawrence Academy; also that the Seal
heretofore in use be preserved by the Treasurer as a
memento of the donor."

At the center of the Lawrence Academy seal is the
lamp of knowledge with an illuminating flame. Below
the lamp is the date 1793; above the lamp, inscribed
on a cloth banding or scroll with tapered folding ends,
is the Latin motto, "Omnibus Lucet." The lamp, motto
and date are encircled by the school name, imprinted
in capital letters on an overlapping band that is
punched at the bottom with holes and secured by a
belt loop. This design is derived from the seal of the
British Order of the Garter which includes the motto,
"Honi Soit Qui Mai Y Pense [evil to him who evil
thinks]."

A variety of translations is possible for the Latin
phrase "Omnibus Lucet." The literal translation of
omnibus is "all" or "every." However, the dative case is
employed which renders the meaning, "for all."

"Lucet" is the present tense, indicative mood which
is literally translated as "it shines." Additional interpre-
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THE ANNUAL EXAMINATION
WILL BE HELD ON

MONDAY, JUNE 3O,
In two sessions at 9 o'clock A. M., and 2 o'clock P. M..

THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Will be held at the UNION CHURCH, on

TUESDAY, JULY 1,
commencing at 9 o'clock A. M., and closing in season
for the noon train for Groton Junction.

The Music at the Exhibition will be performed by

Green's Quadrille Band.
The Students of past and former years, the citizens

of Groton and the neighboring towns and the public
generally are invited to be present.

GROTON, JUNE 17,1862.

From HENRY L. BROW.N'S Printing House, O'rolon Junction.'

ers, all citizens of Groton, in aid of said
Petition of George W. Bancroft, have
considered the same, and respectfully
REPORT asfolbws:-

The Committee present the facts,
about which there appears to be no dis-
pute.

The following is a copy of the Petition
of George W. Bancroft. The other peti-
tions are substantially in the same words.

To the Honorable the Senate and
House of Representatives in General
Court assembled:-

Respectfully show the undersigned, cit-
izens of Groton, in the county of Middle-
sex, that the Board of Trustees of
Lawrence Academy, in said Groton, have
suspended from the privileges of said
Academy, eight pupils who were pursuing
their studies therein, on the ground that
the said pupils attended a school at hours
not set apart for study, wherein was
taught the art and accomplishment of
dancing, and also good manners and
behavior; that said pupils attended such
school while living at home with their
parents, and under their direction, and
that they have in all things obeyed the
reasonable rules and regulations of said
Academy.

And your petitioners pray that said
Board of Trustees be prohibited, by posi-
tive law, from making any regulation or
rule, whereby pupils of good moral char-
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acter, guilty of no breach of discipline,
but demeaning themselves at all times
well, and accused of nothing but atten-
dance, in obedience to their parents'
order, at a school wherein is taught the
art and accomplishment aforesaid, shall
be excluded from the privileges of said
Academy. And as in duty bound, will
everpray.

...[Lawrence Academy] is, at present,
in a very flourishing condition, under
an able principal; and the Committee
would not intimate, as they do not enter-
tain, the least disposition to embarass its
usefulness, or censure the motives of
those who administer its affairs. They
confine themselves entirely to the expres-
sion of the opinion that the people of the
town of Groton, and of the
Commonwealth, have rights in that
academy, which require of its trustees an
inviolable conformity to the provision in
its charter [Act passed September 28,
1793,] limiting them to "reasonable
rules, orders, and by-laws." Neither that,
nor any other academy, endowed by a
town or by the State, is a private school.
They are all, to a certain extent, public
schools, established, as such, upon a
legalized basis of public policy. Their
doors cannot be closed upon the people
of the town or State, by rules or by-laws
that may have the effect of invading the
precincts of the authority of parents in
the conduct of their families; or the direc-
tion of their children, when not within

tations are "it is light" (as in daylight) and "there is
light." The four total translations for the school motto,
any one of which is correct, are:

"It is light for all"
"There is light for all"
"It shines for all"
"It shines forth for all"

The same trustees' meeting in 1862 which established
the new Academy seal also approved a design for the
first diplomas. Principal Hammond submitted two
designs to the Executive Committee which "after some
consideration and comparison of views agreed upon a
form and ordered it to be engraved."

The diplomas were first awarded in 1862 at the
Anniversary Exhibition on the close of the summer
term. These "certificates of graduation" were only given
to "those pupils of the Scientific and Ladies'
Departments who complete their course of study, or an
equivalent in amount." Diplomas were not presented to
college-bound members of the Classical Department in
1862. They were "considered as graduates when they
receive their college credentials." This rule was changed
the following year whereby "all students who complete
either course of study" received a diploma.

The ending of Principal Hammond's tenure begins
to appear in the spring and summer of 1862. Discipline
problems which should have been resolved by the prin-
cipal were handled by the board and its standing com-
mittees. Clearly, the dancing school controversy and an
assortment of less provocative discipline matters had
heightened the sensitivity and legal awareness of the
Academy community. There is no doubt that the princi-
pal was spending more time on the administration of
the school and less time in pursuit of intellectual truth
and knowledge. This imbalance would not last long for
die principal and the board of trustees. Hammond was
retained for one more year "with the understanding
that the Trustees will assent to an earlier termination of
his service, if desired by him, upon reasonable notice
being given."

Hammond had already eclipsed Caleb Butler's eight
year term of service to the Academy and was ready for a
change. It is quite likely that Monson Academy was, for
the third time in his life, actively soliciting him for its
preceptorship. Monson Academy had fallen on such
hard times that it was closed when Hammond departed
Lawrence Academy in 1863. Charles Hammond entered
upon his last fifteen years of teaching on the very spot
where his academic life began thirty-two years before.
"Where should the soldier rest but where he fought and
fell?"
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the premises or the hours of the school;
and of depriving respectable and merito-
rious pupils of the benefits of education
therein.

In order to keep the administration of
academies endowed by the Slate within
the spirit of the law, and to guard rights
which the people have in them all, the
Committee report the accompanying Bill.

By order,
CHARLES W. UPHAM

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-Nine.
ANACT

Relating to Academies Endowed by the
State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives, in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfoUows:-

The Trustees, or government, of no
academy, endowed by the Common-
wealth, shall make rules or regulations
abridging the privileges of said academy
to pupils domiciled with and under the
care of their parents or guardians, except
for offences punishable by the laws of the
Commonwealth, or misconduct while in
actual attendance at said academy, or
going to or returning from the same.

The Principal laid before the commit-
tee the case ofWardett, Pillsbury, Roberts,
Parker, Conant &Jewett, charged with
being up nearly all night at an oyster
party, with current [sic] wine, & some
of them having engaged in card-playing.
The facts were confessed, with various
degrees of aggravation or extenuation.

Voted, that in the opinion of the
Committee, they should be placed upon
extreme probation...

Minutes of the Trustees'
Examining Committee

November 15, 1861

The Principal stated that at the last
meeting of the literary society some distur-
bances took place, resulting in damage to
the furniture of the room. In view of the
occurence, he proposed the following reg-
ulations, to be in force this term.

1. That ladies are not permitted to
attend the meetings of the society.

2. That the meetings be attended only
by members, except by special license of
the Principal.

The regulations were approved.

Minutes of the Trustees'
Finance Committee

April 1, 1862

...I remember as though it were yester-
day, the enthusiasm and zeal with which
he engaged in the work of classical
instruction. Genial, energetic, and thor-
ough; these are the words that must be
used to characterize his manner in the
classroom. If it were possible to awaken
interest, he developed it; if any latent
ability lurked in the nature of his pupils,
he stirred it into action... .His prayers
were earnest and devout, his reading of
the Scripture impressive and reveren-
tial....His power was that of a pure, cul-
tivated, and honest man...He was an
excellent literary critic, as his students
sometimes found to their chagrin and
mortification, when they received back
their compositions with transverse lines
drawn through their finest passages.

Written by a student of
Principal Hammond
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I n their search for a new Principal of Lawrence
Academy, the trustees employed a seventy year old

strategy known to the school — "inspect some of the
best academies." It had worked in the past. Trustees
Smith and Bulkley were selected to visit Easthampton,
Wilbraham, Andover, Exeter and New Ipswich, schools
that were "likely to lead to knowledge of a suitable
teacher, while giving an opportunity to become
acquainted with the methods of administering such
schools."

Smith and Bulkley completed their visits to the five
academies during the fall of 1862 but found no suit-
able candidates. When the Executive Committee con-
vened in January there was an impressive candidate
presented for their consideration, Rev. William
Hutchinson, a Senior Tutor at Yale College. Smith and
Bulkley dashed off to New Haven where they not only
interviewed the candidate but also President Woolsey
and Professor Hadley of Yale College. Extended to
Hutchinson was "an invitation to become Principal of
Lawrence Academy at a salary of $1200; — $1000 in
cash, and the occupancy of the Principal's House,
rated at a rental of $200."

Hutchinson was born in Philadelphia in 1827 but
passed his early life in New Hampshire where his
father was a settled pastor. He began his collegiate
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Voted, that for ringing the bell $5 per
term be paid; — that for sweeping the
school rooms three times a week, keeping
the premises clean, and carrying water
$10 per term be paid: — that for making
and taking care of the fires $12 be paid
in the Winter Term, and .50cts per week
in the Fall and Spring Terms, during the
times for which fires may be needed.

from the minutes of the
Executive Committee, 1863

General Sherman sat in the stern,
steering with a paddle, to counteract the
inequality of the two sides. It was moon-
light, and he was in the highest spirits.
We shouted and sang; then his lame
arm gave out (he had been wounded at
the first battle of Bull Run), and I took
his place in the stern. We took our
chances as to torpedoes, and pulled
down to the fort [McAllister], General
Hazen met us on the sands, and we
went to his quarters and had supper.
Then Major Anderson, the late com-
mander of the fort, was brought in. He
and his men had fought with great gal-
lantry. His colored servant was waiting
upon us at table, and Sherman said to
him, 'Now, Robert, remember you 're a
free man; don't be afraid to speak out.'
And he was not. And as Major
Anderson was brought in, the two men,
no longer master and slave, as they had

studies at Delaware College but transferred to the
sophomore class at Yale and graduated in 1854. He
studied theology at Andover but returned to New
Haven for an M.A. degree and a position as tutor in
1857. The following year he was ordained and traveled
to Constantinople as a missionary of the American
Board of Ministers. The failing health of his wife com-
pelled them to return in 1859, whereupon he resumed
his tutorship at Yale College.

An understandable decline in enrollment at
Lawrence Academy occurred in the early 1860s as a
result of the establishment of a public high school in
Groton and the Civil War. The enrollment in 1860 was
164 students; 126 in 1861; and 114 in 1862. During the
two years of Principal Hutchinson's leadership (1863
and 1864) there were 107 and 148 scholars who called
the principal "Old Zeus," not irreverently.
Advertisements of the Academy which had not been
employed for decades were run in Boston and New
York publications during July and August, 1863 and
1864. Candidates for admission were required to pass
an examination in the following subjects: reading plain
English, spelling, writing, the general principals of
English grammar, the oudines of modern geography
and arithmetic through common fractions. The debat-
ing and literary society was named The Adelphi
Association in 1863 and The Dialectic Association in
1864. (The first order of business every year must have
been to rename the organization.) A "select
Conchological collection, superior Compound
Microscope and a Theodolite" could be found among
the "cabinets" of the Academy.

The Annual Exhibition of the Academy, held on
June 27, 1864, at the Town Hall, was a resplendent and

patriotic affair, witness the tides of the declamations
and dissertations delivered by Academy scholars: 'The
Yankee People," "The War of the Revolution and the
War of the Rebellion," "Patriotism," "Union and
Equality," "The Cause of the Union," "War" and 'The
Rise and Growdi of the American Nation." These ora-
tions were, of course, combined with the music of
Strauss, Herzog and Auber. The Worcester Band, five
musicians who were paid four dollars each and their
expenses, also waded through an aria from Puccini's
"L'Ultimo Giorno di Pompeia."

Although many sons of the Academy fought in the
Civil War, there was only one casualty. Charles R.
Prescott, a student from 1848 through 1851, served in
the 14th Regiment of the New York Volunteers. He
died on August 16, 1861, at age 25, in a hospital at
Richmond, Virginia, from wounds sustained at the first
battle of Bull Run.

Bigelow Hall

As a result of their inspections of five academies,
trustees Bulkley and Smith "urgently recommended
the consideration of the subject of dormitories" to the
Executive Committee in April, 1863. Bulkley was
requested "to visit buildings for this purpose, to pre-
pare a plan, and procure estimates of cost." Two
months later the committee consulted with the
Academy's legal counsel (trustees Richardson and
Kelly) "to ascertain what is the legal power of the
board to dispense of the funds of the Academy and
their income." The answer was rendered ("no legal
obstacle") and the trustees proceeded immediately
with the plans and erection of a dormitory building.
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Rev. William Hutchinson, Principal of the Academy
from 1863 to 1865.

Thomas W. Silloway of Boston was employed as the
architect for a fee of three percent of the total cost.
Material, labor and services fort the construction were
provided by G.S. Adams of Boston for the sum of
$7,594. The new Academy seal appears for the first
time at the end of the handwritten, seventeen page
contract for the building, dated September 22, 1863.

The new dormitory was situated between the
Academy schoolhouse and High Street (now called
Powder House Road). The stone powder house, built
by Groton Minutemen around 1774, was taken down
in 1829. It stood at the far end of High Street where
the road comes up from Main Street. In 1863 four
houses existed along the road: the current 'Dr. Green
House' built by the Reverend George Wells in 1839;
the current 'Alumni/Development House' built
around 1840; the church parsonage, built in 1844 by
the carpenter Luther Blood; and the current
'Winthrop L. Sheedy Faculty House' built around 1855
by Reverend Crawford Nightingale.

The First Parish Church, site of a multitude of
Academy functions, was erected in 1754 as die fourth
meeting house of the town. There are two remarkable
milestones in the history of diat building. The first is a
fire in the steeple and belfry caused by lightning in
1795. Among the townspeople who extinguished the
fire was a strangely superstitious group diat felt a fire
kindled by lightning could not be extinguished by
water, but could by milk. They carried buckets of milk
from neighboring dairy farms to toss on the blaze. The
second milestone for the building occured in 1839
when die entire building, which originally faced nordi,
was given a quarter turn to the west. Its horse sheds,
used by commuting Academy scholars for generations,

been two hours before, stood face to face.
It was most dramatic.

Arthur Lawrence, L.A. 1849,
grandson of Amos Lawrence,

writing about his war experiences
in 1864

...the price of board now paid by the
male students of the Academy per week
were as follows: At the Principal' house,
$5.00, with washing; at Mrs. Rowe's,
$3. 75, with washing; at Mrs. f.A.
Prichard's, $4.25, socks & handker-
chiefs only washed; at Mrs. SJ. Park's,
$2.50, with washing; fuel and lights in
all cases additional...it was unanimous-
ly

Voted, That the sum of $2.50 per
week be fixed as the maximum price to be
charged by the Trustees to the students
who should board in Bigelow Hall the
coming term, for (table) board alone.

Voted, That in accepting the resigna-
tion of Rev. Wvi. Hutchinson, the
Committee cannot repress the expression
of their deep regret at the severance of a
relation which has been so advantageous
to the school and in every respect so pleas-
ant to the Trustees.

Voted, That information having been
received that the slops from the rooms in
Bigelow Hall are not properly removed by
the steward, as was understood to be his
duty, he is requested hereafter to cause the
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slops from the rooms occupied by students
to be taken away daily and deposited in
some suitable place.

from the minutes of the
Executive Committee, 1865

The Principal informed the Committee
that after employing all other proper
means in vain to secure the obedience
and good behavior from Thomas
William Comstock, he had ordered said
Comstock, for his willfrd and obstinate
disobedience to the reasonable require-
ments of the Principal, and for tittering
slanders against the Principal, should be
expelled from the Lawrence
Academy...The Principal informed the
Committee that the said Comstock had
gone away from the school and from this
town, and that in his judgement the
good order of the Academy required that
the expulsion be approved and ordered.

from the minutes of the
Examining Committee, 1864

BIGELOWHALL
This is an elegant brick building erect-

ed for a Dormitory. It has a fine situa-
tion, commanding delightful views from
nearly every window. Each suite of rooms
consists of a study-room and two bed-
rooms, and they are furnished with every

Alfred Boliver Miller, Principal of the
Academy from 1865 to 1867.

were removed and the path past the church to the
powder house became a road known as High Street.

A special meeting of the trustees was held on
October 9th to authorize the treasurer of the Academy
"to borrow from time to time money in the name of
the Corporation for the purpose of erecting the new
building...and to give the note or notes of the
Corporation...provided that the liability...shall not
exceed the sum of $8000 in the aggregate." The
bequest of William Lawrence could not be used for
this purpose and the trustees set out "to obtain the bal-
ance from the friends of the Academy."

The name for the new building was an easy and
pleasant decision for the trustees. "A communication
was made to Hon. John P. Bigelow of Boston, asking
his permission as the representative of his family, to
give the name of 'Bigelow Hall' to the new building."
Bigelow was enchanted over this tribute to his family
and he devised a legacy of $10,000 to be paid to the
Academy ("wherein my education commenced").

Alfred Boliver Miller

Principal Hutchinson tendered his resignation to
the Executive Committee of the board in January,
1865, to take effect at the end of the present school
year. He had "received a call to become the principal
of Norwich Free Academy at Norwich, Conn." The
board would not accept Hutchinson's resignation but
they began to review candidates for the principalship
nonetheless.
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Among the candidates considered to succeed
Principal Hutchinson was a member of the Academy
faculty, Alfred Boliver Miller, and he was hired in May
when Hutchinson "informed the Committee that he
felt obliged to adhere to his determination to remove
to Norwich." Miller was a logical choice in light of his
popularity, reputation and seven year tenure at the
Academy.

Born in Chenango, New York, in 1831, Miller was
hired fresh out of Yale College by Principal Hammond
to teach mathematics at the Academy in 1855. He left
Groton two years later to assume the principalship of
Susquehanna Seminary in Binghamton, New York,
only to return to Lawrence Academy in the fall of
1859. Of course, his position as Academy librarian for
the past four years was relinquished when he became
the principal and teacher of Greek and Latin.

The annual meeting of die board of trustees on July
1, 1865, was a bittersweet event as farewells to
Hutchinson were offered through the dinner served in
Bigelow Hall under the direction of the dormitory
"steward." Board members were now trying to hire
Hutchinson back at the end of his first academic year
at Norwich — "and to make a contract with him to that
effect." All efforts failed for Hutchinson remained the
principal of Norwich Free Academy until his death
twenty years later.

Significant among the business at the annual board
meeting in July, 1866, was the acceptance of the resig-
nation of Jonathan S. Adams, treasurer of the board
since 1831. (The board was $900 in debt to him at this
time.) The formal tiianks of die board was delivered in
person to "die nurse of Dea. J.S. Adams, to be read to

him when he should awake, — he having then fallen
asleep." Elected to a vacancy on the board was Samuel
A. Green, M.D., of Boston, Academy student from
1838 to 1847. His father, Dr. Joshua Green, was elected
president of the board, his last among thirty-six years
of service to the Academy. Samuel would eclipse his
father's term by serving until 1918 — fifty-two years!

The board also decided to sell some property known
as "The French Estate" in Pepperell. It had been
donated to the Academy in the previous year and was
sold for $750.

Rev. William Pope Aiken

Principal Miller might have served a significantly
longer term as the head of the school were it not for "a
disease affecting seriously his eyesight," in the words of
the Executive Committee. By the spring of 1867 it was
necessary to secure his successor for the fall term.
Upon leaving the Academy, Miller returned to Yale as
a tutor (1868-71) and taught for a number of years in
Pittsfield (1871-74).

The trustees of the Academy also returned to Yale,
once again selecting a new principal from among die
ranks of scholars in New Haven. William Pope Aiken
was hired for a salary of thirteen hundred dollars and
the use of Brazer House. He received a raise of six
hundred dollars for his second year.

Aiken received both his BA (1853) and MA (1856)
degrees from Yale, was a tutor (1855-57), theology stu-
dent and became the ordained minister of the
Congregational church in Newington, Connecticut.

thing essential, except bedding. A superi-
or system of ventilation runs through the
entire building. A teacher rooms in the
building, and has special charge of the
occupants. A Boarding Department will
at once be organized, which will furnish
good board at cost.

There is, on the Academy premises, a
boarding-house for young ladies; and
board can also be obtained in the village,
in private families, at reasonable rates.

1864 Catalogue
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The Trustees present expressed indi-
vidually an unwillingness to continue
the school at any considerable loss, par-
ticularly as the prospects of erecting a
new building at an early day were not so
favorable as had been hoped. It appeared
that a representative of the former princi-
pal benefactors of the Academy had
promised to give as much towards erect-
ing a new building as should be
obtained from subscriptions or gifts from
other persons in all taken together: but
that subscriptions came slowly, and with
some exceptions, in small amounts. It
also appeared that some of the citizens of
Groton, belonging to the Unitarian
denomination, and influential with
their denomination in this, vicinity, had
combined to refuse aid to the erection of a
new Academy building, and to obstruct
the interests of the school.

from the minutes of the
Executive Committee, Nov. 5, 1868

Aiken arrived in Groton with a wife and four children
who may have played a critical role in the first major
disaster in the history of Lawrence Academy.

Among the rooms in the original Academy school-
house was the "Philosophical Room," added to the
building in 1846 through the generosity of William
Lawrence. Beginning in 1865 the board held their
annual meetings in the schoolhouse, breaking the long
standing precedent (since 1793) of meeting off the
campus in hotels, taverns or private homes. They could
now retire during their meetings to Bigelow Hall for
dinner; the result was an event that was more conve-
nient, less expensive and less intoxicating.

From the Philosophical Room the trustees proceed-
ed to the school rooms to witness the examinations of
the students and address them "concerning progress
and discipline" from the platform in the main room.
Prizes "consisting of appropriate books" were awarded
by Principal Aiken and the exercises were closed by a
prayer offered by Rev. Leonard Luce. The trustees pro-
ceeded to the library where they continued their meet-
ing under the sculpted stares of Amos and William
Lawrence.

The Committee of Finance reported the following
at this meeting on June 30,1868: $8,087.39 for the year
in income (tuition and investments), $8,045.68 paid
out, leaving $41.71 in the "Treasury;" $39,348. invested
in notes, secured by mortgages of real estate, "paying
interest at six per cent and over;" $18 due from Henry
P. Towne. Two debts, one for $1500 and a second for
$600, amounted to $2100. The report ended with the
innocent phrase, "besides sundry minor accounts."

Eliel Shumway was unanimously selected one of the
trustees of the Academy, fulfilling the requirement for
a resident of Groton. (He was immediately elected to
the Executive and Finance Committees.) Their agenda
complete, the trustees dissolved the annual meeting,
only to reconvene that evening for the seventy-fourth
Annual Exhibition. Perhaps the valedictory address,
entided "Success," delivered by Frank Bigelow Tarbell
of Groton, caught the trustees attention. It should
have; Frank was a very smart fifteen year old boy.

Frank Bigelow Tarbell

When Frank Bigelow Tarbell stepped out of the
Groton Town Hall on die evening of June 30, 1868, he
clutched a newly engraved diploma from Lawrence
Academy and possessed a mind set on a course of intel-
lectual distinction and "success." It is no surprise that
after three remarkable years at the Academy under the
tutelage of Miller and Aiken, Tarbell was directed to
Yale College. There he won many scholarships and
prizes, was an editor of the Yale Literary Magazine, a
member of Phi Beta Kappa, and valedictorian of the
Class of 1873. After spending the next two years in
Europe, Tarbell returned to Yale as a student (Ph.D.
1879) and teacher (Greek tutor, 1876-82; assistant pro-
fessor of Greek and logic, 1882-87). During 1888-89 he
served as the annual director of the American School
of Classical Studies at Adiens and returned in 1892 as
secretary of the school. Between those years he was an
instructor in Greek at Harvard College (1889-92).

When William Rainey Harper was accumulating the
most renowned faculty that John D. Rockefeller's
money could buy for the newly founded University of
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Chicago (1891), Tarbell was summoned to join the fac-
ulty as associate professor of Greek (1892-93) and then
as professor of archaeology (1893-1918). Tarbell was
one of the first among Americans to enter the field of
classical archaeology where he achieved distinction; his
influence on students and colleagues was profound.
College classmates wrote of him: "Indeed, he touched
life on many sides and was far removed from the dry-
as-dust scholar;" "He was about the only fellow in the
class whose intellectual superiority I acknowledged to
myself frankly and without an endeavor to compete. It
seemed to me that whatsoever he undertook to do he
accomplished in a way that put competition out of the
question."

Frank Bigelow Tarbell's life of fastidious and accu-
rate scholarship, intellectual honesty and candor,
began at Lawrence Academy; in the rooms of the sev-
enty-five year old schoolhouse that burned to the
ground on July 4, 1868, four days after his graduation,
the annual exhibition and meeting of the board of
trustees.

First Schoolhouse Burns Down

Summer vacation of the Academy commenced on
the first of July and was scheduled to last for seven
weeks. There were no students at the school, only the
children of Principal Aiken who lived in Brazer House:
Edwin (9 years old), Susan (7), Alice (4) and William
(2).

Around the middle of the afternoon of July 4th, a
fire was first seen on the roof of the south piazza of the
Academy building. It engulfed the entire building and

spread to the adjoining woodhouse which contained
twenty cords. Bigelow Hall was saved from the flames
in spite of its proximity, as were Dana and Brazer
Houses.

'The fire is supposed to have caught from the use of
firecrackers by some boys playing in the yard," stated
trustee Dr. Samuel A. Green and reiterated in the min-
utes of the special meeting of the board on July 17th.
The circumstantial evidence is compelling: the south
piazza of the schoolhouse was the side along Brazer
House and nine year old Edwin Aiken was certainly old
enough to hoist a lighted firecracker onto the roof.
The following statement appears, twenty-five years
later, in the brief history of the Academy included in
die June, 1893, issue of The Lawrencian: "The fire was
caused by a firecracker thrown upon the roof of the
building by the son of Mr. Aiken, die preceptor at that
time."

"Most of the library was saved, though damaged,
and most of the philosophical apparatus; that part of
the cabinet of minerals was lost, and most of the chem-
ical [s]..." The building was insured for $4000 with the
Fitchburg Mutual Fire Insurance Company as was the
library of over two thousand volumes insured with the
Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company for $3000.
The trustees immediately set their sights on a new
brick Academy building, established a goal of $30,000
to be raised and designated trustees Green,
Richardson, Bennett, Farnswordi, Joy and Shumway as
"a committee to prepare a circular letter, to be
addressed to the alumni and friends of Lawrence
Academy, for the purpose of raising funds."

The administration, instruction and library of the

The Academy just now needs the delib-
erate, but energetic counsels of all the
Trustees...I cannot say whether the pre-
sent principal is the fittest man we could
have. This I can say, — that his govern-
ment appears to be very good, and his
instruction appears to me to be thorough
and ample, beyond what we have had at
any time before...

Josiah K. Bennett, secretary
of the trustees, in a letter to

Samuel A. Green, April 28, 1869

The first thing was to earn more
money. I found a place as striker in the
Whitman and Miles works, where I got
$1.75 a day for swinging a sledge ham-
mer. That got me enough together so that
I felt warranted the next September in
entering Lawrence Academy, Groton. To
graduate in a year I had to take both
junior and senior recitations, but I did
it, and entered Yale in 1865 without a
condition.

...at Groton...I used to get up at three
or four o'clock in the morning, which of
course left me tired out when recitations
came. I was scrupulous about studying
Sunday nights, and went to bed one such
night at seven only to wake up early, feel-
ing much more righteous than my room-
mate, who was translating Homer. I rose
as soon as I awoke, and had been at my
own Homer an hour, when I heard
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smothered laughter from my chum's bed.
"Suppose you look at your watch," he

said.
It was not yet midnight, and I had

studied Sunday night after all.
That year at Groton was enjoyable

and profitable. The principal, William
Hutchinson, was the only teacher I ever
had whom I recognize as having done
much for me personally. He was in many
ways the best specimen of manhood I had
ever come in contact with, and he raised
my ideals, not only of scholarship, but of
intellectual grasp and moral tone. I felt
that, whatever his original limitations, a
boy could become about any sort of a
man he had the ambition to make him-
self and that it was worth while to aim
high. If I could have held to the ideals
with which I went away from Groton I
should at least have been saved a good
many things that I regret. It is a great
thing to have such an influence over oth-
ers as Mr. Hutchinson had upon me
and, I think, upon all the members of the
senior class, which was under his imme-
diate instruction.

As a teacher his work was unequal. I
afterward found my Latin so full of
flaws that I have always suspected his;
and he did not know enough of mathe-
matics to know that he kneiu nothing of
it — even we boys smiled indulgently at
his attempts to cover up his ignorance of
algebra. But in Greek he was a master,
not only in detail, but in spirit, for he

Academy were moved into Bigelow Hall beginning
with the fall term, 1868. Fewer than thirty students
enrolled yet it was still difficult to operate the school
entirely in the new dormitory building. "There had
been some disagreement between the Principal and
the Steward [of Bigelow Hall] & his wife," noted the
Executive Committee. The treasurer expressed the
opinion that the school would close the year "with a
loss of about $1000 out of capital, if continued with the
present prospects."

The trustees remained calm and steadfast, opining
that "the school was well instructed, perhaps never bet-
ter," and continued operations in spite of "rumors pre-
vailing in the community that the school was to be
suspended at the end of the current Winter Term" — a
term which totaled twenty-eight students. Only eighty-
two students attended the Academy during the entire
year after the fire.

The rumors turned out to be correct, albeit a term
later than expected, and in June, 1869, the trustees
voted to suspend the operations of the Academy "after
the expiration of the present school-year." Donations

for the erection of a new school building were coming
in slowly and the trustees once again consulted their
legal counsel (Kelly and Norcross) to determine if
either of the William Lawrence funds could be
employed for such a purpose. (If the answer had been
"no" in 1863 concerning Bigelow Hall, why would it be
any different at this time concerning a new school
building?) The lawyers "concluded that the Trustees
cannot legally apply the principal of the gifts to the
purposes contemplated; nor the interest accruing
therefrom."

Enmity in the town, rock-bottom enrollment, no
school building, restricted endowment money and sus-
pended operations; these were among the issues dis-
cussed by the board when it met for its annual meeting
on June 25, 1869. It was "Voted, that the Trustees take
immediate measures to procure the erection of a suit-
able Academy building, within the current school
year." Their vision for the Academy and a new school
building was rubicund and sanguine. Unfortunately, it
would take almost two years before the building was
complete and the Academy reopened.
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loved the language and the lines. We
really went to Yale too well fitted in
Greek, for the first term was spent in lis-
tening to drill of the rest of the class in
what was familiar to us, and I for one
grew careless.

I had no instruction at Groton out-
side of mathematics and classics....When
it came to commencement parts Mr.
Hutchinson suggested to me as a subject
Washington Irving, and was quite dis-
gusted that I had never read a line of his
writings.

However, the academy had a pretty
good library, and tho I did not happen to
hit upon Washington Irving, I read a
great deal that year. I recollect buying in
Boston before I entered the academy sec-
ond-hand copies of Euclid and of
Shakespere. That old leather-covered
Shakespere printed from worn-out plates
was a great delight to me. Poetry pure
and simple I had never supposed I had a
taste for, but while browsing in the
library I picked up Scott's Lady of the
Lake, and became so interested in it that
I read the rest of Scott's poems, and
finally ran over the entire twenty-one big
double-columned volumes of Chalmer's
English Poets, not reading everything,
but reading considerable and getting
quite a bird's-eye view of English verse.

We used to get something out of the
"Dialectic," which met, I think, every
week, and where we debated and read
essays. There was some good honest work

there, of which I have since felt the bene-
fit.

We suffered, however, from lack of
criticism, our standards not being of the
highest. For commencement I chose for a
subject Abraham Lincoln, who had just
been assassinated, and produced what
seemed to me and to my friends at home
a masterpiece. George S. Boutwell, then a
member of Congress, lived in Groton and
attended the graduating exercises. I recol-
lect that I felt sorry for him because he
went out before it came my turn.

Charles William Bardeen
Lawrence Academy 1864 -1865





1869 -1880 The New Schoolhouse

The "Memorial Soliciting Aid in Rebuilding
Lawrence Academy" was published and distribut-

ed in December, 1868. The town of Groton and the
city of Boston were the two main areas designated for
the fund-raising campaign. It was not until the fall of
1869 that significant subscriptions began to come
forth; $2500 from residents of Groton, secured
through the efforts of Alden Warren, the blacksmith in
town and "also agent for the most reliable Insurance
Companies, both Mutual and Stock." $2100 was
pledged from Bostonians through the initiative of Dr.
Green. Eventually more than $10,000 was raised
through the subscriptions of over 125 friends, alumni
and trustees of the Academy.

The most popular suggestion for the site of the new
Academy building was at the location of Dana House
so it would "front on the common as well as on the
Main Street." Dana house would be moved to a posi-
tion "southerly of Bigelow Hall, making at the same
time important repairs upon it." Throughout the fall
of 1869 the trustees often inspected the grounds of the
Academy; they walked from point to point, gesturing,
discussing and visualizing the possibilities. Their opti-
mism was admirable considering that they had raised
less than one-half the projected cost of a new Academy
building.
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Stereopticon picture looking north along the iron gates of the Academy with Dana House on the right. Ca. 1870.
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A majority of the trustees favored the removal of
Dana House for the site of the new building; they also
voted that the new building be constructed of brick
with granite trim and "pressed brick" on the outside
courses of the walls. They left it to the fund-raising
committee to determine the site.

By February, 1870, the plans and designs of two
architects were being considered by the board:
Thomas W. Silloway, who had designed Bigelow Hall,
and Henry M. Francis of Fitchburg, an Academy stu-
dent in 1857 and 1858. A large group of trustees took
the plans to Amos Adams Lawrence in Boston. The
group included Amos' cousin, Dr. Green. The two
were close personal friends and frequent travel com-
panions. In addition, Green's modier, Eliza, cared for
Amos after die death of his modier; the boys were sur-
rogate brothers.

"Upon a short examination, [Lawrence] expressed a
preference for a front elevation by Mr. Francis, having
a two-fold projection in the middle, with two main
doors, side by side, and two small cupolas." There is
no doubt he was impressed with the magnitude of the
project and the earnest persuasion of his cousin. Law-
rence pledged $3500 towards the building, thereby
becoming the largest subscriber. The 'lamp of knowl-
edge' in the Academy seal was rekindled by the grand-
son of Deacon Samuel Lawrence and die son of Amos
Lawrence.

A building committee was chosen consisting of
trustees Shumway, Joy and Bennett and the board
unanimously voted to erect the building on die site of
the former schoolhouse. Construction was begun in
April, 1870, but a drama soon unfolded concerning

the contractor, John B. Wood, who was "pecuniarily
embarrassed by reason of losses occasioned by delays &
odier causes." He had not paid his workmen $800 and
"they were likely to attempt to secure their unpaid
wages by enforcing their liens on the new Academy
building." The contractor "craved the aid of the
trustees, by loan or otherwise, to prevent cost and com-
plications." The work to date was "very satisfactory"
which encouraged the trustees to solve the problem.
"After ascertaining how much was due to workmen for
which die property of die corporation could be held,"
the trustees paid off the claims and charged diem to
Mr. Wood.

The trustees borrowed f 1500 in December from the
Townsend Bank, to be repaid in two months. Amos
Lawrence had not yet "paid in his contribution...but
[it] was expected to be received in season to meet diis
note when it should become due." Later in the same
month the trustees borrowed $550 at 7% interest,
"payable on demand," from Peter Shumway. Both of
these loans paid for materials and labor for the new
building, and a separate "brick privy building."
Additional notes were issued by die trustees to die con-
tractor in April, 1871, for $1500 at seven per cent, "the
principal being payable on demand," and to the lum-
ber company for $1000. The carpenter, Luther Blood,
was given a note for $1000 and $1,158.61 in cash, for
his services and materials. The total cost for the new
building, including furnishings (furnaces, furniture,
insurance, lightning rods) was $24,000.

The Academy Reopens

The schoolhouse was very close to completion by

...There were free schools in the last
century as well as now, limited by law in
the range of studies in which instruction
is provided. There are indeed now free
high schools in Groton and in some of the
adjoining towns; but instruction in some
branches desirable is not yet adequately
provided for in them, nor is such provi-
sion likely to be made at present. The
Academy has still Us appropriate sphere,
as well as the public High School. Public
economy and the interests of thorough and
extensive education all seem to require
that the funds of such institutions should
be kept sacred to the uses for which they
were bestowed, and that provision should
be made, if possible, that their utility may
reach a large number of pupils.

The Trustees, therefore, having already
assurances that the contribution of moder-
ate sums by as many as possible of the
friends of the Academy will be proportion-
ably augmented by representatives of for-
mer benefactors, invite all who wish well
to the institution and to the objects for
which it was founded, to subscribe such
sums as their means and liberality may
dictate, to be expended in erecting and
furnishing a new Academy building, cost-
ing from twenty-five to thirty thousand
dollars, to be of brick or stone, and of suf-
ficient architectural merit to be an orna-
ment and a credit not only to the town of
Groton, but to the whole neighborhood of
towns and villages around, and to be
suited to the probable requirements of the
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Academy for educational exercises for a
century to come.

from the "Memorial Soliciting
Aid in Rebuilding Lawrence
Academy," December, 1868.

...As a lad of five years, I saw my
father, treasurer-trustee [Richard P. Joy],
enter the burning building to rescue the
contents of the safe.

...My memory goes back to the years
when I traversed Middlesex County with
my father in his one-horse shay, calling
at every house where lived a man or
woman who might be persuaded to help
build the Academy.

James Richard Joy
Class of 1881

I am inclined to think Mr. Fletcher
will do well at the head of our Academy.
He is quick, gentlemanly in his manners,
dresses becomingly, seems to be free from
irritable tendencies, and appears to know
how to live according to his means.

Josiah K. Bennett, secretary
of the trustees, in a letter to

Samuel A. Green, March 9, 1871

the morning of March 29, 1871. The Building
Committee, trustees Shumway, Joy and Bennett, and a
small crowd that assembled spontaneously for the
event, eagerly watched as the new Academy bell was
raised to the north tower of the building. Weighing
504 lbs. exclusive of fixtures, it was cast by Blake and a
gift to the trustees by Ephraim Sawtelle, a resident of
Groton. The position of the bell in the belfry was
determined by the Building Committee which bur-
lesquely gestured from the ground to the precariously
balanced workers in the tower. Finally set in place and
visible from the main street of the village, the Academy
bell rang two days later to summon fifty-eight students
to the first day of the spring term.

As the students explored the new schoolhouse for
the first time, they discovered the following interior
design. On the first floor were the principal's room,
library room, chemical laboratory, philosophical room
("with good facilities for illustrating the various sci-
ences taught") and two students' dressing rooms. The
second floor was divided into two large school rooms
— "one for young men and one for young women."
The third floor was divided into rooms of various sizes
for recitation and music. The interior of the building
was "furnished throughout in hard wood...attractive
and convenient."

The library of the new building became the favorite
and only meeting place for the board of trustees from
1871 until 1899. It was an inspirational setting: the bust
of Amos Lawrence on the south side of die room; die
bust of William Lawrence on the north. Portraits of
Caleb Butler (added in 1876, a gift of his daughter,
Mrs. Frances Brooks) and William Lawrence bedecked
the north wall. On the east wall, saved from the fire in

1868, hung the historical compendium by N.D. Gould.
The cabinet of medals, conchological collection, and
mineralogical cabinet and almost three thousand
books completed the furnishings. The intellectual and
historical traditions of Lawrence Academy were well
served by this library, not to mention elderly trustees
who could nap in a corner armchair, dozing over a
copy of Virgil.

Rev. James Fletcher

Principal Aiken and his family departed the
Academy in June, 1869, but not until he tried to per-
suade the trustees to keep the school open. He
preached in Vermont for a number of years and died in
1884. His son, Edwin, who attended the Academy for
one year before he burned it down, graduated from
Yale College (1881) and Yale Divinity School (1884).

As the new building was financed, designed and
constructed, the trustees diligently searched for a new
principal. By December, 1870, diey had sifted through
"the testimonials and evidence in their possession" and
their choice was Professor Henry D. Buckham of
Waterbury, Connecticut. He was offered $1500, the use
of Brazer House and one half die tuition fees in excess
of fifty scholars. It was an attractive contract especially
if die professor could promote the school and enlarge
die enrollment. The professor declined the principal-
ship, a first in die history of the Academy; and he did it
by telegram.

Unruffled and not bemused, the trustees considered
die next candidate, Charles H. Chandler, principal of
St. Johnsbury Academy in Vermont. Rev. L.R. Phillips,
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chairman of the Examining Committee, journeyed to
Vermont "to make inquiries." Mr. Chandler visited the
Academy, meeting with several members of the board
who concluded that he lacked "sufficient force and
dignity of bearing to make him a suitable principal for
the Academy precisely at this juncture and critical peri-
od of its existence."

Josiah Bennett traveled to Danvers, Massachusetts,
to interview the principal of the public high school,
James Fletcher, and to observe his classroom. The
report was favorable although "his discipline might
perhaps be objected to as hardly strict enough... [his]
room did not appear to be so quiet as might be
desired." Nevertheless, Fletcher was hired less than a
month before the Academy reopened; his salary was
$1300, the use of Brazer House and one half tuition in
excess of fifty students. The new principal nominated
an instructor for mathematics and science, and a pre-
ceptress. The instructor received a salary of $700 and
the use of a suite of rooms in Bigelow Hall; the precep-
tress was paid $600 a year.

James Fletcher was born in Acton, 1823, and fitted
for college at Leicester and New Ipswich Academies.
After graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth in
1843, Fletcher studied for the ministry at Andover
Theological Seminary and settled in Danvers as pastor
of the Maple Street Congregational Church where he
remained for fifteen years. His voice failing, Fletcher
became principal of Holton High School in 1864. In
spite of the fact that he was a distant second choice for
the principalship of Lawrence Academy, the trustees
were confident in his moral and intellectual character
and Fletcher became "a fountain of versatile and ami-
able culture" for the Academy.

Emeritus Principal Rev. Charles Hammond
dedicated the new Academy schoolhouse in
1871.

There is need, then, not only of the
continued existence of the best Academies
of New England, but of their great
enlargement and improvement. They are
needed to supply that lack of the best cul-
ture which the heal schools of the rural
sections of the country can never supply.
They are needed as places of resort for
training the best minds of both the city
and country under certain influences,
which few purely local schools can have
under the best of circumstances. They are
needed to prepare for the Colleges the best
material to make good scholarship, much
of which is found among the hill towns
of New England...

Rev. Charks Hammond, 1868

...what topic can be more appropriate
for us than to consider some of the condi-
tions on which the future prosperity of
this institution must depend?

...Although an academy is a private
school in the legal sense, yet its uses
are wholly and altogether public. Its aim
is not the benefit of one locality only and
exclusively: its domain of influence and
patronage is unlimited and universal.

...the founders of this Academy had as
good reason to be satisfied with what they
did in their times and with their means
for education, as we have with all our
boasted outlay in splendid buildings and
apparatus.
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...The plan of administration long ago

adopted at Exeter and doubtless the best

for that institution — to admit no one

who does not intend to pursue a course of

study preparatory for college, — has

never been established here.

...The relation of this seminary to pop-

ular education deserves special attention.

It is certain that the founders and early

patrons of this class of schools regarded

the service rendered in preparing teachers

of common schools for their work as one

of their most important functions.

...The history of popular education in-

cludes mare than what relates to school arch-

itecture or the increase of teachers wages;

it embraces improvements in the courses

and methods of instruction. But this part

of the history of American education is as

yet in a great measure unwritten.

...The academy ought not to do the

work which may be done better by schools

of a lower grade...[the Trustees] will not

overlook, I am sure, the intimate relation

of the Academy to the town of Groton,

especially when we consider the new posi-

tion of hope and promise in which the

institution stands to-day.

...This noble building, on this match-

less site, for the use of the Academy, and

that fine structure designed for the use of

the public schools, erected simultaneously,

are both in happy accordance with the his-

torical associations, the same culture, and

the natural beauty of this peerless old

town.

Dedication and Re-Dedication

The new building was dedicated on June 29, 1871,
and the event was also described as the "Re-
Dedication of Lawrence Academy." The trustees
designed an order of exercises for the occasion that
was distinctly multi-denominational. Rev. Oliver Ayer,
pastor of the Baptist Church in Groton, read the scrip-
tures. Rev. J.M.L. Babcock, pastor of the Unitarian
Church in Groton, delivered an address. The dedica-
tory prayer was evoked by Rev. J.K. Aldrich of the
"Orthodox Church" in Groton. The Academy choir
sang an original dedicatory hymn written for the occa-
sion by alumnus and secretary of the board, Josiah K.
Bennett. Bennett also formally presented the keys to
the president of the board, George Cummings. A
familiar man clad in academic gown stepped to the
podium at this point in the program. It was not the
current secretary of the Board of Education of
Massachusetts, Joseph White; he had respectfully
declined the invitation of the board (their second
rejection in four months). It was Emeritus Principal
Rev. Charles Hammond who greeted the applause
and smiles from the audience.

Hammond delivered a eloquent speech that merged
the history of the Academy with the inveterate debate
concerning public high schools versus private
academies. The topic was not new to Hammond — he
was the champion of support for the academies. He
had engaged in this philosophic and intellectual argu-
ment for decades, exchanging speeches and essays
with a rival named George S. Boutwell. Hammond
intellectually consecrated the new Academy building;
the sacred flame of the lamp of knowledge was sus-
tained; the spirit of the school invigorated.

The annual catalogue, which had not appeared
since 1868, was once again published in the fall of
1871. It featured a frontispiece of the new school
building (as seen from the northwest), prominently
nestled between Bigelow Hall and Brazer House.
Fashionably attired ladies with umbrellas and top-hat-
ted gentlemen with walking sticks adorn the elm tree-
shaded campus. This cultivated scene is further
embellished with a horse drawn carriage in the fore-
ground, moving along Main Street. The steel engrav-
ing was commissioned by the trustees and executed by
Thomas Chubbuck of Springfield, Massachusetts.

Chubbuck also designed a new Academy diploma
which featured his etching of the campus. The copper
plate engraving used to reproduce diplomas was
destroyed in "the great fire at Boston" in 1874. The
graduates of 1874 did not receive their diplomas at the
close of the examination, as is customary, because they
were not ready and had to be forwarded in August.

The catalogue boasted an enrollment of 108 "ladies
and gentlemen" who studied in either the Classical or
Scientific and English Departments. Designed for stu-
dents whose formal education ended at the Academy,
this newly entitled course of study focused on prepara-
tion for many careers, especially teaching, business or
industry. The description of the new building in the
catalogue is unassuming and brief: "The new brick
building, dedicated in June, is located upon the old
site, is well furnished and ventilated, and is happily
meeting the expectations of the generous patrons who
contributed towards its erection."

Principal Fletcher instituted monthly written exami-
nations and report cards in 1871. The catalogue states,
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Steel engraving commissioned by the trustees and executed by Thomas Chubbuck in 1871. The new school building (as seen
from the northwest) is prominently nestled between Bigelow Hall and Brazer House.
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...In times to come, as in those gone by,
there will be many who will rejoice "to rise
and build," in addition to the beautiful
structure we consecrate today. The
patrons, trustees and teachers of former
days are passing away; but their works
remain; and their example of faith and
devotion will be forever. Their memory
will be cherished by the pupils that shall
throng these halls, and look out, as we so
often have, upon this far-reaching, ravish-
ing landscape, from this "beautiful
Mount Zion of the mind," so beautiful for
situation, the joy of generations past, and
to be the joy of generations long to come.

Rev. Charles Hammond
from the address delivered at

the Dedication of the Academy,
June 29, 1871

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.
Provision is made for three courses of

instruction, the details of which are

The Classical Course, preparatory for
College, includes little more than the
studies required for admission to the aca-
demic course of the best colleges in this
country.

The Classical and Scientific Course
comprehends all the higher branches of a
complete English education, with such
instruction in Latin and the Modern
Languages as seems to be demanded by

"A monthly record of rank and deportment is forward-
ed to the parents and guardians, upon cards, which
they are requested to examine and sign, and return to
the Principal." Enrollment increased to 146 students in
1872 and to 145 in 1873.

The occasion of the annual meeting of the board of
trustees in 1873 was a feminist milestone. When the
trustees "repaired to Bigelow Hall and sat down to din-
ner provided by the Steward," the preceptress and four
other "ladies," all invited of course, dined with the
trustees, principal and teacher of mathematics. It was
the first time in eighty years that women dined with
the trustees at any of dieir meetings. Was this unprece-
dented repast the result of the Academy anniversary or
the pulchritude of the preceptress, Miss Fannie H.
Hatch? And to think that fifteen years ago two of these
trustees, Rev. Leonard Luce and Abijah Edwin
Hildredi, had sustained the dismissal of eight students
for attending dancing classes.

Nathan N. Brown, who for eight years was the stew-
ard of Bigelow Hall, retired in 1873. He was replaced
by his brother, Andrew, who supplied all the necessary
cooking, cleaning and maintenance for Bigelow Hall
although he lived in Dana House. The hall was super-
vised by the "resident Instructor, authorized to incul-
cate good manners at the common table and directed
to enforce the rules of the building."

During these years, a son the Academy (1836),
William Barrett Washburn, presided over the common-
wealth as its governor. He was born in Winchendon
and graduated from Yale College, after which he pur-
sued a successful career in manufacturing, banking
and politics. He was a founder of the Republican party

in Massachusetts and served in the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1863 until 1871 when he was
elected governor. He resigned in 1874 when he was
elected to die U. S. Senate.

Eliel Shumway Ball

When he moved into Bigelow Hall as its "resident
Instructor" in the fall of 1874, Eliel Shumway Ball
already knew his way around the Academy and the dor-
mitory — he had been an Academy student from 1865
to 1869, commuting from his home and birthplace in
Townsend until his last year at school when he lived in
Bigelow Hall. Ball graduated from Dartmouth College
in 1874, and "possessing recommendations of a high
order of merit was selected Teacher of Madiematics &
Natural Sciences, witfi a salary of $900 per annum."

Laura Sophia Watson also joined the faculty in the
fall of 1874 for $650 a year as preceptress and teacher
of the English branches, French and drawing. Miss
Watson began her education at St. Johnsbury Academy
in Vermont, and graduated with distinction from Mt.
Holyoke Seminary in 1871. Attractive, intelligent, artis-
tic and powerful, Miss Watson remained on the faculty
of Lawrence Academy until 1879. She then traveled to
Europe and returned to America as the president of
Albert Lea College for women in Minnesota. During
her years as a teacher in the midwest she received
Ph.B. and M.A. degrees from Wesleyan University in
Bloomington, Illinois. Miss Watson returned to her
alma mater, St. Johnsbury Academy, as preceptress
until the trustees of Abbot Academy brought her to
Andover as principal in 1892. During her six years at
Abbot, Principal Watson created a solid college
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Eliel Shumway Ball, Class of 1868 and Principal from
1877 to 1881.

preparatory program for young women eager to fur-
ther their formal education. Greek, modern literature,
science and mathematics were added to the Abbot cur-
riculum by Principal Watson before she "gave it up" in
1898. She never taught again but chose to travel exten-
sively and continue formal academic work in Leipzig,
Oxford, Rome and Athens.

Few significant events occurred during the tenure of
Principal Fletcher; the Academy bumped along with
an average annual attendance of fewer than one hun-
dred students. Tuition fees reached eight dollars per
term for the Classical Department in 1876. Room and
board in Bigelow Hall were four dollars per week (with
a seventy-five cent discount if you were away on the
weekends). The trustees shortened the academic year
to thirty-nine weeks and a new piano "from the manu-
factory of Chickering & Sons" was donated to the
school.

Hard Times

The subtle decline in enrollment continued
dirough the decade. There were fewer dian ninety stu-
dents each year until 1879 when there were 101.
(Maximum enrollment was placed at 200 students per
year; a constraint that would never be tested.) Fewer
scholars and boarders each year resulted in less rev-
enue while operating expenses increased. The
Committee of Finance reported a nearly one thousand
dollar deficit for the year ended June, 1877. The prin-
cipal of the "Larger Lawrence Fund" stood at $30,000
while the "Lesser Lawrence Fund" suffered a default
and stood at only $4,350. Interest was overdue in this
fund, a problem which "obliged the trustees to take on

our most careful and enlightened educa-
tors. It has been planned xoith reference
to the wants of a class of students who
are unable to spend the time and money
requisite for a liberal or university edu-
cation, and who yet find it practical to
spend a longer time in study than the
preparatory course demands. It is also
specially adapted to the requirements of
persons of either sex desiring to become
professional teachers. Considerable
prominence has been given to the ele-
ments of mechanics, in the hope that the
mechanical and manufacturing inter-
ests of this part of our country may
before long have the benefit of a class of
mechanics, capable of producing as well
as of interpreting accurate working
drawings of machinery, architectural
structures, bridges, roads, and the mani-
fold and increasing subjects of agricul-
tural engineering. The same course is
intended to qualify young men for pure-
ly commercial occupations.

The English Course is designed for
those who are unable or unwilling to
prepare for College, or to pursue the
Classical and Scientific Course.

1871 Catalogue
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Boys! A correspondent calls attention
to the fact that the boys of Lawrence
Academy are very rude in and about the
depot of Groton and in the cars. We
remember when similar complaints were
made in Master Hammond's time. The
evil was remedied.

from The Groton Public Spirit
April 22, 1872

... the quality and style of instruction
is intended to be hereafter equal to that of
the Phillips Academies at Exeter and
Andover, without being limited to a sin-
gle sex.

from The Groton Public Spirit
March 23, 1871

...Rev. James Fletcher was the princi-
pal and headmaster, and a Miss Davis
had charge of the young ladies' depart-
ment. The instructor of French came up
every, other day through the week from
Boston, and as I remember he was a reg-
ular Frenchman from France, a most
courteous man. At that time we had some
108 scholars.... Well, I am very glad to
say that all the boys that went there to
school turned out smart business men
but one. That poor boy could not or
would not study hard enough to learn
anything, but he was always a good boy
to work at anything but his lessons at

account of nonpayment of interest...real estate in
Somerville valued at three thousand dollars." The
trustees were struggling with more than the erosion of
principal and decline of revenues. Notes of the
Academy Corporation, "given in order to pay for the
construction, apparatus and necessary expenses in
maintaining the school," totaled $8,442.27. The trea-
surer, Eliel Shumway, was thanked by the trustees "for
the able and efficient manner in which he has man-
aged the financial affairs of the Institution through the
hard times." Hard times? The trustees ended their
meeting with a vote to paint the Brazer and Dana
Houses and repair the fence on the north side of die
Academy grounds.

Principal Fletcher resigned at the end of the sum-
mer term, 1877. After delivering the valedictory ora-
tion, Edward James Sartelle of Townsend, presented
"an elegant silver tea service to the retiring principal,
to whom it was a complete surprise, but who neverthe-
less responded in a few well chosen words evincing
much depth of feeling at being so kindly remembered
by his pupils."

Fletcher continued to teach after departing
Lawrence Academy. He was engaged at the Burr and
Burton Seminary in Manchester, Vermont, before
returning to Acton where he became a prominent
local citizen: chairman of the school committee, origi-
nal library trustee and author (Acton in History, 1890).
After his death in 1893, an article in the Lawrencian
remembered him with affection and regard: "To this
ancient school, in 1871, he brought bright scholarship,
winning manners and a lovable personality. His years
of service here have left memories that time cannot
easily efface, reminding one of Tennyson's lines: 'Our

echoes roll from soul to soul, And go forever and for-
ever.' Such is the high privilege of the teacher."

Into Fletcher's large shoes stepped Eliel Shumway
Ball, elevated from his position of teacher to the prin-
cipalship. Possessing "executive ability, self-control and
a ready command of his learning," Prinr'^al Ball rep-
resented continuity for the Academy and the promo-
tion of its heritage.

In 1877 a fourth year was added to the course of
study in the Classical Department and described as
"supplementary, intended to complete a thorough
preparation for either course at Harvard College."
(The two courses were the College or the Lawrence
Scientific School, opened in 1847 with an initial dona-
tion of fifty thousand dollars from Abbott Lawrence.)
The fall term included "Ovid, Herodotus, Natural
Philosophy and Physical Geography". Studies in
"Cicero, Ovid, Chemistry or Astronomy and Analytic
Geometry" distinguished the winter term. "Reviews,
Botany, Greek Prose Composition and Latin Prose
Composition" were cerebrated in die summer term. It
was not until ten years later in 1887 that Greek was
dropped as an absolute requirement for entrance to
Harvard.

James Lawrence, the grandson of Abbott Lawrence
and a resident of Groton, became a trustee of the
Academy in 1876. Although he was not an alumnus of
the school, James represented the fourth generation of
the family as trustee and benefactor. During his first
year on the board he made a valuable addition of new
books to the library; in 1878 he "bought and gave to
the Academy a full equipment for a gymnasium."
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The Student's Aid

The student newspaper was resurrected November
27, 1877, with the publication of The Student's Aid.
Charging ten cents for the first issue, the editors quick-
ly dropped the price to five cents, "thus placing the
paper within the immediate reach of all." After the sec-
ond issue on March 12, 1878, the format was changed
from a newspaper (folio sheets) to a more durable
booklet (pamphlet). Twelve volumes of The Student's
Aid were published through June, 1891, one issue at
the end of each term. The covers featured a copy of
the Chubbuck etching of the campus, reproduced by
S.P. Hodgdon. Ranging in length from sixteen to thirty
pages, the publication was a curious combination of
school newspaper, informal catalogue, alumni bulletin
and yearbook. Proceeds from the papers were donated
to "the lecture fund." The decorous prose and ornate,
romantic poetry that characterized previous student
newspapers is less dominant. Essays such as "The
Immensity of the Universe," "Railway Sights" and "Our
Arctic Explorers" are combined with humor, alumni
profiles and historical articles, many of which were
contributed by alumni and trustees.

The Class of 1878 was the first to write a history of
itself and an article entitled, "Prophecies.-June, 1915."
This class of students looked beyond their books and a
limited vision of the world. They looked at themselves
and wrote about it. Five boys graduated from the
Classical Department and matriculated at Harvard,
Yale, Dartmouth, Amherst and Brown.

Harder Times

The operating deficit improved in 1878; expenses
exceeded revenues by only $259.61. Unfortunately, the
overall debt incurred by the Corporation increased to
$9,601.88. The board was worried enough to vote "that
a committee be appointed to see whether the condi-
tions & spirit of the will of Mr. Lawrence has been vio-
lated by the indebtedness incurred." Were there too
many ministers on the board and not enough business-
men? At this point in the financial drama of Lawrence
Academy one might be inclined to say yes.

The following year the trustees sold real estate in
Boston at 12 Ashburton Place. This transaction was the
foreclosure of a large mortgage and represented a loss
to the funds of the Academy of about $3000. The debt
of the Corporation now stood at $10,701.88 and the
trustees voted "to employ suitable persons to see what
can be done to increase the funds of the Academy."
The following year the deficit was only $818.65; debt in-
creased to $11,101.88. Hard times were getting harder.

Shortly after the winter term in 1880 commenced,
the two children of Principal Ball contracted diphthe-
ria. An article in The Student's Aid reported: "...[the
principal] was obliged to leave his duties in the class-
room, and to assume those of a careful, loving, and
ever-watchful father over the forms of his dear ones in
the sick chamber." Both small children died. The prin-
cipal and his wife, Ella F. (Sawin), barely survived die
same illness. The Academy community and town
mourned the tragedy, and the students observed that
their principal was "...bearing his severe trial with the
patience and fortitude of a true Christian. It is not a
mark of God's anger, but of his love."

school. Consequently he never got very
far at anything. He was always good
with the pick and shovel and it was hard
to beat him when it came time to get up
and cut up a big woodpile, and have
heard some say he was good with a
scythe, also in the hayfield and on the
farm in the spring no one could beat him
loading the big manure carts, but to
work hard at his books that thing never
entered his head, so I give this out to the
boys in the school, and listen, let it sink
in. Take hold of your books, study hard,
work at them as if you loved it. Dig, dig,
dig and then dig some more for all the
learning you can gel, then you can do
something, and then you know that you
know how to do something. The you can
gel somewhere in the world, besides saw-
ing up a big woodpile, for they have
machines to do that now.

Author unknown

DEPARTMENTS. — The classical
department is under the immediate super-
vision of the principal, and is broad
enough to meet the demands of any college
in the United States. The regular course
in this department occupies three years. A
fourth year is added for those who are fit-
ting for Harvard College, and it is
believed that a young man of talent, after
taking this course could enter the sopho-
more class of some colleges, though this is



144 1869 -1880

not advised, for, though one might enter
college in this way and take a good posi-
tion, yet our course does not furnish a fall
equivalent for the first year in college. The
principal and trustees are determined to
make this department fully up with the
times, and thorough.

RELIGION. — While the trustees at
the present time are believers in the
Evangelical faith, and endeavor, by pre-
cept and example, to lead their pupils to
Christian living, yet the school is wholly
unsectarian, and any preference for one
denomination above another is forbidden
by its by-laws.

EDUCATION. — An education such
as is offered here is not only desirable, it
is almost a necessity to a young person
who expects to have influence in the
world. Parents, remember that the world
has moved since you were young, and
what was then considered a good educa-
tion, and was acquired only by the few, is
now almost universal in New England.
The leaders of society, the prominent ones
in business, must have something more
now. You can leave no legacy to your
children so valuable as a good educa-
tion; which will open wide to them doors
to all wealth, and honor, and prosperity:
and without which they will always feel
cramped, and often be excluded from the
highest degree of success.

Physically recovered but emotionally destroyed,
Principal Ball presided over the examinations and
graduation exercises in June. Out of fifteen members
of the graduating Class of 1880, four completed the

Classical course, matriculating at Harvard, Yale and
Dartmouth. The matriculant at Harvard was Robert
Heberton Terrell — the first black graduate of
Lawrence Academy.
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LA WHENCE ACADEMY
LECTURE COURSE

...The next lecture was by Prof. E.T.
Quimby, of Dartmouth College, on the
subject, "The Telephone and the
Telegraph. "A wire was run from the lec-
ture-room to the principal's study, and by
means of the Telephone quite an animat-
ed discussion was carried on between the
two places.

... The last lecture of this term was
delivered in the town hall, by Hon. Mr.
Long, on the subject "Social Statistics."
Mr. Long made the alarming statement
that there was a surplus of over sixty-
three thousand women in the state of
Massachusetts, this backed by several
other statements so wrought on the feel-
ings of some of the audience in the back
seats that they were seen rapidly depart-
ing. However, Mr. Long gave a great
deal of valuable information which we
should do well to remember.

fromThe Student's Aid
March 12, 1878

History of the Class of '78.
The class of '78 began to exist as a

class at the commencement of the spring
term of 1878, although its members
entered at a much earlier date. It consists
of eleven members, whose ages range
between sixteen and twenty-three, and
whose talents are innumerable. One

graduates in the classical and scientific
course, five in the English, and five in
the classical. Two are preparing them-
selves for lawyers, one for a physician,
five for making great havoc among men's
hearts and to secure as high positions in
life as possible. The class has adopted for
its motto, Non Solum Nobis," and for its
color, pale pink. All have made great
strides in the pursuit of knowledge, as
would naturally be expected, under such
guidance as Lawrence Academy affords.

The pupils of the academy deeply
regret the departure of the preceptress,
Miss Watson...The happy times passed
under her kind superintendence, at the
academy, will ever linger in the hearts of
her pupils as sweet and tender memories
of by-gone days.

The masters have endeavored to enjoy
themselves on the new playground, which
was cleared for us, but its limits are so
contracted that a ball could be thrown
from end to end of it quite easily, and we
earnestly unite in a plea for a larger
play-ground.

from The Student's Aid
November 26, 1878
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Lawrence Academy
Entrance Examination
December 1879

1) Shape and diameter of the earth?
Define its axis.

2) What is the latitude of the Tropic
of Cancer? of the N. Pole?

3) Define: River Basin, Water Shed,
Lake, Cape, Oasis.

4) Through what waters would you
pass in going by boat from Augusta to
Albany? New Orleans to Boston?
London to Cairo?

5) Where is Baltic Sea? Po River?
Pyrenees Mts. ? Rio Grande River?

6) Locate: Denver, Memphis,
Savannah, Buffalo, Rio de Janeiro,
Rome.

long, and 14 inches wide?
2) Divide six hundredths by twelve

millionths.
3) Find the greatest common divisor

and least common multiple of 408 and
740.

4) If 3/8 of a yard of cloth cost $3.20,
what will 2 1/2yards cost?

5) What is the interest of $175 at 7
percent for 2 y. 6 mo. 11 d.?

6) In what time will $240, at 12 per-
cent simple interest, amount to $720?

7) What is the sum of 2/15 and
5/12 divided by 3 1/8 ?

8) If there leaks out from a cask con-
taining 31 1/2 gallons of water, 2/3 of
a gallon each week, in how many weeks
will the whole have leaked out?

1) Write a composition of at least 100
words, correct in spelling, writing, punc-
tuation & capitalization; on the subject
— Winter Games.

2) Define case. Name and define the
cases. Decline — who.

3) Give three examples of verbs from
your composition and state whether tran-
sitive or intransitive & why.

4) Also examples of personal, relative
and interrogative pronouns.

In Arithmetic, leave all your work on
the papers.

1) What fractional part of a cord of
wood is a pile 18 inches high, 20 inches



The Diary of
William Olin
Taylor
1872-1874

William Olin Taylor was a student at Lawrence
Academy from 1872 to 1874. Born in 1858 and

raised in Townsend, William commuted from his
home to study in the Classical Department of the
Academy. 'That was the end of his academic training
but his intense interest in good literature stayed with
him all of his life," writes his son, William P. Taylor.
"He had always kept a diary from boyhood...My father
was known to his business and personal friends as a
very well-read man — he never had anything published
except a few business dissertations on the use of lubri-
cating oil. For thirty-five years he had been employed
by the railroad branch of the Standard Oil Company
and the Galena-Signal Oil Company."

Taylor retired from an active business career in 1925
at the age of 67. His son also writes: "Father devoted a
lot of time in his twenty-two years of retirement to
these memoirs and I know he enjoyed it a lot just
knowing that his three sons would each...learn a lot
about their father's adventurous life."

Like the good parents they were, they granted our request
and arrangements were made for our going to Lawrence
Academy.

I was in my fourteenth year when I began a course which
included a twelve mile ride to Groton Junction, changing to
the Worcester & Nashua for a four mile ride to Groton (carry-
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ing our luncheon), repeating this mileage on the return trip
in the afternoon; thirty-two miles a day, five days a week, of
pure, unadulterated pleasure, with two sessions of study and
recitation in the meantime...

Alice Kingsbury [was] the conductor's daughter. Alice was
a very attractive girl. I had eyes for her but lacked the courage
to tell her of my admiration.

At the junction we were joined by companions from the
neighboring towns. It was a merry party on those morning
and afternoon rides; sometimes too boisterous for the conduc-
tor to permit.

Reviewing an old autograph album, a precious memento of
the writers, and that halcyon period of life when, animated by
the bubbling, sparkling spirit of youth, associating with sever-
al who were on the threshold of a more serious future, passing
from name to name their living presence is before me just as
they were when I bade them goodbye on leaving the academy...

When I changed from the provincial atmosphere of the
home town school to the more cosmopolitan Lawrence
Academy there were important and instructive things brought
to my attention, other than what was found in the text books.
What I learned from textbooks is conjectural; but I learned
some tricks, not in the books nor mentioned in the curriculum.

The Rev. James Fletcher was Principal and general utility
man. Mr. Reed presided over one of the class rooms, Miss
Fannie Hatch the other. Those in advanced classes received
instruction in Jimmy's home, next door. Jimmy's duties were
many and varied. He usually opened the joint session with
prayer. He looked after the physical and moral welfare of all
students, especially the morale of the number who lived in the
dormitory.

If there was ever a man who carried his responsibilities
with solemnity it was Jimmy. When admonishing the boys to
beware of the penalty for an outburst or over-indulgence of the
spirit incident to youth, it was with a countenance of the same
fearful import as when he prayed at the opening of each morn-
ing. The humor of some of the situations which he frowned on
would have brought a smile to the face of even the most sedate
professor. But Jimmy, if he ever smiled (I never saw him with-
out a sour face) reserved it for others than the students to
enjoy. Because he so disliked any form of levity among them,
it gave zest to their efforts to discomfort him.

With an early dismissal of classes Friday afternoon there
were several hours intervening before the train left. Charlie
and I on a few occasions walked the four miles to the Junction
for an opportunity to get additional names of locomotives for
our collections. In seasonable months there were games to play,
walks in the country, and on one ocassion a walk to West
Groton (on the branch) for a swim in the Nashua River.

The hospitality of the boys who lived in the dormitory was
enticing, sometimes to indulge in the forbidden card games.
With the door securely locked, we were playing euchre when,
without being warned by the stealthily approaching feet, the
door knob was turned, immediately followed by a sharp knock.
"Who's there?" Another knock, decidedly louder than the first.
"Masters, open this door!" There had been a concealment of
the cards; another pack had been dealt around the table. Then
the key was turned and Jimmy [Fletcher] burst into the room;
his eyes aflame with the zeal, more befitting a martyr burning
at the stake. "Masters! How's this, playing cards?" Our host,
with a poise that would have done credit to the most astute
diplomat, calmly replied, "Yes sir! Authors. Is there anything
wrong in that?"Jimmy was confounded; however, he did not
miss the opportunity to lecture us on the sinful practice of
playing cards (if we had been) and the lesser sin of having the
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door locked. With an assurance that he had left the building
we resumed our interrupted game with real cards; played with
the additional fun of laughing at Jimmy's amateurish imper-
sonation of a detective.

Quite a number of those who brought their lunch would
eat in the class room when the weather was inclement; after
which, amusing ourselves in various ways, sometimes becom-
ing boisterous to the extent that throwing books, pencils,
erasers and chewed wads of paper made it a "rough house."
While such a tempest was at its height, Jimmy, who had noise-
lessly come up the stairs and quietly tiptoed to the door, sud-
dendly rushed in —just in time to receive a big wad of paper
on the side of the head; but not in time to see from whence it
came. Those in the game knew but they would have been
drawn and quartered rather than betray anyone. Again the
storm raged but this time it was a storm of imprecations and
threats from Jimmy. We were all guilty. Punishment for all
would have depleted the attendance considerably. Again
Jimmy had failed in his detective work; again a lot of boys
enjoyed his discomfiture.

At stated intervals, afternoons were set apart for declama-
tory recitations and reading compositions (modernized to
"Essays"). This was in joint session with Jimmy presiding.
[One day] there was a conspiracy afoot (of which I was igno-

rant) which I soon sensed after the exercises began. Master
[William Amos] Bancroft — in later life a prominent attor-
ney in Boston — was the first called on to declaim. Bowing to
his audience, reciting in very impressive style:

"Breathes there a man with soul so dead
Who to himself he has not said.
This is my own, my native land1?
If such there be, go mark him well..."

Etc, etc, until recited in full. The next master repeated in
full; this appeared to be a coincidence in the selection.
Looking about I could see the suppressed amusement. [The
next] master began, "Breathes," but he had to take another
breath and sit down. The next was called with the inquiry if
his was the same selection. It was, and yet another. By this
time Jimmy was frothing at the mouth. If the conspirators had
selected one of their numbers to render as the last speech the
line of "Tell me not in mournful numbers, life is but an
empty dream; for the soul is dead that slumbers, and things
are not what they seem:" it would have been an appropriate
ending, of what had been a very enjoyable occasion. But they
did not! What could Jimmy do? He could tell by the smiling
faces before him that they were enjoying it immensely. He told
them in mournful numbers, emphasizing the wrong that had
been done; the punishment that should be and dismissed the
assembled.





The First Black
Students at
Lawrence
Academy
1879-1880

Lawrence Academy was coeducational from its
founding in 1793 and ranks among the earliest

schools in the entire country to promote the education
of women. By the middle of the nineteenth century
coeducation virtually became the rule, except in some
of the largest cities in the East. For Lawrence Academy,
the next logical challenge to promote democratic ide-
als was the admission of black students. For that to
occur the secular and non-discriminating standards of
the Academy had to be extraordinary — which they

Harvard College President Edward Everett had
many reasons to resign in 1849; one of diem may have
been the Harvard Corporation's refusal to admit a
qualified black applicant. Whether it is true or not, the
first black to graduate from Harvard College was not
until 1870 — and Richard T. Greener had prepared
for Harvard at Phillips Academy Andover, Class of
1865.

Robert Heberton Terrell

At approximately 9:30 on the evening of
Wednesday, June 16, 1880, in the auditorium of the
Groton Town Hall, the applause for the preceding
musical interlude died down. A tall, oval-faced, dark
haired young man strode to die podium to deliver die
oration "Toussaint L'Ouverture" for the prize speaking
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Robert Heverton Terrell, Class of 1880, at Harvard University
commencement in 1884. (Courtesy of Raymond L. Langston.)

program. He had committed its twenty-one pages of
flowing rhetoric to memory and was determined to
make the author, Wendell Phillips, and his own people
proud. He began:

"Ladies and Gentlemen: I have been
requested to offer you a sketch made some
years since of one of the most remarkable
men of the last generation, Toussaint
L'Ouverture, the great St. Domingo chief
— an unmixed Negro, with no drop of
white blood in his veins..."

The speaker was himself a Negro and the first of his
race to graduate from Lawrence Academy.

Robert Heberton Terrell was born on November 27,
1857, at Glen Marye in Orange County, Virginia. His
mother, Louise Coleman Terrell, was the "dear old
Mammy" of the plantation family, and his father,
William Henry Harrison Terrell, a house slave and
handyman.

When the Civil War ended and the Terrell family
was emancipated, they moved to Washington, D.C.
where William became a personal servant, first to
banker John Riggs and later to President Ulysses S.
Grant. Young Robert began his schooling in a black
grammar school and, in 1870, moved up to a newly-
formed, one room, one teacher black preparatory high
school (die equivalent of 6th and 7th grades). Of his
experience in this school, Robert Terrell was later to
say:

"It was a school not comparable with the school of
today, yet it was a workshop that was doing its work in



First Black Students 153

an effective manner — a place in which we were taught
to think for ourselves and where our ambitions and
aspirations began to sprout wings and grow."

Robert Terrell sprouted his wings at age sixteen and
traveled nortfi to Boston. He was eager for intellectual
nourishment but it was not to come quickly or easily.
For the next six years he found himself waiting table,
earning just enough to support himself. Fortunately,
while he was waiting tables at Memorial Hall at Har-
vard, several of the students befriended him and
encouraged him to believe that a college education
was within his grasp. Taking their advice and receiving
assistance from other friends who attended preparato-
ry schools, Robert began to prepare himself for college
by reading and teaching other blacks in the evenings.

In the fall of 1879, Robert Terrell traveled to Groton
and enrolled in Lawrence Academy. It is unclear why
he came to the Academy. There could have been grad-
uates of the Academy among his friends at Harvard
College; or (less likely but more interesting) George
Boutwell may have suggested the school to President
Grant for the son of his butler.

Terrell fiercely pursued the fourth year classical cur-
riculum, designed specifically "for students fitting for
Harvard College." He earned enough money through
odd jobs to support himself, lived frugally (he often
prepared his own meals and lived on baked beans
from Monday morning until Sunday night) and
earned an A average each term.

He delivered his speech so well at prize speaking
that he took first prize over nine other contestants.
The following morning at the graduation exercises, he

delivered the class prophecy, a choice by his classmates
that is indicative of his intimate place within the Acad-
emy family. Robert Heberton Terrell departed the
Academy and the town of Groton with more dignity,
self-respect and education.

Terrell managed to get along at Harvard on $300 a
year; money advanced to him widi the understanding
he would pay it off after graduation. During his fresh-
man and sophomore years he was a waiter. In his
junior year he was given a position in the Custom
House of Boston, thanks to the help of President
Grant who wrote the collector of the port: 'Terrell's
letters show him to be a young man of good ability and
of the right kind of aspirations. If you can give him a
position to help him, he will appreciate the kindness,
and I will also."

When Terrell graduated from Harvard in 1884, he
was the third black graduate, the first black to graduate
cum laude, the first black to deliver an oration (he
received special honors for his scholarship in Greek)
and therefore, the first black to wear an academic
gown and walk in the commencement procession. A
friend who heard his oration on commencement day
declared: "Ten years ago Robert Terrell entered one
end of Memorial Hall as a menial, but today he goes
out at the other end crowned with the highest honor
Harvard can bestow."

Terrell returned to Washington, D.C., where he
taught Latin at the M Street High School for the next
five years. During these same years he attended night
classes at Howard University Law School and graduated
in 1889 as valedictorian; he earned his masters degree
the following year. President Harrison appointed him
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Judge Robert Heberton Terrell, ca. 1920, the first black
federal judge in the United States. (Courtesy of Raymond
L. Langston.)

chief of a division at the Treasury Department in 1889,
a position he held until 1893 when he was admitted to
the District of Columbia bar (which included the
United States Supreme Court). He formed a law part-
nership with John R. Lynch, a former black congress-
man from Missisippi during the Reconstruction period.
The partnership dissolved when Lynch went to serve in
the Spanish-American War. Terrell, thereafter, contin-
ued to practice alone in Washington.

First Black Federal Judge

A born teacher who loved his work and pupils,
Terrell cheerfully returned to the M Street High School
as its principal from 1899 to 1902. In that year he was
appointed a justice of the justice of the peace courts by
President Roosevelt. Roosevelt again appointed him in
1909, this time as judge of the municipal court of the
District of Columbia. As the first black federal judge,
national attention came to Judge Terrell through his
successive appointments to die court by Presidents Taft,
Wilson and Harding; reappointment during the Wilson
years was a climactic event in his career, along with his
decision that The Ball Rent Act was constitutional. The
Ball Rent Act was enacted by Congress as a wartime
measure to prevent profiteering and ejection of tenants
who refused to pay exorbitant rentals when they could
find no other houses in which to live. The district court
of appeals decided that The Ball Rent Act was unconsti-
tutional, and when carried to the Supreme Court,
Judge Terrell's decision was sustained. The court of
appeals reversed Judge Terrell's decisions only five
times in twenty-three years — a remarkable record. The
judge served on the municipal court until his death in
1925.
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John Edward West Thompson

Sitting in the audience at the prize speaking pro-
gram of Lawrence Academy in June, 1880, was a young
man named John Edward West Thompson. As Robert
Terrell began to recite the story of Toussaint
L'Ouverture and the revolt in French-ruled Haiti in
1802, Thompson looked up at the podium to share a
reassuring smile with his schoolmate. Thompson knew
the essay well. Both of his parents were natives of Haiti
and his grandparents had witnessed the uprising. He
spoke fluent French as did his parents, and he was the
other black student enrolled at the Academy.

"John E. W. Thompson," as he always signed his
name, was born in Brooklyn, New York, on December
16, 1860, the son of Edward James and Matilda Frances
(White) Thompson. John's schooling began in
Brooklyn, but when he was about ten years of age his
parents moved to Providence, Rhode Island, where he
was enrolled in the Weston (Connecticut) Military
Institute. In the fall of 1879 Thompson traveled to
Groton to continue his studies at Lawrence Academy.
He completed the third (and final) year of the English
course which included zoology, geometry, ancient his-
tory, English literature, astronomy, modern history,
trigonometry/surveying and intellectual philosophy.
Thompson's course grades for the year averaged 85.
He received a 97 for "deportment."

Thompson departed the Academy without a diplo-
ma and traveled to New Haven where he took an
examination at the "Medical College" on the Friday
following die Yale Commencement. It was required for
candidates either not admitted to Yale College or not
holding "a degree in Letters or Science from a recog-

nized college or scientific school." Thompson success-
fully passed the examination in the following subjects:

1. Mathematics: Algebra to Quadratics; Euclid, two
books; Metric System of Weights and Measures.

2. Latin: Translation of easy prose, or of Vergil's
[sic] Aeneid.

3. Physics: Balfour Stewart's Elementary Physics, or any
equivalent work.

Although there are no official records of any race or
ethnic group at Yale Medical School during die nine-
teenth century, the first known black graduate was
Courdand Van Rensselaer Creed, Class of 1857. John
Thompson was preceeded by only two other blacks
who graduated in 1875 and 1876.

The Medical School at Yale in 1880 was a diree year
program. Thompson entered the junior class" (as the
first year was called) with twelve odier students, five of
whom held college degrees while several odiers were
Yale undergraduates. Only four of this original class
graduated in 1883 with John Edward West Thompson
who received "high honors."

Shortly after graduation from Yale, Thompson mar-
ried Elizabeth A. McLinn, of New Haven, die daughter
of a carpenter at the university. The newlyweds left for
a year of his advanced study in various hospitals in
Paris and returned to the United States in die fall of
1884. Dr. Thompson began an active medical practice
in New York City and quickly attained prominence in
social and professional circles. The doctor became
known as an excellent French scholar and informed in
international law.
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When the democratic administration of Grover
Cleveland was looking for a minister resident and con-
sul general to Haiti in 1885, Thompson applied by let-
ter to the President. (He had met Cleveland when he
was governor of New York.) Letters of recommenda-
tion were written by Abram S. Hewitt, mayor of New
York City, Noah Porter, the president of Yale
University, and the entire faculty of the Medical
School. All declared Thompson "the best fitted col-
ored man" for the position. The well-educated, French-
speaking son of Haitian natives got the appointment.

Thompson spent the next five years in Haiti, away
from his medical practice His time was largely con-
sumed either by complaints from resident Americans
against the Haitian government or by complaints from
the Haitian government against resident Americans. In
accordance with established custom, Thompson
resigned in 1889 after Cleveland lost the presidency to
Benjamin Harrison. He was replaced in Port-au-Prince
by Frederick Douglass, the escaped slave, abolitionist
orator and outstanding spokesman for black
Americans.

In early 1890 Thompson returned to New York,
recommenced his medical practice and accepted an
appointment with the New York City Department of
Health as a medical inspector. When Cleveland was
elected to a second non-consecutive term in 1892,
Thompson yearned for another diplomatic appoint-
ment. Not only was nothing forthcoming but
Cleveland appointed the white Virginian Henry
Maxwell Smythe to Thompson's old post in Haiti.

The National Cyclopedia of Biography in 1904 included
Dr. Thompson and offered the following commentary:

"He is a noted illustration of the capacity of the col-
ored race to rise to excellence and prominence under
the influence of social advantages and suitable educa-
tion."

With all hope for political preferment gone,
Thompson quietly performed his official duties as a
medical inspector until 1907. He then returned to pri-
vate practice, first in Mount Hope, New York, then in
Atlanta, Georgia, and finally, in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, where he settled in 1913. It was in
Bridgeport, working mostly among the poor, that
Thompson lived out the remainder of his life, until he
was murdered by a patient, on October 6, 1918, just
five days before the armistice of November 11th con-
cluded the Great War in which he had two sons serv-
ing.

The assailant was Thomas Saloway, of Bridgeport.
Thompson had been treating him, apparently without
the effect desired by Saloway, who became sufficiently
"disturbed" to complain to the Bridgeport police that
he was being "bled" by Dr. Thompson. (Saloway proba-
bly meant that he was paying out money for nothing,
not that he was actually being bled.) The police,
understandably, shrugged off the complaint and
advised Saloway to settle die matter civilly, not crimi-
nally. Instead, on the morning of October 6th, Saloway
hid in a hallway outside Thompson's office and
stabbed him. Saloway then ran the same knife through
the lower portion of his own heart, wounding himself
fatally. Dr. Thompson died enroute to the hospital.

For less than one year in their lives, Robert
Heberton Terrell and John Edward West Thompson
were students together at Lawrence Academy. They
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may have lived together or been little more than cated their lives to the integrity of law and medicine,
acquaintances; the records are lost. They may have We do know that they share a milestone in the history
intimately consoled each other or privately nourished of Lawrence Academy. They have made it more rich,
self-esteem; we will never know. We do know that they exemplary and poignant through their lives,
were brilliant and precocious young men who dedi-





1880-1884 Good News, Bad News

The trustees ended their annual meeting in 1880
with a vote "...that the Finance Committee

be...authorized to receive contributions to the funds of
this Academy upon such special condition as may not
be inconsistent with the constitution and by-laws...and
as in their judgment may be for its welfare." A "sub-
scription paper" was suggested and it was placed in the
charge of trustees Green and Porter. A majority of the
trustees immediately signed the fund-raising document
but their pledges were callable only if more than ten
thousand dollars was subscribed.

The following September it was decided at a special
meeting of the board that "the school be suspended
and closed at the expiration of the present academic
year, until the indebtedness of the Academy shall have
been cancelled, and until its income shall be sufficient
for the maintenance of the institution." They gave
themselves until January 1, 1881, to raise ten thousand
dollars.

When the trustees met in June, 1881, the deficit for
the academic year was almost one thousand dollars
and little progress had been made towards the goal of
raising ten thousand dollars. Nevertheless, the trustees
voted not to close the school and ignored their own fis-
cal ultimatums.
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A stereopticon picture of the entire Academy in from of the Main Building, ca. 1880. The granite stones below the second floor
windows are inscribed with the dates 1793 and 1871.
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One year later income exceeded expenses by one
hundred dollars. That was the good news. The bad
news was that the debt of the Academy Corporation
stood at over twelve tfiousand dollars. So what did the
trustees do? They voted not to close the school for
another year, began to organize a reunion of the alum-
ni and the ninetieth anniversary of the Academy. They
paid Principal Thompson and the faculty one half of
their unpaid salaries.

Rev. Nathan Thompson

Principal Ball was succeeded in 1881 by Reverend
Nathan Thompson. Born in 1837 in New Braintree,
Massachusetts, Thompson prepared at Williston
Seminary for Amherst College where he graduated Phi
Beta Kappa in 1864. He taught at Andover Theological
Seminary, was ordained in 1865 and for the next ten
years was a home missionary in Boulder, Colorado. He
returned east to become the principal of Boxboro
Academy from 1876 to 1881.

Thompson's maturity, ministerial experience and
erudite sensibility established his immediate success as
principal and teacher of Greek and Latin.
Unfortunately the number of students who enrolled
during the 1882-83 academic year totaled only seventy,
the smallest enrollment in over fifty years.

LOVE LANE, GROTON
Straggling fences draped with vine-leaves,
Follow where its winding leads;
On this hand the hills mount skyward,
That way slope to flowery meads,
Where a bobolink, Bacchante,
Madly pours his note of love
Just above his mate and nestlings.
Hark! The notes float high above
Where a youth and maiden wander-
Hark! Their hearts take up the strain!
This is all; Long since it happened.
But 'twill happen yet again,
For the youths and maids still wander
Mid the bird-songs in Love Lane.

James Richard Joy, Class of 1881
Yale Record, November, 1881

Rev. Nathaniel Thompson, Principal from 1881 to 1886.

Cupid's Arrows

Among the faculty during this time were an
Academy alumna, Susie Jane Clarke and Albert Oscar
Brown. As a student from 1874 to 1876, Clarke com-
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Susie Jane Clarke, Class of 1876 and Preceptress from 1880 to 1886. Albert Oscar Brown, Academy faculty from 1878 to 1881, married Susie
Jane Clarke in 1888. Brown become the governor of New Hampshire
in 1921.



1880 -1884 163

muted from her home in Ayer and pursued the
Classical Department curriculum. (She was the only
Classical graduate in 1876). Preceptress Laura Watson
had an inspiring and influential effect on Miss Clarke.
She matriculated to Wellesley College where she
enrolled in the Teachers' Department. From January
to June in both 1879 and 1880, she studied botany, lit-
erature, French, Bible and German and returned to
the Academy as Miss Watson's replacement. Miss
Clarke served as the preceptress and teacher of French
and literature until 1886 when she was replaced by
Miss Emma S. Thayer. However, she did remain at the
Academy for one more year as an assistant instructor.

Brown was the teacher of mathematics and natural
science from 1878 to 1881. He married Susie Clarke in
1888 and they lived happily ever after in Manchester,
New Hampshire. Brown became the governor of the
state in 1921.

June, 1883

The trustees held their annual meeting on the day
before the ninetieth anniversary celebration. They
accepted the treasurer's report and voted to not close
the school for another year. They extended the classi-
cal course from three to four years and mourned the
passing of Abijah Edwin Hildreth, president of the
board for the last eight years and trustee since 1849.
Dr. Samuel Abbott Green was chosen unanimously the
president of the board.

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green

There are few people in the entire history of the
Academy who stand out as prominently as Dr. Green.
He was a scholar, physician, soldier, politician, anti-
quarian, librarian, author and philanthropist. His love
for and dedication to Lawrence Academy and the town
of Groton was Promethean; (a description that Green
himself would favor given his personality and remark-
able scholarship in Greek). Dr. Green's favorite subject
as a writer was the town of Groton and the Academy
was the most cherished object of his attention. He
guided the destiny of Lawrence Academy during his
life — and death.

Born in Groton in 1830, Samuel was the fourth of
six children born to Dr. Joshua and Eliza Lawrence
Green. He attended the Academy from 1838 until
1847 when he entered Harvard College, graduating
with the Class of 1851. After attending a course of lec-
tures at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia for
the next year, Green returned to Boston to continue
his studies and graduated from Harvard Medical
School in 1854.

Dr. Green began his medical practice in Boston
after several years in Europe. He was a district physi-
cian of the Boston Dispensary and the first
Massachusetts physician to enter the Army medical ser-
vice. During the Civil War, Dr. Green was a commis-
sioned surgeon in charge of several hospital ships
(Recruit and Cosmopolitan) and decorated "for gallant
and distinguished services in the field during die cam-
paign of 1864." He ended his illustrious four year war
career in 1865 as acting staff-surgeon in Richmond,
Virginia.

...in the Latin room...those May or
June days, when the apple blossoms were
out in all their beauty, we stood at the
window looking across the railway over
to the stretch of hill beyond — most
charming view — then repeated those
two hexameters, Ecloga 111, line 56:
"Nunc omnis aget, nunc omnis pertur-
bit arbos, nunc froudent silvae, nunc
formosissimus annus [Now everything
is stirring, now every tree is in confu-
sion, now the forests deceive, now is the
most beautiful time of the year]." And
we believed that Virgil himself never
had a finer view than was ours. Those
indeed were halcyon days! What we
would not give to have them over
again ?

Rev. Nathan Thompson
Principal 1881-1886

in a letter to the Academy
June, 1912

The two secret societies, "Theta
Epsilon" and "Alpha Theta" have been
exceedingly quiet this winter, and we are
afraid they have both closed their classic
halls forever.

from The Student's Aid
March 9, 1880
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Dr. Samual Abbott Green in 1910. Cheery, urbane, trustworthy and
generous, there was a flavor of Bohemianism in his nature.

Green spent the next six years as superintendent of
the Boston Dispensary followed by eleven years as city
physician. During these years he was also a trustee of
the Boston Public Library (and acting librarian for one
year), member of the Boston School Committee, an
overseer of Harvard College (for almost thirty years)
and a trustee of the Peabody Education Fund.

His civic interest led him into the 1882 mayoral race
in Boston which he won by a plurality of 523 votes,
ostensibly for his record of good citizenship. During
his one term in office he was responsible for the firing
of three police commissioners, an act that required
courage as well as independence and one which he
performed stoically.

An elderly woman sought his audience to complain
of water in her cellar which had drowned her hens.
"But why don't you keep ducks?" inquired the mayor.
The good doctor did run again for mayor. The
endorsement by the Boston Post described him as "a
clean, honest, capable and courageous Chief
Magistrate." Unfortunately he was defeated by 2,187
votes. His personal secretary described the doctor as
"disappointed...but secretly glad" with the election out-
come.

"This Book Fills a Gap Long Needed"

Perhaps the greatest single interest in Dr. Green's
life beyond his demonstrated concern for medicine
and for humanity was books, of which he was an avid
collector and distributor. His reputation in this area
rested primarily on his record as librarian of the
Massachusetts Historical Society from 1868 until his
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death. During his "seemingly endless incumbency" the
library grew from 8,000 to 50,000 volumes, and from
13,000 to 115,000 pamphlets. Librarian Green was an
apostle of the old order who regarded the Society as a
private club; he limited access to the Society's rich
resources and evicted students from the premises. One
of these was a Harvard graduate student named
Samuel Eliot Morison.

Dr. Green was an eccentric individual, described by
contemporaries as a "growling Cerberus" and
"inescapable Big Medicine Man." Cheery, urbane,
trustworthy and generous, there was a flavor of
Bohemianism in his nature; he was a charming com-
panion and a wonderful teller of stories and recollec-
tions. (Green was asked by President Charles Eliot of
Harvard University to accompany Booker T.
Washington at commencement in 1896.) Large and
pordy, Green never married and lived for most of his
life on Harrison Avenue in Boston, an area which was
not noted for its fashionable atmosphere.

When Dr. Green accepted the presidency of the
board of trustees in 1883 he was determined to
improve die financial condition of Lawrence Academy
and restore its preeminence. He got off to a very quick
start — he presided over the ninetieth anniversary cel-
ebration and was elected president of the first Alumni
Association ("I could have wished that the choice of its
presiding officer had fallen on another person.")

Ninetieth Anniversay

June 21, 1883, was described as "one of New
England's most delightful summer days...The western

breezes were fresh. Groton, more dian half concealed
by her graceful elms, was never more inviting." If you
know the town it is easier to appreciate die hyperbole.

The first event of the day was the exercises of the
graduating class (eleven members) in the
Congregational church. At the conclusion of gradua-
tion Rev. E.G. Porter, a member of the board, pro-
posed the organization of die first Alumni Association
of Lawrence Academy.

Dinner was announced and a procession was formed
which moved from die church to the town hall. The
length of the procession was so great that, while the
head was filing into the hall, die rear was still forming
at the church. The streets of Groton had seldom, if
ever, witnessed such a long and imposing column.

Tables were spread for over five hundred people in
the town hall which was completely filled. The head
table was occupied by Dr. Green; to his right was
President Carter of Williams College; to his left was
trustee Rev. Edward Griffin Porter who had conceived
and planned the event.

President Green called the assembled celebrants to
order and delivered a brief history of the Academy.
Principal Thompson was the next speaker. He
described die condition of die Academy as "hale and
hearty...ready for a larger and more vigorous growdi."
Eliel Shumway, treasurer of the board, briefly reviewed
the financial condition of die school. Trustee Needham
then arose and, "in his forcible and felicitous style,"
repeated die pecuniary needs of die Academy, and in
proof of his sincerity he pledged $500. Trustees
Farnsworth and Lawrence each pledged $1000, fol-

The exclusive attention to drill and
cram in school-book knowledge, once so
common, is gradually, but surely, enlarg-
ing into the development of the powers of
the mind...Especial pains are now taken
to give us clear ideas, careful examina-
tions of the principles, so that we feel we
know and understand what we study. We
are instructed now, to give the thought in
our own language, rather than in that of
the book...As pupils, then, we are led,
almost unconciously, to develop the powers
and faculties of the mind.

from the essay
"Modem Education " in

The Student's Aid
June 21, 1882

...I find your historical
address...[worthy of]...great interest. If
all historical work were so thorough and
satisfactory, we should have very few
errors to regret in our annals.

Francis Parkman in a letter to
Dr. Samuel Green, Sept. 6, 1876

He [Mayor-elect Palmer] succeeds a
Mayor whose official independence has
been almost phenomenal and carried
nearly to the verge of isolation. Dr. Green
will go out of office with a nonchalance
bom of his respect for the decree ofthepeo-



166 1880 -1884

Academy faculty and students in 1884. Principal Thompson is fourth from the left in the front row.
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lowed by an impassioned speech by James Lawrence
about his family and the Academy ("the training-
ground of those to whom I and mine owe so much").

The subtle theme of the celebration was finally
observed by President Franklin Carter of Williams
College during his speech: "But I see that at your ban-
quet the subscription paper goes about, and that you
too have to contend with poverty." He then tried to
recruit a catcher for die freshman class at Williams, sat-
irized the elective system for curricula and promoted
the importance of Latin and Greek; "May they never
be stricken out from the required work in our academy
training."

Trustee Ezra Farnswordi, former trustee Rev. Daniel
Buder and alumni Joseph Moors and Charles W. Stone
each spoke with sentient reverence. Hamilton A. Hill,
a biographer of Abbott Lawrence, and Judge John J.
Reardon offered their remarks.

The last speaker of the celebration was Samuel
Smart Watson, a native of Groton who attended the
Academy from 1878 to 1881. Having just completed his
sophomore year at Harvard College, Watson was a
member of the Committee of Invitation for the cele-
bration, hence the opportunity to speak. His topic was
"the intimate connection between Lawrence Academy
and Harvard College." It was a long speech which com-
bined youthful sentiment and romantic educational
ideals. Watson was an unusual choice as speaker.
Unfortunately for the Academy, President Eliot was
neither a graduate nor was he available to speak.

The celebratory speeches were interspersed with
music under the direction of Samuel Houghton

Gerrish, a student at the Academy from 1866 to 1868
and teacher of music since 1878. Misses Locke, Moors
and Mr. Frank S. Gaut completed the musical quartet
which featured discreet selections, both popular and
classical.

Among the many letters received from invited guests
who were not able to attend was one from George S.
Boutwell. It was the only letter that lacked congratula-
tory wishes and ended with the cheeky opinion: "The
institution should not be suffered to languish, and if it
could be so endowed as to elevate it above the compe-
tition of high schools and ordinary academies, its pros-
perity would be assured." Ironically, his daughter,
Georgianna, was the only woman elected to a position
in the first alumni association. She drafted its rules and
by-laws.

A total of seven thousand four hundred and twenty-
five dollars was pledged at the ninetieith anniversary
celebration, an amount far short of the (unrealistic)
goal of fifty thousand dollars. The money was immedi-
ately used to retire debt but the financial condition of
the Academy remained precarious.

Existence and Identity

The academy movement in the history of educa-
tion in America was over. Theodore R. Sizer writes:
"By the 1880's, the public high schools had surpassed
the academies in the number of pupils they enrolled,
and by the turn of the century, their influence was
predominant. In the face of this competition, the
academies either went out of existence or altered
their form."

pie and a grateful feeling of relief that he

can once more assume the role of a pri-

vate citizen. He has been a Mayor above

reproach by the general judgment of voters

of all parties.

Boston Transcript, 1852

Voted, that the employment of Samuel
A. Green, for the care and disposition of
human bones encountered in excavating
for the subway, be approved.

The Boston Transit Commission
May 7, 1895

I enclose a letter written to me by a
gentleman with whom, I am not
acquainted, concerning another gentle-
man of whom I know nothing, and if I
knew them both, I still should not know
just what to do in the matter which is
suggested, so I turn it over to you.
Perhaps you will know what to do or say.

fohn Fiske
in a letter to

Samuel A. Green, Sep. 28, 1897
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We wish to remind you of these old
associations, and are ready to offer spe-
cial inducements to the right sort of a stu-
dent whom you may send us. Do you ask
what sort of a student that is? I should
say that it would be a good catcher for a
base ball nine. If President Porter were
here, as he promised to be, I am sure he
would not object to our having one good
catcher (they have a good many down at
Yak), and if he did, I should chaff him a
little and tell him that they have won so
many victories down there, and given so
much time to base ball, that it is now
high time for them to give their attention
to the studies of the curriculum and to
prepare for the struggle of life. But I wish
you all to keep in view the fact that we
offer this year special inducements for a
good catcher to join our incoming
Freshman class.

President Franklin Carter
of Williams College, speaking
at the Ninetieth Anniversary

June 21, 1883

Lawrence Academy began to struggle not only for its
existence at this time but also with its identity. The
1880s was a decade of renewed religious interest. In
1884, the trustees "voted that a committee of three be
appointed to report within a year to this Board upon
the subject of nonsectarian religious instruction in
academies and secular schools."

Immigration, Darwinism, church revivalism, indus-
trialization and urban growth define the swiftly chang-
ing culture and history of the late nineteenth century.
The wealthy families of Boston, New York and
Philadelphia were drawn to a new type of private
school that provided for an intellectual, spiritual and
physical education of their children. St. Paul's (1856)
and St. Mark's (1865) are among the earliest of these
"church" schools, modeled after English public schools
such as Eton and Rugby. "New England boarding
schools became upper-class surrogate families," writes
E. Digby Baltzell, the sociologist who coined the
acronym WASP. These schools "differentiated the
upper classes from the rest of the population;" they sat-
isfied the social anglophilia of America's wealthiest
families who often placed their children in the hands
of inexperienced and young headmasters. One of
these was Endicott Peabody.

Endicott Peabody and the Founding of
Groton School

Although born in Salem, Massachusetts in 1857,
Endicott Peabody was educated in England from age
thirteen at the English public school, Cheltenham, and
Trinity College, Cambridge. Returning from England
in 1880 he entered his grandfather's investment firm

Lee, Higginson and Company where he learned "to
compute interest and run errands." Peabody was disen-
cnanted, and sought the counsel of Phillips Brooks
who was at die height of his powers at Trinity Church.
Peabody enrolled in the thirteen year old Episcopal
Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
During these studies he served as a temporary minister
for seven montiis at the mining town of Tombstone in
the Arizona territory. He returned to Boston, complet-
ed his ministerial studies and conceived the idea of
starting an Episcopal boarding school for boys.
Opportunities at St. Mark's and St. Paul's had strength-
ened his resolve but it was a providential trip to Groton
in the spring of 1883 that set Peabddy's plans in
motion.

Peabody was related to the Lawrence family by mar-
riage. His eldest brother John married Gertrude, the
sister of James and Prescott Lawrence; his older broth-
er Francis married Rosamond, the sister of John
Lawrence who married Endicott's sister, Martha. In
summary, three of Endicott Peabody's four siblings
married direct descendants of Deacon Samuel
Lawrence. They were all grandchildren of Abbott
Lawrence.

During Peabody's weekend visit to Groton with
James and Caroline (Mudge) Lawrence, he was
encouraged to open an Episcopal school for boys — in
Groton. It would bring an Episcopal church to town
and eliminate the fourteen mile commute to Fitchburg
for the nearest services.

Within one week, James and Prescott Lawrence
offered Peabody ninety acres on Farmer's Row for his
school. (Gertrude Lawrence Peabody had died on May
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2nd and the gift was made in her memory.) Endicott
Peabody raised $50,000 in less than one year. James
Lawrence, trustee of Lawrence Academy since 1876,
and William Lawrence were among the first trustees of
Groton School. The Rev. Endicott Peabody became a
trustee of Lawrence Academy in 1884. The trustees'
minutes record his home as Salem and the degree of
D.D. after his name (crossed out at a later date).

Groton School opened in the fall of 1884 with twen-
ty-seven boys. Tutition and board was $500 a year.
Across town the Academy charged less than $200.
Groton School's founding was extraordinary, its imme-
diate success apparent. The school's Episcopal rela-
tionship drew upon the wealth, culture and aristocratic
lineage of that church. The elite, entitled shadow of
Groton School began to fall upon the Academy.

In conclusion, let me emphasize the
fact that the lesson of this day will be lost,
that the moral of this story will be thrown
away, if it does not prompt the friends of
the institution to emulate the example of
the founders, and out of their abundance
to furnish the needful means for its high
purposes.

Dr. Samuel A. Green

speaking at the Ninetieth
Anniversary, June 21, 1883





1884-1893 More Than a Decade of Decline

Enrollment at Lawrence Academy declined precipi-
tously in the mid-1880s and did not recover until

well into the twentieth century.

The Academy lost its constituency. Public secondary
schools were firmly established in all of the neighbor-
ing towns and the Academy curriculum, once unique
and unavailable in the majority of these towns, was
freely offered in the public high schools. The public
school curriculum now prepared its students for col-
lege and for practical life, once the unique mission of
the Academy. The high school was accepted as the nat-
ural extension of the elementary school; there was
faith in public education and belief in its ability to
equalize opportunity.

There were very few students enrolled during these
years from states other than Massachusetts and New
Hampshire. Foreign students whose enrollment had
enlivened the school during the first half of the centu-
ry were entirely absent.

Even the Lawrence family sent their children to
schools other than the Academy. The predominant
choice for boys was Groton School. During its first one
hundred years, ninety-eight Lawrences attended the
Academy. Few would attend from successive genera-
tions.
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Year
1883-84
1884-85
1885-86
1886-87
1887-88
1888-89
1889-90
1890-91
1891-92
1892-93
1893-94
1894-95
1895-96
1896-97

Total Enrollment
85
76
63
38
30
39
26
38
34
35
33
34
36
36

Athletics

Formal athletics at Lawrence Academy began when
trustee James Lawrence donated the furnishings for
the gymnasium in 1878. At an expense of nearly three
hundred dollars, the following equipment was installed
in a room on the top floor of the school building:
dumb bells, horizontal bars, indian clubs, pulley-
weights, boxing gloves, parallel bars and mattresses.

The gymnasium room was used by both sexes. It was
the home of the Calisthenic Club, an organization that
began in the mid-1870s for "those seeking to develop
physically as well as mentally." Activities were not con-
fined to the gymnasium and, weather permitting,
included outdoor sports such as walking and running.

America's Favorite Pastime

According to Morison's Three Centuries of Harvard,
"Baseball began at Harvard during the Civil War, when
a group of boys entering College from Exeter brought
to Cambridge what was known as the 'New York
game.'" This is a curious and noteworthy reversal of
the college influence upon the academies.

Baseball did not arrive at Lawrence Academy until
the fall of 1878 when the first team was organized.
"After playing two games, in both of which they were
defeated, they gave up the ghost and returned to study
again." Four games were played in the spring of 1879,
"from all of which the nine came out victorious." The
sport would never again be so humbly and anonymous-
ly reported by The Student's Aid.

Baseball was enthusiastically pursued and became a
prominent topic in the student newspaper the follow-
ing fall. The article included an analysis and the statis-
tics of each game. Five games were played during the
fall of 1879 with the Academy gaining victories over
Ayer (58 to 3), Groton (6 to 2), Concord (28 to 17)
and Groton (10 to 7). The only loss during this season
was the first game played at Pepperell against the
Wilton (N.H.) Base Ball Club (14 to 10). 'The defeat
was owing to bad fielding in the last two innings, as up
to that time the game had been very close."

The Nine of 1880

The summer term of 1880 featured "the strongest
[baseball] team that the Academy ever put in the
field." They defeated Clinton (12 to 6), lost a rematch
(2 to 1) and routed the Alerts of Fitchburg (14 to 2).
Armed with confidence and their expenses defrayed by
the winter athletic exhibition, the nine traveled to
Exeter for the first time. With the score 6 to 4 at the
end of the eighth inning in favor of P.E.A., the game
was called "to enable our boys to catch the train."

The baseball loss to Exeter in 1880 is an interesting
milestone in the athletic history of the Academy. The
team and the school were crestfallen. The school
paper declared that "baseball as a means of physical
culture [has] come to an untimely end at this institu-
tion." After two games during the fall term of 1880
(both of which were losses and were unreported),
baseball disappeared until the spring of 1885 when it
was resurrected, just in time to play die first team from
Groton School.
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Five games were played with Groton School in the
spring of 1885, four of them won by the Baseball
Association of the Academy. It is curious to note that
the Groton Baseball Records do not include the first
two games, both won by Lawrence Academy: 13 to 6
and 38 to 2. In addition, these games marked the first
time that a trustee opposed an Academy team on the
playing field; Rev. Endicott Peabody played first base
for Groton School.

In the spring of 1886, the first game of the Academy
season was played with Groton School. Due to
inclement weather the game was called at the end of
the fourth inning with the score standing 12 to 5 in
favor of the Academy boys. (Groton School would not
be challenged again by an Academy nine until 1909.)
Successive games were played with Littleton High
School (LA won, 14 to 9), the Solar Tips of Groton
(LA won, 27 to 6) and Pepperell High School (LA lost,
35 to 0; LA won, 31 to 6).

With a total enrollment of only nineteen boys dur-
ing the 1886-1887 year, baseball ended at Lawrence
Academy. During seven seasons (fall and spring) of
baseball between 1878 and 1886, Lawrence Academy
won fourteen but of twenty-three contests.

Football, Croquet and Tennis

The lack of interest in baseball in the fall of 1880
was replaced by football. Lively contests had begun
during the previous decade at Boston schools and the
first Harvard-Yale game was played in 1875.
Unfortunately, Lawrence Academy did not establish a
formal football team at this time. A football was pur-

chased and the campus was put to good use but those
are the only similarities to the game as we know it. The
Academy boys played a chaotic game with improvised
rules; it was a rough and tumble affair, similar to the
annual football fight between the freshman and sopho-
mores at Harvard, an event that was forbidden in 1860.

At the first "Monday Lecture" of the next term, the
principal announced that football was prohibited on
the campus. As if that decree was not enough, baseball
was also banished from the grounds of the Academy.
Principal Ball was entirely justified to make such deci-
sions — the grass, gardens and trees of the campus
and its neighbors had been devastated.

Principal Ball and the faculty proposed a replace-
ment — croquet. 'The boys, never slow to follow such
a lead, obtained another [set], and as a consequence
each pleasant afternoon has seen the [campus] alive
with students partaking of this easy exercise."

The game of tennis arrived at Lawrence Academy in
1889 and the sport became exceedingly popular
among the students and faculty. The first tennis set in
this country was brought from England and set out
upon the lawn of Emily Appleton at Nahant in 1874.
She was the aunt of Bishop William Lawrence who was
one of the first to play lawn tennis in this country.

Pressure to Merge with the High School

As the Academy weakened during the decade of the
1880s, the trustees struggled to raise funds and consid-
ered a variety of strategies for the survival of the
school. One strategy was to merge entirely with the

The masters have endeavored to enjoy
themselves on the new playground, which
was cleared for us, but its limits are so
contracted that a ball could be thrown
from end to end of it quite easily, and we
earnestly unite in a plea for a larger
play-ground.

from The Student's Aid
March 11, 1879

BASEBALL NOTES.
Through the munificence of the

trustees, instructors, students and other
friends of the institution, the club has
been supplied with first-class suits, and
now presents a fine appearance...grate-
ful thanks to the two young ladies who
presented the club with a fine set of foul

flags-
Saturday, Sept. 27, a game was

played with the Concord B. B. C. at that
place; the game was called at 2.30
o'clock, and our boys began without any
dinner, as there had not been time to pro-
cure it. The game was close up to the
sixth innings, when a baker's wagon was
driven upon the grounds; then the tide of
fortune began to flow in the right direc-
tion, and the score went up as the "cook-
ies" went down. In the last inning, with
the Concords at the bat, and our boys
eighteen runs ahead, the applause was
deafening. It really embarrassed our fel-
lows, who are very modest, to such an
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extent that, aided by some remarkable
throwing from center-field, seven runs
were made where there should have been
none.

The evening was very pleasant and
we had quite a lively time getting home,
the trip being much enjoyed. Stopping at
a farm house for refreshments, as one of
the party wanted, some "meelik" (which
he did not get), the farmer, who was
rather hard of hearing, said he saw us
going by in the forenoon, and on the
announcement of our victory he seemed
rather incredulous and wanted to know
if as many played "agin" us; however we
got some refreshments in Littleton, where
a young man asked our Boxboro' repre-
sentative if we all came from that remote
region. He evinced no small amount of
ignorance concerning the population of
the neighboring towns.

from The Student's Aid
November 25, 1879

town high school, a prospect continually rejected by
the board. A second strategy was to accept Groton
scholars at the expense of the town. That movement
failed in 1883 because of "legal obstructions."

Three years later the principal of the high school, C.
H. Howe, wrote to Dr. Green with a proposal that the
two schools "unite their forces and make one strong
school." In order for the town to pay the tuition of its
scholars attending the Academy, the trustees would
have to relinquish their "order and superinten-
dence...yield sufficient of their powers to the town to
make it lawful." Principal Howe went so far as to state
that trustees Needham and Gates "would put no
impediments in the way" of this plan.

Dr. Green's reply was immediate and unequivocal:
concessions to the town school committee by the
Academy trustees were unacceptable. However, at the
June, 1886, meeting of the trustees, it was "Voted —
that the Executive Committee be empowered to take
such steps as seem to them fit and legitimate towards
receiving scholars from the town of Groton."

The board also voted Principal Thompson their
"full confidence and hearty support...and their pur-
pose to sustain him in every legitimate way." It was too
little and too late. Reverend Nathan Thompson left
the Academy in the summer of 1886 to assume the
principalship of Elgin Academy in Illinois. Four years
later Thompson moved to Morgan College (MD)
where he was a professor of Latin and Greek. He
became superintendent of the house of reformation in
Cheltenham, Maryland, from 1897 to 1901, and died
in 1917.

Sanford Lyman Cutler

Sanford Lyman Cutler joined the faculty of Law-
rence Academy in the fall of 1885 as teacher of math-
ematics and natural science. Born in New Ipswich, New
Hampshire, in 1863, he prepared at Newton High
School for Amherst College (Class of 1885).

Cutler was the most logical choice to succeed Thomp-
son and he presided over the Academy during the worst
years of enrollment in its history. An average of fewer
than thirty students attended each term. Except for the
teacher of music, Samuel H. Gerrish, all of the instruc-
tors were women. The preceptress during both of Cut-
ler's years at the Academy was Miss Emma Sarah Thayer.

Even Principal Cutler became an advocate for some
combination of the Academy and the town high
school. His correspondence with Dr. Green not only
promotes this solution but also reveals the frustrations
at the Academy. Cutler resigned in July, 1888, married
Preceptress Thayer in August, and assumed the princi-
palship of Smith Academy in Hatfield, Massachusetts
(1888-1893). Cutler dedicated his career to education
and became the principal of the following high
schools: Great Barrington (1893-1898), Huntington,
New York (1899-1900) and Morris in New York City
(1900-1927). The emeritus principal of five secondary
schools died in 1945.

John Quincy Hayward

Although it was no surprise to the trustees when
Principal Cutler tendered his resignation, they had to
move quickly to hire a replacement. Unfortunately, the
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John Quincy Hayward, an alumnus of the
Academy (Class of 1878) and Principal
from September, 1888, to January, 1889.

only male on the faculty was the music teacher and he
was not an appropriate selection. The preceptress,
although an unlikely candidate, was also unavailable.
She was on her honeymoon. When John Quincy
Hayward was suggested to the board, he was immedi-
ately hired. After all, he was a son of the Academy.
What could possibly go wrong?

Hayward, born in Boxboro in 1855, attended Law-
rence Academy for three years and graduated with ten
other students in 1878. He graduated from Amherst
College in 1882 and taught for only one year each at
four different public high schools (Bolton, Cheshire,
Mendon and Sutton) before returning to his alma
mater as principal in 1888.

"Grave Trouble"

Principal Hayward's first term in the fall of 1888 was
a disaster. His management of the school and poor
teaching ability caused the students to circulate a peti-
tion for his dismissal; it was signed by all but three stu-
dents. However, to read the December issue of The
Students' Aid one would never know that the school was
about to explode. One article describes the term as
one of "enjoyment...When we return, we hope it will be
with fresh strength and activity, to begin anew our
school duties at L.A."

Nearly all the substitutes of the base
ball club have exercised themselves in
ball tossing; an old nail keg and two,
three furnace-pipes in the basement serv-
ing as targets; we are in doubt as to who
settled the bill for damages, which was
read to us a few weeks ago at devotions.

The members of our Calisthenic Club
gave an athletic entertainment in the
town hall, last January, for the benefit of
the baseball club. The programme con-
sisted of Indian club swinging, exercises
on the horizontal and parallel bars, tum-
bling, boxing, a one mile walking match
and a half-hour running match. All
things considered, the performance
passed off in a manner very credible [sic]
to the participants. The running match
was won by Stuart, left-fielder of the base
ball team, and the walking match was
decided by the referee in favor of our base
ball pitcher, Tarbell. The gymnasts net-
ted quite a sum of money for the base ball
association, and it will be a great help to
our ball club in its spring campaign.

from. The Student's Aid
March 9, 1880

The students returned from vacation with so much
"strength and activity" that they protested. Over twenty
students, nearly the entire enrollment for the term,
walked out of the schoolhouse. They demanded the
resignation of Principal Hayward and would not return
to the Academy until he was replaced.
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Better success would have rewarded
the boys, had two or three of the good
players not fallen into a blissful state of
satisfaction at their skill in the national
game, and discontinued practising, as
an exertion only necessary to the lesser
lights of the nine. As a result, the main
object of the base ball interest, to defeat
Exeter, was not attained. It may be years
before Lawrence Academy will again
have so fine an opportunity of becoming
well known as a lively school in athletic
matters, and that she does not now hold
a high position among the academies of
New England, in base ball, is not the
fault of the majority of the nine of 1880.

from The Student's Aid
June 16, 1880

Our boys have had numerous chal-
lenges from other academies to play base-
ball, and there seems to be quite a
disposition to accept them, although our
lack of a suitable ball-ground makes the
matter of practising [sic] well-nigh
impossible. Will not some of our athletic-
loving friends supply the needed amount
of Mother Earth where we can expand
our muscles without danger of riddling
the windows with bat balls'?

from The Lawrencian
March, 1892

The trustees met on January 21st and 22nd; their
minutes begin, "grave trouble having arisen in the
Academy — many of the scholars dissatisfied with its
management." At the end of the second day, after
interviews with both teachers and students, but before
a formal decision was reached by the board, Principal
Hayward tendered his resignation.

Hayward persevered in education and business: he
became the principal of North Chelmsford High
School from 1891 to 1896; he sold insurance until
1900; and he became a "commercial traveler" until his
death in 1912.

A more ruinous scenario is difficult to imagine: five
thousand dollars in debt, an enrollment of fewer than
forty scholars, barely a majority of the trustees unwill-
ing to combine with the town high school, and no
principal with the winter term under way. Surely the
trustees comforted each other with the cliche, 'things
can't get much worse.'

Providence shone down upon the Academy for a
man came all the way from California to assume the
principalship of the struggling Academy. His name was
Alfred Oren Tower and he was well prepared for the
challenge.

Alfred Oren Tower

The youngest of seven children, Alfred Oren
Tower was born in Petersham, Massachusetts, in 1855.
He grew up on a rugged New England farm which
"did much toward fitting him for the busy life which
was to follow in manhood." He attended a district

school, grammar school (where he began the study of
Latin at age eleven) and fitted for Amherst College
(Class of 1878) at the Highland Institute in
Petersham, Worcester Academy and Springfield High
School.

He immediately began teaching after college as the
principal of Wolfeboro (NH) High School, Pierce
Academy, Lincoln and Mansfield High Schools. In
1880 he received die degree of M.A. from Amherst for
work in the Greek language.

Tower travelled to California during the summer of
1887 where, after declining a teaching position in Los
Angeles, he became a member of the Lyman Allen
Land Co., and married Mrs. Clara Alice Shepardson in
November.

There are no surviving records that reveal how the
trustees came into contact with Tower. In all likelihood
he was first contacted by the trustees during his years
as principal of Mansfield High School from 1881 to
1887. Whatever the case, the newlyweds returned to
Massachusetts in January, 1889, and Tower accepted
the principalship of Lawrence Academy.

Principal Tower and his wife settled into their new
lives at the Academy with little fanfare and abundant
enthusiasm. They immediately established a warm and
stimulating atmosphere at the floundering school. The
change was greatly enhanced by the principal's wife
who procured new singing books and conducted the
"morning song." It had been years since a calm,
refreshing and more confident spirit had bedecked the
elm tree-shaded hillside.
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The trustees breathed a collective sigh of relief
when they convened for their annual meeting and
graduation in June, 1889, but it was to last for a brief
moment. Dr. Green "positively declined a reelection"
for president of the board. Rev. William J. Batt was
elected president "but for what to him seemed good
and sufficient reasons he declined serving." Trustees
Norcross, Barstow and Hartwell retired from the meet-
ing as a committee to secure a candidate for president.
After contemplation and consultation, they returned
and presented the name of Colonel Daniel Needham.
He was unanimously elected — and he accepted.

Colonel Daniel Needham

Daniel Needham was born in Salem, Massachusetts,
in 1822. He was educated at the Friends' School in
Providence and at Lawrence Academy in 1840-41 when
his family moved to Groton. In 1845 he began the
study of law and was admitted to the bar of Middlesex
County in 1847. Needham was a director of the
Peterborough and Shirley railroad and the manager of
several farms at this time.

Needham was given the rank and title of 'Colonel'
when he was hired as an aide by Governor Boutwell
during the two years of his administration. He served
as the chairman of the Democratic state committee in
1853 and was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
from the seventh district the following year.

In 1855 he purchased a large farm in Vermont and
changed his residence to that state where he served in
the legislature from 1857 until 1862. He returned to
Groton the following year and served as a member of

Daniel Needham, alumnus (1841), trustee (1874 to
1895), and President of the Board (1889 to 1895).
(Courtesy of Groton Historical Society.)

FOOTBALL.

We don't play according to rules, —
in fact, only one of us knows what the
principles of the game really are; still we
manage to amuse ourselves xuith the gen-
tle exercise, and as yet no one has been
seriously injured.

The way we do it is somewhat as fol-
lows: two boys choose sides, and each side
takes position in front of their respective
goals. One of these goals consists of the
catcher's fence, and the other of two sticks
placed in the ground some fifteen feet
apart. The object is to kick the ball
through tlie goal of the opposite side. Two
boys, selected for the size of their feel, are
delegated to guard the goal, and then the
fight begins. From one side of the "cam-
pus" to the other there is a rush of many
feet after the ball; somebody grasps it and
folds it to his bosom amid cries of "foul!"
or "baby it!" Finally, it is knocked from
the hand of its protector and a well-direct-
ed kick turns the tide of battle, sending
the ball over the fence to the east of the
playground. The boys go over the pickets
at the imminent danger of being impaled,
the ball is tossed in and falls into a heap
of rotten apples, of which there are two
xvithin the bounds. What follows is very
interesting and usually ends with the ball
in an apple tree. Again the apples come
into play, and a storm of these missiles is
hurled at the devoted ball; it falls; and,
struck by a friendly hand, passes over the
heads of the throng toward the upper
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goal. The keeper strikes at it, misses, falls,
and upon him and the helpless india-rub-
ber bag fall kicks, pushes and shouts.
Finally, the ball is hustled against the
catcher's fence and the goal is won.

Again they take position and proceed
as before, only this time the goal keeper
receives the ball on a short fly, full in the
face. He saves the goal — but only at the
expense of much blood. In another part
of the field two boys are engaged in plow-
ing up the deserted garden at their feet in
vain attempts to hit the ball.

And so the game goes on till night
spreads her leaden mantle over the scene,
victors and vanquished leave the field
together, some to tell stories of their own
deeds, others to have recourse to the bottle
(arnica) to sooth the aches and pains
which cluster around their wearied limbs.

from The Student's Aid
November 23, 1880

One of the pleasant features connected
with our school is the tennis court, which
by the efforts of the young men, and the
hearty cooperation of the teachers, has
been made a source of recreation to many
of our pupils, and be it credited to the
self-respect of the Lawrence Academy stu-
dents, has caused but little "sniding. "

from The Student's Aid
June 26, 1889

the Massachusetts house and senate from 1866 to
1870. The instances are very rare where a man has
served in both legislative branches of two different
states, particularly within a period of ten years.

Needham erected a woolen mill in Wisconsin,
served as an officer of many prestigious agricultural
societies and successfully introduced the "hand fire
extinguisher" into the United States in 1866. He was
always interested in the welfare of the town of Groton
and presided over the Groton school committee for
twenty years. It was during his term as the national
bank examiner for Massachusetts that Colonel
Needham was elected a trustee of Lawrence Academy
in 1874.

Before the trustees dissolved their meeting in 1889
they voted that the Finance Committee be "empow-
ered to lease the Brazer house to Mrs. Charlotte A. L.
Sibley." Principal Tower and his wife were happily
ensconced in Bigelow Hall and the present size of the
Academy did not warrant the continued use of Brazer
house.

The academic year of 1889-1890 witnessed the small-
est enrollment in the entire history of the Academy:
eleven "gentlemen" and fifteen "ladies." One lesson a
week in elocution and drawing was added to the first
term of both the classical and English courses for the
first three years and a post graduate course joined the
curriculum in an attempt to lure additional scholars to
the Academy. It lasted until 1895 and produced an
insignificant increase in enrollment during those
years. A thanksgiving recess of three days, a Christmas
vacation of two weeks and a spring vacation of two
weeks were inaugurated in 1889. The first term was fif-

teen weeks long and the tuition fees were $12; the sec-
ond term was twelve weeks long and cost $10; the third
term was eleven weeks costing $9. The tuition for
music was $10, the use of the piano $4, and instruction
on the organ $15. The catalogue gently reminded the
reader that "it is only through the aid furnished by the
Lawrence Funds that these terms of instruction can be
offered to the public."

In spite of the small size and unfavorable conditions
of the school, the students savored their days of friend-
ship and instruction. "We pay the highest tribute to
our honored principal and friend, Mr. Tower, and also
to Miss Farnsworth [preceptress] who has made our
classroom very pleasant." The entire Academy took
sleigh rides to distant inns and frolicked at the annual
spring picnic at Nabnassett. The graduating class
joined the annual reunion of the alumni held at the
town hall. For the admission price of 50 cents there
was supper at 7 and dancing at 9 to Brigham's
Orchestra of Marlboro.

The Lawrencian

The Student's Aid was no longer published after June
25, 1891. It was succeeded the following December by
the premier issue of The Lawrencian, a larger and more
attractively designed student publication. Illustrations
appear for the first time through the use of "half-tone
engravings" and "lithograph sheets."

Seven monthly issues were published through June,
1892, at a subscription rate of 10 cents for single copies
and 75 cents per year. The only issue to appear the fol-
lowing year was the "centennial number," published in
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June, 1893, as a commemorative souvenir of the cele-
bration at a price of 25 cents.

These eight issues of The Lawrencian contain student
essays, poetry, articles by alumni and a column called
"Alumni Notes." Unfortunately, The Lawrencian was not
published again until 1911.

Percy Wallace MacKaye

A wide-eyed young boy of thirteen with long wavy
hair brushed back, arrived at Lawrence Academy in
September, 1888. A mischievous smile and cosmopoli-
tan flair distinguished him from the other seven gen-
tlemen in the Classical Department. He was far away
from the world he knew, his birthplace New York City
and Grammar School No. 40, where he had been a stu-
dent for the previous four years.

Percy Wallace MacKaye (pronounced: ma-ky') was
the son of Mary (Medbery) MacKaye, the author of a
widely used dramatization of Pride and Prejudice, and
Steele MacKaye, an eminent dramatist, actor and
"inventor in the art of the theatre."

After graduating from Harvard in 1897, Percy mar-
ried the poet Marion Homer Morse in 1898 and wrote
his first major work, The Canterbury Pilgrims, in 1903.
The first New York production of his Jeanne d'Arc, A
Tragedy, was presented in 1907. Three more plays fol-
lowed in quick succession, the last of which — The
Scarecrow — earned him critical acclaim. Over the next
forty-nine years, he created over twenty-five plays and
over one hundred books of poems, essays and biogra-
phies.

Percy Wallace MacKaye, ca. 1922 (Courtesy of Harvard
College "Twenty-fifty Anniversary Report of the Class of
1897.")

The desirability of the two institutions
uniting seems so great that we feel like
doing something by the end of this pre-
sent term if satisfactory arrangements
can be made. The High School numbers
some forty-five scholars — to be sure they
are not all High School scholars — part
would be better off in a grammar school
but there is none for them in town.
Hence the desirability of making one
which could be done in the Butler build-
ing if all the High School scholars could
be sent to a High School in the Academy.

Principal C. W. Howe
Groton High School

in a Utter to Dr. Samuel A. Green
May 1, 1886

Groton, Mass.
Feb. 3, 1888
My dear Dr. Green:

It has become evident to me that some
change must soon be made in the man-
agement of the Academy if we are to do
efficient work. We are not nearly strong
enough to attract pupils from a distance.
Our railroad accommodations are not
good, and the high school attracts most of
the town scholars. I have only twenty-
four scholars this term, and most of those
do not intend to complete any course here.

While I do not think that the
Academy should be allowed to become a
mere local school, it seems to me that if
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the trustees could make some move to
attract the town scholars xoithout surren-
dering any of their own powers that it
would be a present and future advantage
to us. A number of town scholars would
give the school more efficiency and popu-
larity, and might serve as a nucleus for
the gathering of larger numbers from the
neighboring towns.

I am confident that the trustees will
look into this matter carefully and decide
for the best. 1 shall be happy to write more
at length if you wish me to.

Yours very truly,
SanfordL. Cutler

Auburndale, Mass.
March 15, 1888
My dear Dr. Green:

I was disappointed not to find you in
Boston, as there were a number of things
that I wished to speak of with you. The
new High School principal at Groton
works well and is generally liked, so that
I don't see that there is at present any
way for the academy to gain at the
expense of that school. I hope that some
time the whole school will be merged into
the academy.

May I trouble you to answer any ques-
tions that may come to you as to my suc-
cess in teaching'? And may I trouble you
also to send me a statement of you own
estimate of my work which I can use as a
testimonial?

Though his earliest works were conventional poetic
dramas, his independent spirit soon led him in other
directions, moving away from the commercial theater
into pioneering the civic pageant in America. The
masque had returned to vogue in England as a popu-
lar entertainment and MacKaye led its popularization
in the United States. St. Louis, A Civic Masque, pro-
duced in the summer of 1914 had a cast of 7,500 citi-
zens of St. Louis and played before half a million
people in five performances. The most widely applaud-
ed of these productions was Caliban, produced to com-
memorate the tercentenary of the death of
Shakespeare. Seventeen performances with a cast of
5,000 Bostonians played before 250,000 spectators in
Harvard Stadium. A critic stated in 1925: "No one liv-
ing has done more than MacKaye for this super-art
form of die people's dieater."

Few of MacKaye's works are produced today; the
masque as a popular art form was short lived. His
poems fail to be included in modern anthologies of
"great" poetry, and only a few of his works still appear
in Boohs in Print. But in his day, Percy MacKaye was a
phenomenon. He traveled the length and breadth of
America, deriving inspiration from such diverse
sources as Kentucky folklore and Shakespeare's
Hamlet. He lectured at Sweet Briar, Columbia, Yale and
a number of other universities. He received the first
commission from the Federal Government to write
and produce a national festival (1931), was honored by
a national testimonial from the National Arts Club
(1945) and won the $5000 Fellowship Award (1948) of
the Academy of American Poets for "his creative con-
tributions over half a century, in association with his
wife, Marion Morse MacKaye."

A major characteristic of both MacKaye's poetry and
his dramatic works was its dedication to American and
democratic themes. Much of his poetry was commemo-
rative of personalities and events in American history
including Abraham Lincoln, Walt Whitman and
Thomas Edison. In May of 1942, Percy MacKaye wrote
and read one of his poems at the grave of John Hilton
Starr, a Lawrence Academy graduate (Class of 1937)
who had died in a plane crash while in the service of
his country.

High in die heavens, he passed the test of Heaven.
Far, far below him curved the cup of the world,
Filled with die wines of dawn and evening, even
As quiet dews lie in a crocus curled.

Deep in the quiet a wild bee is humming:
"Quaff of this wine of immortality.
Sip of this dew of sorrow's joy, becoming
Even as the day and night, that never die

Because they love each other, and give life
To all who share their ever-changeful being
Blended of light and dark, of peace and strife,
Of bliss and pain, and blindness healed widi

seeing."

Blind 'gainst the black rock crashed the
bomber's wing;

But still he heard die wild bee murmuring.

Percy Wallace MacKaye was among the scholars of
Lawrence Academy in 1888 and 1889 who took charge
of their education and ousted an inferior principal.
Years later a critic would call him, "die man who has
fought for a dream." It was not only true of his years as
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an eminent writer but also true of his years as an
Academy scholar. He died in 1956.

Engage the Alumni

The trustees were determined to pursue every
opportunity to raise funds for the Academy and
renewed their efforts with the alumni. Dinners were
held in the town hall after graduation exercises in
1890 and 1891.

Over two hundred alumni, trustees and friends
attended the dinner in 1891 which was extensively
reported in The Boston Journal; "From the platform,
almost concealed by a profuse floral display, Brigham's
Orchestra discoursed stirring music." Principal Tower
was introduced as "one who has stood at the forefront
of the battle." His speech was earnest and candid;
"Lawrence Academy is not dead. Our enrollment has
increased to thirty-eight students this year." The
President of the Board, Colonel Needham, concluded
the after-dinner speeches with optimism and elan;
"Strength exists not alone in numbers. This Academy
has vitality and imparts it to its students." If Lawrence
Academy was not dead, it was surely gasping for
breadi; and everybody knew it.

The alumni and alumnae of Lawrence Academy met
for a dinner on April 23, 1892, at the United States
Hotel in Boston. It was the first time in the history of
the Academy that such an event was not held in
Groton. Following a reception and dinner, more than
two hundred guests participated in "spirited recita-
tions," no doubt drawing upon their Academy training
to reveal information about their lives. "Some of the

answers provoked considerable merriment, particularly
that of a clergyman who said his name was die same as
before he was married. The ladies too, not withstand-
ing the delicate subject of age, spoke up bravely."

Francis M. Boutwell spoke on behalf of the alumni
committee with a discreet plea for donations to the
school. One specific project was discussed: new plumb-
ing and heating for Bigelow Hall. A total of eight hun-
dred and fourteen dollars was raised, far short of a two
thousand dollar goal.

Mrs. Charlotte A. L. Sibley was acknowledged at the
dinner for her "liberal aid" to the Academy. She spent
over three thousand dollars for the complete repair of
Brazer and Dana houses between 1889 and 1895. Mrs.
Sibley was the widow of John L. Sibley who had been
the librarian of Harvard College for many years. A
highlight of Mrs. Sibley's philanthropy was her gift of
the land and $12,000 for the Groton Public Library
which was dedicated May 18, 1893.

Miss Claribel A. Brooks, classical department gradu-
ate of 1882, "gave a spirited recitation in her own inim-
itable way" and pledged sixty dollars to furnish a room
in Bigelow Hall. It was called the Townsend room and
designated for scholars attending the Academy from
Claribel's native town. It was hoped that the theme
would attract additional donations but that never hap-
pened. The interior of Bigelow Hall was not trans-
formed into a map of northern Middlesex County.

Eliel Shumway

The death of Eliel Shumway on June 14, 1891, was

While I am very pleasantly situated at
Groton, still it seems best for a variety of
reasons that I should be on the look-out
for another opening. I want a position
that is a little more secure and that will
bring me in contact more with other
teachers so that I can learn from them. It
is very likely that a position such as I
wish will not be attainable for some time,
and I shall not wish to leave Groton
until it is. Will you regard this matter as
confidential, when you think it expedient
to speak of it to other trustees'? I do not
wish to have my intentions become such
a common topic of conversation in
Groton as Mr. Howe's were for two years
before he left.

Yours sincerely,
SanfordL. Cutler

There has been a large number of
"absolutely unavoidable" absences this
term; for many of which the same excuse
has been tendered — "had a bad
headache"; but these headaches have
never been so severe but that the sufferers
could climb to the top of one of the high-
est hills in Groton with their friends and
enjoy the beauties of the surrounding
landscape for the remainder of the after-
noon.

from The Students' Aid
September 5, 1888
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Eliel Shumway, 1809-1891. A large benefactor of the Academy.

so significant that the entire Academy — students,
teachers and trustees — attended the funeral.
Shumway was a member of the board from 1868 until
1887 and served as treasurer of the corporation from
1874.

Born in Townsend, Vermont, in 1809, Shumway was
raised in Oxford, Massachusetts, until age twenty when
he traveled to Townsend to work for an uncle. He
invented a machine for coopering that accelerated
manufacturing and earned him a large sum of money.
He lived in West Groton (Squannacook Village) for
twelve years and dien moved to Groton, nearly oppo-
site the town hall, where he spent the rest of his life. A
nursery (vines and trees), farming and real estate were
among Shumway's business interests. His political
ambitions were sated through positions such as town
selectman, Groton district state representative, town
assessor and overseer of the poor. Conservative, reli-
gious, generous, patriotic and witty, Shumway was con-
sumed with an interest in the education of the young
— and the town Academy. "I want them to have a bet-
ter chance than I ever had," he once remarked.

A special meeting of the trustees was held on July 6,
1891, "to discuss matters in relation to the will of the
late Eliel Shumway of Groton." Shumway had made
the Academy residuary legatee of nearly all his proper-
ty — an amount that the trustees estimated to be worth
more than sixty thousand dollars. (Shumway had
requested several years earlier that the board vote its
approval for this type of donation.) This was the largest
benefaction in the history of the school and the
trustees were prompt to boast about it in the 1892 cata-
logue; "The present endowment fund is nearly
$100,000, although less than half of this is at present
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available." Availability was a small detail; this was the Academy that occurred just in time for the centennial WALKED OUT. — Wednesday
first event in the financial restoration of Lawrence celebration. morning, after prayers, about twenty of

the students of Lawrence Academy
marched out of the school-room and have
not returned. Previous to the closing of
the fall term, all but three of the students
signed a petition for the removal of the
principal. There has been no school ses-
sion since Wednesday morning, but the
principal, with untiring perseverance,

*• has continued to ring the bell regularly.
The scholars attending this well and
favorably known institution of learning
feel that they ought to have a principal
well qualified to instruct them in all the
branches of learning taught at the acade-
my, and also one who will command the
respect of his pupils. It is the wish of the
students that a competent scholar will be
appointed principal, and that before
many days the academy will resume its
duties. The principal, who is retired, was
highly recommended by one of the lately
appointed trustees in Groton. It cannot
be said that he was not an earnest, reli-
gious devotee, and a man of good princi-
ples. The assistant principal, Miss
Farnsworth, is popular with the students,
and is a very competent instructor.

Turner's Public Spirit, Ayer
January 19, 1889
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Mr. Editor: In regard to the report of
the so-called strike at Lawrence Academy,
allow me to say that I prepared a state-
ment covering the trouble fully and can-
didly. I am persuaded out of dislike of
precipitating a public controversy, how-
ever advantageous the result of such
might be to myself personally, to withhold
the statement from the newspapers for the
present, but if anyone interested in the
academy, or concerned in this particular
matter, desires further information about
the trouble, I will be glad to give them the
whole truth, and what I may be allowed
to call my side of the case.

J. Q. Hayward

Turner's Public Spirit, Ayer
February 2, 1889

RESIGNED. — Mr. Hayward
resigned as principal of Lawrence
Academy on Tuesday. Sessions of the
school commenced'the next day.

Turner's Public Spirit, Ayer
January 26, 1889

ACADEMY. — Everything works
smoothly at Lawrence Academy. The new
teacher is popular with the students, and
it is expected that the number will be
greatly increased the spring term.

Turner's Public Spirit, Ayer
February 9, 1889

Mr. Tower, our much respected and
very able principal, retains always his
calm, dignified demeanor, helping over
their mistakes, the Virgil class, which has
at last triumphantly followed Aeneas
through half his misfortunes. Keen to
detect every error, he makes his corrections
with a smile that encourages even our
youngest member...

from The Students' Aid
June 26, 1889

...many a young boy comes fresh from
the bosom of a pure family, with the
mother's kiss and benediction still aglow
in his countenance, to be enticed into the
ways of evil, and before the close of the
session to be sent away a moral wreck...

f. W.Jackson
The Demands of the High School

1890

13th. I give and bequeath to the
Trustees of the Lawrence Academy..to be
paid to it at the decease of my wife Emma
P. Shumway, what shall then remain of
the proceeds of my personal prop-
erty... and all the aforesaid legacies, and
interest and income of the personal and
real estate as before bequeathed, and also
the net proceeds of my real
estate... expended by [the Trustees] for
support of the education in said
Academy.

from the will of
Eliel Shumway

Voted — To authorize and empower
the Finance Committee to accept any and
all sums of money, bonds and other secu-
rities from persons disposing to give the
same for the use and benefit of this
Institution and said committee is autho-
rized to accept the same outright, or upon
the condition that the income thereof shall
be paid over to the donor during his or her
life and upon the death of said donor said
gift to belong to said Academy discharged
from all conditions and trusts.

Trustees' minutes
June 21, 1888
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The school colors, blue and white,
have at last been decided upon and are
now used freely in articles of clothing or
ribbon appendages, according to the taste
of each...Looking over the names of
alumni, how can the present student be
other than proud to think that he wears
the blue and white of Lawrence
Academy?

from The Lawrencian
May, 1892





1893 The Centennial Celebration

A significant effort by the trustees to marshall the
alumni in support of the Academy occurred in

June, 1890, when they established "an auxiliary
Committee of the Alumni of the Academy." At the
same meeting, trustees Needham, Green and Porter
were selected to "consider the propriety of having a
Centennial Celebration."

The Alumni Committee submitted a report to the
trustees the following year which strongly urged the
trustees to make repairs and improvements immediate-
ly to the buildings and grounds. Trustees Needham and
Gates were designated a "Committee to cooperate with
the Alumni... [and] all other matters suggested in the
report of the Alumni Committee [were] laid upon the
table."

Preparations for the centennial celebration began
in earnest at a meeting in June, 1892, when Daniel
Needham and George A. Sanderson were chosen to
organize the event. A prestigious list of alumni was
formed as the Committee on Invitations and listed on
the formal invitation which was sent to all students.
Conspicuously absent from the list are any alumnae
of the Academy. Their history and accomplishments
were neither acknowledged nor preserved for the first
century of the Academy. Only marriages were record-
ed. Academy women were well represented on the
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We have not come together to discuss
whether this academy will have as great
a future as it has had a history; we have
not come together to consider whether the
time of the usefulness of this, or any
other academy, has passed away; we
have not come together to consider
whether or not the high school, estab-
lished now in almost every prosperous
town and village is to supersede the
necessity of the academy, and that it will
fail hereafter of reasonable support, —
but we have come together to consider the
old days, — the days gone by when we
were boys and girls together; when we
enjoyed the luxury of play, and the sweet
communion of beautiful young ladies,
intelligent, industrious, studious and
wise...

I hold in my hand this moment a let-
ter which communicates to me, as the
official head of the Lawrence Academy,
that $10,000 are awaiting my signature
for this institution. (Applause.) $10,000
which can be used in such way as the
Board of Trustees may deem best for the
future prosperity and welfare of the
Academy.

from the speech of
Daniel Needham at the

centennial celebration
June 17, 1893

Reception Committee, however.

It rained all day on the 17th of June, 1893. In spite
of the inclement weather, the one hundredth anniver-
sary of Lawrence Academy was a well attended and
august celebration. The Lowell Weekly Journal reported,
"...the exercises were attended by 500 people. Those
living in neighboring towns came in carriages and
barges, but a great many came from distant cities.
Many of the town people kept open house." A recep-
tion was held at the Academy at eleven o'clock, fol-
lowed by a "public dinner" in the town hall at one
o'clock. The newspaper reported that, "The dinner
was a good one, with no hurry at all, and while it was in
progress Bulkeley's Orchestra of Ayer gave a pro-
gramme." The musicians and the celebrants were well
rehearsed from previous annual Academy alumni din-

Colonel Daniel Needham called the assembled to
order with aplomb and good news: John Prescott
Bigelow's gift of $10,000 to the Academy was now avail-
able (activated by the death of Bigelow's housekeep-
er). This second event in the financial restoration of
Lawrence Academy in the 1890s could not have come
at a better time. Needham made the most of it with a
dramatic announcement and set the tone for a more
cheerful celebration.

Colonel Needham apologized for the absence of two
trustees, both sons of the Academy: Dr. Green (suffer-
ing from the effects of a painful tooth) and the
Honorable William A. Richardson.

William Adams Richardson

He was a legacy not only through his father, Daniel
(Class of 1799), but also through his uncle, William
Merchant Richardson (sixth preceptor of. the
Academy). Although absent from the centennial cele-
bration, Richardson wrote a letter which was published
for the occasion and an article for the centennial num-
ber of The Lawrencian.

Born in Tyngsboro in 1821, William was fitted at
Groton Academy (1837 to 1839) for Harvard College
(Class of 1843) where he appears to have reached no
special prominence. A classmate said of him, "He was
what in those days was called a 'dig'; always prepared
with his task rather by dint of hard work than by facility
of acquisition."

Upon graduation and in preparation for admission
to the bar (1846), William read law and attended
Harvard Law School. His brother, Daniel, took him
into partnership in Lowell where he practiced law and
received an appointment as a judge of probate. When
the general statutes of Massachusetts were revised dur-
ing the 1850s, Richardson collaborated with another
Academy scholar, Judge Joel Parker. Richardson per-
formed this task with "scrupulous fidelity," a descrip-
tion that transcends the jealous and resentful tone of
"dint of hard work."

Richardson remained as a judge of probate and
insolvency for Middlesex County until 1869 when his
friend, George S. Boutwell, summoned him to
Washington as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.
(The formal appointment was made by President
Grant, of course.) Richardson succeeded Boutwell as
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William Adams Richardson, Class of 1839, trustee from
1863 to 1896, Secretary of the United States Treasury
from 1869 to 1874.

Secretary of the Treasury and served until June, 1874,
when President Grant appointed him to the office of
judge of the court of claims, of which he became the
chief justice in 1885.

Judge Richardson was an active promoter of the
jubilee, ninetieth and centennial celebrations. "Official
duties and other circumstances" had prevented his
attendance from all of the celebrations but William
Adams Richardson cherished the Academy and the
town. (He sent his family to Groton for vacations.)
Judge Richardson had served as a trustee of Lawrence
Academy for thirty-three years when he died in 1896.

"Wreath Them Again with Our Laurels"

Colonel Needham introduced the first of many
speakers, Lieutenant Governor Roger Wolcott, who
commenced the program with "the kindliest greetings
of the Commonwealth." The president of the alumni
association and mayor of Waltham, Byron B. Johnson,
answered the question in his speech, "What has
Lawrence Academy done for the world?"

Miss Laura S. Watson, principal of Abbott Academy,
delivered a touching and intelligent recollection of her
years as preceptress, concluding with the remark; "the
influence of this school is operative in all those fields
where life demands the best there is in heart and
brain..." This was the first time in the history of the
Academy that a speech was presented by a woman at
an alumni dinner or anniversary celebration.

The Honorable George S. Boutwell was the next
person to stand and address the alumni. "I am certain-

Bui a noble institution like Lawrence
Academy does not grow old. Her's is the
bloom of perennial youth and vigor, and
year after year, she stands the same, bid-
ding her children go forth with hope and
courage to the race of life.

from the speech of
Harriet 0. Nelson at the

centennial celebration
funel7, 1893

We want a play-ground, where we can
indulge in the athletic sports without
danger to windows — or our pockets.

from The Student's Aid
fune 19, 1878

I remember one night when I was leav-
ing school for my home, Miss Butler, a
spinster daughter of Caleb Butler, who
lived directly opposite the Academy,
called me into her house and gave me a
basket of peaches which she had picked in
her garden to take home to my mother.
Oh, such peaches! I am sure there are no
such peaches raised now-a-days. I remem-
ber as I trudged along with this basket of
luscious peaches that I soon began to rea-
son in this way. "Now my mother is per-
fectly sure to give me one of those peaches
when I get home, and how much better it
would be to have it now than after 1 have
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had my supper." You must recollect that
I was a very little boy, with all the moral
support that came of the floggings I had
had in the primary school I had just left.
It must also be remembered that I was
probably very hungry. I had had hardly
anything to eat since I ate my breakfast.
My mental and physical conditions com-
bined led me to try one of the peaches, one
however, only gave me an intense
appetite for another. The result tuas that
every peach stone in that basket had been
thrown over the wall before I reached
home. I didn't enlarge very much that
evening upon the subject of peaches. The
next morning I took the basket back and
gave as polite a message as I could to
whomever came to the door, that my
mother was much obliged for that deli-
cious basket of fruit.

from the speech of
Joseph B. Moors at the
centennial celebration

June 17, 1893

ly the last person who ought to be invited to speak on
this occasion," he humbly confessed. After a tiresome
review of the legal precedents for the public school sys-
tem and a brief analysis of population growth,
Boutwell concluded with the suggestion that the
Academy should find "a special field of teaching [in
order] that it will be useful in the time to come as in
the times past. This institution...must rest upon the
Alumni...or it must fall."

Miss Harriet O. Nelson, Academy preceptress from
1864 to 1868, graciously represented the former teach-
ers of the Academy in her speech. She was poignant
("we have been congratulating one another on not
growing old in feelings or in looks") and witty ("jokes
which are so delightful to the memory of students, fail
to awaken a sense of fun in teachers").

The greetings of Williams College were conveyed by
Professor L. W. Spring who was followed by Rev.
Endicott Peabody, bearing the greetings of a small
school. "What shall be the future of this Academy?" he
asked. "Isn't it the most important question that is
before you today?" The minister (and trustee) promot-
ed contributions to a fund that would raise the standard
of scholarship and national appeal of the Academy.

Alumnus and novelist, Burton W. Potter, who had
married a classmate (Fannie Wright), compared the
sunsets in Groton to those of the Rhine, Switzerland
and Great Britain; "I have never seen finer sunsets any-
where." He went on to extol the supreme importance
of the faculty; "I think we ought to remember to speak
a good word for our faithful teachers, who next to our
parents exercise the most potent influence in the for-
mation of our characters."

Trustee Rev. Edward G. Porter entreated the alumni
for contributions to the Academy for "a ball-ground
such as our boys think they need; and perhaps they are
not unreasonable in making this request."

Former principal Rev. Nathan Thompson confessed,
"No heart has been more rejoiced today than mine."
The next speaker was the principal of the Academy,
Alfred O. Tower. "We need more help, we need better
furnishings in our buildings," he pleaded. "We need
more room outside the buildings. This is an age of ath-
letics, and we glory in the fact. A sound mind in a
sound body is the cry of the hour."

George A. Sanderson, alumnus, trustee and secre-
tary of the alumni association, was followed by Joseph
B. Moors who focused his memories of Academy days
on a basket of peaches.

The next gentleman to look again into the faces of
old schoolmates from the podium was William Amos
Bancroft, the mayor of Cambridge and future trustee
of the Academy (1897-1908). He responded to the
recent comment by Mayor Harrison of Chicago that
"the world would not have lost much if the Pilgrims
had gone to the bottom instead of landing on
Plymouth Rock." Bancroft boasted, "Chicago would
hardly have been developed without New England
brains and New England capital...defame not the peo-
ple whose descendants are represented by the pupils of
the Lawrence Academy, for by doing so you defame
the founders of all that is best in your own city." The
audience was enraptured by the mayor who received
the most generous applause of the celebration.

Born and raised in Groton and a son of the
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Academy, Charles Warren Stone stood proudly before
the anniversary audience as a member of Congress. He
had graduated from Williams College in the Class of
1863 (which he entered at the beginning of the sopho-
more year); was a principal and superintendent of
schools in Pennsylvania, state senator and representa-
tive, lieutenant governor and secretary of state. Stone
reminisced about his Academy days; "I wish that some
of my Democratic colleagues in Congress would be
equally honest and considerate...as my classmates in
the Lawrence Literary Association."

The next orator was a colleague of Stone's in the
Congress — Charles H. Mansur, the Second
Comptroller of the U. S. Treasury. He came to the
Academy in 1850 from a log schoolhouse in the west-
ern borders of Missouri. "Are we not about to pass
from die steam age into the age of electricity?" he won-
dered. "It may be that ere another century shall pass,
man will travel through the air even as the birds do." A
practical joker and girl-chaser as an Academy boy,
Mansur returned to his alma mater for the centennial
with prescience and prophecies; "we might extend our
energies to the sun, the moon and the planets, and
even conquer them."

Dr. Cecil Franklin Patch Bancroft, principal of
Phillips Academy, Andover, expressed the best wishes
from the fifteen-year-older institution. Three genera-
tions of the principal's ancestry had lived in Groton
and he taught at Groton district school No. 2 in the
late 1850s, between his studies at Dartmouth College.
Bancroft's speech, resplendent widi pro-academy senti-
ments, was a refreshing and scholarly antidote to the
irritating opinions of George S. Boutwell.

"Holy Emulation of the Departed"

The last speaker at the one hundreth anniversary
celebration of Lawrence Academy was Rev. William
James Batt. The honor was bestowed upon him
because he was the most senior member of the board
of trustees in attendance. After holding pastorates in
Bedford, Leominster and Stoneham, the Brown
University and Andover Theological trained minister
became the first chaplain of the Concord reformatory
in 1885.

Batt paid tribute to deceased members of die Board
of Trustees with whom he had been closely associated
since 1871: Luce, Bennett, Cummings, Hildreth,
Phillips and Joy. The solemn ritual continued with a
"humble tribute to instructors of praiseworthy devo-
tion and exceeding merit" who were Eliezer Jewell
Marsh, Principals Fletcher, Ball and Preceptress
Watson. Rev. Batt listed twelve more members of the
Academy faculty who were deceased; he had awakened
the spirits of Groton and Lawrence Academy to share
in the centennial joy.

The Reverend Mr. Batt concluded; "This tribute is
very humble and does not at all match the worth of
these men and women, or the value of the services they
rendered to us and to die world. But we can do no less
than mention their names, and, so to speak, wreathe
diem again with our laurels on this centennial day."

Lawrence Academy had crossed the threshold into
its second century.

It was my privilege to serve with him
[Charles Mansur] in Congress for three
years before his appointment to his pre-
sent honorable position, and frequently
he would stroll over to my desk and soon
the conversation would turn to Groton
and the old Academy, and he would
always ask me if I remembered "Love
Lane'?" and then his eyes would glisten
and there would come over him a sort of
an air of reminiscent ecstacy. There was
always, however, an annoying incom-
pleteness about Brother Mansur's stories
and reminiscences. For instance he told
us a little while ago about a sleigh ride
with a young lady and the catastrophe,
and how he "put his arm around-" and
there he stopped. Around what? Around
whom? Tell us the whole story...

from the speech of
Charles W. Stone at the

centennial celebration
June 17, 1893





1893-1899 The Second Century Begins

The trustees were busy with a variety of decisions
hard on the heels of the centennial celebration.

They designated one half of the ten thousand dollars
from the estate of John Prescott Bigelow as "the
Bigelow Fund." However, two years later, the trustees
published a "Financial History" of the Academy, in
which they revealed that the entire amount had been
"expended and invested as follows: five thousand dol-
lars applied to the payment of Eliel Shumway's note;
thirty-eight hundred dollars expended for repairs and
steam heat; and twelve hundred dollars invested."

Within the surviving records of the Academy, there
is no record or mention of a note due Eliel Shumway
until 1894; nor is there any mention after June, 1890,
of the corporation's debt which at diat date stood at
over four thousand dollars. The finances of Lawrence
Academy appear to be a confusing web of present
holdings, future bequests and dubious cash flow. This
is what transpired: before his death in 1891, Eliel
Shumway, treasurer of the board, personally paid off
the entire outstanding debt of the Academy. That
amount ($4306.69) became a note due Shumway
which was paid to his estate in 1894 by the Academy
Corporation out of the principal of the Bigelow Fund.

When Principal Tower complained to the trustees
about his present accommodations in Bigelow Hall,
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Academy group under Principal Tower (top row, far right).
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they jumped. They could scarcely afford to lose the
popular and revered principal. If immediate repairs to
Bigelow Hall were not to his satisfaction, they would
arrange to place Brazer House "at his disposal." It was
currently under lease to Mrs. Sibley and "recently occu-
pied by the late Lieutenant Smith." If the trustees'
minutes are correct, Brazer house had been turned
into a morgue.

For the first time in over three decades, the
Academy was not severely burdened with debt. The
"Financial Statement" of 1895 proudly stated; "The
only money which the Academy now owes is four hun-
dred dollars borrowed during the present year to pay
for coal." That was the best news. The worst news was
the condition of the economy in the United States,
described in the report as "the great depression that
has prevailed in business circles during the past eigh-
teen months." The panic of 1893 became a depression
which continued until the spring of 1897. It lowered
the value of the endowment fund from $100,000 (as
stated in the 1894 catalogue) to $75,000 (1895 through
1897 catalogues). Of course, these numbers included
the unrealized estate of Eliel Shumway. The Academy
portfolio was invested in railroad bonds ($22,791),
mortgages ($7,330) and real estate ($3,500). The pro-
jected income for 1896 was $1,300; it turned out to be
$712.67. With over half the mileage of the country's
railroads in the hands of receivers and a full-blown
depression underway, the financial struggle of the
trustees and the Academy continued.

The president of the board of trustees, Colonel Dan-
iel Needham, died in 1895 and was succeeded by
George Augustus Sanderson, a graduate of the Acad-
emy (1881), Yale (1885) and Boston University School

of Law (1887). The following year brought the deaths
of trustees Richardson and Spaulding which prompted
Dr. Samuel Green, the historian, to write; "It appears
that two Trustees of the Academy lay dead and un-
buried at the same time, an occurrence which never
happened before in the history of the school, and, con-
sidering the small number of the Board, it is a very re-
markable circumstance."

The object of a special meeting of the trustees in
April, 1895, was to discuss the financial condition of the
school "and also to hear suggestions from the Executive
Committee of the Alumni Association in regard to pro-
moting the best interests of the Academy." It is the first
time that a formal organization of the alumni met with
the board of trustees, four of whom were alumni.

A curious combination of gifts arrived at the
Academy in 1896. Mrs. Sibley donated a piano; alumnus
trustee Dr. Benjamin Hall Hartwell delivered a lawn
mower; James Lawrence added to the gymnasium equip-
ment; and Dr. Miles Spaulding contributed a skeleton.

Student Life

The daily activities of the Academy were little
changed through the years after the centennial.
Historical milestones widi their requisite celebrations
and fanfare provide entirely different experiences for
students, teachers, trustees and alumni. What the cen-
tennial failed to deliver was an increase in the enroll-
ment of Lawrence Academy. This was important from
a financial perspective, but critical for the survival of
the institution. Advertising, alumni and trustee solicita-
tion, and the earnest efforts of Principal Tower were

But second only to the necessity of a
better gymnasium is the demand for a
larger and better play-ground. The pre-
sent lot on High Street [now called
Powder House Road] is entirely inade-
quate to meet the requirements of lawn
tennis, base ball, foot ball, and the other
sports in which all boys should have an
opportunity to engage. A lot of land for a
play-ground, conveniently situated in
Groton, would give to the school a part
of the equipment which it must have in
order to do its best work.

from the Financial History of
Lawrence Academy, 1895
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Whereas in all schools it is considered of
the highest importance that the pupils
learn as far as possible the rules of delib-
erative assemblies and the customs of
refined society, and be brought under the
influence of the culture that comes from
literary and social gatherings, we, the
students of Lawrence Academy, do hereby
organize... The Ethesmathian Society.

The Preamble of the Society
September, 1893

The afternoon was spent in the discus-
sion of ways and means of meeting defi-
ciency in revenue for the present year
and in planning for the next year...the
President was authorized to interview
certain parties as to the renting of our
buildings, in case we must close the
school. The Secretary was authorized to
place the valuable records and papers of
the Academy in the vault of the public
library of the town, for safe keeping.. .Dr.
Hartwell was authorized to confer with
the School Committee of Groton with ref-
erence to the possibility of the town high
school scholars using the Academy.

from the minutes of the
Executive Committee,

February 22, 1897

all employed to expand the student body. None of
them had an impact.

Instruction in shorthand and typewriting were
added to the curriculum in 1893 and offered "to pupils
who desired it." Was the Academy trying to expand its
appeal to secretarial students? The chatter of typewrit-
ers had never before echoed through the schoolhouse,
nor had "the quick brown fox [that] jumped over the
lazy dog" competed with Latin or Greek.

A debating and literary organization called the
Ethesmathian Society [Greek: desire for learning] was
founded in the fall of 1893. It replaced the disbanded
Literary Society and met every Thursday evening in the
library. The first two scenes of Shakespeare's Twelfth
Night were presented at the first meeting on October
26th. Readings and essays ("Parlor Games: Why should
we play them?") complemented dramatic pres-
entations while strict adherence to parliamentary rules
governed spirited debates. Topics of discussion that
appear frequently in the society minutes are manners,
letter writing and introductions. The society was dom-
inated by the female students of the Academy. They
outnumbered the gentlemen in the society, two to one.
But there is also the faint trace of the "finishing
school" mentality in the substance and style of the
Ethesmathian Society of Lawrence Academy in the
1890s. After all, something had to be done to resist the
decadence of Oscar Wilde and Pierre Louys.

The students presented the popular drama Above the
Clouds at the town hall in November, 1896. It was an
ambitious production with a cast of eleven drawn from
an enrollment of thirty-six students. It was advertised
that the proceeds from the play would be used to pur-

chase a flag for the Academy. One scene in the second
act, "Government bonds and bank notes," satirizes the
difficult economic times. If the trustees had been
inspired by the play sooner, they would have owned
government bonds rather than those of the Central
Wisconsin Rail Road which defaulted and devastated
the value of the Academy investment portfolio.

The play ends happily enough; the curtain falls after
a final scene entitled, "Now all is bright again."
Unfortunately, the real drama at Lawrence Academy
was becoming darker.

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting
in February, 1897, describe the macabre sensibilities of
the trustees — the worst-case scenario was discussed
and planned: close the school, rent the buildings and
store valuable records.

A near fatal blow to the Academy occurred two
months later: Principal Tower tendered his resignation
and stated he had accepted a position in a neighboring
town. The board met in special session on April 19,
1897. They accepted the resignation and authorized
the treasurer "to borrow $120 to pay Mr. Tower the
sum owed him [$230]." The Executive Committee
which now included Rev. Endicott Peabody were
empowered by the board to make "all arrangements
for the future." The trustees also voted to use the
income of the larger Lawrence endowment fund to
keep the Academy open, a financial strategy that was
contrary to the provisions of the endowment but neces-
sary, given the "present emergency."

The neighboring town where Principal Tower
accepted a position was Pepperell where he became



the principal of the high school and superintendent of
schools. Tower published many textbooks in mathe-
matics during his career and held the position of
superintendent in many school districts in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire until his retire-
ment in 1921. He traveled extensively with his wife,
Clara, until his death in 1932.

The trustees met for their annual meeting on June
19, 1897. They suspended the required reading of the
By-Laws at the beginning of the meeting — a proce-
dure that had been done for one hundred and four
years. The treasurer's report was "not completed;"
therefore, the Finance Committee was unable to sub-
mit its report. It is hard to believe that at one of the
most critical financial moments in the history of the
Academy, these reports were unavailable for discussion
and placement in die records. But die most extraordi-
nary business before the trustees was a "proposition"
they had received from the preceptress of the
Academy, Miss K. Isabelle Mann. She was summoned
into the library room of the Academy for an interview
widi the board.

Kate Isabelle Mann

She was twenty-tiiree years old when she entered the
library of the Academy to meet widi the trustees on die
morning of June 24,1897. The preceptress was greeted
by trustees Sanderson, Batt, Stearns, Wood, Sheedy,
Peabody, Hartwell, Gates and Voorhees. Miss Mann
had proposed in writing to the board that she be
appointed principal. It was a courageous and imagina-
tive idea — most of all, it was pioneering — there had
never been a female head of the Academy.
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The President then called upon each
one present to express his views with ref-
erence to plans for the future. The opin-
ion prevailed that it would be wise to
make the Academy a school for boys only,
and that for the coming year it was desir-
able that the income be used to put the
buildings in good condition. It was there-
fore unanimously voted that the
Academy be closed for the ensuing year.

Trustees' minutes
July 2, 1898

CLOSED FOR ONE YEAR. — The
trustees of L.A., at their meeting last
Saturday, voted to close the school for one
year. It is their intention to introduce the
town water and to attend to certain
needed improvements and repairs upon
the buildings and to change the academy
into a school for boys only. It is their
desire to make it a college preparatory
school of high grade, to enlarge its field
and to extend its usefulness.
Educationalists of experience have
advised this change as necessary for its
future development.

Turner's Public Spirii, Ayer
July 9, 1898

Miss Mann wrote a dissertation entitled, "Exposition
of the Problem of Evil" for her A.B. degree from
Boston University which she received in June, 1896.
She was hired by Principal Tower that summer and
joined only two other teachers on the faculty, both
part-time, who were responsible for "elocution and
physical culture" and music.

The trustees were impressed with her maturity,
poise and self-confidence. After she retired from the
meeting, the trustees voted to employ Kate Isabelle
Mann the thirty-fifth preceptor/principal of Lawrence
Academy "at a salary of six hundred dollars with the
tuitions and use of such portions of the buildings as
she might require." She had successfully preempted
the search process for a new principal (the strategy was
likely the idea of her predecessor) which allowed the
board to focus on their largest problem: the immedi-
ate future of the Academy. Miss Mann accepted the
position for one-half the salary that was paid to Alfred
Tower. The salary may have been part of her "proposi-
tion" and not an obvious case of discrimination. Six
hundred dollars had been Miss Mann's salary as pre-
ceptress.

A catalogue of the Academy was not printed during
the 1897-98 academic year, nor does Principal Mann's
name appear in any publication of Lawrence Academy.
The decision by the trustees to appoint a female princi-
pal was provocative and there is a sense of imperma-
nence about the tenure of Principal Mann.

A "Concert and Entertainment" evening was held on
May 2, 1898, in the town hall. The event was the First
time that the artistic talents of the Academy and
Groton School were combined. Miss Mann and a Mrs.

Sampson opened the ten act program with a "Piano
Duet." The Groton School Mandolin Club performed
"Rastus on Parade" and "Under the Double Eagle."
George D.Jefferson and Edwin H. Higley, faculty mas-
ters at Groton School, offered vocal and piano selec-
tions before the program concluded with a
presentation of Howell's farce, The Mousetrap, per-
formed by the students of Lawrence Academy.

The tiiird term and entire academic year ended in
June with examinations, prize speaking and graduating
exercises. The four members of the Class of 1898
included two women: Eleanor Adelaide Mason who
delivered an essay entitled, "Lighthouses" and Ethel
May Nye, the salutatorian. Brief addresses were made
by the trustees and also by one of their guests, Rev.
John George Robinson from Boston. This was
Robinson's only appearance in front of an Academy
audience. He was a protagonist in the biggest decision
by the board and the most profound change in the his-
tory of the school.

Metamorphosis and Reverend John George
Robinson

Principal Mann was a temporary principal of
Lawrence Academy. She enabled the trustees to keep
the school open while they formulated ideas and plans
for the future, and it is very likely that she was aware of
the role she played.

The Executive Committee interviewed Rev. John
George Robinson during the spring of 1898. He stated
"upon what terms he would consider an invitation to
become Principal of the Academy." Extraordinary
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LAWRENCE ACADEMY
Boy's School. Founded 1793. Fits for all

Colleges and
Technical Schools. Terms $400. Address

H. H. C. Bingham, Principal
GROTON.

Advertisement in the
Schools and Colleges section of

Harper's New Monthly Magazine
July, 1899

THE ACADEMY HOME
Attention is particularly called to the

care that is exercised for the physical com-
fort and moral well-being of the stu-
dents. . .Every pain is taken to secure good
and wholesome food for growing boys.
The location in the town of Groton
makes possible the securing of such sup-
plies as butter, milk, eggs, and vegetables
fresh from the farm. Water is brought
from a hillside spring, and analysis
shows it to be exceptionally pure. The free
and almost mountain air is uncontami-
nated by any vitiating condition.

THE AIM OF THE A CADEMY
The aim of the Academy is to educate
boys, in the fullest sense of the word-
Education here means, not simply book
knowledge, but a symmetrical develop-
ment of the whole boy, — mind and
body, morals and manners. The student
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is surrounded by refining influences and
careful, affectionate watchfulness. He is
brought into daily, even hourly, associa-
tion with experienced and cultivated gen-
tlemen who are deeply interested in his
welfare, and who know how to win his
regard and to inspire in him an interest
in his studies and a love for the noblest
things.

COURSES OF STUDY
Provision is made for a preparatory
course extending over two years, and
three regular courses — College with
Greek, College without Greek, and
Scientific.

The Preparatory Course completes the
rudiments and gives a good start in the
more difficult studies of the following
years.

The College Courses and the Scientific
Course embrace what these names imply
— a thorough preparation for entrance
to any American college or scientific
school. These courses cover a period of
four years, and the certificate of the
Academy admits to several of the colleges
without entrance examinations.

REMARKS
TheFaculty of the Academy consists of

the Principal, the Instructors, and such
other special teachers as, from time to
time, may be found necessary.

among those terms was that "the school be changed to
one for boys only."

Born in England in 1864, Robinson was educated at
Hobart College (1891) and the Episcopal Theological
School in Cambridge (1894). He became the rector of
Grace Mission Church in South Boston in 1895, a posi-
tion he held during his negotiations with the board of
the Academy to become the principal.

How did an Episcopal rector in charge of a mission
church in South Boston with no educational experi-
ence come to the attention of the Board of Trustees of
Lawrence Academy as a suitable candidate for the prin-
cipalship? How was Robinson able to present the
board with a "detailed proposition" which included
"that he be given final control in the management of
the Academy"? The answer is Rev. Endicott Peabody.
He was a member of the Executive Committee of the
board and familiar with the Episcopal Diocese in
Boston. Trustee Peabody had for many years counseled
the board to consider "the possibilities of the develop-
ment of the Academy." The success of the church
boarding schools was manifest — Groton School's
enrollment exceeded one hundred and forty boys in
1898.

An Academy for boys only was not a novel idea
either as it was presented to the board by Robinson or
within the realm of private secondary schools, especial-
ly the surviving academies. Williston Academy became
a boys school in 1864 as did closer neighbor Worcester
Academy in 1890.

It was time to set a new course for Lawrence
Academy if it was to survive. On June 17, 1898, the

board decided to "invite Rev. Robinson to take charge
of the school upon the terms proposed by him."
Robinson met with the board on the morning of grad-
uation at the Academy and "encouraged [them] to
believe that he would accept the position tendered
him, but was not ready to give a positive answer." One
week later his answer arrived and it prompted a special
meeting of the board on July 2, 1898.

High and Dry

President Sanderson read a letter from the Rev. Mr.
Robinson to the board; "I find it impossible to break
the ties that bind me to my church work and I must
decline the invitation to take charge of the school."
The board was stunned. President Sanderson "called
upon each one present to express his views with refer-
ence to plans for the future." Trustees Green, Gates,
Sheedy, Robbins, Hartwell and Voorhees responded in
addition to the president. "The opinion prevailed that
it would be wise to make the Academy a school for
boys only, and that for the coming year it was desirable
that the income be used to put the buildings in good
condition." They voted that the Academy be closed for
the 1898-99 academic year.

Kate Isabelle Mann, received a glowing recommenda-
tion from the trustees for "good work done" and moved
to Fitchburg where she taught in the high school for
two years. She then moved to Haverhill as a teacher in
its high school from 1900 to 1902. She lived in Wey-
mouth for the next twenty-four years, taught at Roxbury
High School and received an A.M. degree in German
from Boston University in 1916. She never married and
died in 1926 after thirty years as a teacher.
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Robinson remained at the Grace Mission Church
until 1899 when he became the rector of St. Thomas'
Church in Dover, New Hampshire until 1906. He
served a parish in Pittsburgh and as a church adminis-
trator in Washington, D.C., before his arrival in New
York City in 1919. For the next seventeen years until
his death, Robinson was a chaplain at various hospitals
in the city. The Reverend Mr. Robinson devoted his
entire life to the Episcopal church; it was only once, at
Lawrence Academy, that he ever considered an alter-
native.

Closed for Repairs

During the academic year 1898-99 when the
Academy was closed, the trustees were constantly busy.
They revised and published the By-Laws of the institu-
tion along with the Acts of 1793 and 1846 (incorpora-
tion and name). The most significant change to the
By-Laws was the dissolution of the Committee on
Charities. It was replaced with the Committee on
Buildings and Grounds. Trustees Wood, Fosdick and
Stearns resigned. They were replaced by Charles
Edward Bigelow (Class of 1862), Albert E. Pillsbury
(Class of 1867) and Frank Lawrence Blood. The fol-
lowing motion was unanimously carried, "That the
Treasurer with and by the approval of the Finance
Committee be authorized to borrow a sum not exceed-
ing $5000, to furnish Bigelow Hall, and put the build-
ings in proper condition."

Such was the confidence of the board. They were
willing to borrow money again and were encouraged
by the fact that the securities in the Academy portfolio
had appreciated from January to June in 1899 by

$6,689.17. — an actual return of over 25%. The board
was very nervous in January and had almost insisted
that the Finance Committee sell. The trustees ultimate-
ly "left the matter to the discretion of the [Finance]
Committee" which fortunately exercised the correct
investment decision — probably in spite of themselves.

There were two meaningful bequests to the
Academy before the close of the decade from Dr. Miles
Spaulding ($500) and Rev. Andrew Bigelow ($1000).

The search for a new principal began in earnest dur-
ing late 1898 and early 1899. Trustee Bancroft was
added to the Executive Committee at the January spe-
cial meeting of the board in Boston (the first not held
in the library of the Academy since 1871). Colonel
Bancroft and the committee ultimately selected a man
for the principalship who was brought to their atten-
tion through either the most recent principal of the
Academy, Kate Isabelle Mann, or a lecture at the town
hall in Groton. New principals turn up in the most
obvious places.

Howard Henry Charles Bingham

Howard Henry Charles Bingham was born in
Buffalo, New York, in 1862, ten years after his father,
Episcopal minister, Rev. Joel Foote Bingham, had
graduated valedictorian of his class at Yale. Bingham
graduated from Harvard College in 1887 and spent the
next three years at the First National Bank of Junction
City, Kansas, rising to the position of teller. He
returned East to Hartford where he commenced a life-
long career as a teacher. He tutored at his home and
joined the faculty of the Hartford Public High School

The Instructors are gentlemen of high
character, selected rxrith utmost care, with
a view not only to their attainments in
learning, but also to their ability to
awaken the interest of scholars in their
studies, to influence them in their physi-
cal, intellectual, and moral development,
and to control them, without harsh and
arbitrary means.

The coming year the Academy is espe-
cially fortunate in having the assistance
of several Masters from the Groton
School, which is so favorably known
throughout the country. These gentlemen,
who are teachers of marked ability, will
come to the Academy regularly for certain
periods each week.

from the Prospectus of
Lawrence Academy

June, 1899
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in 1893 as a teacher of Latin and mathematics. The
same year he married Ora Bardwell Hill at Stoneham,
Massachusetts. In 1897 he became the associate princi-
pal of the High School in Fitchburg where he met Kate
Isabelle Mann when she joined the faculty in 1898. A
second event that may have brought Bingham to the
attention of the trustees was a lecture entitled "French
Society" that he delivered in the Groton town hall as
part of the Bigelow Free Lecture Series.

Bingham was interviewed for the last time in April
1899, and hired by the Executive Committee at a salary
of $2000. The trustees immediately contacted the
Alumni Association "to acquaint them with the action
taken and secure their cooperation."

Advertisements were placed in a variety of publica-
tions and a Prospectus of Lawrence Academy was published
in June, 1899. It contains a formal announcement of
the new principal and the changes in the Academy.

The Alumni Association sponsored an informal
reception for the new principal on Labor Day,
September 4th. It was a "Basket Picnic" on the Academy
grounds, as the trustees were eager for the alumni to
examine the "extensive improvements and renova-
tions." Foremost among the improvements was the
introduction of town water to the Academy buildings.

The End of an Era

Lawrence Academy reopened on September 20,
1899, with a new identity and mission. A confluence of
developments and events (the economy, public high
schools, the church boarding schools, the search for a
new principal) that began as long ago as the 1850s
forced the trustees to change the school. The most
profound change — from coeducation to "boys only"
— occurred at many other academies after the turn of
the century: Milton in 1900; Wesleyan (renamed
Wilbraham) in 1912; Tabor in 1916; and Monson in
1926.

Ironically, there had never been a problem with
coeducation at Lawrence Academy, inconveniences
perhaps, but never a problem. Boys and girls, gentle-
men and ladies — the scholars of the Academy for one
hundred and five years shared their educational expe-
rience in an environment that reflected the world
beyond the gates of the school. When Lawrence
Academy became a "limited school for boys" in 1899, it
was no longer an institution for "all classes of citizens"
as defined in the Act of Incorporation. The new identi-
ty was male and the new mission was the preparation
of boys for college.



1899-1915 Bring a Napkin Ring

A fter more than a year of desuetude, the Academy
bell was rung on September 20, 1899, to herald

the reopening of Lawrence Academy. Sixteen boys
were enrolled at the beginning of the fall term with
four more boys arriving later in the term. Twelve of the
twenty were day students, nine from Groton and three
from Pepperell.

The staff of the Academy was large considering the
size of the student body. Two instructors (Edwin
Bryant Treat and Walter Beardslee Wildman), a school
physician (Charles Gerry Heald, M.D.), a physical
director (John Milton Edmunds), janitor, matron
("providing particular care to the younger boys"),
cleaning person and cook were all employed by
Principal Bingham.

Boys were required to be at least eleven years old to
enter Class VII which studied arithmetic, U.S. history,
English, geography and science during sixteen periods
a week. Class VI continued the same subjects at more
advanced levels; Class V met for eighteen periods a
week and introduced Latin and French. These diree
years were the equivalent of sixth, seventh and eighth
grades and defined as the "Preparatory Course."

"College with Greek, College without Greek, and
Scientific" identified the three regular courses which
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Looking south at the intersection of Main Street and the Lowell Road, ca. 1900. (Left to right) First Parish
Church, Dana House, Main Building, Brazer House.
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covered the next period of four years at the Academy.
Class IV included Latin, Greek, algebra, geometry,
French, English and astronomy. Class III added
German and physics to the previous year's curriculum;
Class II replaced physics with chemistry and Class I
introduced electives and advanced courses. Classes I
through IV met for twenty-two periods each week.
Classroom time was forty minutes long from 8am until
lpm, everyday except Sunday.

From the rising bell at 6:30, the daily routine of stu-
dents at the Academy was carefully designed and pre-
cisely followed: breakfast at 7; assembly at 7:45; dinner
at 1 and recreation until 4:30. "Encouraged but gov-
erned," outdoor athletics were limited by the size of
the student body and the absence of an athletic field;
activities included walking, running, hiking and bicycle
riding. Exercise in the gymnasium was required of all
students from 4:30 to 5:30 "under the direction of the
physical instructor, who prescribes individual work for
different boys, to correct the particular defects
revealed by their [entrance] examination." Supper at 6
was followed by "study period" in the library from 7 to
8 for the younger boys (Classes VII, VI and V) and
from 7 to 9 for regular course students. Recreation was
allowed until 9:30 which signaled "goodnight;" lights
out at 10 (9 o'clock for the younger boys).

The Sunday program included church at 10:30, din-
ner at 1, letter writing at 4:30, supper at 6, and "read-
ing aloud and conversation" from 7 to 8:30. The
catalogue described this time as "spent in the home of
the principal where there is reading of a moral or reli-
gious tone, and afterward general conversation."

The Academy calendar contained three terms: fall,
winter and spring. Thanksgiving, Washington's Birdi-
day, Memorial Day and every Saturday afternoon and
Sunday were considered holidays; Christmas and
spring recesses completed the year. The charge for the
school year was $430 which covered "board, tuition,
plain washing and mending, light, heat, furnished
room, domestic service, use of gymnasium and church
sitting. There are no extras." Tuition for day pupils was
$100.

In order to compete with the more popular schools
of the day which had developed national reputations,
it was necessary for the Academy to promote itself
through references. The last page of the Academy
Prospectus of 1899, and subsequent annual catalogues
until 1914, was entided, "References. (By Permission.)"
Families unfamiliar with die "character and ability" of
the Academy could look to this list for endorsement. It
was a prestigious group which included: Rt. Rev.
William Lawrence, Episcopal Bishop of Massachusetts,
grandson of Amos Lawrence and trustee of Groton
School; Rev. Endicott Peabody; Prof. William F.
Osgood, Harvard College; Col. Theodore A. Bingham,
brother of the principal and military aide to the
President; Rt. Rev. William F. Nichols, Episcopal
Bishop of California; Harlan P. Amen, principal of
Phillips Exeter; and George Harris, president of
Amherst College.

The reorganization of Lawrence Academy was pro-
gressing. Clearly, its new designs and philosophies
were borrowed from die church boarding schools —
with two glaring exceptions: the Academy remained
non-sectarian and accepted a significant day-student
population.

The Lawrence Academy is now run-
ning in regular routine. Mr. John M.
Edmunds of the Y.M. C.A. ofFitchburg is
the physical instructor. Regular daily gym-
nasium classes were begun Monday after-
noon. On Friday afternoon, Sept. 22, ten
of the boys enjoyed a bicycle run to
Pepperell, with their instructors. The Yale
blue and the Harvard crimson have been
selected as the academy colors and the boys
are to have caps alike.

The Pepperell Advertiser
September 30, 1899

Besides the usual personal outfit, every
boy should bring with him a trunk, four
sheets for a single bed, three pillow cases, a
counterpane [bedspread], a comfortable
[comforter], one pair of blankets, ten tow-
els, four table napkins and a napkin ring,
a blacking brush and blacking, high rub-
ber boots, a rubber coat, and a clothes bag.

1899-1900 Catalogue

In the average town the reopening of
schools is of no particular significance to
its citizens, being merely an incident that
marks a return to the regular order of
things after the vacation season...College
towns and school towns are exceptions.
Taking, for example, the little town of
Groton, one of the best and notable school
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towns in Massachusetts, the reopening of

schools means the resumption of business.

The matter of providing education for the

young is the industry — it might be called

the profession — of the town. The history

ofGroton is to a large degree the history of

its schools. The best thought of its citizens

is devoted to educational matters. Its wis-

est and wealthiest men give freely of their

time and energy in promoting the welfare

of the boys who study there. These are some

of the reasons why Groton stands with

Andover and Exeter as a famous school

town.

...Over eight thousand students have

attended Lawrence Academy during the

past century, and many of its graduates

are prominent men in the various States

of the Union....

...thirty-four miles from Boston, it is

remote enough to escape the objectionable

features of the metropolis, and yet near

enough to feel the inspiration of the city's

tremendous activity....The town is beauti-

ful, clean and healthful. It has pure water

and the school has a perfect seiuerage sys-

tem. It has no saloons and no objection-

able places of resort....

While it may readily be admitted that

Groton has done much for Lawrence

Academy, it is also true that the town owes

much to the academy. Its graduates have

helped the town...The academy is...favor-

ably known for its efficiency and moral

worth...boys are trained physically and

morally...The physical development of

The Academy gym team in 1902. Their athletic endeavors included "Indian clubs, dumb-bells,
chestweights, parallel, horizontal, and vaulting bars, striking bags, and other machines."



Shumway Field

Generations of Academy students had yearned for
an athletic field. Croquet on the town green or tennis
on the Academy playground no longer fit the new
image and developing identity of the Academy.
Competition with other private schools in football and
baseball was essential. The idea and request for land
circulated anew dirough the board of trustees and the
town. This time the inquiry received a serious answer
in die spring of 1900.

Rev. Louis B. Voorhees, a member of the board
since 1895, owned the land across Main Street from
die Academy known as "the Captain Condry lot." He
offered to sell it to die Academy for $2500 and careful-
ly noted in his offer dated May 4th; "This is a special
price to the Academy, given because of my interest in
the institution. I will not sell the land for other purpos-
es for that sum."

Six days later, the trustees received a letter from
Mrs. Emma P. Shumway, widow of Eliel Shumway and
executrix and trustee of his estate. She proposed to
purchase the land for the Academy if the trustees
would develop it for athletic purposes. There were two
additional stipulations: that it be called "The Eliel
Shumway Field" and that the trustees pay her 4% of
die amount semi-annually until her death. Of course,
the Academy was the residuary legatee of Shumway's
estate and this transaction represented an "advance-
ment" of the Academy's eventual bequest.

The board met on June 30di, adjourned to the "pro-
posed athletic field" for an inspection and there, on
die spot, they voted unanimously to accept die propo-
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Seventh Annual Exhibition of the

LAWRENCE ACADEMY

Athletic Association
TOWN HALL, GROTON

Wednesday, March 27, 1907, 2.30 P. M.

C. J. HOLTON, President

MR. MORRALL, Treasurer GEO. SIMMONS, Asst. Treasurer

E. O. PERRIN, Secretary

PROGRAM
). Calisthenics

2. German Horse

3. Broad Swords

4. Boxing

5. Parallel Bars

6. Pyrotechnics

7. Wand Drill .

8. Rings

9. Indian Clubs

JO. Mat Work

JJ. Pyramids

Leader, Post

Leader, Perrin

Leader, Hoar

Leaders, Perrin and Montgomery

Leader, Peters

Leader, Holton

Leader, Messing

Leader, Simmons

Leader, Holton

Leader, Reynolds

Leader, Sheedy

ADMISSION, 25 CENTS
TICKETS ON SALE AT BRUCE'S DRUG STORE

jt j t J»

DANCE
IN THE EVENING FROM 8 TO 12

ADMISSION, 50 CENTS PER COUPLE
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Principal Bingham (with moustache) stands in the center behind the school group in 1904. Carl
A.P. Lawrence '10 is the first boy on the left in the front row.

sitions of Voorhees and Mrs. Shumway. The amount of
the property was twelve acres and the final price was
$2000. It was "graded and prepared for immediate
use" in October, 1900.

First Football Team — 1901

Shumway Field prompted the organization of the
first Academy football team in 1901. Athletic enthusi-
asm soared. Out of a total Academy enrollment of
twenty-eight, thirteen boys played football during that
first season. The team picture was proudly included in
the catalogue of 1901-1902.

There was also distinct progress by the boys in the
gymnasium where the variety of equipment and exer-
cises enabled the entire school to participate. Athletic
exhibitions were held at the close of the winter term.
The programs included "dumb-bell drill, parallel bars,
Spanish flying rings, Indian club drill, German horse,
mat work and broad sword drill." If an Academy boy
could not impress his guest during the gymnastic pro-
gram, surely his effort to do the two-step, waltz, schot-
tische or Portland fancy during the accompanying
dance in the evening might win a heart and admira-
tion.

Principal Bingham, with the trustees' approval, lim-
ited enrollment to thirty boys. The 1902-03 school year
reflects not only that constraint but also the result of
advertising and the references. Out of twenty-nine boys
enrolled, fewer than one dozen were day students. The
population of boarders began to arrive from as far
away as California, Georgia, Virginia, Indiana, Illinois
and Ohio. Wealthy families from New York and Boston
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began to send their sons to Lawrence Academy. The
calculated plan for the revival of the Academy as a boys
school was beginning to produce results — and after
only a few years. The demand for limited places at
Groton School was often satisfied by the Academy.

A distinct change in the faculty of the Academy
occurred in the fall of 1903. Principal Bingham hired
not only two new instructors but also a teacher for vio-
lin, a teacher for piano, a teacher for drawing and a
teacher for dancing. Scarcely a half-century had
expired since scholars were forbidden to dance either
in public or in their homes; now it was taught at the
Academy.

Boys as young as ten years old became eligible for
admission in 1903. The daily exercises were modified
with a study hour after dinner during the week, the
addition of religious studies before church, and
"Vespers" on Sunday evening.

Financial Emergency

Unfortunately, the Academy continued to be
plagued with financial problems. There was a "large
deficit in the current expenses...and accumulating
debt." The minutes of the board in September, 1903,
went on to describe it as an "emergency." There were
other problems too; the Academy sewer, breach of
contract charges from former teachers, and authoriza-
tion to discount the published fees for enrollment. A
trustee's work is never done.

The board authorized the sale of real estate in
Groton and Somerville in 1903 and an increase in

tuition to five hundred dollars, measures to generate
sorely needed cash. But revenues continued to fall well
below the operating expenses of the school; the annu-
al deficits were financed either by the trustees them-
selves or through bank loans and notes.

It was the same old problem: tuition revenues and
endowment income that legally could be used for the
operation of the school were insufficient. And when
you added maintenance and replacement costs to the
operating expenses, the solution became even more
impracticable. Donations to the Academy continued
but they were predominantly restricted funds. Robert
Charles Billings' estate donated three thousand dollars
in 1904 for "meritorious students." Mary E. Mendell
donated one thousand dollars in 1905 to establish the
Walter Farnsworth Fund. (Mary and her fadier, Walter,
were students at the Academy in 1835 and 1809,
respectively.)

The trustees shifted some of the burden for fiscal
responsibility on Principal Bingham in February, 1905.
They extended his contract for three years with the fol-
lowing condition: at the end of each year, revenues
must equal, expenses. If they did not, his contract
could be terminated. The board and its committees
hired instructors and staff, approved all expenditures
and did "all things necessary to the welfare of the
Academy." As time passed they retained more and
more control of the school. But if the principal con-
trolled fewer decisions in running the school, none of
which were financially significant, why should he be
responsible and what could he do?

The Academy had always responded to inauspicious
times with a celebration. In 1905, the occasions were

each student is recorded xuith as much care
as his intellectual progress. While there are
no sectarian requirements, the school
being connected with no particular
church, the moral welfare of the students
is carefully considered and general reli-
gious instruction is furnished them.

The social life of the academy centers
in Brazer House, the home of Principal
Bingham, where as often as once a
week... the students are received and enter-
tained. This gives them the refining
influence of home life, particularly
because Mrs. Bingham is a charming
woman, and it also furnishes a relax-
ation from the routine of school life. The
aim is constantly to give the best training
possible for boys, keeping them healthy
and contented, and always busy. ,

"Massachusetts' Most Famous School
Town" from the Boston Journal

Sept. 14, 1902

Any boy who plays base ball or foot
ball, knows every square inch of
Shumway Field, and can tell you the
exact spot of brilliant plays as well as
those that have meant victory to the other
side. On this field boys have learned to
govern and to be governed, and to fight
manfully till the finish.

The Lawrencian, 1912
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.../ wonder if any of [the alumni] re-
member the torch-light parade we staged
on Main Street the night after we beat
Concord High School at football in
1901...I was a non-graduate for lack of a
course in Virgil...Enclosed is a modest
check

Crosby A. Hoar, 1904
in a letter to Francis Head

May, 1964

provided by the town of Groton and the First Parish
Church — they were both two hundred and fifty years
old. Services in commemoration of the First Parish
were held on July 9th and involved a great many peo-
ple from the Academy community. The commemora-
tive exercises for the town were held on July 12th in a
tent on Shumway Field. The president of the day was
General Bancroft and the orator of the day was Dr.
Samuel Abbott Green.

Principal as Financial Panacea

The town and church celebrations were a refreshing
historic interlude and distraction from the financial
indisposition of the school. During the winter of 1906,
the Executive Committee was negotiating with a num-
ber of potential principals, one of whom, Allyn K.
Foster, submitted an impressive financial analysis of
the Academy. Foster was an ordained Baptist minister
who had founded his own school in 1901 and was pre-
pared to bring as many of his students as possible with
him to the Academy.

The board did not pursue Foster's proposal but
remained convinced that a principal as the financial
panacea was entirely possible and the appropriate cure
for the Academy's problems. By March, 1906, a frus-
trated board of trustees decided to fire Principal
Bingham at the close of the school year. One month
later the board was trying to decide between "two
applications" for principal.

One of them was George Bradford Gould — a
known quantity — hired in 1903 by Principal Bingham
to teach mathematics and history. The other was

William Steen Gaud (rhymes with proud) — recom-
mended to the board by Harlan P. Amen, the principal
of Phillips Exeter. It was never a contest. Gaud was
hired in April, 1906, and "authorized to employ Mr.
Gould, if consistent with his own wishes." Gould did
not remain.

Howard Bingham became a master at St. Paul's
School in Concord, New Hampshire. Two years later
he moved to Amsterdam, New York, where he held the
position of principal of the high school. After eight
years he moved to Boston as an instructor at the
Huntington School where he remained until his retire-
ment in 1924. Bingham and his wife retired to
Stoneham where they cared for her parents. The thir-
ty-sixth head of Lawrence Academy died in 1956.

William Steen Gaud

His credentials, experience and recommendations
were impeccable. He even married Isabella Leland
Williams at Charleston, South Carolina, the month
before his arrival at the Academy, an event which sug-
gests that marital status may have been a confidential
prerequisite for the principalship. After all, die "home
school" image and nurturing environment of
Lawrence Academy required appropriate role models
— unmarried principals and senescent matrons would
just not do.

William Steen Gaud was born in 1866 in Toronto,
Canada, and prepared at Whipple Academy,
Jacksonville, Illinois, for the University of Chicago
where he received an A.B. degree in 1893. He spent
the next year as the principal of a high school in
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William Steen Gaud, Headmaster from 1906 to 1908.
(Courtesy of Henry T. Gaud.)

Headmaster Gaud's wife, Isabella.
(Courtesy of Henry T. Gaud.)
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Baseball on Shumway Field, ca. 1905. There are more horses than automobiles parked along Main
Street to watch the game.

Illinois and returned to the University of Chicago the
following year for graduate work in English literature.
From 1895 to 1902, Gaud was the head of the English
Department and master of the boy's dormitory at the
Shattuck School in Faribault, Minnesota. Once again,
he returned to the University of Chicago for a year and
received an M.A. in 1903. That fall he went to New
York where he became the head of the English depart-
ment at Dr. Julius Sach's Collegiate Institute for Boys
until he was called to the Academy. "Lawrence
Academy chooses new head," declared the Boston
Herald on July 19th, "William S. Gaud of New York is
given principalship of historic school."

The "historic" Academy was lucky to secure Gaud:
he wanted a faculty position at Exeter but with none
available, Harlan Amen recommended him to
Lawrence Academy. Clothes or no clothes, a new
emperor arrived at the Academy.

One of the first things that the new emperor
changed was titles. William Steen Gaud became the
"Head Master" and the instructors became "Masters."
Work in the gymnasium and on Shumway Field was
carried on under the personal supervision of the
"Director of Athletics." Classes I through VII became
"Forms." The youngest students entered the "Lower
Form," followed by "First Form" through "Sixth Form."
The Lower Form disappeared during the year, "thus
making the complete course six years in length."

Head Master Gaud introduced mechanical drawing
as a required course in the Fourth and Fifth Forms and
eliminated dancing. The academic faculty consisted of
three masters in addition to Gaud who taught English
and history. Mrs. Francis M. Boutwell, the wife of an
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alumnus and daughter-in-law of the ex-governor, was
the instructor in charge of "First Form Studies." Gaud
extended class hours after luncheon from 1:40 to 3
and introduced a "half-holiday" on Wednesday. The
youngest boys lived in Dana House under the judicious
care of the matron.

"The Dust of Many Ages" and a Deer
Carcass

Head Master Gaud's first term at the Academy got
off to a frenzied start. Two scholars, Clyde Ross and
Edwin Oscar Perrin, were charged as "delinquent chil-
dren" for illegally killing a deer. Perrin was the son of a
close personal friend of the head master and a refer-
ence for die school. The head master appeared before
die First District Court of Northern Middlesex Country
to represent the juvenile offenders and to apologize —
dius preventing die boys from being committed to die
state board of charities. Gaud was a strict disciplinarian
and the episode provided an appropriate lesson for
die entire Academy.

A revised catalogue was published for 1906-1907
which included diirty-five scholars, panoramic pictures
of die Academy buildings and land, a detailed explana-
tion of die course of study for each form and, for die
first time, a reference to "College Entrance
Examinations." With a blue cover and red twine
sdtched dirough its binding, it is die most impressive
catalogue of the Academy since they were first pub-
lished in 1836.

The 1906 Academy football team. Note die nose and moudi guards on die backfield players.
Winthrop L. Sheedy '09 is right tackle (second from left) in the front row.

The Academy appeared to be making good progress
— the enrollment was the largest in a decade, aca-
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/ was only 11 or 12 when I entered the
Academy as a day pupil. I remember
Principal Bingham was always telling
stories and how he enjoyed them, as he
was the first and loudest to laugh! One
of my classmates, on the first day of
school, was asked a question: In answer-
ing, he stuttered. The teacher yelled,
"Stop. Now think' what you are going to
say. " The boy never stuttered after
that...I played end on the football team
against Groton High. I was so small all
I did was get out of the way of the other
team. Of course, the reason I was asked
to be on the team was the limited number
of students and my love of athletics. As
enrollment increased, I was on the 2nd
football team. The year thai Middlesex
School was started, they invited our team
to play in Concord. I was the quarter-
back but still not large enough (so they
thought) to call the signals. That was
done by one of the halfbacks. Of course,
that was long before the huddle.

Theophilus Gilman Smith, Jr.
Class of 1904

demies and athletics were flourishing and there was an
ambitious spirit about the school. However, the
Academy was in turmoil. The trustees authorized the
treasurer to borrow ten thousand dollars "for the
repayment of existing loans." In December 1906, at the
end of his first term, Head Master Gaud submitted his
resignation to the board.

The source of the head master's frustration was
obvious; the trustees exercised total control over the
school. Gaud felt more like a figurehead and puppet
than a new head master with ten years of experience in
education. In addition, the head master's wife was
homesick — unaccustomed to the cold weather and
puritanical ways of Groton.

The Executive Committee (Sanderson, Green,
Pillsbury and Peabody) responded immediately. They
placated the head master with assurances and sympa-
dietic conversation. Gaud withdrew his resignation and
the problem was solved — temporarily. Caught
between losing the head master or increasing the debt
of the school, the board chose the latter and became
more responsive to the head master's requests for sup-
plies, repairs and salaries.

The consolidated debt of the Academy was held by
the First National Bank of Ayer in 1907, a ten thousand
dollar note collateralized by seventy-five shares of the
Worcester, Nashua and Rochester Railroad, borrowed
by the trustees from the estate of Eliel Shumway. In
addition, up to thirty-five hundred dollars were bor-
rowed to pay current bills.

Lease Agreement

The head master appeared before a special meeting
of the board on February 8, 1908. He presented a pro-
posal to lease the school property from die board for
five years at one dollar a year. He would control die
entire operation of the school except for the endow-
ment funds. He insisted that the board make certain
repairs and alterations which he estimated to cost
between two and three thousand dollars, before the
start of the lease in September, 1908.

Gaud's proposal was ingenious. It attempted to solve
die polidcal and financial problems of the Academy at
once. It would shift financial risk from die trustees to
the head master who could govern the school and
manage its operations without interference.

A special committee of die board (Robbins, Loomis,
Blood and Bancroft) conferred with Head Master
Gaud and analyzed his proposal. Less than three weeks
later the board met to review their report. The com-
mittee estimated that die lease proposal would gener-
ate an annual deficit of "at least seven hundred and
eighty dollars." A second estimate, calculated "if the
Academy is closed...[there] would be a surplus of
about two hundred dollars...by no means certain...as it
would depend upon the sum received for rents and
other conditions which we may not be able to control."

The committee did not recommend the lease
arrangement especially since they "did not learn
whether Mr. Gaud would be able to furnish any finan-
cial security — that the obligations incurred by him in
running the Academy would be met." At the same
meeting a motion to dismiss die head master was lost
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by a vote of six to two. The entire idea had backfired
on Gaud. The board told him that they did not want to
continue the operations of the school at a deficit; "that
the expenses for instruction must be materially
reduced, and that the trustees consider it advisable
that he seek some other situation the ensuing school
year."

Gaud was indignant. He stated to the trustees that
he would neither resign nor compromise his position.
The board responded by voting "not to incur any
expenses for Assistant Instructors in the school year
1908-09." They were prepared to dismantle the school
around him.

At this point in the drama, the board was contacted
by an anonymous "gendeman" who offered to pay for
any deficit for the next school year. The anonymous
philanthropist was William Amory Gardner, senior
master of Groton School and the cousin of Rev.
Peabody. Were there strings attached? Of course:
"Such arrangements to include a change in the head
of the school if such change can be effected."
(Gardner was invited to join the Academy board in
1910 but declined.)

Trustee Peabody acted as an intermediary between
Head Master Gaud and the board. Gaud was willing to
resign if the board consented "to erase from the
records... [their] advising him to secure some other
place next year, and everything else of a personal
nature which might prove a handicap to him in the
future."

Head Master Gaud's resignation was officially
accepted by the board on May 22, 1908, but the search

for his replacement began the previous month when
President Bancroft conferred with Carleton A. Shaw.
Shaw was a popular master at the Academy and instruc-
tor of Latin, history and arithmetic. He turned the job
down to the chagrin of Bancroft and the board.

Trustee Resignations

The prospects for reopening the Academy in
September were dubious. The Committee of Buildings
and Grounds was authorized "to lease such property of
the Institution as may be in their judgement adapted
thereto." One candidate for the head master's position
provoked such an intense split of the board in June
that the minority position was championed by
President Bancroft. No decision was reached but the
debate proved to be cataclysmic. Bancroft was furious
and tendered his resignation which was read at the
meeting in July. What could be worse? The board con-
tinued their deficit-spending strategy and executed a
note of the corporation for three diousand dollars to
the North Middlesex Savings Bank.

The next shock to the board occurred in
September. Rev. Endicott Peabody "felt the headmas-
ter was not being given a free hand" by the board. He
believed that the board should not "attempt to inter-
fere in the details of the working of the school or look
upon the headmaster as necessarily a permanent fix-
ture." Peabody could no longer reconcile "his ideas as
to the proper status of a headmaster" with diose of the
Trustees of Lawrence Academy. After a contribution of
almost fourteen years to the management and destiny
of Lawrence Academy, Rev. Endicott Peabody resigned
from die board.
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Surprisingly, the Academy opened for the fall term
on September 24, 1908. A disconsolate board of
trustees met on September 26th; they elected a new
president (Dr. Green) and authorized the treasurer to
complete a variety of mortgage and loan transactions
that increased the debt of the Academy to almost fif-
teen thousand dollars. The board confirmed the new
head master and completed some last minute revisions
in his contract. Ironically, the contract was a lease
agreement. Although William Steen Gaud had not
remained at the Academy, the board exploited his idea
for its management and financial well-being.

Gaud's career after he left the Academy in June,
1908, was distinguished. Returning to his wife's home
town, he founded the Charleston School for Boys (the
name changed to the Gaud School for Boys in 1910)
which he headed until 1912 when he joined the faculty
of Phillips Exeter. Because of the death of a daughter
in 1916, Gaud and his family returned to the South; he
was engaged as principal of Durham (North Carolina)
High School from 1916 until 1918. He served in
France during World War I for the YMCA and as the
director of education for the 4th Division of the U.S.
Army, setting up schools for the occupation forces. He
returned to Charleston and reopened the Gaud
School from 1919 to 1926. He spent one year as the
headmaster of the Asheville School for Boys in North
Carolina and the following year as rector of the Porter
Military Academy in Charleston. In 1928 he reopened
the Gaud School as proprietor, headmaster, professor
and janitor; there he remained until his retirement in
1948 after fifty-two years in education. William Steen
Gaud died in 1952.

Arthur Josiah Clough

The new head master of Lawrence Academy in 1908
was clearly the beneficiary of the academic work and
financial planning of his predecessor and the trustees
— although he did have to assemble an entirely new
faculty and staff.

Arthur Josiah Clough was a seasoned educator and
the oldest person to assume the leadership of the
Academy in its history. He received AB (1878) and AM
(1884) degrees from Boston University and had been
the principal of high schools in Nantucket,
Stockbridge and Green Bay, Wisconsin before 1903
when he moved to the Williston Seminary in
Easthampton as an instructor of Latin arid history.
Clough was eager to manage a school again as well as
to teach. The opportunity to become the head master
at Lawrence Academy was irresistible, in spite of the
short notice. He immediately went to work "in dead
earnest" as the students described him.

The head master taught Latin, Greek and mathe-
matics. James E. Carroll, Class of 1917, described him
as a "patient, precise and consistent teacher...a deeply
religious Christian [whose] friendly talks in the chapel
on Sunday nights were indicative of his strong charac-
ter." Sarah C. Clough, the wife of the head master, was
an instructor of English during the 1909-1910 academ-
ic year which inaugurated a third course of study in
addition to classical and scientific. It was "modern lan-
guage" which allowed a modern language in place of
Latin or Greek. Ethics and political economy were
elective courses available to members of the Sixth
Form.
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Head Master Clough focused on two goals for the
Academy: high scholarship — to attract new pupils and
prepare graduates for higher studies; and school life
— "attractive to boys in attendance and noticeable to
fellow students in other preparatory schools." Clough
reintroduced Academy activities that had languished
for years. The new literary society, Gamma Beta, was
founded in 1908 for practice in public speaking and
debate. It met every two weeks and included all the
boys of the school as members. The school paper reap-
peared, once again as The Lawrendan. The society edit-
ed and read it at each of their meetings.
Unfortunately, none of the manuscripts were pre-
served or published until The Lawrendan was published
for commencement in 1911 (the first time since 1893).

The College Entrance Examination Board which
was established in 1900 held its first examination in
1901. Fifth and Sixth Form students at the Academy
were required to review and study for the exams (1906-
1907 Academy catalogue) which were the first effort to
promote uniformity in college admission examina-
tions. Another educational innovation was the quanti-
tative measure of courses. It appears for the first time
in the 1908-1909 catalogue where the number of week-
ly periods for each subject are listed.

1909 Football Undefeated

The first undefeated Academy football team was cel-
ebrated in the fall of 1909. Coached by William
Frederick Sherburne, an Academy instructor of French
and German, the boys played five regular season games
without a loss or tie. The entire year was remarkable
for athletics at die Academy: the baseball team won ten

of its twelve games during the spring campaign.
Considering an enrollment of fewer than forty boys
during these years, LA was fielding very competitive
teams and their success, in part, must be attributed to
the motivation and enthusiasm of Head Master Clough
and the faculty. Sports banquets hosted by the head
master and his wife were attended by many trustees
and friends. "The speeches were interspersed with
cheers and school songs by the boys at opportune
times, and the evening [s] [were] filled up with joy and
good cheer, long remembered by the student body."

The Academy football team played Groton School
for the first time in 1910. The game was described as
"very spectacular...our full-back Keady was very effec-
tive, ploughing through the Grotonians at will." The
final score was i l to 5, an Academy victory that inaugu-
rated a series which continued through 1917; LA won
each year until 1914 when GS reversed their gridiron
fortunes to claim four straight victories.

Chinese Students — The Boxer
Indemnity Fund

Foreigners gave them the name "Boxers" because
members of the Chinese secret society (called the
"Righteous and Harmonius Fists") practiced old-style
calisthenics. In 1900 they attacked churches and for-
eigners in North China, Inner Mongolia and
Manchuria — 231 foreigners were killed and many
more Chinese Christians — it was the culmination of
years of resentment toward Christianity and foreign
economic domination. An international force of
Western powers (including Japan) subdued the upris-
ing and negotiated a settlement which included an

A communication from the Board of
Health of Groton, called attention to the
imperative necessity of making some better
disposition of the sewage from the
Academy building as the drainage from
the cesspool appeared on the Main Street
of the village.

Trustees' minutes
May 25, 1901

Jan. 2, 1906
My dear Mr. Bingham:

Enclosed please find check that Mr.
Holden forgot to send to you. Robert says
that Alton has been changed, and he is
very unhappy over it. You know that I
just as much as told you that any
change would not be agreeable to me. I
insist upon Robert and Alton being
together — unless Alton's mother has
requested a change. In that case I would
desire to be consulted as to my son's
roommate. I am very much discouraged
about Hulbert's report and do not con-
sider it a consdentious one on your part.
When he entered your school, and I told
you he did not read, you said: That the
"fault lay in the study not bang present-
ed rightly." Now I feel that that is exact-
ly what is going on at your school, and I
must insist upon your seeing that good
results come from Hulbert in the future.
I really think he would do excellent work
with Mr. Gould. His Algebra report
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seems absurd as well as Arithmetic and
the Declamation.

The sum of the whole thing is that I
am giving up my suite here in order to do
for the boys as I wish. This has tied me to
Boston, henceforth I will be free and I will
be at the Inn about the fifteenth.

The boys are not to take dancing, as
there is only the same old things each year,
and altho' I particularly told Mrs.
Bingham that Hulbert luas not to take
[dancing] last year, he was put into the
class. I prefer his drawing during that
time with Miss Sanderson, and I under-
stand she is only waiting to be sent for.

Remember me to Mrs. Bingham, and
with best wishes for a prosperous New
Year, I am,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Hulbert HoUen

[Undated] Letter from Principal
Bingham to the Executive Committee:

The change of roommate was made
with her foreknowledge and consent. It
was talked over before any change was
made.

Consent for dancing was given by letter
at the time.

The marks of standing are just-
Boy upset by influence of mother.
Did little or no work last term and is

starting in the same.
Mother stays at Inn and talks against

indemnity. This penal compensation to the U.S. by the
Chinese government was to be completed over 39
years. It was an excessive amount (over twenty million
dollars) considering that total American private claims
amounted to only two million dollars which were paid
by 1905. Three years later — in an act of justice and
good will — the U.S. returned almost eleven million
dollars and specified that the refund was to be used for
educating Chinese students in the United States. (The
rest of the fund was waived in 1924.)

Ten Chinese students, their tuition paid for by the
Boxer indemnity fund, arrived at Lawrence Academy
in 1909 as a result of Head Master Clough's correspon-
dence with the Chinese ambassador to the United
States, Yung Kwai. After careful examination,
Lawrence Academy was chosen by the Chinese govern-
ment as one of very few preparatory schools for the stu-
dents. The group of schools included Phillips Andover,
Williston and Wilbraham Academies.

Enrollment at the Academy in 1909 swelled to a
total of forty-five which included the Chinese scholars.
Commencement exercises the following spring were
extraordinary: three of the ten Chinese students deliv-
ered speeches (the essay entitled "China-America
Friendship" by Ye Fah Chen "carried the audience by
storm") and the "School Hymn" was sung for the first
time. Its author is unknown and the "Tune by Webb"
has been equally obscured by time — but it was the
first Academy hymn.

From all outward appearances the Academy was
beginning to thrive again. The Chinese students repre-
sented another milestone in the promotion of demo-
cratic ideals by the Academy. Head Master Clough's

relationship with the trustees was excellent. They
"pledged their cordial support and their best endeav-
ors for his assistance in the future." Financially, howev-
er, the Academy was still teetering on the brink.
Fifteen thousand dollars was borrowed from the
Merchants National Bank of Boston in October, 1911,
and the Academy treasurer, Michael Sheedy, was bond-
ed for fifty thousand dollars. Every year the trustees
discussed the matter of continuing the school for the
forthcoming year, the difference now was their alle-
giance to the head master and their ability to mortgage
various parcels of school property. Clough's lease was
renewed each year and supplemented with money for
repairs and income from the endowment funds.

1911-1912

The 1911-1912 academic year at the Academy was
remarkable for the variety of events that occured. The
football team lost only one game to Lowell Textile
School and battled to a scoreless tie with M.I.T. 1914.
Victories were savored over Clinton High School,
Concord High School and Groton School.

The fall term ended with a fire in Dana House on
December 5th that could have burned down the entire
school. A kerosene lamp overturned in Charles
Burke's and James Cameron's room. The lamp was
quickly thrown out the window and the flames in the
room extinguished. Unfortunately, the lamp ignited
the building an hour later and the fire was not extin-
guished until midnight. The Groton Fire Department
fought the blaze while furnishings were carried out of
the building by the boys under the direction of Head
Master Clough. One newspaper article featured the
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General William Amos Bancroft, alumnus (Class of 1874), trustee (1897 to 1908) and
President of the Board (1906 to 1908). (Courtesy of Groton Historical Society.)

the school to all newcomers. Has fright-
ened some probable patrons away.

They are supposed to pay $600 for the
two boys, i.e., a scholarship of $400. The
money is always in arrears.

For the good of the school, morally and
financially, I recommend a discontinu-
ance of the scholarship on grounds of
standing and deportment.

The impression is about that we'll keep
anybody, with any standing, for the sake
of the dollar.

Mr. Gaud, whilst quiet and unpre-
tending in manner, understands perfectly
the nature of the world he undertakes. He
has admirable taste and arouses genuine
interest in his students. He is a delightful
associate, and has been a loyal assistant
in the work of the school.

from Dr. Julius Sachs'
recommendation in 1906 of

William Stem Gaud

[William Steen Gaud] is a man who
has great influence with boys. He has
shown ability to control them easily, and
at the same lime has been popular with
them. For his scholarship and as a teacher
of boys in the classroom he is also highly
esteemed...He has an attractive personali-
ty and impresses those whom he meets with
his strong character... We expect for
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Lawrence Academy under his leadership
high standards of scholarship and con-
duct, and continued prosperity and
growth.

from the announcement by the
board of trustees, May 25, 1906

PHYSICAL TRAINING
The Academy prides itself upon the

physical development of its boys. Situated
in a beautiful hill country, widely known
for its healthful climate, the school offers
unusual opportunities for out-of-door
sports. Football, baseball, and track work
flourish in their appropriate seasons
under the guidance of a competent
instructor. Hare and hound chases, cross
country running, skating, coasting,
tobaggoning, snow-shoeing, skiing, —
each has its enthusiastic followers. This
wholesome life, with plenty of good and
regular hours of school life, makes the bod-
ies strong and fit for the growth of mind
and spirit. During the winter months reg-
ular work is carried on in the gymnasium
and, at the end of the winter term, the
Annual Indoor Athletic Exhibition is
given.. .Medals are given for proficiency in
the various events, and the name of the
boy showing the best form and excellence
in all events is engraved upon the Athletic
Cup.

following headlines: "Rich Men's Sons Save Academy
— Lawrence School Threatened by Flames — Two
Students Are Overcome by Smoke — Wife of Professor
Has Narrow Escape." The same article described "near-
ly 100 members of the student body" (total enrollment
— boarders and day — was thirty); "Dana Hall was
burned to the ground" (the building was insured and
most of it was saved); "for nearly an hour it looked as if
the entire academy was doomed" (winds from the
north did fan the flames but the fire was under con-
trol); "Mrs. Charles Green, wife of Professor Green of
the physics and chemistry departments had a narrow
escape" (she was escorted from the second floor by a
student, Harold Wallace). So much for newspaper
hyperbole.

Spring holiday commenced two weeks ahead of time
when a scare of scarlet fever struck the school on
March 11th. The presumed contaminator (Jacintho C.
Botinelly) "stayed six weeks in the hospital after which
it was a matter of extreme doubt whether he had ever
had scarlet fever." The Lawrendan advised their school-
mate "to let patent medicines alone."

Mrs. Eliel Shumway died on April 25, 1912.
Lawrence Academy mourned her passing and "out of
respect to her memory the Base Ball Game arranged
with Boston College High was cancelled." Shortly
thereafter, the Academy received the Shumway
bequest, the largest single donation in the history of
the school. The trustees commemorated the bequest
widi the publication in 1913 of a biographical sketch
and picture of Eliel Shumway. The value of the
Shumway Fund was over sixty-five thousand dollars.
Ironically, it included a note from the corporation of
the Academy for eleven thousand two hundred and

fifty dollars. The principal of the fund was to be kept
intact — income to be used to keep the principal the
same amount as when paid to the trustees — surplus
income was to be expended for the support of educa-
tion at the Academy.

The baccalaureate sermon was delivered on Sunday,
June 16th, by Rev. Howard A. Bridgman, D.D., Editor-
in-Chief of the periodical, The Congregationalist. He
based his remarks on the 14th, 15th and 16th verses of
the first chapter of "Romans" and focused on these
points: "I am debtor," "I am ready," and "I am not
ashamed." Ten years later, this same man would assume
the principalship of Lawrence Academy. The themes of
his sermon in 1912 were prophetic and foreshadowed
the future of the Academy — and Bridgman's career.

Perhaps it was the first alumni athletic event. On
graduation day, "at three o'clock a baseball game took
place on Shumway field between the present school
nine and a nine composed of former pupils. The
academy won over the alumni 3 to 2." The final game
of the baseball season continued to be played on the
afternoon of commencement day. It became a tradi-
tion that endured despite the fact that the following
year Worcester South High School "did not appear
which was a great disappointment to die large crowd
who were in waiting."

Hockey appears as a winter sport for the first time
during the 1913-1914 school year. Dumaine's Pond, on
the West Groton Road, near the Nashua River, was
used for practice and games. Track was also inaugurat-
ed as a formal sport. A board running track (eight feet
wide and thirteen laps to die mile) was installed at one
end of Shumway Field, southwest of the baseball dia-
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Headmaster Arthur Josiah Clough (top row, second from left, with moustache) and school group, ca. 1912.

GENERAL INFORMA TION
The school is provided with local and

long-distance telephone facilities; and a
telegraph office is within easy reach.

1906-1907 Catalogue

We arrived at Brazer House on the
2nd of July and were received by Mrs. Ella
Warner Williams [Matron of the
Academy]...Mr. & Mrs. Sheedy brought
us down some roses after tea...

We had no maid at first. I sent our
washing out. It was half a weeks wash.
When it came home beautifully done up, a
bill for four dollars came too! I was aghast
having been always accustomed to paying
$2.00 a month. That was my first experi-
ence of northern ways.

As we had no maid we took our meals
for the first week at the Groton Inn. Miss
Smith who ran it was most charming. It
was a new experience for me to sit at table
with people who did not try to talk to each
other...

At Harvard we went down to Bear
Pond. There was a picnic there and for
the first time I saw a darkie and white
child playing together as equals...

In July Robert Montgomery, a boy from
Wacco, Texas, came. He was going to
work here in summer so as to help pay his
way through school. We had been to
Boston buying furniture and came back
from Ayer with him. He sat just across
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from us and a very common looking girl
was doing her best to get up a flirtation
with him but he politely put her off every
time. I guessed he was Robert and when
we got to Groton it proved to be
right...William, Robert and I used to work
together at the Academy in the mornings.
One big job we accomplished — dusting
all the books in the school library — They
had the dust of many ages on them...

The Sunday before school opened we
attended the Episcopal Church. Dr.
Peabody preached. It was my first view of
him after having heard of him so often. I
was very much struck by him and have
been more so with every meeting since. He
is a wonderfully fine man — He makes
one believe the world must be good even
just passing him on the road...

An Armenian boy who could not speak
English, Bedros Hagop Terzagion,
applied for admission. He wants to
[earn] his way by tailoring. His people
were killed in the massacre; a handker-
chief of his mother's is all he has left...

School began September 20th with more
boys than it had had in seven years —
Everything promised a good year...

Mr. Howe the Rev. has been to see
William and I, as usual, had to perch on
the stairs as I am afraid of the dark. I
could not help hearing the conversation as
he talks so unnecessarily distinctly. I
almost gave myself away once. Maybe so.
"The youth of Groton are on a greased
pole leading straight to Hell! They played

mond. A room in Bigelow Hall was "fitted up for
Manual Training" where the younger boys were given
daily systematic instruction in the use of tools. The cat-
alogue stated, "The mind, eye and hand are thus
trained at the same time." Writing themes was empha-
sized in the English course for die Third through Sixth
Forms. There were thirty-three boys at the Academy
from ten states, Brazil and Mexico. The geographically
diverse enrollment reveals the growing prestige and
stature of the Academy. Combined with the fact that
there were only two day students (three students from
Groton were enrolled in only Manual Training),
Lawrence Academy was distinctly a "home school" and
no longer the "town academy." It is no wonder that a
map of New England showing the location of
Lawrence Academy was included in the most recent
catalogues. References were no longer published;
"when desired a list will be furnished on application."
The world was getting smaller and the Academy was
growing in stature, prestige and confidence.

James Lawrence, trustee and benefactor of the
Academy for thirty-eight years, died in 1914. The town,
Academy and board mourned his passing. The board
resolved that "the death...brings to an end, after 121
years, the representation [on the board] of the
Lawrence family, whose name this school bears." The
resolution was incorrect. William Asa Lawrence,
Academy alumnus (1871 to 1874) and trustee since
1909, was too polite to correct the board's mistake
(and absent from the meeting at which it was drafted).

Between 1909 and 1919 there were no additions to
the board of trustees — the longest such period in the
Academy's history.

"The School is Now in a
Prosperous Condition"

So declared The Lawrencian at commencement,
1915. Forty-nine students arrived at Lawrence Academy
in September, 1914, die largest enrollment since 1885.

The Lower School was introduced in 1914 for boys
too young to enter the First Form. The Lower School
course of study was called the Preparatory Form and
included "reading, penmanship, spelling, language
lessons, number work, nature study, cultivation of
imagination and power of expression." Special rules
and regulations governed the younger boys, all of
whom lived in Dana House. They were "not allowed to
visit the older boys in their rooms nor to entertain
them in their own rooms." They were allowed fifteen
cents a week for spending money. Segregated and
carefully watched by the "Master and Mother-in-
charge" of the Lower School, the boys even fielded
their own baseball team in 1915: Dana House 7,
Groton Grammar School 5.

Principal Clough expanded the faculty to six instruc-
tors in addition to himself. Gamma Beta Society meet-
ings included musical performances and singing.
Academy songs and cheers were published in a small
red booklet. Football had its first losing season in many
years (1-7) but baseball (15-2) may have been die best
team the Academy ever put on the diamond. Ernest
Hardy Palmer from Burlington, Vermont, was the team
captain and pitcher. The other pitcher on the team
was John Murray who shut out the Suburban League
champions, Somerville High School, 5-0. Murray was a
member of the Boston Braves following his career at
Georgetown.
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There were two significant bequests to the Academy
during the second decade of the twentieth century.
Samuel Crocker Lawrence (LA 1848 to 1851) died in
1912. His will was the longest document of its kind
ever filed in Middlesex County (63 typewritten pages).
Lawrence directed his executors to deposit, after the
death of his wife, twenty-five thousand dollars with the
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company, the
income to be paid annually to the Academy "so long as
said Academy shall be maintained in said Groton, and
thereafter to pay the principal sum, and any interest
accrued thereon, to the President and Fellows of
Harvard College." So much for Lawrence's expectation
of a perdurable Academy.

Charles Isaiah Cragin was born and raised in
Groton. He attended the Academy from 1853 to 1857
and retained a deep interest in die school. He lived for
many years in Philadelphia where he engaged in man-
ufacturing and retired to an estate in Palm Beach
named "Reve D'ete." Palm Beach was unknown to
American society when Cragin established his winter
home there. Cragin died in 1915 and left the Academy
ten thousand dollars called "The Cragin Endowment."

Arthur Josiah Clough had successfully restored the
reputation, goodwill and self-esteem of the Academy
through school life, scholarship and athletics.
Academy graduates matriculated to the finest colleges,
universities and scientific schools in the country. The
reinvention of Lawrence Academy as a preparatory
school for boys was complete.

Unfortunately there was one enormous problem —
money. The endowment funds were "seriously
impaired" from market depreciation and from loans to
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Saturday, April 8
Saturday, April 15
Wednesday, April 19'
"Wednesday, April 26
Saturday, April 29
Wednesday, May 3
Saturday, May 6
Wednesday, May 10
Saturday, May 13
Wednesday, May 17
Saturday, May 20
Wednesday, May 24
Saturday, May 27
Tuesday, May 30
Saturday, June 3
Wednesday, June 7
Saturday, June 10
Saturday, June 17
Thursday, June 22
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Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
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Lawrence
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Lawrence
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Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
Lawrence
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Lowell Textile
. . . . Gardner High
. . . . Groton A. A.
. . . . Worcester Academy (at Wore.)
. . . . Stone School
. . . . Lowell High
. . . . Fitchburg High

Worcester Classical High
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.. . . Harvard Freshmen (at Camb.)
•... Groton School
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• •• • Open
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• • • • Commencement Game
Lynn High School
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Academy baseball schedule 1916. Earl H. Bruce, Captain. Theron L. Culver, Coach.
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"Aunt Sallie" at the fair this afternoon;
threw balls at the poor old lady's head
and won prizes." He was really very much
in earnest and expected William to not
only agree but to assist in their reforma-
tion...

In May [three boys] developed scarlet
fever so the school had to be closed for ten
days. At the expiration of that time the 5th
& 6th Forms were allowed to return. As
they had to keep close bounds owing to the
fever being in "town," even the day pupils
had to stay on the hill...

Mr. Fowle who's father is a Missionary
has applied for a position next year and
W. has taken him on. I don't care for him
for he seems to me to be tarred with the
Missionary brush and there's more wood-
en handle than camel's hair in it...

We moved over to Dana in October as
there was no heat in Brazer. The high
and mighties put it off until we were
almost frozen... We got back in Brazer dur-
ing the holidays and were quite "at home"
by New Year's Day.

Jan. 27. William drove down to the
Packard place with Dr. Kilboum [school
physician] and came back enthusiastic.
He thinks it would be an ideal spot for a
boy's school. 28th. He was so crazy about
it that we decided to walk down and see if
we could not get into the house. We did
and found it charming. It is about three
miles from the Academy on the "Boston
Road." It stands on the top of a steep hill
at the foot of which is a large lake or

run the school (possibly in violation of the terms of the
various trusts). Mortgages in the Academy portfolio
were in default. Years passed between foreclosure and
the ultimate sale of the properties. With no interest
being earned on those assets and debt increasing, the
Academy was "practically insolvent," stated trustee
Pillsbury.

"The Stress of War and
Financial Conditions"

When President Wilson asked Congress for a decla-
ration of a state of war on April 2, 1917, the response
at Lawrence Academy was profound: almost the entire
senior class enlisted along with a number of lower for-
mers and instructors. One account of this event
describes how a large number of students marched
down to the armed services recruiting office in Groton
to enlist.

Ardent Academy spirit was replaced by fervid patrio-
tism. Lawrence Academy opened for the fall term of
1917 with a distinct absence of military-aged boys and a
negligible Lower School enrollment. When the board
met in October, "it was voted that the Committee on
Buildings and Grounds may rent the Dana House if
the opportunity offered." By January, 1918, the board
began preparations to close the Academy at the end of
the spring term. The lease arrangement with Head
Master Clough was terminated on January 19th and his
resignation was accepted by the board on February
2nd when they stated, "the stress of war and financial
conditions compel the temporary interruption of the
school work."

The decade of Principal Clough's leadership of
Lawrence Academy can be described as one of perma-
nence and vision; it compares with two of her most
famous preceptors and principals, Caleb Butler and
Charles Hammond.

Arthur Josiah Clough departed the Academy on cor-
dial terms in spite of the fact that die board owed him
over two thousand dollars. He returned to Williston
where he taught Latin and mathematics for two years.
He then assumed the principalship of the Steward
Institute in Florida, New York (the town high school).
Clough died in 1945.

The Full Measure of Devotion

Many sons of the Academy were among the
American troops that travelled to Europe in 1917 and
1918. Fifty-seven students and teachers from Lawrence
Academy were in active service in World War I, ten of
whom were officers. When the war ended on
November 11, 1918, the campus of die Academy stood
still and uninhabited. The Academy bell was silent; it
neither tolled for the armistice nor for three of her
sons who died in the service of dieir country.

Elmer Needham Buswell (Class of 1911) was a
Corporal in the Engineers Corps who was wounded in
the Battle of Chateau Thierry and died in a German
prison camp on July 18, 1918.

Laurence Washburn Gay (Class of 1915) was a Field
Artillery Sergeant who died at a hospital in Vichy,
France, October 30, 1918, from wounds received in die
Second Battle of the Marne.
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Harold Sumner Small (Class of 1906) was an Army
Sergeant who died at Camp Greene.

Samuel Abbott Green
1830-1918

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green died at the Hotel Lenox
in Boston at the age of 88 on December 5, 1918, and
was buried in Groton. The doctor had been president
of the board of the Academy since 1908 and a trustee
for fifty-two years. He spent the last few years of his life
in a wheel chair, the result of an accident in which he
broke his thighbone. Physically incapacitated and
under the constant supervision of a nurse, Green spent
as much time as possible at his homestead in Groton
where he often entertained boys from die Academy.

Green was a wealthy man. All of the institutions he

attended and supported expected large bequests from
his estate, especially Harvard College, the Medical
School and the Massachusetts Historical Society. They
were all surprised and bitterly disappointed when he
left the bulk of his estate, valued at over three hundred
and fifty tiiousand dollars, to Lawrence Academy. The
memorial statement prepared by the Academy board
stated; "...in dying he has given the final proof of his
fidelity to the ancient institution whose welfare we
have in charge, and of his confidence in its future, by
bestowing upon it the largest of his benefactions...he
seems to have chosen [Lawrence Academy] for his
abiding monument, a worthy memorial of its most gen-
erous and worthy son."

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green may have died of a broken
heart. His beloved Academy had been empty during
the last six months of his life; Shumway Field stood
vacant and unused.

rather a succession of lakes. We walked
there in three quarters of an hour. Tried
the skating and found it splendid. After
skating Mr. Packard asked us in and
gave us chocolate and crackers. 31st. Mr.
Amen came from Exeter to see W. and go
over the ground with him. 1st of February
they met in Boston and went over to the
Fessenden School —

We are thinking of taking Lawrence
Academy on a lease. Many improvements
are needed before it can be considered in
good condition. The Trustees are to
appoint a Committee to meet with William
and discuss terms.

Night of the 20th [Feb.] Mssrs. Blood
and Robbins met in our parlour to discuss
terms for the lease. $1000 a year they con-
sider good easy terms...

Went to Worcester to try and get some
clothes to wear going south... nothing I
had was thin enough. Got a suit that
Terzagian will alter.

We have given up all idea of staying at
L.A. and are looking up "considerably."
We are also casting a weather eye round.
Mr. Amen wants us to stop in Baltimore
and go over to the Thome School. I think
it would be great to be there.

from the journal of
Mrs. William Steen Gaud,

1906-1908
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LEASE CONTRACT
The Trustees of Lawrence Academy in

the Town of Groton, Mass., lease to
Arthur J. Clough far one year for the sum
of $1.00 the property in Groton known as
Lawrence Academy, consisting of the
Academy Building and grounds, Bigelow
Hall, the Dana House and the Brazer
House and also the Athletic Field of the
Academy, including the equipment of the
Academy, which the lessee is to restore at
the end of the term hereof in as good con-
dition, reasonable use and wear excepted.

The Trustees agree to keep the buildings
in repair except as specified below, pay the
insurance and taxes and the water rates.

Mr. Clough agrees to keep a boy's
school, under the name of Lawrence
Academy, to keep the grounds in proper
condition, and to repair all minor dam-
ages, such as breaking of glass, bursting
of a steam or water pipe, and any other
damages not occasioned by the property
being impaired by service or by fire.

Mr. Clough is not to be the agent of the
Trustees for the purpose of contracting or
incurring any debt, claim or obligation of
any character against them, which he
agrees not to do, and that notice may be
given to that effect to parties interested.

This agreement is for the school year
1908-09, with the privilege of renewal for
another school year, at Mr. Clough's
option, upon three months notice, upon
the same or such other terms as may be
agreed on.

It is further agreed that the Trustees
shall continue their interest in the
Academy and endeavor to aid Mr.
Clough in every practicable way to build
up the institution and make it a success,
by any available means.

September 26, 1908

The social side of the school life has
not been neglected. Mrs. Clough enter-
tained the boys and some of the young
ladies of the town at her house at two
most enjoyable whist parties, one last fall
and one this spring. The Academy has
also given four dances at the town hall,
one for the benefit of football, two for base-
ball, and one for the senior class. All were
well attended and proved most successful.

from The Lawrencian
Commencement, 1911

In a word you have opened the stag-
nant minds of a once prosperous, indus-
trious people, who, being awakened, are
willing to trace your footsteps...Whatever
ye expect from others, do ye even so to
them, this is the Christian doctrine.
Whatever ye do not like, do ye not to oth-
ers, this is the Confucian ethic. Oh, what
a beautiful world it would be, provided
this friendship be kept sound.

YeFah Chen, Class of 1910
from "China-America Friendship "
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School Hymn
Tune, Webb.

Stand up, stand up for Lawrence,
The school calls out today;
Keep up her grand old record,
Made bright in years gone by,
Bring laurels ever verdant
To place upon her shrine,
And give Godspeed to Lawrence
With new and hearty cheer.

Stand up, stand up for Lawrence,
Stand up for all her life;
Raise high her dear old watchword,
Lux lucet omnibus.
Work out her grand old purpose,
Do it with faith and prayer;
Oh work and live for Lawrence,
With love and hope and care.

Stand up, stand up for Lawrence,
The school calls out once more,
And find your highest pleasure
As done in days of yore.
So now be ever loyal,
Still give an earnest prayer;
Dear Father, guide and keep her,
And bless her evermore.

I am pleased to know that the Academy
is in so flourishing a condition at the pre-
sent time and would express the hope that
the seventeen young men who are to grad-
uate will live to become useful members of
society and a credit to the institution, as
have so many others during the one hun-
dred and seventeen years of its existence...

Henry A. Willis
in a letter to

Elihu G. Loomisjune 18,1910

Lawrence Academy is on the
"Approved List" of the New England
College Certificate Board, and also on the
"Certified List" of many colleges in the
Middle and Western States. Pupils from
this school can accordingly enter such
institutions on the Principal's certificate.

1910-1911 Catalogue

Basketball is not a scheduled sport at
Lawrence Academy, but finding that we
had several former high school players
among the student body, through Coach
Dunbar we secured a game with Milford
High and came off victorious. This being
the only game we played, our percentage
stands at the 1000 mark.

Our principal is greatly interested in
athletics, he constantly attends the games,

, and is often on Shumway Field watching
the practice, but he is always emphasizing
the fact that studies should be first and
athletics second, or as he puts it, character
first, studies second, then athletics, and
when these three things are combined in
the same individual there is a strong life.

The Lawrencian, 1916

After a general discussion as to the
advisability of keeping the Academy open
after the present school year, it was voted
that Mr. Sheedy be a committee of one to
call on Mr. Clough and intimate to him
that the Trustees feel that it may be neces-
sary, or that they may be inclined to close
the school at the end of this year, and to
confer with him regarding the situation.

Trustees' minutes
January 5, 1918

The Lawrencian, 1915
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/ also give to said Trustees of the

Lawrence Academy at Groton, all the real

estate owned by me in Groton in the

County of Middlesex and Commonwealth

aforesaid; the same having been the home-

stead of my father... It is my will that said

real estate shall always be held by said

Trustees of the Lawrence Academy.

Twenty-firstly, — / give to the

President and Fellows of Harvard College

the sum of ten thousand dollars, for two

scholarships of five thousand dollars each,

in memory of my father, foshua Green,

aforesaid, of the class of 1818, the said

sum to be safely invested and the income

thereof to be applied from time to time for

the benefit of students of the college, fitted

therefor at the Lawrence Academy in said

Groton, preference being given to natives

of Groton.

from the will of

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green



1919 -1925 Greek Tragedy

During the second decade of the twentieth century,
Lawrence Academy received almost four hundred

and twenty-five thousand dollars in donations to its
endowment and operating funds (Shumway, Craigin
and Green). Combined with previous holdings and
real estate, the total assets of the school exceeded five
hundred thousand dollars in 1919. Surely the out-
standing debt could be retired quickly and the
Academy reopened. Unfortunately, what transpired at
Lawrence Academy during the next six years was a
Greek tragedy; the only element missing was that no
one wore a goatskin dress.

The drama begins after the end of World War I and
the death of Dr. Green. Albert Enoch Pillsbury is elect-
ed president of the board of trustees on December 14,
1918.

Albert Enoch Pillsbury

He was born in 1849 on a farm in Milford, New
Hampshire, where he attended the public schools and
then Appleton Academy in New Ipswich. Pillsbury was
valedictorian of the Lawrence Academy Class of 1867
(his oration was entitled, "A Waste of Victory") and
matriculated at Harvard College. (Class of 1871).
Pillsbury left Harvard after two years and traveled to
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July 13, 1908
Pres. H. C. King,
Oberlin, O.

My dear President King:-
...I wonder if it will be possible for me

to see a copy of the words spoken by your
Professor in presenting me to you for the
degree. I think it would be rather nice to
have them in the family if ever I should
be arrested for horse thieving!

Cordially yours,
H. A. Bridgman

June 23, 1921
Hon Albert E. Pillsbury
6 Beacon Street Boston, Mass.

My dear Mr. Pillsbury
In view of the fact that the Trustees of

Lawrence Academy have invited me to its
principalship, I herewith express my
appreciation of the honor and announce
my decision to accept the position, under-
standing that I shall be accorded full
authority in the matter of the selection
and retention of teachers and of other
paid employees, in the matter of selection
and retaining pupils, in the administra-
tion of the school and in outlining the
curriculum. I make these specifications
because I think in such critical matters it
is well at the start to have it fully under-
stood in whose hands the control of the

Sterling, Illinois, where he taught school for a while,
studied law in the office of his uncle, James
Dinnsmore, and earned admission to the Illinois bar.
He returned to Boston in 1871, joined the Mass-
achusetts bar and commenced a law practice. Pillsbury
entered public life in 1876 when he was elected to the
Massachusetts House of Representatives for diree con-
secutive years. In 1884 he was elected to the state sen-
ate where he served until 1887 ('85 and '86 as
president). After declining a variety of appointed posi-
tions (judge advocate general, judgeship of the
supreme court and corporation counsel for the city of
Boston), Pillsbury was elected attorney general of
Massachusetts in 1891, 1892 and 1893. Pillsbury
received an honorary A.M. from Harvard in 1891 ("this
gives me great pleasure after twenty years") and an
LL.D. from Howard University in 1913. He was a lec-
turer on constitutional law at Boston University from
1896 on, and he authored two books: Daniel Webster, the
Orator, 1903, and Lincoln and Slavery, 1913.

Pillsbury was extremely bright, well-connected and
savvy. He was a short man with an enormous, bushy
moustache. As far back as 1904, when the board did
not meet in Groton for annual meetings, they often
convened at Pillsbury's law office (6 Beacon Street,
Boston) which commanded an impressive view of the
city from Beacon Hill.

The board, under the leadership of Pillsbury, spent
the early part of 1919 dealing with problems that arose
from Dr. Green's estate. It was necessary for the
Academy Corporation to settle with Green's nephew,
William Lawrence Green, his niece, Caroline Sargent
Green Meredith, and the Fuller family to eliminate
their claims upon the estate. The doctor's house, built

in 1851 by his father, Dr. Joshua Green, became the
property of the Academy. It is located on the east side
of Main Street between the Post Office (brick store)
and the large colonial house to the north built in 1811
by Luther Lawrence. That house was also owned at this
time by the Academy, having been the home of Eliel
and Emma Shumway.

There was one additional component of Green's
bequest to the Academy which repeated a family lega-
cy. Green founded two scholarships at Harvard specifi-
cally for Lawrence Academy students "who complete
their course creditably." Green's scholarships to
Harvard joined those funded by his aunt and uncle to
Williams, Bowdoin and Wabash. Incidentally,
Columbia University offered a scholarship for the year
1924-25 "to the Lawrence Academy student who can
properly qualify." Academy catalogues continued to
boast: "As far as is known, this opportunity is offered by
no other secondary school in the United States."

The board's strategy was simple: accrue enough
interest from the Academy funds to pay down out-
standing debt and then reopen the school. In April,
1920, Judge Loomis reported for the Finance
Committee that annual income of $25,000 "is likely to
extinguish all obligations of the corporation and make
good all impairment of funds in about one year from
this time." In addition to bank loans and notes, the
board also had been borrowing from restricted endow-
ment funds.

At the same meeting of the board on April 3, 1920,
it was voted to purchase "the Modey place, so-called,"
for $7,000 from Colonel Thomas Motley. The house,
which is currently called the Winthrop L. Sheedy
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Faculty House, was built around 1855 by Reverend
Crawford Nightingale, minister of the First Parish
Church.

The board focused their attention on reopening the
Academy in September, 1921. A special committee was
appointed to determine "the future character and poli-
cy of the Academy." It included Pillsbury, Sanderson,
Loomis, Sheedy and James R. McDonald (Class of 1885
and new member of the board). The Committee of
Buildings and Grounds, recently enlarged to five mem-
bers, was requested to report "what building, rebuild-
ing or refitting is likely to be unavoidably needed."
They reported that repairs to the Academy Building,
Bigelow Hall and Brazer House would cost over
$11,000; an addition to Brazer or Dana Houses to con-
tain a dining hall, kitchen, laundry, storerooms and
second floor rooms for matron and servants was esti-
mated to cost at least $18,000. The H. P. Cummings
Construction Co. estimated the cost of the entire pro-
ject at $38,995 and recommended that not less than
$50,000 be appropriated for it. The committee unani-
mously recommended to the board that the work be
postponed.

The Special Committee reported that "it is inexpedi-
ent to further consider the junior college plan, it being
evident from expressions of opinion...diat there is no
sufficient demand for the junior college in this part of
die country." Not only were plans for a junior college
discussed and dismissed but also a return to coeduca-
tion. Some members of the board were eager to see
the Academy become coeducational again but they
were a distinct minority of the board and the prece-
dent of only boys since 1899 was too prominent a
memory and experience.

The Tragic Hero Enters

At an adjourned annual meeting of the board on
September 11, 1920, William A. Lawrence nominated
the Reverend Mr. Howard A. Bridgman of Shirley for
election as a trustee. The vote for his election was
unanimous. A "communication" was read at the same
meeting from Dr. Frank Ellsworth Spaulding (Class of
1885) "concerning the possible reorganization of
Lawrence Academy...the selection of a Head Master
and time of reopening." Spaulding knew about these
matters — he was the head of the Department of
Education at Yale Graduate School. A new dining hall
building was discussed along with the previously sub-
mitted plans for renovation. The board could not
arrive at any decision on either buildings or future pol-
icy. But they did "dismiss the question of reopening
the school in 1921."John S. Lawrence and new trustee
Bridgman were added to the special committee and a
"Committee on Principal" began the search for a new
principal.

When the board next met on May 25, 1921, the
announcement of the meeting declared, "Business of
importance will be presented." It was voted that "the
Committee on Principal be authorized to engage Dr.
H. A. Bridgman as Principal of Lawrence Academy if
they think best, with full authority to make arrange-
ments as to salary, time of employment and other
terms and conditions." The committee did tfiink best
and Bridgman accepted the principalship "at a salary
of $6000, a place of residence, and the assistance of a
secretary." He was unanimously elected by a final vote
of the board on June 11, 1921.

Why did the board hire a principal for the Academy

school shall lie.
This does not mean that I shall not

consult the trustees frequently and be
greatly influenced by their judgment.

No one who knows me looks upon me
as a dictator or a solitary worker. Indeed
I can hardly conceive of the likelihood
that I should part company with the pre-
dominating opinion of the trustees on a
major matter, but I think you would feel
that if you were in my place you would
want to hold the reins in your hands. I
shall be held accountable for results, I
must therefore be granted the full author-
ity on matters that come within the
domain of the principal of a school like
ours.

I think you will be glad to know that
while it is hard for me to break the ties
that have grown so strong here, my
minds rests in the decision that it may be
best for the paper to have a new hand at
the helm and that it is probably best for
me to have the challenge of a new and
important task.

The principal of one of the leading
academies in New England advised me
yesterday to secure from you trustees in
black and white the guarantee that you
would give me three years in which to
work out the problems at Lawrence
Academy.

I do not feel that it is absolutely neces-
sary to have this come into the contract,
for I think I can trust my future with you
provided I come anywhere near fulfilling
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your expectations concerning me. I
assume if you want me to come at all,
you will give me a fair chance — three or
possibly even five years to revive the
school and put it where it ought to be.

But please do not cherish too great
expectations of me.

Certain matters of detail relating to
the time I shall begin and to other practi-
cal questions I think we can arrange in
due time by consultation.

I am grateful to the trustees for the
confidence they have reposed in me. I
shall need constantly their advice and
support. I hope that I may not disap-
point you in the final outcome. At least
you may be sure that Mrs. Bridgman
and I intend to devote all that is in us to
the school and its pupils.

And may I say in addition that I
shall anticipate working with you in par-
ticular and I trust we shall build up a
friendship that will last as long as we
live on the earth.

Cordially yours,
H. A. Bridgman

Rev. Howard Allen Bridgman, die thirty-ninth head of
the Academy from 1922 to 1925.

who was sixty years old and who possessed only one
year of teaching experience in 1883?

Howard Allen Bridgman

Born in Northampton, Massachusetts, in 1860,
Howard Allen Bridgman was the son of the proprietor
of that city's leading bookstore. While growing up in
an atmosphere of books and literary influences,
Bridgman prepared in the public schools for Amherst
College where he received a B.A. in 1883. During die
next year he was principal of the Granby (MA) High
School. The study of theology beckoned and he was
drawn to the Hartford Seminary ; then to the Divinity
School at Yale where he received a B.D. in 1887.
Bridgman immediately joined the staff of The
Congregationalism a weekly magazine of that denomina-
tion which was first published in 1849. He started as an
associate editor, became the managing editor in 1889
and the editor-in-chief in 1911. Bridgman was
ordained by the Congregational Council in Boston on
November 19, 1890. Although he held no pastorate,
Reverend Howard Allen Bridgman preached often
diroughout New England. He received an honorary
D.D. from Oberlin College in 1908 and published
three books: Steps Christward, 1903, Real Religion, 1910,
and New England in the Life of the World, 1920, which was
a contribution to the literature of the Pilgrim
Tercentenary.

The board had chosen a man who was sixty years old
(an Academy record), happily married (Helen North
Bryant), the father of four children (two were in col-
lege) , a Congregational minister, author and doctor of
divinity. If anyone could rebuild the approbation and
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reputation of Lawrence Academy, the trustees were
convinced "Doctor B" could do it.

Waters House

At the board meeting in September, 1921, the
trustees voted to purchase the "Bigelow estate — so
called," now known as Waters House. It was built by
Thomas Gardner in 1783 and was subsequently owned
and occupied by several families: John Peabody who
owned the tannery on what is now Shumway Field;
Charles H. Waters, a wealthy inventor and manufactur-
er who remodeled the house in the late 1870s as a sec-
ond French empire mansion with a mansard roof, and
Charles E. Bigelow who sold it to the trustees for
$11,198.

Purchase of the Motley and the Bigelow properties
represented a distinct effort by the trustees to expand
the campus and facilities. That was a good idea.
Opportunities to purchase real estate contiguous to
the Academy were unique — except the board was
spending money during a period designated for the
retirement of all outstanding debt. That was a bad idea
and inconsistent with their financial strategy.

News of the trustees' purchase of the Bigelow estate
was relayed to Yssabella G. Waters in New York City by
her contemporary and friend, Miss Georgiana
Boutwell. Miss Waters was very eager to purchase the
house where she grew up and had lived for twenty
years. She wrote to the trustees in December, 1921: "I
had not learned it was in the market...I want it for a
home while I live, and at my death it would be left to
the town for vocational purposes in connection with

the public schools...I should be very glad to hear if
there is any possibility of my being able to purchase
the property, and the price."

Miss Waters had dedicated her life to charitable
work and nursing. After growing up in Groton, she
graduated from Johns Hopkins Hospital as a nurse in
1897. While working at the Henry Street Settlement
House in New York, she was frustrated by her inability
to converse with the Germans and Jews of the East
Side. Her solution was to spend a year and a half in
Europe studying German and Yiddish.

This extraordinary woman met with the board on
December 27, 1921, and "after a somewhat lengthy
interview," the board voted to sell her the property at
its actual cost to the Academy in spite of her offer to
pay $15,000.

During this same meeting when the trustees were
transferring real estate like cigar puffing tycoons, they
also voted "to purchase a lot of land opposite Bigelow
Hall... [and] proceed with the erection of a
building...to be used for a Dining Hall and other nec-
essary purposes." They also voted to begin Dr.
Bridgman's compensation on January 1, 1922,
"payable in equal monthly installments."

The board's attitude about money appears to have
moved from frugal to improvident. The change, no
doubt, was the result of successfully retiring all out-
standing debt. The principal was authorized to employ
two instructors at salaries of $3000 and $2200, "plus
residence and meals." Plans for a new dining hall
building were abandoned in favor of alterations to die
Academy building "at a cost not to exceed $20,000"

6 Beacon Street, Boston
29June, 1921

My dear Dr. Bridgman.
I was sorry to miss your telephone call

on Harvard Commencement day, but I
duly received the next morning your letter
of June 23 and have submitted it to the
more accessible members of the Board.

I think they are all pleased, as 1 am,
that you were able to come to so prompt
an acceptance of our invitation.

One or two of your conditions may
require some interpretation, in which I
have no doubt that we shall agree.

Taken literally, they might call for a
more complete abdication on the part of
the Trustees than they would be legally
warranted in making.

They will require some amendments of
our by-laws, which I presume will readily
"be granted the full authority on matters
that come within the domain of the prin-
cipal of a school like ours" which you ask
for.

I think that all the members of our
board would recognize that after placing
a capable man at the head of the school
he must be treated with power adequate
to his responsibility.

I concur in your view that it was not
necessary to act upon the advice given
you "to secure from the Trustees in black
and white the guarantee that you would
give me three years in which to work out
the problems."
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If the school prospers under your man-
agement you will not need it, and my
own feeling which I should expect would
be shared by the Trustees generally, is
that if it does not you would be even more
unwilling to stay than the Trustees
might be to keep you.

I do not anticipate this result.
According to my recollection you expected
to be back here in season for our Annual
Meeting toward the end of July and
expressed your purpose to attend it.

I hope I am right about this, as it will
be highly desirable and practically neces-
sary to settle at that time hvo or three
principal questions concerning the char-
acter and policy of the school at least in
the near future, in which you will natu-
rally wish to participate and the Trustees
will regard your counsel as practically
indispensable.

I read with peculiar satisfaction your
reference to Mrs. Bridgman, which I take
to mean that she welcomes the approach-
ing change in your relations, with a dis-
position and purpose to be an active
factor in your work at Lawrence Academy.

I cordially reciprocate your kind
expressions touching our future personal
relations, and trusting that you are
enjoying your visit to the Pacific Coast
and that it will help to store your reser-
voir for your neiu task. I am as ever

The Junior School in 1923 under the direction of James Chester Flagg.

Yours very truly
Albert E. Pillsbury
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and renovations to Bigelow Hall which were "not to
exceed $12,000." The board paused during this spend-
ing spree to vote "that the sum of $2000 per annum be
and is hereby appropriated out of any available income
to payment and extinguishment of any indebtedness
incurred under authority of the foregoing vote." After
this singular act of providence, the board completed
this meeting on March 4, 1922, with a final vote "that
$1000 be and is hereby appropriated as a contingent
fund to be used at the discretion of the principal..."

The meeting adjourned a few minutes before one
o'clock in the afternoon. Michael Sheedy, treasurer of
the board since 1898, offered polite goodbyes to his
fellow trustees. When the dapper, impeccably dressed
man reached the street outside 6 Beacon Street, he was
incensed over the board's decision to take on new
debt.

May 20, 1922

A special meeting of the trustees was called on May
20th because Michael Sheedy tendered his resignation
as trustee and treasurer of the board on May 10th. The
resignation was read by President Pillsbury. When he
concluded, the trustees were benumbed. Judge
Loomis, chairman of the Finance Committee, shat-
tered the silence with a motion that the treasurer be
authorized to borrow up to $30,000, "pledging as secu-
rity the whole accruing income of the corporation
until the debt is extinguished, less the amount neces-
sary to provide for the contract with the principal, any
legal liability to others, and maintenance of the prop-
erty." Judge Sanderson amended the motion to
include a minimum retirement of "$2500 every six

months until the debt is extinguished." The amended
motion was passed by a vote of five to three
(Bridgman, McDonald, Sanderson, Sheedy and
Spaulding voted in the affirmative).

At this point in the meeting, the board persuaded
Michael Sheedy to withdraw his letter of resignation.
President Pillsbury sat motionless; he was also strongly
concerned about the large amount of new debt financ-
ing. He sat and fumed over the vote just taken. Then
he slowly stood up and delivered a long, improvised
and impassioned statement that took away the collec-
tive breath of the board.

Preparations

The new principal and his family moved from their
home in Brookline into Brazer House in December,
1921. Their oldest daughter was a student at the
University of Wisconsin; the oldest boy was following in
his father's footsteps at Amherst College.

Moving to Groton was not an entirely unique experi-
ence for the Bridgmans. They owned a second home
in Shirley and were well acquainted with the charm
and beauty of Middlesex County.

Bridgman's vision for the Academy was straightfor-
ward and realistic. As a trustee, he received an abun-
dance of ideas and suggestions from the board. Before
and after his decision to accept the principalship, he
sought the counsel of many educators, especially the
principals of the most successful private schools in New
England. With the renovation and enlargement of the
campus underway, Bridgman directed his attention

Boston, Mass., May 10, 1922.
Hon. Albert E. Pillsbury, Pres.,
Board of Trustees of the Lawrence
Academy at Groton,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Mr. President:
I hereby tender my resignation as

Trustee and Treasurer of the Board to
take effect at the close of current year end-
ing June 30th next. This action is not
hastily taken, but is rather the result of
long deliberation, as some of the members
of the Board well know.

I am no longer young and certainly I
am not rich and it is time that I begin to
put my house in order. For many years I
have given of my time, not always my
own, and such judgement as I possessed
to the interest of the Academy.

For a long time we struggled under a
debt and finally were forced to close the
School that the debt could be liquidated
and that we might obtain a new lease of
life.

In planning to open the School, we at
present have incurred liabilities beyond
our income for the current year, amount-
ing to at least $30,000.00, as well as
expended all of our reserve, accumulated
after payment of the old indebtedness.
This reserve amounting to $19,508.29.
No provision has been made for meeting
our obligations maturing in June and
July or carrying this indebtedness.

I am without personal resources that
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warrant my assuming the responsibility.
As a member of the Board I am willing to
do my share in taking care of the debt
contracted while a member and until
such time as it can be liquidated and
will co-operate in any plan than may be
formulated, provided such plan does not
contemplate use of Endowment Funds or
mortgaging of our property. I am willing
to advance my proportionate part of the
debt.

In all probability this amount will not
provide adequate furnishings and equip-
ment for our remodeled buildings and the
amount is likely to be increased. Again,
a growing School will have constant and
increasing needs that will have to be pro-
videdfor.

Truely I do not feel equal to financing
the proposition and feel that the Board
will need the services of a younger and
more resourceful Treasurer.

Assuring the Board, and you especial-
ly Mr. President, that the welfare and
success of the Academy will always be
very dear to me, it must be rather as a cit-
izen of the town and a private, than as
one active in the management of its
affairs.

Yours sincerely,
Michael Sheedy

towards gathering a faculty and staff, designing the
curriculum and recreational activities, and, most
importantly, recruiting a student body.

Bridgman's individuality and adroitness as a profes-
sional journalist is apparent in the catalogue that was
published in early 1922 to attract students. It is a mas-
terfully written and thoughtfully designed publication
with appealing language and photographs. "Re-estab-
lished on the Samuel A. Green Foundation, 1922"
appeared for the first time under the incorporation
date on the title page.

The board met twice during the summer of 1922
before the Academy reopened. In July, Dr. Frank
Spaulding and George S. Wright were unanimously
elected trustees. They would both play critical roles in
the future of the Academy.

The principal was authorized to employ a third
teacher, janitor and secretary. (Trustee Batt, who com-
pleted his fiftieth year on the board the previous year,
was the only negative vote for this authorization.) The
board also authorized the treasurer to borrow up to
"thirty thousand ($30,000) in addition to the sums
heretofore borrowed" and voted for an expenditure of
up to six thousand dollars "to procure electric equip-
ment and other fixtures and furnishings for the
Academy and Dormitories." In case anyone was ner-
vous about the finances of the Academy Corporation, a
Committee on Budget was organized "consisting of
three members of the Board...appointed by the presi-
dent."

Fifty hymn books arrived in July, the gift of Stephen
Thompson, Class of 1850, the oldest living alumnus of

the Academy. Bridgman considered the ecclesiastical
gift a very good omen. It was time to ring the Academy
bell.

The Old School with the New Spirit

This slogan was the theme of "the first year" at
Lawrence Academy in 1922. Principal Bridgman
attracted thirty-six students: twelve seniors, eight
juniors, three sophomores, six freshmen and seven in
the Junior School. (The "Form" designations for class-
es was abandoned.) The geographical distribution of
students was impressive: Illinois, New Jersey, Puerto
Rico, New York, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Virginia
and even Sourabaya, Java. Twenty-three were from
Massachusetts, six of whom were day students.

The Faculty and Curriculum

Principal Bridgman taught Bible, current events,
Greek and public speaking. He assembled an impres-
sive faculty in 1922 which remained throughout his
tenure — representative of their dedication and loyalty
to the principal and the Academy. The principal was a
strict yet fair disciplinarian; the boys called him
"bunny" (behind his back, of course) because his nose
twitched and his nostrils flared like a rabbit when he
was angry or nervous.

Harold Symmes Clark taught Latin, history and
choir. He was the principal's "right hand man" and a
graduate of Dartmouth and Harvard Graduate School.
His wife, Harriet Adams Clark, a graduate of Mt.
Holyoke, taught English and mathematics. She will be
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forever remembered by Lawrence Academy for her
contribution of the lyrics to the Academy song,
"Lawrence, Here's to Thee," performed for the first
time in early 1923. It was sung at the graduation exer-
cises on June 9, 1923, and published for the first time
on the back cover of the graduation program and in
the 1923 Lawrendan.

Chandler Tracy Jones was a graduate of Amherst
who taught English, French and Spanish. In addition
to being in charge of Bigelow Hall, "Chan" or "Jonesy,"
as he was familiarly known, coached all three major
sports (football, basketball and baseball) during the
first school year. The yearbook wrote: "His labors were
unceasing. He was usually die first man on the field or
floor and the last one off...the fellows learned from
"Coach" not to stop fighting until the last whisde."

George Frederick Hamer, Jr., taught mathematics,
physics, chemistry and music. Trained at MIT where he
received an S.B. degree, Hamer was not only a gifted
teacher ("Do you see diat?" was his favorite teaching
expression) but also a professional pianist and compos-
er. He played piano at chapel every morning, at vesper
services and on numerous formal (winter recital) and
informal occasions (after supper). Hamer's eternal
legacy to the Academy is his composition of the music
to "Lawrence, Here's to Thee."

James Chester Flagg was master of the Junior
School, "a separate school unit widi its own room [in
Bigelow Hall], course of instruction, teachers and reg-
ulations." Boys were admitted from ages ten to thir-
teen, equivalent to grades sixth, seventfi and eighth in
grammar schools. The catalogue description is com-
forting; "After supper one of the masters usually reads

Principal Bridgman (on left), Mrs. Bridgman, the faculty and trustees in 1924.
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The course to which the Board has
been committed today is so inconsistent
with my view of its duty and the respect
due to the memory of Dr. Green that I
must ask indulgence to put a brief state-
ment upon the record.

Prior to 1908 we had incurred a series
of deficits, met by borrowing money on
interest or resorting to our endowment
funds, which finally compelled us in
1918 to close the School, practically
insolvent and with our endowment seri-
ously impaired. The Board was betrayed
into this situation by allowing the mas-
ters of the School to influence its finan-
cial management, for which the trustees
alone are responsible.

Upon coming into the income of Dr.
Green's bequest, it was wisely resolved to
apply every dollar to clear our record,
and not to reopen the school until we
were free of debt. At the end of 1921 his
munificence had left us so, with an
endowment amply sufficient, if properly
administered, to carry on the school.

The Board has now incurred a new
and greater debt than ever before, the pro-
priety of which I will not go back to dis-
cuss, and today the action of a minority
has reversed its policy of reopening the
school with a clean sheet and entered
upon a policy of debt which in my belief,
in view of our experience and of present
conditions, is likely to become permanent
and liable again to imperil our endow-
ment; and this is not done to avoid defer-

aloud to them, and the bed-time hour is an early
one."

Bridgman did not significantly alter the daily rou-
tine or curriculum established by his predecessor.
Bible studies were added to the course of study for
each year, progressing from "Great Men of the Old
Testament" to "Christianity in action" and "A survey of
the progress of the Church." "Debates, declamations
or current events" replaced classes on Saturday morn-
ings; the afternoon was "free for games and other exer-
cises, and the evening for entertainments or lectures."

It was Principal Bridgman who inaugurated
"Mountain Days," when the entire school set off to scale
either Wachusett or Monadnock. He also established a
discipline system that was organized around "merits"
for good behavior and "demerits." The system supplied
the appropriate manpower for snow shoveling, lawn
mowing, blackboard erasing and other odd jobs.

A "Winter Carnival" included a basketball game, a
play, a sleigh ride and a dance. "Girl guests...came
from Winchester High, St. Mary's of Concord, N.H.,
Arlington, Cushing Academy, Bancroft of Worcester,
The Brimmer School, and the Fitchburg High School."
The "Senior Hop" in June was "another good time."

The principal and faculty's hard work paid off
quickly when the Academy received "privileges of cer-
tificate" from the College Entrance Examination
Board. Certifications of the Academy by the most pres-
tigious colleges were also renewed and the Class of
1923 matriculated at the following colleges: Yale,
Harvard, Amherst, Bowdoin, Cornell, Pennsylvania,
Northeastern and Williams.

"A Clean-Playing Set of Fellows is a School's
Best Advertisement"

Morale and school spirit grew higher throughout the
year, enhanced by the athletic program which produced
an extremely good basketball team (8-4 record) and dis-
appointing results in football and baseball. But the boys
were enthusiastic and "proud that sportsmanship has
been rated first by the fellows themselves in all our con-
tests...good sports in victory and good losers in
defeat...all men regardless of ability enjoy participation."

The students called the Lawrencian for 1923 a 'Year-
Book-Magazine." It was the first publication at the
Academy to profile each member of the graduating
class with a picture, nicknames, school activities,
favorite expressions and a descriptive essay. Once
again, the high standards of "Dr. B" are represented in
the publication. His article, "From the Principal's
Desk," reviewed success and failure during the year
rather than promote the Academy with hyperbole and
superlative language. He ended the essay with "thank
yous" to the faculty ("unstinted, many-sided and most
acceptable service"), to the office staff ("small in num-
bers, mighty in action, congenial in spirit"), to every
worker in the organization ("toiling in kitchen, serv-
ing-room, dormitory and boiler room") and lasdy, to
the boys ("for their important share in establishing a
high standard of scholarship and behavior, for their
co-operation...and loyalty to the school").

War Remembrance

In honor of the Academy boys, faculty and staff who
served in the World War, Principal Bridgman orga-
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nized a commemorative service that was held on June
3, 1923, at 8pm. It was the Sunday before graduation
week.

George F. Hamer, Jr. opened the program with a
selection from Verdi's "Rigoletto." The principal
offered a prayer and solemn statement, followed by
Russell Davey Greene, Class of 1915, who read the Roll
of Honor. Thomas William Proctor, Class of 1875,
delivered an address that masterfully combined
Academy reminiscence and American war history.
"The victory was ours; we are at peace with the world,"
he declared. "But we are to be patriots no less in the
weak piping times of peace. For the tasks of peace

This service and the events of graduation week
bathed the Academy in a wash of poignant benediction
and restrained self-confidence. It had been a very good
year. From all outward appearances, the re-establish-
ment and reopening of Lawrence Academy was suc-
cessful.

Percolating beneath these scenes, however, were a
variety of problems between Principal Bridgman and
the trustees. The board requested diat he pay "at cost
for the board of himself and his family during the cur-
rent academic year, at the day rate of $100 for the
tuition of his son." (Howard Allen Bridgman, Jr. was
enrolled in the Junior School.) In addition, the
trustees stated that "die very efficient services rendered
by Mrs. Bridgman are deemed to be included in the
original written acceptance of Dr. Bridgman...[and
that] the trustees have not undertaken the mainte-
nance of Brazer [House]." The board also refused to
pay for domestic help for the Bridgmans and fuel for

Brazer House. These were all requests or perquisites
that Bridgman expected the board to approve. Not
only did the board say no but they also voted "that no
expenditures under any item of the budget be exceed-
ed except upon vote of the Trustees at a meeting duly
called."

Bridgman's contract was renewed but the expenses
were still unresolved. The last paragraph in a letter
from the board to the principal in July, 1923, reveals
the seriousness of these problems; "The Committee
recognize and appreciate the able and efficient ser-
vices of yourself and Mrs. Bridgman during the past
year and hope that you both will find the coming year
one of less anxiety and more enjoyment than hereto-
fore."

"After protracted negotiations," Bridgman and the
board settled all claims between them; Bridgman
received $500 and "deemed the settlement highly
favorable."

The Second Year

Enrollment jumped to sixty-three students in the fall
of 1923, prompting additional faculty and the use of
Sheedy House as a dormitory for fifteen boys, a teach-
er, caretaker and her husband who happened to be
the chef. This building (which stood on the present
site of Sheedy Hall) was one of two houses constructed
side by side in die early 1870s by John F. Robbins. The
house was sold to Frank Lawrence Blood (trustee) who
in turn sold it to Winthrop Sheedy from whom the
Academy leased it in 1923 for $2500 per year. The
presence of the new dormitory prompted the first

ring the opening of the school, which
could be opened in September under
Judge Loomis' original motion, but to
provide for increased facilities which
mean an increase of the debt, and what-
ever the motive, has left the way open to
its increase and perpetuation.

The question today being whether we
shall or shall not shut the door firmly
against any increase of the new debt, the
voting majority says that we shall not,
and this means that the Board is fairly
started again on the course which landed
us upon the rocks in 1918.

I cannot share the responsibility for
this action or the continuance of such a
policy and should feel compelled to retire
at once from the Board but for my convic-
tion that the Academy now needs every
assistance to extricate it from its present
position.

Statement by President
Albert E. Pillsbury to the
board on May 20, 1922

A scholar and worker, with a vision
enlarged by wide travel and contact with
the world, the Trustees believe that they
have found in him the social spirit and
personal devotion so essential to the high-
est success in the work of education, and
that he will be ably seconded by Mrs.
Bridgman, a woman of unusual charac-
ter and accomplishments, who will have
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a close relationship to the school. They
expect to be at home in the Principal's
house (the old Brazer mansion) not later
than December 1, [1921] where they mil
be glad to see or hear from any and all
who have a past, present, or prospective
interest in the Academy.

from the announcement brochure
"The New Principal of

Laiorence Academy "

OLD SCHOOL BEING REBUILT
Lawrence Academy Prepares for Its

Reopening Next September
Special to the Transcript:

Groton, March, 15 [1922] — The
fine old main structures at Lawrence
Academy are to be thoroughly rebuilt on
the interior and this week carpenters,
masons and plumbers are beginning on
their task which will be completed by mid-
summer in ample season for the acade-
my's reopening next September. The
academy building... is the first to be
reconstructed. The double stairway and
the intervening partition will be removed.
The extra space will provide for an
attractive center hall out of which opens
on one side a large room designed for
social purposes and on the other side a
study room and the administrative office
of the new principal...

The second floor, containing the large
assembly hall, will be devoted in part to

The Club Room or Living Room of the Main Building in 1924. Principal Bridgman is sitting on the far right, under
the portrait of Eliel Shumway, and a group is assembled around the piano in the far corner.
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inter-dormitory football game at the Academy. Bigelow
Hall defeated Sheedy House, 16-6.

In addition, Thompson House was rented and
turned into both a dormitory and infirmary. Erected in
1812 by Stuart J. Park, it was moved from around the
corner on the Old Ayer Road to its present site in
1899. The school described the rooms there as "sun-
shiny...with a fine view...of the athletic field and the
new tennis courts."

Carl Asa Porter Lawrence, Class of 1910 and
Dartmouth College, was hired in the fall of 1923 as
business assistant to the treasurer and the principal.
The position was designed to bring greater efficiencies
to the financial management of the school. The
Academy budget continued unbalanced and it was nec-
essary to finance the deficit, in part, through borrow-
ings from the principal of the Dr. Green Fund. Dr.
Bridgman's requests for additional faculty and staff
were funded by donations, particularly from trustees
George S. Wright and John S. Lawrence, enthusiastic
supporters of the principal and his vision for the
school. By the start of the 1924-1925 academic year,
Bridgman had increased the faculty to eight.

The Sins of the Board are Visited Upon the
Principal

There were no misunderstandings or financial
claims between the board and Principal Bridgman at
the end of his second year. The Academy opened in
the fall of 1924 with an enrollment of over sixty-five
students and bright prospects. "Nearly all the boys in
school came out for the [football] team," boasted the

1925 Laxvrencian. No doubt it was because of the new
coach, Joseph Addison Aldred, the Bowdoin backfield
star who joined the faculty as mathematics teacher and
athletic director.

The social life of the school increased almost expo-
nentially during this year: a football dance ("even the
young men of the school who professed to despise all
society were lured on to the waxen floor"); a winter
dance ("the ball glowed with beauty...every heart beat
swiftly widi happiness and pleasure"); the junior prom
("the future is always doubtful"); and a senior supper
dance ("the crowning success of the Class of 1925"); all
complemented the variety of entertainments and lec-
tures throughout the school year.

January 5, 1925

Eleven members of the board of trustees met for an
adjourned annual meeting at President Pillsbury's
office in Boston. New Year's greetings were cordially
exchanged by the eleven trustees in attendance and
the meeting began at 1:30pm. Records were read and
approved; Treasurer Sheedy submitted his report
which was discussed, accepted and placed on file.
Sheedy continued, this time as chairman of the
Committee on Buildings and Grounds. He made a ver-
bal report which highlighted the "disposition of sewer-
age." Trustees Batt and McDonald reported for the
Examining Committee. They were followed by Judge
Loomis who presented the budget report which pro-
voked "a rather extended discussion." President
Pillsbury dien turned to Principal Bridgman.

"Would you please retire from the room, Dr.

recreational purposes with sufficient
space for basket-ball and other indoor
athletics....

In the basement will be installed show-
er baths.

The other building undergoing reno-
vation is the dormitory known as
Bigelow Hall. Hardwood floors through-
out the three stories, ample bath rooms on
every floor, and fresh paint throughout,
will make this dormitory a pleasant home
for the twenty or thirty students and mas-
ters who can be accommodated there.

The total cost of these contemplated
improvements will approximate
$30,000. The Brazer House, where Dr.
Bridgman and his family reside, has
already been put in excellent condition.

WHA T LA WRENCE ACADEMY IS
AND SEEKS TO DO

It seeks to establish the health of its
pupils, inform and train their minds,
and awaken and develop their moral
nature so that they will become self-
reliant, manly, obedient, and considerate
of others. This threefold aim is constantly
in the thought of those most responsible
for the school as they teach, administer,
participate in the sports, and mingle
freely with their pupils in dormitory, din-
ing hall, living room, and on the cam-
pus. They realize that, from the parental
point of view, sending a boy to school is
an experiment, and they seek to do for
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those entrusted to their care what they
would want done for their own sons...

While in no sense a sectarian institu-
tion, Lawrence aims to build character,
foster the Christian virtues, and serve the
highest ideals. To educate boys so that
they will reflect credit both on their par-
ents and the Academy, and become of
real value to the world, is the master
desire of those engaged in carrying on the
school.
THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

...Ancient but still vigorous elms keep
guard over structures whose foundations
were laid many years ago. On a summer
day, in their leafy environment, the
Academy group of buildings makes an
attractive picture, while the winter scene
is hardly less pleasing to the eye.
THE ACADEMY BUILDING

...Large glass doors open into a spa-
cious and attractive paneled hall,
adjoining...a living room, with cosy cor-
ners, easy chairs, a piano, and a central
fireplace. Here the boys spend leisure
moments in chat and games, and friend-
ly intercourse with one another and their
teachers...song and stoiy enliven the win-
ter evening.

DANA HOUSE — THE DINING
CENTER

In the sunny spacious front rooms of
this Colonial house, which, like all the
buildings on the campus, has been put
in proper shape for its special uses, the
masters and students take their meals.

Bridgman?" requested President Pillsbury. "We are
about to discuss matters personally connected with
you."

Bridgman serenely retired. In his dual capacity as
principal and trustee, it was not unusual for him to
either retire from meetings or abstain from voting.

The board discussed the Financial conditions of the
Academy, specifically the deficit. President Pillsbury
charged that the principal was largely to blame for the
sorrowful state of the school's balance sheet. George
Wright could scarcely believe the accusation, let alone
the emotional and extravagant criticisms being leveled
at the principal. But he was even more surprised when
Dr. Huntley Spaulding abruptly "asked for an informal
vote...as to whether Dr. Bridgman's contract should be
continued beyond the current year." Rather than by
voice, the trustees voted by ballot: two yes, six no, two
not voting. Trustees Huntley Spaulding and Sanderson
were appointed to meet with Dr. Bridgman outside the
room and "inform him of the sense of the meeting."

If there was a plan to dismiss the principal, it was
conspired by Albert Pillsbury and a few other trustees.
It was neither revealed nor discussed with the entire
board before the meeting, a criticism that the board
was unable to defend.

The eight trustees remaining in the room were not
about to waste any time while the proverbial bullet was
being shot into the head of Principal Bridgman out-
side. They voted to ratify and approve the purchase of
the Frank Lawrence Estate (built in 1908) on Powder
House Road (the street name was recently changed
from High Street) and immediately approved its lease

to Carl A. P. Lawrence for $750 a year.

The board's actions were incongruous and irrespon-
sible. In their efforts to lessen the financial burdens of
the Academy, they were still spending money while
simultaneously dismissing a principal who almost sin-
gle-handedly rebuilt the school during the past three
years.

The three trustees returned to the room. Dr.
Bridgman, visibly shaken and distressed, paused for a
moment to clear his throat and calmly stated;
"Gentlemen, I will retire as Principal of Lawrence
Academy at the end of the current school year."

The meeting adjourned at 4:20 pm. Little did the
trustees realize that their action would launch the most
controversial episode in the entire history of Lawrence
Academy. Thirteen years earlier, Principal Bridgman
delivered a vespers sermon at the Academy; it had
become reality for the Academy ("I am debtor"),
Principal Bridgman himself ("I am ready"), and the
board of trustees ("I am not ashamed").

To the Rescue

The faculty were the first to respond to die board's
decision. They prepared a "Statement" which repre-
sented the views of the principal and every member of
the official staff. Faculty members Harold Clark and
Chandler Jones traveled to New Haven to consult with
Trustee Frank Spaulding who was not in attendance at
the January 5th meeting.
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Frank Spaulding subsequently traveled to Boston
and Groton to meet with various trustees and interview
the principal, faculty and students. Dr. Spaulding con-
cluded that the board had acted in haste and that Dr.
Bridgman was not responsible for the financial deficits
of the school.

During the next two months, support for Principal
Bridgman expanded and intensified. Petitions circulat-
ed through the town of Groton demanding that the
board reinstate the principal.

A special meeting of the trustees was held on
Saturday, March 28th, at 1] o'clock at 6 Beacon Street
in Boston "to provide for filling the vacancy occa-
sioned by the retirement of the principal and other
vacancies, if any, in the teaching staff for the ensuing
school year." Word had reached the trustees that the
faculty was prepared to resign en masse if the board did
not reverse its decision. Waiting outside the meeting
room were representatives of the alumni, parents and
citizens of Groton. Upon the suggestion of Huntley
Spaulding, they were all invited to appear before the
trustees.

Wilfred William Green delivered remarks on behalf
of the alumni; Fred H. Burdett and a Mr. Lingham
represented the parents of students; Everett Gerrish
delivered petitions signed by hundreds of the citizens
of Groton. Each speaker was impassioned; their com-
mon resolve implacable: the board should reverse its
decision and reject the principal's resignation.

At the conclusion of the speeches, President
Pillsbury suggested that Principal Bridgman leave the
room. Bridgman declined and suggested that

Reverend Mr. Batt offer a prayer. At the conclusion of
the prayer, it was again suggested to Dr. Bridgman that
he leave the room. He declined again. The tension was
palpable. Judge Loomis moved that he be requested to
withdraw. Bridgman left the room before the motion
was put to a vote.

Dr. Frank Spaulding made a motion which was
declared out of order because a motion of Judge
Loomis had precedence. Judge Sanderson then moved
that Judge Loomis' motion be amended by the motion
of Dr. Spaulding. The board was waging an internecine
battle with parliamentary weapons. When the procedu-
ral dust settled, the following motion was presented:
"that Dr. Howard A. Bridgman be elected Principal of
Lawrence Academy for a period of two years, from July
1, 1925, to June 30, 1927, — salary and other condi-
tions of compensation to be determined after the adop-
tion by the Board of a plan for financing the operation
of the school, in no case later than May 9,1925."

The amendment was discussed and a vote was taken
by show of hands. Sanderson, Frank Spaulding and
Wright voted in the affirmative; Sheedy, Loomis,
Huntley Spaulding, McDonald, Manning and Pillsbury
voted in the negative; Batt and Blood did not vote. The
amendment was lost.

The original motion of Judge Loomis was presented
for a vote. It empowered the Executive Committee to
arrange for teachers and define the duties and authori-
ties of the principal. Sheedy, Blood, Loomis, Huntley
Spaulding, McDonald, Manning and Pillsbury voted in
the affirmative; Sanderson, Frank Spaulding and
Wright in the negative; the Reverend Mr. Batt, once
again, did not vote. The motion was adopted.

The many hours spent there in the course
of the school year are connected with
memories of good and abundant food, of
pleasant comradeships and interesting
table talk as masters and boys together
refresh three times a day the inner man...
THE RECREATIVE SIDE

...the boys are taught that all forms of
physical exercise and other activities are
simply made a means of attaining a
higher goal, even the rounding out and
strengthening of character... Thus the zest
and excitement of clean sport are utilized
to develop self-reliance, concentration,
cooperation, and responsibility.
EXPENSES

The charge for tuition, board, room
rent, including heat, light, and the neces-
sary furniture, is nine hundred dollars
($900) per year, payable when the school
opens...The charge for day pupils is one
hundred dollars ($100), with an extra
charge of three dollars ($3) a week for
those who take their noon meal in the
Academy dining room...Some means of
self-help are also provided for such stu-
dents as may desire and deserve assis-
tance.

The session of the school for 1922-23
will begin on Tuesday, September 26,
1922.

1922 Catalogue
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Voted: That the By-Laws be and are
hereby amended by adding to Article 12
the following:

"No debt or liability exceeding two
hundred dollars ($200.) shall be
incurred unless and until authorized by
vote of a majority of all members of the
Board, or by,unanimous vote at a meet-
ing at which a quorum is present, nor
shall any such payment be made out of
the treasury unless required by law or
authorized in accordance with this
Article."

Trustees' minutes
July 29, 1922

Because it had been moved that Principal
Bridgman leave the room, it was necessary to vote
"that Dr. Bridgman be invited to return to the room
and hear the result of the voting." At this point, the
minutes of the meeting only state; "He returned and
made some remarks." Perhaps the principal's remarks
were about punishment that should rightly fall on oth-
ers — "the goat [Bridgman] which in ancient Jewish
religious custom, was allowed to escape into the
wilderness after the high priest [Pillsbury] had sym-
bolically laid the sins [debt] of the people [the
trustees] upon it."

Bridgman finished speaking and there was a long,
pregnant pause. Judge Sanderson next spoke, resign-
ing as a member of the Executive Committee. Dr.
Frank Spaulding then read a communication from the
faculty and all the employees of the school, "severing
their connection [with the Academy], to take effect
upon the retirement of Dr. Bridgman."

The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. Ironically, the
two trustees who did not attend the meeting were
William A. Lawrence and John S. Lawrence. Their
votes would not have made a difference for it was a
majority of the board that dismissed the principal.

Trustee John S. Lawrence was so dissatisfied with the
actions of his fellow board members in January that he
resigned on March 10th. Trustee George S. Wright
submitted his resignation to the board on June 17th in
protest over the mismanagement and unprincipaled
action of his colleagues.

But it was the resignation of the entire student body
that finally caught the attention of the board. After

graduation in June, the Academy stood calamitously
still.

Denouement

Throughout this painful and distracting ordeal,
Principal Bridgman stood before the Academy com-
munity with metde and spirit. He insisted that the aca-
demic year continue unblemished and finish as if
there were no intrigue and controversy. Always the
gentleman, he refused to gossip or publicly discuss the
friction and inconsonance.

The Lawrencian 1925 was the first hardcover year-
book. It was dedicated by the students to Dr. Howard
Allen Bridgman whom they described as "a boy's true
friend." Eleven Academy seniors enrolled the following
fall at Harvard, West Point, Williams, University of
Pennsylvania, Brown, Amherst and M.I.T.

The entire faculty, staff and student body of the
Academy dispersed. The warm June weather of the
Nashoba Valley was small consolation for the dissolu-
tion of a once thriving, proud school. The Bridgmans
moved to their home in Shirley where Dr. Bridgman
established the Bridgman School. He brought along
James Chester Flagg (master of the Academy Junior
School) as a teacher in his new school and together
they enrolled the entire Junior School from Lawrence
Academy in September, 1925.

Principal Bridgman became Headmaster Bridgman.
Rather than return to the world of journalism he had
known for thirty-four years, he persevered as an educa-
tor, inspired by the challenge and personal rewards he
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A suite in Bigelow Hall, ca. 1924.

LAWRENCE, HERE'S TO THEE
(1923)
Words by Mrs. Harriet A. Clark
Music by Mr. George F. Hamer,Jr.

On an elm-tree shaded hill-side
In an old New England town
Stands a school both old and famous,
Worthy of its great renown.
From the many who have loved it
And upheld it gloriously,
Echoes down the years this watchword,
"Lawrence, Lawrence, here's to thee."

We, who now upon thy campus
Work and play -with comrades true
Learning lessons that will fit us
Worthily our work to do,

Join the echo of that chorus,
Raise our voices lustily,
As we pledge in new devotion,
"Lawrence, Lawrence, here's to thee."

From thy portals facing westward
Where the last faint sunbeams glow,
Catch we on the mountains' summits
Visions, dreams that still will go
With us whereso'er life takes us,
And through all the years to be
This shall be our promise loyal,
"Lawrence, Lawrence, here's to thee."
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One thing is certain, I am no longer
on the side lines but in the midst of the
fray. For thirty-four years I sat in a mod-
est sanctum on Beacon St., Boston, and
looked out upon the world from the point
ofviexu of a detached observer...

A man zvho had had a long experience
in a boys' preparatory school told me
when I began my work that I would have
three difficulties: the first with the boys;
the second with the trustees; and the
third with the parents; that the boys
would trouble me a little; the trustees
more and the parents most of all. I can-
not say that the outcome in my case thus
far corroborates this view of the matter.

As to the trustees, I feel greatly indebt-
ed to members of my board, whose unre-
warded industry and great devotion
made possible the reopening and the car-
rying on of this ancient Aca-
demy...Trustees, of course, as a body, are
not likely to move as rapidly as the
ardent head of an institution might
wish...But I have found my trustees
open-minded as I have set before them
needs of various sorts which the man on
the job is constantly discovering...

With all its strain and responsibilities
the schoolmaster's life is a great life.
Something is always happening in a
preparatory school. Nowhere on earth is
the Scripture, "We know not what a day
may bring forth," so constantly fulfilled.
From seven o'clock in the morning until
ten at night we are in the midst of the

derived from molding the lives of boys at Lawrence
Academy. Howard Allen Bridgman died on March 16,
1929.

There are two rumors about Dr. Bridgman that have
survived to this day. The first rumor is that many col-
lege presidents attended his funeral. There certainly
were as many as six or seven college presidents and a
number of academy headmasters also in attendance.
The second rumor is that he was dismissed by the
trustees of Lawrence Academy for financial impropri-
ety. That is false; the minutes of the board on October
31, 1925, state: "a professional accountant was

employed...[and]...all funds of the Academy are full
and unimpaired."

Greek tragedy, Old Testament, New Testament: the
Bridgman years at Lawrence Academy from 1921 to
1925 ended with unhappiness, shame, embarrassment
and estrangement from the town. These prodigious
years and final events shattered the self-esteem, reputa-
tion and spirit of Lawrence Academy. The "calamity
howlers" turned out to be right after all. The school
lost not only a brilliant and dedicated principal — it
also lost its identity again.
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buoyancy and the enthusiasms, the
ambitions and the venturesomeness of
youth. You grow old and you grow
young at the same time...

So I thank the One who led me here
for the chance to help mold this plastic
human material. I see them today with
their faults and their virtues, but in
imagination I see them also as they will
be only a few years hence, making their
own way in the world, making this old
world better and perhaps not entirely for-
getting the instruction, the influence and
the ideals of the ancient Academy on the
Groton hillside.

from "The Schoolmaster's Life"
by Howard A. Bridgman

The Congregationalism
April 19, 1923

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
...we have been charting afresh the

course of this ancient Academy. We had
no immediate precedents by which to steer
our bark. We were new not only to our
surroundings but to one another. We
had to create our standards of scholar-
ship and behavior, to relate the school
anew to the trustees, to the community,
and to the Alumni, and to bring into
being those indefinable but wonderful
products known as morale and school
spirit.

...those who have stood for the

straight, clean life, have helped to form
the moral standards of the Lawrence
Academy not only for today but for the
longfuture.

No careful review of the year can fail
to note mistakes and shortcomings we
have by no means fully attained. But we
are making progress...And perhaps
another year we can be more useful in the
town and the region than we have yet
been.

The Lawrencian, 1923

THE SECOND YEAR
...The second year always tests an

institution. Even so it has been a good
and progressive year, the prophecy we
hope of still better years to come.

... We will make our third year a
"Winner," and then go out together for a
still higher type of school life.

Principal Bridgman
The Lawrencian, 1924

...the Report of the Budget Committee
[was] presented by Judge Loomis, and
after a rather extended discussion,
President Pillsbury suggested that Dr.
Bridgman retire from the room...as the
Trustees were about to discuss matters
personally connected with Dr. Bridgman,
and he retired.

After a discussion of the matters at
issue, Dr. H. N. Spaulding asked for an
informal vote of the Trustees as to
whether Dr. Bridgman's contract should
be continued beyond the current year.

The President said it had been sug-
gested that this vote be taken by ballot,
and asked if there was any objection,
and no objection being heard, the
President suggested that members think-
ing that Dr. Bridgman should be contin-
ued at the head of the Academy beyond
the current year write upon their ballots
Yes, and those who thought it not desir-
able should write upon their ballots No,
and asked the Secretary to collect and
report the ballots; and on such vote, two
voted Yes and six voted No, two not vot-
ing.

On motion of Dr. H. N. Spaulding, it
was

VOTED: That the Chair appoint a
committee of two to notify Dr. Bridgman
of the sense of the meeting as to his retire-
ment at the end of the current school
year.

President Pillsbury appointed Dr. H.
N. Spaulding and Judge Sanderson a
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committee of two to wait upon Dr.
Bridgman forthwith and inform him of
the sense of the meeting, and the
Committee retired for that purpose.

... Upon returning with Dr. Spaulding
and fudge Sanderson, Dr. Bridgman
notified the Trustees that he retired as
principal of the school at the end of the
current school year.

Trustees' minutes
January 5, 1925

A STATEMENT FROM THE
FACULTY OF
LAWRENCE ACADEMY
JANUARY 1925

At a recent meeting of the trustees of
Lawrence Academy it was informally
voted that it was not desirable for Dr.
Bridgman to go on with the school after
this school year. The unfairness of this
action is evident when it is considered
that no mention was made in the motion
of the meeting of the matter to be brought
up and when it is realized that out of a
total of fourteen votes (Dr. Bridgman
being a trustee but not voting in this
matter) only six brought about the result,
leaving a possibility of seven votes in
question. We have ascertained since the
meeting that if the whole board had been
present and prepared to vote on the ques-
tion, that it is entirely possible the vote
would not have gone through as it did.

The injustice of this action is appar-
ent when we consider the fact that the
only explanations given are the vague
statements that Dr. Bridgman is "temper-
amentally unfit" for the position and the
fact that the school under Dr. Bridgman
has gone heavily into debt. They make
two points in regard to the debt, first,
that Dr. Bridgman is solely responsible
for the debt of $60,000 incurred in
remodeling the buildings, and second,
that a deficit of some $8,000 has been
incurred in the running expenses of the
school the first two years.

As to the first of these points, while Dr.
Bridgman urged a thorough recondition-
ing of the buildings which he felt was
necessary in the reestablishment of the
school, this was voted unanimously by
the board of trustees. Moreover, the
remodelling of the dormitory was done
more lavishly than Dr. Bridgman sug-
gested, so that we cannot see that he
should be held solely responsible for this
debt of $60,000.

As to the second point, it appears to us
after careful investigation that a deficit
of $8,000 incurred in the first two years
is explainable by the fact that at the
beginning no appropriation was made
for equipment or working capital and
that during these two years, $15,000
worth of equipment has been purchased
out of the income and should be reckoned
as an asset. In addition to that, accord-
ing to an agreement with the bank,

which loaned $60,000 to the school,
$7500 with interest was paid back the
first year and $10,000 with interest the
second year. This same rate of payment is
being maintained this year so that at the
end of the present school year, the debt of
$60,000 will have been reduced to
$32,500 and at the same rate of progress
the debt will practically be wiped out dur-
ing the next three years. These payments
also have had to come out of the yearly
income.

In Dr. Bridgman's report to the
trustees just before the meeting, he sug-
gested several practical plans for han-
dling the comparatively small deficit of
this year; none of which apparently
received any careful consideration by the
board. Moreover, Dr. Bridgman was for-
bidden last June by the president of the
board to seek any outside gifts for the
school. Dr. Bridgman was willing to
assume full responsibility of taking care
of the deficit of the current year, if he had
been allowed and encouraged to raise
funds as so many other schools do. That
he can succeed in raising money is
shown by the fact that up to this time he
has secured gifts for various projects,
essential in our judgment and his to the
welfare of the school, to the amount of
$5,000.

To complicate further the financial
situation, an unwise system of a dual
budget exists whereby two men are
responsible for the Academy funds, Dr.
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Bridgman controlling the income from
the students, and the treasurer of the
board of trustees, the income from the
Endowment. It can be easily seen that
this system is unbusinesslike and likely to
result in waste. We of the faculty feel that
various expenditures made independent-
ly by the treasurer and without consulta-
tion with Dr. Bridgman have been
unnecessary and unwise in view of the
financial condition.

It appears to us therefore that, broadly
speaking, the financial situation of the
school is far from serious and we are
backed in this opinion by the statements
of several prominent and well-known
headmasters of New England, by the
statements of several of the trustees and
by the admission of the treasurer himself

As to Dr. Bridgman's fitness for his
position, we need but call attention to the
fact that the school has been restored to
good standing in the eyes of the town
and of educational circles. The opinion
in general in the town is that Dr.
Bridgman has "accomplished a miracle"
and has succeeded in giving to Lawrence
Academy a name and reputation it has
not had for many years. Moreover, it is
the opinion of several prominent men in
the vicinity conversant with the situation
that if Dr. Bridgman goes under these
conditions it may mean the end of
Lawrence Academy for at least a genera-
tion. The school during the administra-
tion of Dr. Bridgman has reestablished

its standing with the colleges of the coun-
try (a fact that the trustees apparently
have overlooked). In the two years since
the reopening of the school we have sent
thirteen boys to college, all of whom are
doing creditable work.

Dr. Bridgman has built up a loyal
and competent staff of instructors and
helpers and a body of students, all of
whom are a unit in their loyalty to the
school and to Dr. Bridgman. At present
the enrollment of the school, sixty-four
(64), taxes the capacity of the buildings
and gives promise of growth as fast as we
can provide for expansion.

The only concrete criticism that has
been made by any of the trustees about
the running of the school is that Dr.
Bridgman, in consideration of the salary
paid him, has not engaged in sufficient
active teaching. The trustees knew when
they engaged Dr. Bridgman that he was
not a teacher. We feel, in common with
several of the trustees, that he has more
than earned his salary and has used his
time to much better advantage by putting
the school in touch with his unusually
wide circle of friends and the general
public, and by devoting himself untiring-
ly to the development of the moral and
religious tone of the school and the cre-
ation of an atmosphere where master
and boy work together in splendid com-
radeship. Only those on the ground can
appreciate the endless detail and thought
necessary to bring this about. Dr.

Bridgman, through his friendships with
many prominent men, has given the
school and the town, in the Academy ves-
per services, a privilege accorded to few
schools of this size.

The real trouble, in the opinion of
practically all with whom we have talked
except the six men who voted against Dr.
Bridgman, is that, since shortly after Dr.
Bridgman began his work, the president
of the board of trustees has plainly mani-
fested a strong and increasing dislike for
him, based apparently on the fad that
Dr. Bridgman obtained from the trustees
and assumed the authority for adminis-
tering the internal affairs of the school.
This we feel is the necessary prerogative
of the headmaster of any good school. On
several occasions, notwithstanding, the
president of the board has interfered with
the academic running of the school with
consequent embarrassment to the head-
master. We feel that the attitude of the
other five men, to say. the least, [has
been] colored by the opinions of the presi-
dent of the board and is due to a real
ignorance of the situation.
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January 31, 1925
Mr.]. R. McDonald
34 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass.

Dear Mac:
On leaving you last Monday morn-

ing, I went directly to Groton, where I
put in a very busy afternoon. Since then,
I have given much thought to the inter-
ests ofLatwence Academy, and I feel sure
that you will welcome from me a frank
statement of the situation as I have come
to understand it after considerable inves-
tigation, which I hope has been unbi-
ased, and much serious reflection.

Between the time of the meeting of the
Board of Trustees on the fifth of
January...and my coming to your office
on Monday morning last, I had a brief
note from Dr. Bridgman...and I also
had a rather long conference here in New
Haven with the two senior members of
the Academy faculty, Mr. Clarke and
Mr. Jones, — a conference of their seek-
ing — protesting against the injustice
that had been done...Moreover, on
Sunday, the day before I saw you, I had
a conference with Mr. Wright and spoke
with several members of the Board...over
the telephone... .1 can honestly say that
when I entered your office on Monday
morning my judgment was wholly
unformed and my mind was entirely
open concerning the desirability of a
change in the principalship.

The one thing concerning the
Trustees' action with which I was
emphatically not in sympathy was the
fact that it was not preceded by any hint
to members of the Board — at least no
such hint ever reached me — that the
subject of principalship of the school was
even to be discussed...this action did not
seem to me consistent with sound admin-
istrative policy...Such a vitally important
matter should be acted upon only after
every member of the Board...has had due
notice...and has had ample opportunity,
at least, to express his own view of the
subject and to be informed by the views of
his colleagues...

And I may add here, after all my
investigations, I cannot yet see any rea-
sons for taking such sudden action.. .1 am
quite unable to see how the interests of the
Academy could be supposed to suffer by a
delay of a few days, or a few weeks even,
before final action were taken.

...I asked you to give me the facts that
seemed to you to call for a change in the
principalship of the Academy, saying
unhesitatingly that I would accept as
fact anything that you would tell me as
such. Very patiently for nearly two hours
you gave me the facts as you understood
them. I accepted them every one without
question.

All the fads that you gave me...you
interpreted as evidence of bad financial
management on Dr. Bridgman's part,
and of his habitual tendency to exceed

authority in expenditures. I interpreted
these facts differently, especially in so far
as they seemed to have any bearing on a
tendency to exceed authority. From your
own statement of the facts, I was con-
vinced, as I frankly told you, that the
Board of Trustees and the Board alone,
either directly or indirectly through those
whom the Board authorized or permitted
to make expenditures, was entirely
responsible for all the expenditures that
had been made since Dr. Bridgman's
appointment. The most that one could
justifiably maintain regarding Dr.
Bridgman's financial transactions, as it
seemed to me, was that he did not always
use the best judgment, but that he had
exceeded authority, I could find no evi-
dence in the facts that you gave me.

...the immediate issue was the operat-
ing deficit occurring at the end of each
year, which has resulted in a total deficit
at present amounting to something like
$8,000. For this deficit you seem to hold
Dr. Bridgman xvholly responsible,
although...considerable expenditures had
been made from year to year by Mr.
Sheedy, expenditures over which Dr.
Bridgman exercised no control, or possi-
bly to be more exact, no direct con-
trol. ..expenditures were continuously
made by Mr. Sheedy without any consul-
tation with Dr. Bridgman... Let me say
right her that neither Dr. Bridgman nor
Mr. Clarke was the source of my infor-
mation on this subject.
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Now, the point that I wish to make in
bringing up this matter, is that if
these...expenditures...were actually made,
— as I now believe they were — then
somebody other than Dr. Bridgman is
partially if not wholly responsible for the
current deficit... 1 am convinced that Mr.
Sheedy should bear the immediate respon-
sibility —of course the ultimate responsi-
bility must rest with the Board that
delegates authority to make expenditures...

...to a large extent at least you fully
admitted to me on Monday, that Dr.
Bridgman must be credited with having
built up a good school in a very brief
time...it is no small task to establish a
private school... and fill it approximately
to capacity the third year... with a whole-
some lot of boys.

...I have heard no one question that
Dr. Bridgman deserves all the credit for
bringing together both the student body
and the faculty as we find them at
Lawrence Academy today.

Securing the right attitude and spirit
in faculty and student body is far more
difficult than is their assemblage...They
are all genuinely alarmed...concerning
the future of the school. They all sincerely
believe...that the removal of Dr.
Bridgman at this time will prove disas-
trous for the school...

Everyone of experience knows how easy
it is to overestimate the importance of
any individual. To counteract that very
common tendency, we often say that any-

body's position can be filled...In the case
of a public school, sure of its student
body, or in the case of a private school so
well established that the institution itself
is a sufficient guarantee of full enroll-
ment, it is undoubtedly true that a
change in the principalship can be made
without serious detriment to the school.
But Lawrence Academy is not yet a
school of either type just indicated. It has
little or no reputation that will draw
pupils to it. Dr. Bridgman...brought
together through his own wide acquain-
tance and through his own efforts the
pupils that are there today. There is prob-
ably no school in the country in which
the presence of the student body is more
directly a result of the principal...

...unless the school is closed altogether,
it seems much more likely that the deficit
will increase than that it will be wiped
out as a result of the Trustees' action.

But the practical loss or the actual
closing of the school means beginning all
over again. And to what purpose1? To try
to build up eventually a good school,
something which is a very substantial
fact at Lawrence Academy today f .. .Dr.
Bridgman's successor will have to face
far greater difficulties than Dr.
Bridgman faced...

Well Mac, I've unburdened myself on
this subject for the present...While I have
tried and I trust succeeded, in making it
perfectly clear that I am not in accord
with the action so far taken in this mat-

ter, action in which you have had a
responsible part, I want you to believe
that I have absolute confidence in your
sincerity of purpose. I know that you are
just as much concerned for the welfare of
the Academy as I am. I cannot help hop-
ing and believing that the further
thought which I am sure that you as well
as 1 are going to give to this matter, will
result in bringing us closer together in
our ideas concerning measures best cal-
culated to serve the Academy's interests.

Most sincerely yours,
Frank Ellsworth Spaulding

A WORD OF
A CKNOWLEDGEMENT
To the Editor of The Sentinel:

Having just severed my relation as
principal to Lawrence Academy, Groton,
may I avail myself of the hospitality of
your columns to express for myself, my
family and the members of our faculty
and staff, the gratitude which we all feel
for many kindnesses received during
these three years from many sources...

I would not fail to mention also the
encouragement and assistance constantly
received from certain members of the
board of trustees.

My three years have been the happiest
and busiest of my life. New and rich
friendships have been formed.
Association with my boys has been a con-
stant inspiration. Upon my heart their
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names and faces are graven. Others
might have served them better; no one
could have loved them more.

Dr. Howard A. Bridgman.
Groton, Mass., June 30, 1925.

from "OUR LETTER BOX" column in
The Fitchburg Sentinel

DEDICATION
It is with our most heart-felt apprecia-

tion that we dedicate this 1925 issue of
the Lawrencian, the year book of
Lawrence Academy, to Dr. Howard
Allen Bridgman, our leader and helper
at all times, a man whom we will always
remember, and hold up to others as an
example of a boy's true friend and a
leader of the highest stamp.

It is our opinion as well as that of the
townspeople and parents that Dr.
Bridgman has accomplished what seemed
to many an almost impossible feat in rais-
ing the scholastic and moral standard of
Lawrence Academy up to the high plane
which it now occupies. In three years Dr.
Bridgman has put the school on a level
equal to that of the leading preparatory
schools of Massachusetts. It is not only Dr.
Bridgman's ability to organize a school in
this short time, but also his high ideals,
spotless character, and lovable personality
which have played an important part in
the making of the new Lawrence
Academy.

Feb. 1, 1925
Dear Miss Thompson,

The enclosed statement from the
Faculty of Lawrence Academy will tell you
what has happened. If Dr. Bridgman is
forced to retire, it means the ruin of the
school for a generation. The whole faculty
and staff have resolved to leave with Dr.
Bridgman as we can not stand for this
crime committed against the old Academy,
its alumni, the town and Dr. Bridgman.

Will you help us? Miss Boutwell has
written to Mr. Pillsbury. The six trustees
are Messrs. Pillsbury, MacDonald,
Manning, H. Spaulding, Loomis,
Sheedy. Would you have any influence
with Mr. MacDonald? Would you write
him and any others of the six? You may
use my name if you wish but to avoid any
appearance of propaganda it might be
advisable not to refer to me or the faculty.

Sincerely yours,
Carl A. P. Lawrence

TRUSTEES SPLIT ON SCHOOL ROW
Groton Folk Fight Move to Drop Dr.
Bridgman at Lawrence Academy
Staff Will Resign If He Is Ousted

Staff Stands By Him
...Neither Dr. Bridgman nor his fami-

ly, on the one hand, nor the trustees of the
academy, whichever way their sympathies
lie, are willing to participate in any public
altercation. Most of his friends say that

they feel that public discussion would hurt
the chances of an amicable clearing of the
situation.

Boston Herald
April 11, 1925

DR. BRIDGMAN'S WORK
AT GROTON
To the Editor o/The Herald:

To the statements which appeared in
Saturday's Herald concerning Dr.
Howard A. Bridgman's administrative
disagreements with some of the trustees of
Lawrence Academy, Groton, I feel that a
few facts should be added. Lawrence
Academy had been closed for four years
when Dr. Bridgman was called to the
principalship. He had a difficult task,
with not a teacher, not a pupil, and
buildings which had been changed little
for many years. He saw at once that the
plant must be modernized if students were
to be attracted. The $60,000 indebtedness
mentioned in your columns was incurred
in putting the sanitary features in good
condition, supplying gymnastic opportu-
nities, adding fire escapes, equipping class
rooms for modern methods, furnishing a
new dining room and bed rooms, and
adding other physical improvements. It
was made a place where careful parents
would be willing to send their sons. A fine
faculty had been gathered. I have visited
the academy several times and can testify
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to the personnel of the teaching force,
which is of high quality in ability, charac-
ter and readiness for team work; and these
were secured because of Dr. Bridgman's
discriminating judgment in selecting them
to cast in their lot with him in building
up an institution whose future was not
yet assured.

He also secured a choice company of
pupils, all the boys the academy can
accommodate. From empty rooms to a
school crowded to capacity in three years
constitutes a notable achievement. Most
marked of all is the spirit created by Dr.
Bridgman and his associates. I have spo-
ken to the boys there on Sundays, have sat
at the table with them, chatted xvith them,
and I can say that I never have been in a
boys' school where I was so impressed with
the home atmosphere. They seemed like one
bigfamily.

Whatever the differences in judgment
in matters of administration, it should be
recognized that Dr. Bridgman has had
remarkable success in putting this historic
school on its feet again and that with the
co-operation of his co-workers and the
financial resources available including
the Dr. Samuel A. Green legacy, he has
succeeded in making it once more one of
New England's high quality educational
institutions.

EDWIN H. BYINGTON.
West Roxbury, April 13, 1925.

LAWRENCE ACADEMY
STORM CENTER
Groton People Fight Movement to Drop
Dr. Bridgman, as Principal

Historic Lawrence Academy at Groton
is the storm centre [sic] of a controversy
over whether the present prin-
cipal...should be retained. Six of the board
of trustees have twice voted against con-
tinuinghim as the permanent head...

A petition, signed by more than 150
residents of Groton, has been presented to
the trustees...and the teaching staff has
resigned in a body, to take effect when his
service ends. The headmaster, Harold S.
Clark, has declined to succeed Dr.
Bridgman...

The board... offered to extend Dr.
Bridgman's employment as principal
until the end of the next academic year,
subject to a reduction of his $6000 salary
and the relieving him of the charge of
money matters. This offer, on the same
authority, he has not accepted.

Citizens of Groton of all walks of life
are enthusiastic about the conduct of the
school since it was reopened under Dr.
Bridgman. They point out instead of the
open feud that once existed between the
academy boys and the town high school
boys, the latter are now invited to take
part in sports in the academy gymnasium.

Fred H. Burdett of Boston, who has a
son at the academy, said: "I never saw a
man who had such a strong moral influ-
ence over boys, particularly lads of the age

of those at Lawrence Academy, and had
such a gift for making them love him and
do as he wished them to do. I do not think
that, outside of the six trustees who voted
against Dr. Bridgman, there is a person
in the town of Groton who does not believe
in him and is sorry to have him go. With
the same exceptions, the same I think is
true of the alumni of the school."

Evening News and Times
Ayer, April 14, 1925

LAWRENCE ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL OUSTED
Dr. H. A..Bridgman Had Held Position
for Four Years
Groton Citizens, Faculty, Students
Protest Trustees'Action
Groton, Mass, June 6 — ... When the
action of the official board became
known it furnished a more fruitful topic
for discussion than any other issues
which this staid old town has known for
many years, for there had been no outside
inkling that there was any question in
regard to the success of the policy and
labors of the Academy principal.

The Boston Globe
June 7, 1925
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DR. BRIDGEMAN [sic] QUITS
LA WRENCE A CADEMY

Entire Faculty Resigns Afterward in
Protest Against Trustee Minority

Worcester, Mass., June 11. — In a
protest against the action of a majority of
the Board of Trustees in causing the res-
ignation of the Rev. Dr. Howard A.
Bridgeman [sic], for thirty years head-
master, the entire faculty of Lawrence
Academy for Boys, at Groton, has
resigned....

It was learned today that Dr.
Bridgeman [sic] was charged with not
handling the school funds satisfactorily
and with being "tempermentally unfit for
the position.,."

Alumni have notified the trustees that
unless they are advised of concrete rea-
sons for their [the board] action before
July 15 they will act. The Rev. E. C.
Michel, pastor of St. Mary's Catholic
Church in Groton, has circulated a peti-
tion that has been signed by 1,000 per-
sons, asking the trustees to reconsider.

Dr. Bridgeman [sic], who is luidely
known as the editor of The Congrega-
tionalist, says "it will come out all
right."

The New York Times
June 12, 1925

October 31, 1979
...The poison in the situation could

be spelled in the name Pillsbury. As he
dominated the trustees and as nothing
could be done to change his mind, all of
the faculty felt that the only dignified
thing we could do was to resign in
protest. That we did, and all boarding
parents withdrew their sons. Thus
Lawrence was forced to begin again. It
had invited its own disaster and it paid
for it.

...I can picture you in the shadow of
Mt. Wachusett and living in a very
attractive village...

May 22, 1980
...Bridgman had strong supporters in

Frank Boyden of Deerfield and Al
Stearns of Andover. They aided in send-
ing boys our way. All this made it a
shock when vnth no notice or warning to
him or the faculty, the trustees dropped
him... We were never given a reason for
their action, nor was it ever open to dis-
cussion. It may have been financial. It
may, also, have been disapproval of
Mrs. Bridgman, who, at the best, was
an "odd"personality...

We were very proud of what we had
accomplished in three years....Sunday
evening suppers were served at the
Headmaster's....The school was small
enough to take along when we went to
play games at other schools. Groton

School was very friendly...I remember Dr.
Peabody very well...

I have left the last to give an estimate
of Dr. "B" as he was affectionately
called. He was of the old school, scholar-
ly, high-minded, but, with all, warm in
personality, with a fine sense of humor,
and an ability to adapt himself to a fac-
ulty and student body much younger.
Everybody respected him, even loved him.
He could give and take with any of
us...But all was spoiled by the small
group of "loillful Men" and LA took a
long time to recover. I am glad to know
that is is now prospering and am glad
that I was therefor a short time.

excerpts from letters to
the Academy from
Chandler T. Jones
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T he search by the trustees for a new principal of
the Academy began after their meeting on

January 5, ] 925, and it is clear from their actions that
there was no possibility that Dr. Bridgman would be
retained.

Huntley Nowell Spaulding, trustee of the Academy
since 1907, wielded considerable influence and power
on die board at this time. He had been a student at
Lawrence Academy from 1883 to 1885; from Lawrence
he transferred to Phillips Academy Andover, where he
graduated in 1889. Spaulding decided not to attend
college but rather to enter the family business in
Townsend where he was born and raised. With two
years at Lawrence and four years at Andover,
Spaulding was confident and well prepared to become
a captain of industry.

From mill superintendent to manager to chairman
of the board, Huntley expanded die Spaulding Fibre
Company in its manufacture of electrical insulating
material. He moved to Rochester, New Hampshire,
became a staunch Republican and lost the primary
election for the United States Senate in 1920. He
became chairman of the New Hampshire State Board
of Education in 1921, and was eminently qualified to
lead the search for a new principal of Lawrence
Academy.
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An unusual thing happened and it
colored our lives for quite a while. We
saw an article in the Boston Globe
which stated that the Lawrence Academy
principal had been ousted. That was the
first time we saw anything about it.
Then we began to get anonymous letters,
printed in capitals the way a second or
third grader would xvrite. One of them
said, "The school is ruined for at least a
generation. " They were disturbing and
Fred contacted the board of trustees; they
had no idea this was going on. Albert
Pillsbury was quite upset about these let-
ters and wanted to do something. Fred
was not a fighter and decided to let it go.
He told Mr. Pillsbury that if it is coming
out as a stink in the papers, the best
thing to do was to not feed it.

...Fred went down to Groton on May
27th and was received very coolly at the
school. No one knew him, of course. It
became more and more disturbing when
we thought of moving into a place like
this.

...We drove our old Buick touring car
into the schoolyard on July 1, 1925; it
was empty except for one person leaning
against a maple tree next to Brazer
House. He was a cleanly dressed work-
man who strolled over, looking at Fred
quite intently. Fred got out of the car and
they walked up to each other. The fellow
put his hands in his pocket and said,
"Here is the keys, mister." To Fred's cred-
it, he didn't reach out to take the keys.

Fred Clifton Gray

In February, 1925, Spaulding contacted Fred Clifton
Gray, principal of the public high school in Whitefield,
New Hampshire. Spaulding had heard that Gray, who
was highly recommended to him, was not renewing his
contract with the high school where he had been for
five years. "I have a school in mind for you," Spaulding
said to Gray on the telephone; "It's in Massachusetts
and a private academy." Fred was surprised to hear
from the chairman of the state board of education and
curious about the opportunity. Years later, Fred Gray
would say, "I was thirty years old, stars in my eyes, not
scared of anything, flattered somewhat that anyone
like Huntley Spaulding would ask me to take a job."

Fred Clifton Gray was born in 1894 in Farmington,
New Hampshire, attended the public school in
Merrill's Corner and then Austin-Cate Academy in
Center Stratford, New Hampshire. Fred worked for a
year in Rochester at Champlin's mill, a box factory,
which may have fostered his lifelong love for wood-
working. With the encouragement of Professor
Thomas, as he called his headmaster from Austin-Cate,
and with some scholarship help from the Farmington
Grange, Fred entered Bates College. He received an
A.B. degree from Bates College in 1916, followed by an
A.M. in education from Columbia University where he
also earned a professional diploma as a secondary
school administrator. Prior to his position in
Whitefield, Gray had been the principal of his alma
mater, Austin-Cate Academy, an experience that gave
him an introduction to and understanding of private
schools.

Fred Gray listened to Spaulding, met with the

Academy board in March, and conferred with his
bride, Elizabeth, whom he had married in December,
1924. Groton was certainly closer to their farm in
Rochester than Whitefield (although never a factor in
the decision to accept the position); and Lawrence
Academy was a prestigious prep school. After all, the
board was pursuing him; he had not gone after the
job-

Elizabeth Gray recalls the following story that Fred
told her when he returned from his final interview
with the Academy board. "He was asked to leave the
room while the trustees discussed a few confidential
matters. One of the trustees came out of the meeting
and said to Fred, 'We are not really interested in this
question, Mr. Gray — but we are curious. What is your
religious preference?' 'I am a Quaker, Sir,' he replied.
The trustee returned to the meeting and stated to the
board: 'Gentlemen, you will never guess Mr. Gray's
religion.'"

Fred Gray accepted the principalship in April and
signed a contract to become the principal of Lawrence
Academy for $4000 a year. Up to this point, Fred and
Elizabeth were entirely unaware of any controversy at
the school. They were about to find out from news arti-
cles in the Boston Globe and anonymous letters that
began to arrive in the mail.

Evidently, the board made no mention to Fred Gray
of the problems at the Academy. Perhaps Huntley
Spaulding had gone all the way to northern New
Hampshire in order to recruit a new principal who was
unaware of the rhubarb in Groton? Fred would recall
years later, "Here I am a young man from the grey
birches of New Hampshire...Nobody knows me in the
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private schools or the colleges...I'm lost before I
start...I can't do it."

The principal-elect met with the board in June. He
questioned them about the controversy and prospects
for the Academy; he was particularly concerned that
he was not well known in the area. Then he asked to
be released from his contract. The board's response
was succinct and short: absolutely not.

Elizabeth Gray remembers that moment in their
lives; "Fred had signed a contract and now he was the
principal of nothing."

"Help the Old Man Out"

Fred Clifton Gray and his pregnant twenty-one year
old wife, Elizabeth, pulled up to Brazer House on July
1, 1925, in an old Buick touring car. They were greeted
by Michael Majuski, the Academy caretaker, who
offered Fred Gray a fistful of keys to the Academy
buildings. Fred responded to the offering with a warm
greeting and cunning suggestion: Would Majuski
return the next day to show him what the keys unlock?
Rather than quit as he had planned, Mike Majuski
became the first employee of Lawrence Academy
under the principalship of Fred Clifton Gray. "Mike
was with me until he died and he was the most honest
guy you can imagine," said Fred.

The new principal and his wife were unable to move
into Brazer House because the Bridgmans' furnishings
had not been removed. The Grays spent their first few
nights in Bigelow Hall where, for entertainment, they
sat out on the fire escape and watched the summer

sunsets. Elizabeth Gray remembers; "Having gotten
various anonymous letters, you don't expect to go out
and meet the public right away. It was a strange feel-
ing."

"We Walked Into a Strike"

The new principal visited the main building and
looked over his office. There were no student lists, no
faculty lists, no athletic schedules, nothing. He toured
the other buildings with Mike Majuski, labeling keys as
they went along. When he returned to Elizabeth at the
end of the day, she could tell something was wrong;
"He looked so sad. He had spoken with the trustees
and found out that the Academy had lost its accredita-
tion for college entrance. That's a bad blow for a
school. We walked into a strike. Fred had to start the
school all over again."

Among the first people who came to call on
Elizabeth and Fred Gray were the Reverend Mr. and
Mrs. Peabody from Groton School. "Once a year we
exchanged meals with them," recalls Mrs. Gray. "At
Groton School, I would sit at one end of a long table
with Reverend Endicott Peabody and Fred would sit at
the other end with Mrs. Peabody."

It was a long summer for the Grays. The warm days
of July and August in Groton were unaffected by the
social chill that lingered from the dismissal of Dr.
Bridgman. The Grays were ostracized by the town; the
stigma of having replaced the Bridgmans persisted for
many years.

Fred Gray assembled the faculty for the Academy in

He was polite and said, "My goodness, I
don't know what any of them unlock. If
you're not busy and can come around
tomorrow and show me where they go, I
would be very grateful. "

That man was Michael Majuski and
he stayed with us until he died
[September, 1928]. He was ready to quit
that day but someone had said to him,
"Help the old man out, Mike."

...Brazer House had an old fashioned,
shallow iron sink. I was up to my elbows
in soap suds one day and the kitchen
door was open. I heard steps coming
along the walkway and I tried to wipe off
the suds. I turned around and it was
Albert E. Pillsbury. It was the first time I
met him. He had piercing, dark eyes
which glared at me from under bushy eye-
brows. He said, "I am so glad to meet
you in a place where one seldom finds the
modern woman:" Later that summer,
Mrs. [fames R.] McDonald said to me,
"Whatever he's like, don't let him scare
you. He doesn't like women who don't
work and he doesn't like women who do
work."

from an interview with
Mrs. Fred C. (Elizabeth) Gray,

April, 1991

I hadn't been in the [principal's]
office more than fifteen minutes when a
man came in. He was very excited.
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Harry White stood in front of my desk
and he got so exercised to think that a
young whippersnapper like me could pre-
sume that I could take the place of
Howard A. Bridgman. Something began
to happen to his teeth. They fell out and
he retrieved them halfway to the floor.

Bridgman tried to stay on as long as
he could, thinking they could scare away
the new headmaster. The townspeople
had postponed the goodbye reception for
him until that night. We sat out on the
fire escape and watched the townspeople
go down to the goodbye party. We heard
the music. That was the low point.

I got mad. It seemed to me that I
wasn 't getting a fair shake. It seemed
that everything was stacked against me.
I didn't think I could do it but I went
out like a fuller brush man. We luent to
an agency and got the lists of parents
who had children between thirteen and
sixteen years old and we wrote a form let-
ter. In the meantime I was faced with get-
ting a faculty. They would ask me how
big is the school ? I would answer I didn 't
know. The whole thing was a mess but I
travelled and I travelled. But before the
summer was over I had given up the idea
of Europe. I wasn't going to let them beat
me. When school started we had twenty-
seven boys. I had to dismiss eight of them
the first six months...

Pillsbury came up the first week of
school. He was a pompous old cuss...he
came into my office and said, "Mr. Gray,

1925 through an agency in Boston, by word-of-mouth
and by serendipity. One member of the Bridgman fac-
ulty contacted Fred Gray and volunteered to come
back to work. He was politely rejected by the new prin-
cipal who responded, "I have my own faculty." Mrs.
Gray observed; "It was the only hole that opened up in
the web."

When the Academy bell rang on the morning of
September 15th, twenty-seven new pupils, three faculty
and a school secretary joined Principal Gray in the
Academy Building. Fred Clifton Gray and his wife,
Elizabeth, had rebuilt Lawrence Academy in less than
three months; their Herculean task was recognized by
a vote of the Board: "the trustees express to Mr. Gray
their gratification that he was able to open the
school...under the most difficult conditions."

Financial Epilogue of the Bridgman
Management

The entire board of trustees did not meet from
March 28th until October 31, 1925, when the annual
meeting was held in Boston. This is a peculiar fact in
light of the controversy at the Academy and the pres-
sure that was being exerted on the board.

The meeting in October reviewed the financial lega-
cy of the Bridgman years. An accountant was hired to
audit the financial statements of the Academy for the
past three years. The results were as follows:

For the year endingjune 30, 1923
For the year endingjune 30, 1924
For the year endingjune 30, 1925
Total

($2,505.09)
($5,672.78)

($10,077.30)
3,255.17)

In the words of the trustees, "this last figure repre-
sents all the current school indebtedness of the
Bridgman management, as the outstanding bills...were
paid...so as to clear the decks for the new regime."

The "old indebtedness" of the Academy was $60,000
but had been reduced to a present balance of $30,000.
The opening of the school in the fall required an addi-
tional borrowing of $3000 which was added to the
$18,255.17, "bringing the present floating indebted-
ness of the Academy up to about $21,000...making the
total indebtedness of the Academy today $51,000.
plus."

The board voted to authorize the treasurer to bor-
row up to fifty thousand dollars to consolidate the
debt, ten thousand dollars of which was to be retired
each year using income from the endowment funds.
An additional five thousand dollars was also borrowed
"to finance the school as a working cash balance."

Less than two years later, the board authorized the
treasurer to borrow up to $67,000, an amount which
included the balance of $50,000 remaining due.
Evidently, not only had the board been unable to
retire the first annual installment of $10,000 but,
worse, they had created a deficit in two years equal to
almost the entire deficit from the preceding three
years for which they had blamed Howard Bridgman.

Muscles and Morals

Fred Gray was, himself, a student of Lawrence
Academy; he studied the school and continued the
best traditions and activities of Bridgman and his pre-
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decessors while adding his own individuality to the
institution. He increased the faculty from three in
1925 to five the following year to accommodate an
enrollment of fifty students. More importantly, Fred
Gray recognized that the Academy needed a dedicated
and more permanent faculty, a group that would com-
plement his strengths with their own. Two of them
arrived in 1927.

Noah Vernon Barker was a'seasoned Latin teacher
when he arrived at Lawrence Academy in the fall of
1927. He was born in Corinth, Maine, in 1875, and
earned his bachelor's degree at Colby College in 1902.
Barker taught at the Ricker Institute, Houlton, Maine,
at Westbrook Seminary, Westbrook, Maine, and at
Goddard Seminary, Barre, Vermont, before coming to
the warmer clime of Groton. Barker was an immediate
success not only in the classroom but also as a dormito-
ry master and faculty advisor. He took a keen interest
in music, drama and public speaking, and ably assisted
in the production of the annual "Autumn Frolics,"
introduced to the Academy and directed by his faculty
colleague, Arthur W. Ferguson.

Arthur William Ferguson was born in Norwich,
Connecticut, in 1900. He graduated from Clark
University in 1923 and became an English instructor at
Dean Academy (now Dean Junior College) in
Franklin, Massachusetts. He married Janette G. Beckett
on June 30, 1925, and continued at Dean Academy
until he was hired by Fred Gray in 1927. Ferguson
brought an unbridled enthusiasm to Lawrence
Academy. In addition to teaching English, he was die
faculty advisor to The Lawrencian, he established and
advised The Lawrence Elms (student newspaper) and he
coached the tennis team.

Marcellus N. Brown, who joined die faculty in 1926,
taught science, history and Bible. He established the
first glee club and the first orchestra at the Academy
which was inspired, no doubt, by his violin playing in
the Harvard College orchestra.

Clarence Scott Taylor, a graduate of Hyde Park
High School in Boston and fresh out of Dartmouth
where he played football, joined die faculty in 1927. As
the athletic director of die Academy, Taylor coached
all three major sports: football, basketball and baseball.
The team records during his years at the Academy
were remarkable. The football team of 1927 lost only
one game to Dummer Academy, 13 to 7; Lawrence
scored 213 points against 19 for its opponents during
the eight game season. The captain of the team was
Donald Alton Martin and die backfield star was Phillip
Hootstein, recruited from Boston English High School
and one of the first outstanding public school adiletes
to enroll at the Academy.

Leigh ton S. Tower joined the faculty as a teacher of
history and English in the fall of 1928, the first year
that Arthur Ferguson enjoyed the formal title of
"Senior Master" and received the dedication of the
yearbook. Ferguson's loyalty and leadership comple-
mented the efforts of Principal Gray who could more
confidently leave the school to travel for recruiting and
promotional purposes.

"We're Going to Build a Prep School That
the Football Team Can be Proud O f

Those were die words of neither Principal Fred Gray
nor adiletic director and football coach Taylor — but

I've made several observations that I'd
like to discuss with you." I said go ahead
but, by God, for fifty cents I'd have
jumped out the window, left him right
there. He said, "The first thing I don't
like is the mistering of the boys." I didn't
understand what he meant and I told
him so. He said, "The teachers are call-
ing the boys, Mister. " I said they proba-
bly meant, Master. I don't know.
Anyhow, I'll see what I can do about it.
The next thing he said was, "I didn 't like
the grace you said in the dining room
today." Well, then I got mad. I can get
mad on occasions. I said, "Mr. Pillsbury,
I offered that prayer to God almighty and
I didn't have you in mind." That made
him awful mad. He had a large nose
and just then a fly landed on his great
big nose. "Goddamn it," he said; "Why
don't you keep the flies out of here." He
started to go and I got up from my desk
and said, "Mr. Pillsbury, if you go out
of here now under these conditions, you
won't find me here when you come back."
I guess my tone of voice convinced him
that I meant it. I went over to Brazer
House and said, "Elizabeth, we're on the
way out; there's no question about it."
Pillsbury did come back and tried to
patch it up. We never got along too well.

Three months later he said, "I think
you've done about as well as can be
expected." I said we won't go into that
but I've done my best. He asked what I
was thinking about next year and I said



260 1925 -1930

I wouldn 't come back for anything. "Ah,
ha," he says; "Do you remember when we
met in my office and [the trustees] agreed
to send you to Europe if you couldn't
start the school in one year? And we gave
you a three year contract?" I said you
didn 't give me a three year contract; you
offered me a three year contract and I
didn't accept it. "You certainly did," he
said; "You came after that. " I asked him
what pay was I to get for the second and
third year? And there I had him; there
had to be remuneration. Well, I never
saw a man so mad in the world. He
actually danced up and down. He
didn't say a word. He went down the
front steps and down the driveway:..He
wrote me some letters...and over time he
tried to soften up...He was an impossible
man.

from a tape recording of
Fred C. Gray, ca. 1970

...This special attention to each pupil
is of special value to those who are able to
take only one year at the Academy, and
that their final year before entering col-
lege...

In matters of religion the Academy is
unsectarian and undenominational.
The school day is opened with-a short
devotional service. On Sunday morning
the boys attend such local churches as
their parents or guardians may select.

Starting for an out-of-town football game from behind the Main Building, ca. 1927. Note the Lawrence
banners on the sides of the buses.
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they could have been. The saying dates back to the era
of the 1920s and refers to the rise to power of the col-
lege coach and of football as a big money sport.
Colleges were seeking great athletes who, in many
instances, were not academically prepared or not phys-
ically developed at the time of their graduation from
high school. Lawrence Academy was looking for addi-
tional students and specializing in college preparation
and placement. Either college admission's offices or
high school coaches would recommend specific prep
schools for a year or two. One of the most prominent
relationships began at this time between Lawrence
Academy and Boston English High School. PGs (post-
graduates) , repeats, jocks: the name changed over die
years but the phenomenon continued for decades.
Principal Gray presided over a larger and larger stu-
dent body which fielded teams that, through athletic
victories, brought popularity and fanfare to die school.

The Lowthorpe School

The increase in enrollment prompted die board in
May, 1928, to purchase Robbins House on Powder
House Road for $15,000 from trustee Michael Sheedy.
The building had been used for many years as a dormi-
tory for the Lowthorpe School of Landscape
Architecture and Horticulture for Women.

Founded by Mrs. Edward Gilchrist Low in 1901, die
school was located on seventeen acres of land south of
die Academy which included the site of die home of
founding fadier, Dr. Oliver Prescott, and die house in
which Miss Susan Prescott started her school. The
Lowdiorpe School closed its doors in 1945 when it was
incorporated into die Rhode Island School of Design

in Providence, Rhode Island. The property was pur-
chased in 1947 by die Convent of die Holy Union of
the Sacred Heart.

For many years, the college-age Lowthorpe females
were a romantic distraction to Academy boys. Right
next door to Robbins House was Sheedy House which
had been rented as an Academy dormitory since 1923.
The trustees declined to purchase Sheedy House at
this time from Winthrop L. Sheedy for $18,000 but
continued to hold an $8000 mortgage on die property.
Elizabeth Gray recalls, "Fred was concerned that diere
was a girls dormitory so close to a boy's dormitory."
The problem was solved when Robbins House became
the newest dormitory for the Academy; it furnished
accommodations for twenty pupils and two teachers.
The campus of Lawrence Academy was expanding to
accommodate a burgeoning enrollment: seventy-six
students arrived in the fall of 1928, seventeen more
than the previous year.

Norman Grant

On Saturday, November 5, 1927, die Academy foot-
ball team and a large entourage of fans traveled to
Sanborn Seminary in Kingston, New Hampshire. The
team recovered from their loss the previous week to
Dummer widi a victory, 28-6. But it was more than a
football game — it was a providential event in die his-
tory of die Academy.

Elizabeth Gray recalls: "Fred came back from die
Sanborn football game and said to me, as he took off
his overcoat, 'Elizabeth, I have met a young man today
diat I hope to get here someday. I like die way he han-

Reliance for moral and spiritual
development is not put so much on for-
mal religious services as on application
of the precepts of the New Testament in
the building of character. To train the
boys so that they will reflect credit on
themselves, their parents, and the
Academy, and become of real value to the
world, is the end in view.

1925-1926 Catalogue

LAWRENCEACAD. GOES 40
MILES TO WIN HARD

GAME ON HOME GROUNDS
Groton Team Passes DeWitt Clinton on
Road Near Newton — Turns Around to

Win, 7-0
VICTORS HAVE GREAT RECORD
TedFeUowes'Eleven Is Undefeated

and Unscored Upon, with 107 Points to
Credit

Ted Fellowes, former Exeter and
Dartmouth luminary, and his squad of
football players at Lawrence Academy
roll merrily on, their victory yesterday, 7-
0, over DeWitt Clinton School giving
them the distinction of being undefeated
and unscored upon at mid-season...The
story of Lawrence Academy's triumph
over DeWitt Clinton is an amusing one.
It seems the victors were forced to chase
the vanquished eleven about forty miles
before rounding up the opposition and
inflicting thereon a stinging defeat...
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In the first place DeWitt Clinton lost
the contract of the Lawrence Academy
game, and not remembering where the
papers placed the game, decided that
Lawrence Academy's gridiron in Groton
was the scene stipulated in the contract.
So into busses piled the DeWitt Clinton
outfit and up to Groton all hands went.
Meantime, Lawrence Academy...climbed
aboard busses in Groton and started for
Newton. The rivals crossed en route like
"ships that pass in the night. "

When Coach Fellowes and his team
arrived in Newton they learned that their
rivals were in Groton. Telephone conver-
sation disclosed that DeWitt Clinton
would much rather play in Groton.
Undaunted in the face of another twenty-
mile jaunt and the fact that their oppo-
nents were favorites to win, Lawrence
Academy's standard bearers "rolled mer-
rily " back to Groton and the game start-
ed at 3:45 o'clock in Groton after the
home team had chased forty miles to
play... the final play of the game was
staged in practical darkness.

The Boston Evening Globe
October 16, 1926

Study hall was conducted each night
except Saturday and Sunday for those
who did not make Honor Roll. Those
who did make said roll were excused
Friday nights and could have that time

dies his boys and the way he treats his team.' As the
Academy bell tolled across the campus for the football
victory, it was also ringing for Fred Gray's idea to hire
Norman Grant.

Norman Belcher Grant was born in Boston on
March 19, 1904. He played football at Dedham High
School and Rhode Island State College (now the
University of Rhode Island). He also participated in
the Reserve Officers Training Corps program, worked
his way through college and dated a woman who was
the secretary of the president of the college. As a
young man and college graduate (B.S., Class of 1925),
Norman Grant was sure about Catherine Mclntosh —
but not about his life's work. He was torn between a
career in either the military or education. As a strong
Episcopalian, Grant sought the advice of his rector
who persuaded him to pursue a teaching career. After
their wedding on June 24, 1926, Catherine and
Norman Grant moved to Sanborn Seminary in New
Hampshire.

In the fall of 1928, the Sanborn Seminary football
team visited Shumway Field. A large crowd watched the
red and blue charges of Coach Taylor complete a 46 to
0 victory. As the LA boys romped up and down the
gridiron at will, Fred Gray focused most of his atten-
tion on the coach of the Sanborn team. His perfor-
mance was extraordinary.

The following September, three days after classes
began, the athletic director and sports coach, Clarence
Scott Taylor, resigned. Fred Gray did not hesitate for a
moment. He picked up the telephone and arranged to
meet with Norman Grant in Lawrence, Massachusetts.
The meeting was a formality; Grant returned to

Sanborn Seminary, negotiated permission from the
Seminary to accept the position at LA, and tactfully
announced the move to his wife, Catherine. Within
only a few days, they arrived in Groton. Norman Grant
taught mathematics, was a master of the Junior School
and became the athletic director of the Academy.
During his first year, he coached football (5-2), hockey
(4-2-2, the first winning season ever), basketball (6-7)
and baseball.

Pecuniary Undertones

When the board met for an adjourned annual meet-
ing on December 1, 1928, the treasurer was authorized
to borrow up to $80,000; $59,500 of which was
"remaining due of the loans heretofore authorized." In
little more than three years, the Academy debt had
increased almost $10,000 and, clearly, no progress had
been made to retire the debt by $10,000 each year as
voted by the board in October, 1925. The board once
again voted, "to set aside securities of this corporation
of an amount estimated to be sufficient to yield an
annual income of ten thousand dollars (10,000.) the
income of the same to be devoted to the payment and
retirement of the notes of this corporation to The
Merchants National Bank of Boston, the amount of ten
thousand (10,000.) dollars per annum."

President Hoover's "final triumph over poverty" in
America came to an abrupt end in October, 1929, with
the panic and collapse of the securities markets and
the Great Depression that lasted almost a full decade.
At their adjourned annual meeting on November 2,
1929, the board responded to very recent financial
events. They voted to increase tuition to $1000 from
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) for newly enrolled boarding pupils; to $125 from
$100 for newly enrolled day pupils; and they imposed a
$25 athletic fee on each pupil. The debt of the
Academy Corporation stood at $66,500.

As the decade of the 1920s came to an end,
Lawrence Academy, in spite of its inveterate financial
problems, appeared to be thriving after the fifth year
of Fred Clifton Gray's leadership. Social activities were
abundant; drama, music and, of course, athletics, were
flourishing. The annual fathers' and sons' banquets on
parents' day were enormously successful, in spite of
the polite exclusion of those mothers in attendance
who "were entertained by Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Ferguson
and Mrs. Taylor at Brazer House." The yearly pilgrim-
age to Revere Beach in May created "penniless, but
happy boys. The water was too cold for much bathing

but the roller coasters ran fast and a good time was
had by all."

Fred Gray possessed the confidence and support of
the board of trustees with whom he forged a strong
relationship — a relationship that clearly benefited
from the exigent problems and personality conflicts of
the Bridgman years. Fred Gray had assembled a dedi-
cated and talented faculty that included Ferguson,
Barker, Tower and Grant. Fred Gray increased enroll-
ment from twenty-seven students in the fall of 1925 to
ninety-nine during the 1929-1930 academic year; eigh-
teen of whom received diplomas on June 7, 1930.

The dramatic history of Lawrence Academy was
beginning to emerge from conflict toward resolution.

to run over to Ayer or Lowell (accompa-
nied by one or more faculty members)
and take in the movies. On Saturday
night those of us who had not made the
Honor Roll were allowed a similar trip to
Ayer or Lowell...

Based on conduct and studies being
up to par, we were granted permission
every third weekend to go home for a visit
if we so desired...

On out of town athletic contests the
bulk of the student body and faculty
came along with us either by private car
or by buses chartered for the
occasion...Mr. Gray always came by our
rooms after a game to sit down and talk
it over with us.

...Mr. Gray was a strict disciplinari-
an. To my knowledge he was fair in all
things and simply asked that we do our
best, that we always be truthful, and that
we make an honest effort in all our
endeavors...

Mr. Ferguson who taught English-
...was without question the finest teacher
I ever had in all of my years of educa-
tion. He not only taught English but also
lectured us on the niceties of life...It was
a real pleasure to be assigned to their [the
Ferguson's] table in the dining hall.
Mrs. Ferguson had jet black hair, was
always dressed and groomed to perfec-
tion, and readily listened to us when we
wished to talk. I guess we all felt we were
truly in love with her...

I remember one occasion when Fred
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Gray paid Eldridge Crandall and myself
as fine a compliment as I've ever had.
That was an event that took place one
day at Morning Assembly when Mr.
Gray was trying to find the guilty parties
of some prank or other. In questioning
all of us, he pointed out that while
Eldridge and I had our faults, telling the
truth was something he could always
count on. Believe me, I've never forgotten
that statement — or what happened at
the Assembly. Mr. Gray lifted the guilty
student up from his seat and he was
expelled that day.

Joseph Stanley Chandler
Class of 1928

First Hockey Game
On January tenth the hockey squad

traveled to Ashburnham to play its first
game with Cushing Academy. The ice
was in perfect condition and the game
was fast and exciting. The team as a
whole showed up very well, for they only
had three days of practice.

The first period opened with the puck
first in possession of one team and then
in the possession of the other. Clever skat-
ing and skillful handling of the puck
made either team dangerous at all
times...

The Lawrence Elms
February, 1928

again in running order, will all please
leave the apparatus on the floor entirely
alone, as the connections need no alter-
ations to start the battery charging.

The Lawrence Elms
February, 1928

SCHOOL REGULATIONS
...Any master may assign "Laps" to a

boy for misconduct in the class or about
the school or dormitory. "Laps" mean
that the boy shall walk around the
Academy Building for the length of time
assigned. "Laps" must be posted at the
office and walked when assigned.

Hockey
The inauguration of hockey as a rec-

ognized sport at Lawrence is a decided
step forward... The organization of a
team this year will set a firm foundation
for a banner season next year, when we
will have the constructed rink which the
trustees have promised us. The school has
kindly agreed to furnish us with a sched-
ule, equipment and transportation to
and from Baddacook Pond...Just now we
are anxiously awaiting an ice surface...

The Lawrence Elms
December, 1927

EDITORIAL
Considerable grumbling has been

heard about school of late concerning the
radio which is placed in the recreation
hall for our use, but which continually
seems to be out of order. Why, it is asked,
can't it be kept in repair? The radio will
be repaired and will be kept so if it can be
impressed upon the students to leave the
charger that is on the floor beneath the
cabinet strictly alone. Twice previously
the rectifier has been replaced and each
time someone has meddled and tried to
plug the charger into the wrong socket,
which has resulted in a burned-out recti-
fier, which must be replaced at consider-
able cost. Therefore, when the radio is set

SUGGESTIONS TO NEW STUDENTS
Remember that business should come

before pleasure.
Write home; not only when you want

money but a few extra times just to let
them know what you are doing.

Become acquainted with your teachers.
(Not for the purpose of trying to delude
them in thinking you are a better student
than you really are.)

Smoking. You do not need to smoke to
be a prep school student. 'Nuff said.
Same applies to swearing, etc.

Do not throw litter or waste about the
campus and buildings. Waste baskets are
for use and not show.

Join the Christian Association.
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Practically every man in school is a mem-
ber. It needs your co-operation.

Coats must be worn at all meals in the
dining hall. Everyone is expected to be
completely dressed, even for breakfast.

Don't be discouraged if you fail to
attract the attention of the whole school
in the first few weeks. If you are a world-
beater, don't tell about it.

The Academy bell rings for every ath-
letic victory. Be ready to help keep it ring-
ing when Lawrence wins.

If anybody asks you who the man is
that is pictured in the oil painting on the
first floor of Academy Hall, remember
that it is Dr. Samuel A. Green, who was
a trustee of Lawrence Academy for many
years and left a substantial endowment
to the school in 1918. The picture next
in line is that of Mr. Eliel Shumway for
whom the athletic field is named.

Mothers, sisters, and other lady rela-
tives are welcome visitors at the Academy,
but "girlfriends" should be saved for the
school parties. This is a boys' school.

from The Lawrence Academy
Hand Book, published by The

Lawrence Academy Christian
Association, 1930-31

Early in the year 19291 found myself
facing a bleak prospect. With a large
and impressive accumulation of igno-
rance and low morale I was about to
emerge from high school to face the
unsympathetic world. I didn't have
much idea what I wanted. But whatever
it was, 1 was not likely to achieve it with
the equipment I had at that time.

So I went to see Mr. Gray...He had no
difficulty in controlling his enthusiasm
over my coming [to LA] but he was
pleasant, and he agreed to take me in
and to try to make something of me.

The Academy was...a long step up for
a boy from a small-town high school. It
was the spirit there and the teaching staff
that made the great difference.

Mr. Gray could at times be a rather
rough man and he could speak in a most
pithy manner...He had adopted an
annual springtime rite whereby, with the
advent of the first dandelion he would
challenge the biggest boy in the school to
a wrestling match on the green knoll on
the east side of Bigelow. My classmate,
Tink Lawrence, reminds me that among
those he wrestled were Bill McDermott
and "Tiny" Winslow, both of them well
over two hundred pounds. We never
heard of Mr. Gray losing, and I don't
think he won because the boys let him
win, or didn't dare not let him win. My
feeling about Mr. Gray was that he
could certainly lick anyone in the school
and could probably take on the whole

football squad at once, if at any time he
deemed it necessary.

He liked boys who were eager, alert,
and purposeful. I was frequently none of
those things, though I did manage to
keep my grades above the magic figure,
85...Such a character did not tend to
endear me to the Headmaster. But he was
fair, and easily one of the best teachers I
ever had.

I have always thought that Mr.
Ferguson is the best teacher I ever knew.
The only fault I could find with him is
that he could not read my writing. But
then, neither could I.

Wallace P. Bishop
Class of1931





1930-1941 Through a Depression and To a War

A student once asked Principal Gray how long he
would continue his annual ritual of wrestling the

biggest student in the school. The principal replied,
"For as long as my wife doesn't have to wash any grass
stains out of the back of my shirts."

Fred Gray controlled his students, his faculty, and
the spiritual well-being of the Academy. He under-
stood the value of tradition and ethos for the school
and he firmly guided its progress — and he never lost
a wrestling match.

College preparation and acceptance became the
sole mission of the Academy. In the fall of 1930 the
Junior School was limited to the eighth grade until it
was eliminated entirely in the fall of 1937. The four-
year course continued to be called the Senior School
where all of the courses of study were designed to lead
up to the college board examinations. Academy gradu-
ates under Principal Gray pursued their higher educa-
tion at such distant universities as California, Texas
and Edinburg, Scotland. Dartmouth, Brown, Tufts,
Harvard, M.I.T. and the University of Pennsylvania
were die most popular destinations for L.A. boys dur-
ing the late 1920s and 1930s.
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Fred Gray was a very powerful man.
He wasn 't a social climber at all. He was
just himself every single minute — a
smart, clever man.

Catherine Grant
November, 1990

As principal of the Academy, the
death of Mr. Pillsbury has been indeed a
personal loss. Not only has he been the
recognized head of the trustees, but I,
probably more than anyone else, have
known him as the silent benefactor of
numerous worthy boys, whose education
would have come to a definite end but for
his financial assistance.

...Graduation time will never seem the
same without their [Loomis, Batt and
Pillsbury] familiar faces and although
time will of course mellow our loss, it will
also make us more fully appreciate the
part they played in the life of the
Academy.

Principal Fred C. Gray
January, 1931

Rev. William James Batt, Academy trustee from 1871 to
1930. (Courtesy of Brown University Library.)

The Passing of Three Members of the Board

During 1930 the Academy mourned the loss of
three members of its board of trustees —Judge Elihu
G. Loomis, Reverend William J. Batt and Albert E.
Pillsbury.

Elihu Goodman Loomis, Academy Class of 1870, was
a graduate of Amherst College (Phi Beta Kappa, 1874)
and Boston University Law School. He had been a spe-
cial justice of the district court in Concord since 1898
and was a member of the board of Lawrence Academy
from 1900 until his death when he bequeathed $1000
to the school.

The Rev. Dr. William James Batt served as a trustee
for fifty-nine years — an Academy record. The retired
Congregational minister and emeritus chaplain of the
Massachusetts Reformatory in Concord was ninety-
seven years old when he died. The first bequest of his
will was $1000 to Lawrence Academy, a school which,
in his words, brought him "rare tributes of confidence
and esteem." The trustees described his gift to the
Academy as "most generous in proportion to his
means." Three years before his death, his fellow
trustees presented a Bible to the school in his honor. It
contained the inscription, "Call him not old! For him
in vain the envious seasons roll who bears eternal sum-
mer in his soul."

Believing that the modern feminist
movement tends to take women out of the
home and put her in politics, govern-
ment or business, and that this has
already begun to impair the family as a
basis of civilization and its advance, I

"Pillsbury Wills $100,000 to Combat
Feminism"

In death as in life, Academy alumnus, parent
(Parker Webster Pillsbury, Class of 1928), trustee and
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Anne What's Her Name performed in 1930 under the direction of Noah Barker (standing left of center).

bequeath to Harvard, Yale, Princeton
and Columbia Colleges $25,000 each,
the income thereof to be applied by a lec-
tureship or in such other manner as the
college authorities from time to time deem
most effective, toward creating or develop-
ing sound public opinion and action on
this subject.

from the will of Albert E. Pillsbury

...life at Williams College is neither
fast nor furious. This state of things is
deplored by some, but it nevertheless sub-
serves the first interests of the College, in
that it produces the most favorable condi-
tions for mental growth by reducing to a
minimum the usual distractions of early
manhood. At the same time, vacation
joys have heightened zest, and at the end
of the four years' course Williams men
have seldom found time to become weary
of the world or habitually bored. The very
air seems to have a flavor of earnestness,
and experience has taught that those who
go forth yearly seldom prove false to the
traditions and influence of their Alma
Mater.

fames McDonald, Class of 1885
"Social Life at Williams College"
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Fred Gray was so excited after the
Dummer game that when he was asked
how we won the game, he said, 'The ball
was caught by my uncle' rather than
Maiocco."

Charles Joseph Brady, Jr.
Class 0/1932

FOOTBALL
... The game was by far the hardest

fought of the season. Early in the first
quarter the team slammed and battered
its way down the gridiron to Dummer's
six-yard line. Here, by some twist of ill
luck, the ball was fumbled and Dummer
recovered to keep Lawrence away from its
goal posts for the next two quarters.
Dummer seemed content to play a defen-
sive game and was succeeding until the
fourth period. With fifty seconds to play
Johnny Adzigian threw a pass to Tom
Sliney. The ball was tossed into the air by
a Dummer player and little Georgie
Maiocco, running by, seized it in mid-air
and ran over the goal line...
SOCIALS

... The gymnasium was hung with
streamers and banners as Lew Lewis's
orchestra opened the football dance on
November twenty-fourth. The room was
lighted by orange chandeliers on which
were silhouetted autumn scenes. On the
blackboards in huge figures were the
scores of the seven Lawrence football vic-

The Academy orchestra in 1930-31 under the direction of Arthur W. Ferguson (sitting at the piano.)
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president of the board, Albert E. Pillsbury was distin-
guished and provocative. Readers of the Boston Herald
on Thursday morning, January 1, 1931, were greeted
with the front page headline above. Of the four col-
leges (Harvard, Yale, Princeton and Columbia) desig-
nated to receive $25,000 from the Pillsbury estate "to
combat feminism," only Princeton accepted the
bequest and its terms.

Pillsbury's will, drawn in 1920, bequeathed the
Academy "ten thousand dollars toward a fund for the
building of a gymnasium or other building if any other
is more needed." Unfortunately, ten years later, he
changed his mind and the gift was deleted in a codicil.
Fortunately, the Academy was included among eleven
residuary legatees of one-half of the estate, a group of
institutions that included the World Peace
Foundation, Howard University, Antioch College,
Harvard and Boston University. A probate judge in
1932 decreed that the $75,000 declined by Harvard,
Yale and Columbia be distributed to the eleven resid-
uary legatees. Sixteen years later the Academy received
an additional distribution of almost $14,000.

James Richard McDonald

James Richard McDonald succeeded Albert Pillsbury
as president of the board when he was elected at the
annual meeting on June 6, 1931. McDonald became a
trustee in 1920 and was elected the first vice president
of the board of trustees in November, 1929.

McDonald was born in Brunswick, Maine, in 1867.
His family moved to Pepperell in 1877 and he graduat-
ed from the Academy in 1885. While an undergradu-

ate at Williams College (Phi Beta Kappa, Class of
1889), he won a S50 prize, offered by Lippincott's
Magazine, for his essay "Social Life at Williams."

McDonald was engaged in newspaper work for sev-
eral years, first with the Springfield Republican, 1889-
1890, then the Boston Daily Advertiser, 1891, and the
Hartford Courant, 1892-1893. He began an active career
in the textbook publishing field in 1894, married Etta
Austin Blaisdell in 1899, and was hired in 1904 as the
head of the newly established school book department
of Little, Brown & Company, Boston.

1931 Football Undefeated, Untied

With a large number of returning lettermen, expec-
tations were high for the 1931 football season. Coach
Grant's team, captained by Charles Joseph Brady, Jr.,
defeated Lynn General Electric (a night game under
floodlights at Lynn), Worcester Academy seconds,
Tufts freshman, Huntington School (coached by
Norm's good friend, Monty Moore), Cushing Academy
(defeated for the first time), Tilton School and
Governor Dummer. The victory over Dummer at
South Byfield was won in the last minute of the game
with the interception of a pitch out in Dummer territo-
ry. It was a dramatic climax of the undefeated and
untied season in which the team scored 163 points to
its opponents' eight.

Norman Grant would measure all future teams
against his 1931 squad and would remember the sea-
son because of one additional and singular event:
Catherine Grant gave birth to Norman Belcher Grant,
Jr., on Saturday, October 23rd, while the coach and his

lories. The guests of honor were Mrs.
Fred C. Gray, Mrs. Arthur W. Ferguson,
Mrs. Norman B. Grant, and Mrs.
Harry Bartlett. It may seem trite to say
that the evening was a success, yet for
this very triteness we are indebted to Mr.
Barker, the faculty advisor...

The Lawrencian, 1932

HUNTINGTON HAS FEW NEW
PLAYS TO SPRING ON LAWRENCE

ELEVEN
...This team from Groton is

Huntington's big rival of the year and it
is with this in mind that Coach Monty
Moore has been pointing his eleven for
the past two weeks. He promises a few
surprises in the line of a new offense
which is liable to fool completely the
strong up-state team, which is deservedly
considered favorite.

Lawrence Academy is no setup. It has
its finest team in years and a backfield
which can hold its own in the fastest
company. When you take former high
school athletes of such admitted talents as
possessed by Bernard Hootstein of Brook-
line, Herrant Adzigian of Stoneham,
George Maiocco of English High and
Robert Johnson of Watertown, playing
behind an equally capable forward line,
it is evident that it is going to lake a
combination of speed, power and brains
to win from them...
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The plays which Moore has been
teaching all season, but has been keeping
in the bag, will be given a thorough air-
ing...

Boston Traveler
October 22, 1931

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I am exceedingly pleased to welcome

all members of the incoming class. The
masters, you will find, are willing to co-
operate; the students are willing to work.

I hope that you will realize that you
now have an obligation to conduct your-
self, both in school and out, in Groton
and out of town, now and always, in
such a way as to reflect credit to this,
your chosen school.

It is with whole hearted interest that
we solicit your sincerest endeavor to pro-
mote the ultimate goal of Lawrence
Academy — college preparation.

Sincerely yours,
FRED CLIFTON GRAY

The priceless worth to Lawrence
Academy of the service given to it by
Michael Sheedy, its faithful Treasurer
and loyal graduate, has been appreciated
by none more than by those who have
served with him on the Board of Trustees.
This deep appreciation has been often
expressed to him and it is not the purpose

squad were playing the Huntington School in Boston.
When Coach Grant returned to the Academy, he was
greeted with a cigar and sent off to Groton Hospital
where Catherine and the baby were doing fine. As the
Academy bell rang in the distance for the victorious
football team, Norm held his son for the first time and
suggested a godfather for the baby. Catherine laughed
in agreement. After all, it was the least they could do to
placate the vanquished coach from the Huntington
School. The Grants chose Monty Moore as the godfa-
ther to Norman Belcher Grant, Jr.

"Never Hire a Thin CheP

The alumni of Lawrence Academy from these years
are quick to reminisce about the wonderful meals that
were served in Dana House. The food was delicious
and served in a home-style atmosphere with linen
tablecloth and napkins. Over the years tableware was
acquired which featured the Academy seal on each
piece.

Principal Gray believed that the biggest meal of the
day should be at noon, before athletics, and a lighter
meal in the evening before study hall and bedtime. He
instituted this nutritional plan and kept a watchful eye
over all of the Academy chefs. One year, less than two
weeks before the end of the school year, the chef was
struck with appendicitis. Principal Gray traveled to
Boston to hire a new chef. "Fred learned something
from every experience, even that one," remembered
Elizabeth Gray. "He told me, 'Never hire a thin chef.'"

Scholarship students worked in the kitchen where
they received an education that complemented their

experience in the classrooms of the Main Building, on
Shumway field and in the dormitories. It may be a
chefs trick to chase people with a large knife, but that
is exacdy what happened to generations of L.A. boys
who were mischievous in the kitchen or dining rooms
of Dana House.

1932

Lawrence Academy passed a number of milestones
during 1932. A record thirty-seven students graduated;
total enrollment (88), tuition fees (more than
$42,000) and college placement all reached new highs.
Even operating expenses reached unprecedented lev-
els. Food ($10,000), fuel ($3,000), maids and laundry
($2,500) and instructors' salaries ($20,500) were
among the largest expenditures when the Committee
on Budget presented to the board an operating
account which totaled almost $50,000. That amount
did not include paying down the Academy
Corporation notes at Merchants Bank ($10,000),
Principal Gray's salary ($6000), insurance, incidentals,
maintenance, payment of an annuity (Mabel L.
Warren) and interest expense — all of which totaled
over $28,000 and were appropriated from the income
of the endowment fund. Therefore, the total cost to
run the Academy in 1932 was almost $80,000.

A $15,000 legacy from John Henry Robbins, alum-
nus (Class of 1868) and trustee (1898 - 1909), arrived
in May. As the newest scholarship fund at the
Academy, it was "to be expended annually to assist
needy and worthy pupils."

Dr. Arthur Goss Kilbourn, founder of the Groton
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Hospital in 1907 and for many years school physician
for both the Academy and Groton School, was elected
to the Academy board in June, 1932. The doctor was
elected to the board to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Judge George L. Sanderson. Less than two
months later Dr. Kilbourn died of a heart attack while
preparing to operate on a patient in his hospital.

The death of trustee Waldo E. Conant also occurred
during 1932 prompting the board to elect two new
trustees in 1933: Dr. George T. Little and Oswald
Tower. Tower was a mathematics teacher since 1910
and dean of the faculty at Andover.

James Richard McDonald, president of the board
since 1931, died in November, 1933. He was described
by his fellow trustees as "a man of wide culture and
strong convictions combined with a kindly attitude
toward our problems...modest and likeable, he
endeared himself to those that worked with him in the
affairs of the Academy." McDonald left five thousand
dollars to his beloved Academy.

The death of Mr. McDonald postponed the Cushing
football game until the following Saturday when Fred
Gray announced at morning chapel that there would
be no classes. Instead, the entire school shoveled the
snow off Shumway Field and watched "a finely drilled
team acting as a unit" defeat Cushing Academy, 6 to 0.
Curiously, the superstar for the opponents — "effec-
tively bottled up in his individual efforts" — was
Raymond T. MacLean, ex-Lawrence Academy student
and a member of the undefeated 1931 football team. It
was a sweet victory for the Academy and especially Fred
Gray who had been needled by the Cushing headmas-
ter, eager to play the game and concerned about an

additional postponement due to snow. The yearbook
proudly reported that, "for the third time in three
years...Lawrence defeated its traditional rival."

Spaulding Becomes President of the Board

The Honorable Huntley Nowell Spaulding succeed-
ed McDonald as president of the board in May, 1934.
Spaulding had been governor of New Hampshire from
192V to 1929, during which time "he brought efficien-
cy to state government, sponsored forward-looking leg-
islation, and achieved a national reputation for
gubernatorial skills and party leadership...the legisla-
ture respected his integrity and business acumen, and
supported his fiscal recommendations." Spaulding's
leadership of the board of trustees during the next
nineteen years was profound and visionary. One of his
first suggestions was to invite Dr. Alfred E. Stearns, the
recently retired headmaster of Andover (1903 to
1933), to become a member of the Academy board. In
December, 1935, Spaulding donated ten thousand dol-
lars to the Academy, $7,500 of which was used to pay
off obligations and the remainder was used for current
operating expenses.

"Giving is a Thing Not Free From Sacrifice"

A special meeting of the board was convened on
October 20, 1934. The first order of business was "an
open account between the corporation on the one
hand and Mr. Michael Sheedy on the other — the two
parties thereto proceeded to have an accounting
together." Through cash advances ($32,000), interest
unpaid ($7,496.50), rent unpaid ($5,000), the Robbins

of this statement to do more than .to give
it record here. His strong love and
intense devotion to the Academy have
this day culminated during his life time
in a noble gift to the Academy at a time
in the history of the world and of the
Academy when of all times giving is a
thing not free from sacrifice and receiv-
ing is indeed a boon calling for the deep-
est gratitude. He has given to the
Academy that which was not acquired
without his own great toll and which
might well mean to him alive much of
ease and comfort. He has not hesitated
thus to deprive himself while yet in life.
He has not waited until the inexorable
hour when earthly ease and comfort shall
mean nothing to him. In this his fellow
Trustees perceive the working of that fine
unselfishness which has moved him to
such unstinted endeavor for the Academy
and for its success in the work for which
it was founded and to which others have
so generously contributed time and
money. He has with characteristic mod-
esty requested that no fanfare of trumpets
proclaim his gift and what he has done
in the past. It would be ungrateful to do
as he wishes, but sometime, when he no
shall no longer be with us, and may God
grant that the day of his going be long
deferred, we shall fitly impress upon the
records and monuments of the Academy
that which will ever remind us and all
others of him and of what he has done
for the Academy he loves. For the present
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Fred Clifton Gray, Principal of the Academy from 1925 to 1958.

House mortgage ($5,000) and salary as treasurer since
April 3, 1920 ($8,000), Lawrence Academy owed
Michael Sheedy $57,496.50 as of October 1, 1934. Not
only did the two parties agree to round the sum down
to $50,000 (an easy decision for the board), but Mr.
Sheedy then offered to give the sum to the Academy
"subject to the payment of an annuity to Harold R.
Sheedy," Michael Sheedy's son. The trustees accepted
the gift and the performance of the trust (the instru-
ment was executed by President Spaulding).

The second order of business was the purchase of
Sheedy House for $18,000. Leased since 1923 as a dor-
mitory, the transaction was completed through the dis-
charge of the mortgage ($8,000 held by the Academy)
and the issviance of a note and mortgage for $10,000 to
Winthrop L. Sheedy.

First Student Council

As the trustees negotiated the depression, the stu-
dents moved through their daily life at the Academy
with aplomb and innovation. Outing, math and cam-
era clubs appeared in the mid-1930s. The Christian
Association promoted the patronage of their "candy
store" and took charge of chapel Sunday evenings by
conducting the service and providing speakers.

The first student council, organized by Principal
Gray and elected by the entire student body in die fall
of 1934, was conceived as a governing body of seniors
"to prevent the necessity of faculty action." Each of the
dormitories and the "day boys" were represented in
the council which carefully watched privileges such as
smoking and enforced off-campus regulations.
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Excellence, Justice and Honor: The Cum
Laude Society

The Cum Laude Society, founded in 1906 at the
Tome School, Port Deposit, Maryland, accepted
Lawrence Academy as a chapter member in the spring

• of 1935. The organization, which was first called the
Alpha Delta Tau fraternity and modeled on Phi Beta
Kappa, changed its name in 1916 to avoid confusion
with the Greek-letter fraternities of an entirely differ-
ent character. The object of the Cum Laude Society is
the encouragement and reward of high attainment on
the part of students in secondary schools.

Charter members of the Lawrence chapter included
faculty members Gray, Ferguson, Barker, Tower, Grant
and Bardett. Five recent graduates (Shattuck, Dodge,
Jackson, Jr., Maxant and Sherrard, Jr.) were also elect-
ed to honor their current academic distinction at
Dartmouth, M.I.T., West Point and Harvard.

Chapters of the society were established only in
schools of superior academic quality (Andover and
Exeter were the second and diird chapters established
in 1907). Therefore, membership was an important
milestone in the revival of the scholarship and the
institutional self-esteem of Lawrence Academy.

The McDonald Library, Alumni Fund and a
Flagpole

James R. McDonald's favorite contribution to the
Academy was books for die library. His wife continued
the tradition enthusiastically after his death, prompt-
ing Principal Gray in 1936 to recommend to the board

that "the books given to the Academy by the late James
R. McDonald and by Mrs. McDonald be made the
nucleus of a school library, to be known as the
McDonald Library."

An alumni fund was established through a vote of
the board as was the erection of a flag pole on the
Academy grounds "without expense to the Academy."
Of course, that responsibility was assigned to treasurer
Sheedy.

Enrollment increased to ninety boys (seventy-five
boarders and fifteen day students) in die fall of 1936.
The trustees' minutes recorded it as "die largest enroll-
ment in the history of the Academy," an interesting
mistake in the records of the board of trustees. Ninety-
nine students in 1929-30 was the most recent record
enrollment. Before that year it is necessary to go back
to the 1870s to find more than one hundred students
attending Lawrence Academy.

At the May, 1937, meeting of the board, Principal
Gray described die year as "uneventful but successful"
and announced that "for die first time in several years
the income and outgo promises to break even or near-
ly so." This is remarkable in the context of not only die
Academy's financial condition but also die worldwide
depression that reigned through the 1930s. Another
record was broken when forty-three students graduat-
ed in June, 1937.

The Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields

Trustee Alfred E. Stearns stood behind Sheedy and
Robbins House and, looking to die east over die hill to

we content ourselves with this too inade-
quate expression of the gratitude and
appreciation of the corporation and of
our own deep personal affection.

Trustees' minutes
October 20, 1934

THINGS THE DEPRESSION MAY
HAVE TAUGHT US

THAT, the United Stales (whether we
like it or not) is a part of the world and
must accept the problems and responsibil-
ities which become a World Power...

THAT, the American People have
come to live under the assumption that a
dollar (at least in our own markets) is
worth 100 cents (on or off the Gold
Standard)...

THAT, Wars in the Machine Age are
World Wars; and that World Wars are
followed by World Depressions...

THAT, the things that really count in
life have no cash value...

L. S. T. [Leighton S. Tower]
The Elms

June, 1933

I went to prep school to put on weight
and get a scholarship to college...I
worked in the kitchen with Mrs. Finn.
She was like a mother to me. When our
family gets together I always wind up at
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the sink doing the dishes. I got my train-
ing in pots and pans at Lawrence
Academy...

We were playing baseball against
Exeter and I was on third base. I stole
home and got hit in the head with the
ball as I was crossing homeplate. The
umpire sent me back to third base for
interfering with a pitched ball. It was a
very unusual ruling. Many years later I
was walking in downtown Boston and
this fellow walks up to me, introduces
himself and says, "I was the guy pitching
for Exeter who hit you on the head when
you slid across homeplate. It was a great
steal. I don't know why the umpire sent
you back to third base. You were safe at
home."

William J. Flynn
Class of 1935

As an elected member of the Student
Council, I pledge myself to fulfill the
responsibilities of the office to the best of
my ability; to act with honor and courage
at all times; to do my utmost to maintain
and develop the high ideals and stan-
dards of conduct for which this, my
school, stands; and to serve always in
thought and in deed the best interest of
The Lawrence Academy.

Student Council Pledge, 1941

the land beyond Love Lane, he said, "That has great
possibilities for playing fields." He shared his observa-
tion with his lifelong friend and the president of the
board, Huntley Spaulding.

"Dr. Stearns' advice to Fred was to grow the school
to the east," remembers Elizabeth Gray. "We were
penned in between Main Street and Powder House
Road; between the church and Brazer House. You had
to buy your way out."

A Planning Committee, comprised of trustees
Sheedy, Stearns and Chase ("with Mr. Gray as an asso-
ciate member"), was established in January, 1937, "to
make a study and report on the future development of
the Academy." At the annual meeting of the board in
June, Principal Gray "pointed out the urgent need of
larger and better facilities for athletics." President
Spaulding immediately offered a gift of $8,000 for the
purchase of the property to the east of the Academy
owned by James P. Mountain whose house and barn
stood on the west side of Love Lane near its junction
with the Lowell Road. Included in the purchase was
the Mountain cottage (built in 1895 for farmhands),
further east on the Lowell Road at the north end of
the property.

The thirty-seven acre acquisition was named the
Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields in "recognition of the
notable service to education in many fields and in
countless ways" of the two Academy trustees. "Faculty
and students together worked to clear away under-
brush and dig out stumps," reported The Elms. On
January 26, 1939, senior parent Bill Stewart, a profes-
sional baseball umpire, presented a hockey shelter to
be erected on the fields. The site of the old hockey

rink had been dredged and a permanent dam with
spillway was constructed. The actual development of
the fields started in May, 1940, at a cost of over
$20,000. Almost one year later, on April 23, 1941, the
first athletic contest was played on the new fields. The
varsity lacrosse team defeated Exeter, 9 to 4.

Huntley Spaulding's gifts to the Academy in 1937
did not end with the purchase of the Mountain prop-
erty. He contributed over six thousand dollars for the
renovation and refurbishing of Bigelow Hall. Mrs.
Spaulding, not to be excluded from her husband's
munificence and enthusiasm, commissioned a large
portrait of Michael Sheedy by J. R. Wickwire of New
York which she donated to the Academy.

Sheedy's portrait was hung over the fireplace on the
first floor of the Main Building. Among the other por-
traits in the building was a large oil painting of Dr.
Green that hung over the bookcases in the main room.
A portrait of Eliel Shumway hung over the piano while
the "quiet room" was adorned with portraits of three
former principals: Hammond, Fletcher and
Thompson. Principal Gray's office was decorated with
a large bust of Albert E. Pillsbury (presented by his
son, Parker), pictures of Dr. Joshua Green and Dr.
William James Batt, and a portrait of Huntley N.
Spaulding.

"To Go Forward or To Stand Still"

One year after its organization, the Planning
Committee reported to the board of trustees in 1938.
The "immediate needs of the school were given chief
consideration" and were ranked by the committee as:
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James Richard McDonald, Class of 1885, trustee from
1920 to 1933, and President of the Board from 1931 to
1933.

the development of the new fields, the erection of a
suitable gymnasium, the erection of a recitation hall
and, lastly, an additional dormitory "should the school
continue to grow in size." The committee's report
acknowledged the "present limited resources of the
school...[and]...that the alumni body of the school is
neither large enough or wealthy enough to be counted
on to help materially in meeting the school's financial
needs."

For the first time in the history of the Academy,
fund-raising professionals were consulted about the
prospects for a capital campaign. The committee's
report went on to challenge the trustees "to decide
whether Lawrence Academy is to go forward or to
stand still." As the dominant member and spokesman
of this committee, trustee Stearns was instrumental in
creating what the board described as "a new era in the
development of Lawrence Academy."

Unfortunately, among the priorities and recommen-
dations, only the playing fields were developed. Fund-
raising consultants were never hired and new building
projects, although reviewed, were postponed. The
need for a new dormitory was satisfied through the
bequest of Yssabella G. Waters who died in 1938, leav-
ing the Academy her home. In the fall of 1940, Waters
House became a dormitory for twenty boys and a
house master. The art department was also housed in
this building.

Hurricane of 1938

Few natural events have affected the Academy as
much as the hurricane in the fall of 1938. Many of the

Senior Statistics
Favorite Book: Gone With the Wind
Favorite Newspaper: New York Times
Favorite Magazine: Time
Favorite Movie Actress: Simon Simone
Favorite Actor: Robert Taylor
Favorite Athlete: Larry Kettey
Favorite Radio Performer: Jack Benny
Favorite Song: Song of India
Most Admired Man: Franklin D.

Roosevelt
Most Admired Woman: Mrs. Simpson
Favorite College: Dartmouth
Favorite Orchestra: Benny Goodman
Favorite Character in "Funnies":

Terry and the Pirates
Favorite Amusement: Tea at five
Favorite Sport: Baseball (Chess-one vote)
Favorite Sport to Watch: Football

The Lawrencian, 1937

Dr. Stearns reported for the Planning
Board, saying that the most pressing
problem is a gymnasium which if provid-
ed, would release rooms for recitation
rooms, and would reduce the problem of
discipline at least 75%.

Trustees' minutes
May 20, 1939
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trees along Powder House Road were destroyed.
Catherine Grant remembers struggling to dinner at
Dana House from Sheedy House. "My rain slicker was
torn to bits. When Norm and I returned home from
dinner we found the bathroom blown off the side of
Sheedy House. The next day our car floated down the
driveway and hill behind the house into the field."

Principal Gray closed the Academy on what would
have been mountain day, September 24th, only five
days after the fall term began. For two weeks the
Academy was without electricity or heat but finally
reopened on October 10th. Perhaps the students'
biggest complaint was that the football team lost two
weeks of practice and two games off their schedule.

The elegant iron fence in front of the Academy
along Main Street, designed by Caleb Butler and pur-
chased by William Lawrence in 1846, was damaged
beyond repair by the hurricane. The cost of repairs to
the buildings and grounds of the Academy totaled
nearly seven thousand dollars.

A formal Academy infirmary was established in the
annex of Brazer House in 1939. All cases of sickness or
injury — previously treated at the Groton Hospital on
Main Street — were now cared for in the infirmary by
the first Academy nurse, Miss Annie B. Creighton.
Parents were assured that "the school physician is
called in for all cases that necessitate such attention."
The Academy catalogue also stated, "Each student is
entitled to up to three single day's residence in the
infirmary without cost. A fee of $2.00 per day is
charged after the first day."

"A Sudden Wave of Sadness"

Noah V. Barker, the most senior member of the fac-
ulty, failed to appear for both breakfast and morning
chapel on February 19, 1940. Principal Gray dis-
patched to Sheedy House a student who discovered
the Latin teacher slumped over his desk where he had
suffered a heart attack and died during the early morn-
ing hours. "A sudden wave of sadness swept over the
L.A. campus," stated The Elms; "...we have lost our own
revered and much loved teacher."

Barker's thirteen years at the Academy were defined
by unbroken spirit, devotion to teaching and the pur-
suit of ideals. He molded the character and inspired
the scholarship of many L.A. boys who were fortunate
to study with him, to perform in one of the dramatic
presentations or to live in his dormitory. Many boys
recall the nightly scramble in Sheedy House for the
evening papers when Barker finished reading them.
"Never until the papers were in safe hands would he,
chuckling with glee, return to his room," wrote a stu-
dent. "Barker never walked up the stairs in the Main
Building," recalls Frank Gallagher, Jr., Class of 1935.
"He always ran."

Francis Head and Robert Darling

The profound loss of a great faculty member like
Noah Barker was eased, in part, by the arrival of the
next generation of faculty and staff.

Francis Head was hired by Principal Gray in June,
1939, as Academy secretary. He was born in Warren,
New Hampshire, in 1909, attended public schools and
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the University of New Hampshire. Prior to joining the
staff of the Academy he was employed by Jordan Marsh
Company in Boston. In addition to his formal
Academy responsibilities, Francis became immediately
involved with student life as a dormitory master and as
the faculty advisor to the Christian Association.

Robert W. Darling arrived at the Academy as a
teacher of English and mathematics in the fall of 1941
from the Fresnal Ranch School in Tucson, Arizona. A
graduate of Williamstown High School in 1933 and
Williams College in 1937 with an A.B. degree in
English and biology, Darling remained at Williams to
teach as an assistant instructor in biology for two years
during which time he completed his A.M. degree. The
following year he completed a masters degree in edu-
cation at North Adams State College.

A Clean Financial Slate

Sometime during the late fall of 1939 and before
the winter meeting of the board on January 20, 1940,
Huntley Spaulding and his wife did something truly
remarkable for Lawrence Academy. They paid off the
entire outstanding debt of the school — over forty
thousand dollars — held by the Merchants National
Bank of Boston. The trustees described the gift as
"unostentatious but princely" and were careful to note
in their minutes that "contributions for the purpose of
cancelling debts already incurred...offer litde chance
for establishing memorials or securing even common
publicity...We desire to record our deep appreciation
and lasting gratitude."

The Building and Land Committee, comprised of

trustees Manning, Tower, Little and Sheedy, solicited
contributions for the development of the new playing
fields. At the October, 1940, meeting of the board, the
following gifts were announced: Mr. and Mrs. Huntley
Spaulding, $20,000; Mr. Michael Sheedy, $10,000; and
Mr. Winthrop L. Sheedy (the son of Michael Sheedy),
$10,000.

Also announced at this meeting of the trustees was
the bequest of ten thousand dollars by the late Miss
Charlotte Robbins, a student at the Academy from
1870 to 1874. Lottie, as she was called by her class-
mates, was a student in the Scientific and English
Department and the sister of alumnus and trustee,
John Henry Robbins. It was their uncle, John F.
Robbins, who built the Robbins and Sheedy Houses
during 1870-71.

No longer constrained by debt and encouraged by
recent contributions of unrestricted funds, the trustees
responded as had their predecessors under similar cir-
cumstances. Faculty salaries were increased, new equip-
ment was purchased for the kitchen and dining rooms
in Dana House, Principal Gray's office was "redecorat-
ed and refurnished" and real estate transactions were
considered. Treasurer Sheedy was authorized by the
board to sell the "Shumway Property at the minimum
price of $7,500." The house on Main Street — built by
Luther Lawrence in 1811 — was left to the Academy by
Eliel Shumway. It was sold to Dr. F. Woodward Lewis in
1941 for "the minimum price." The Motley Estate on
Powder House Road (now the Winthrop L. Sheedy
Faculty House) was also sold at this time by the trustees
to Winthrop L. Sheedy for $7,500. It had been the
property of the Academy since it was purchased in
1920 for $7000.

LACROSSE
For the first time in the sports history

of Lawrence Academy, Lacrosse was
introduced into the spring schedule of
L.A. We are most grateful to the Boston
Lacrosse Club and to Mr. F. J. Torrance
Baker, former Harvard Captain and
star, for most valuable cooperation in
getting us started in the sport...

The Elms
June, 1939

WRESTLING
The object of the athletic program is to

meet the interests of everybody. Lawrence
has, therefore, introduced a new sport,
wrestling, this winter. A wrestling room
has been improvised in the basement of
Sheedy House, and the coaching will be
in the hands of Mr. David Malcolm, a
former member of the Harvard College
wrestling team.

EDITORIAL: DICTATORSHIP
VERSUS DEMOCRACY

The latest styles from Europe seem to
favor dictatorships, land-grabbing, and
war for this season. The people of the
world wonder if this will last for long,
but who knows? We can only look back
through the pages of history and see that
no such governments ruling with such
cruel horrors have lasted...

Democracy, as we experience it, allows
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us to govern ourselves and live a life of

comparative freedom...

How can such a government offering

this, ever be banished from the earth or be

outlived by reigning horror'?

The Elms
December, 1939

How is one to paint a word portrait of
the ideal teacher? He should be intelli-
gent but not pedantic, dignified but not
pompous, firm but not intolerant. He
should be young enough to remember his
boyhood, but old enough to have put
aside childish things. With all his schol-
arship, he should be aware that it would
be a sad world if all his pupils were
trained to be teachers — like himself. He
should not be ashamed to possess or dis-
close his ideals, but should temper them
with practicality. He should be able, out-
side his own bailiwick, to mix with other
people on even terms, without self-con-
sciousness, superciliousness, or timidity.
He should maintain at all costs his
patience, his sympathy, and his sense of
humor. If, in addition, he has energy
and optimism, he should be qualified to
secure and hold a position, and leave
behind him a place in the memories of
alumni.

It will make no difference where such
a man functions, whether in a gorgeous
lecture hall or in an ancient classroom,

Aratomg
'• (Srnfatt,

CODE OF TABLE MANNERS
Be on time at each meal. Students must enter by the front

door.
Come prepared—fully clothed—in neat, clean clothing;

always wear coat, collar and tie.
Always be certain that hands are clean and nails are properly

cared for.
Remain standing until grace is said and the masters are

seated.
Seat yourself quietly—speak in a low voice—avoid being

. boisterous.
Remember your posture—elbows off table, back erect.
Begin eating only when all haye been served.
Po no eat quickly or talk with mouth full.
Finish what is on your plate before taking another portion.
Never reach or grab—ask for what you need and it will be

served you.
Avoid over-eating and do not specialize on your favorite food.
Try to keep from-making a noise with your dish or utensils.
Masters will gladly advise you on the proper use and place-

ment of dishes and table utensils.
Use fork as much as possible." Break bread, rolls or biscuit

—never cut them. '
Ignore other people's mistakes or shortcomings.
Take plenty of time to enjoy each meal and the companion-

ship of your friends.
Don't monopolize conversation—listen attentively and do not

interrupt a speaker.
• Rise and stand beside your chair when a lady, guest, or

master comes to your table.
Remember at each meal, that we eat to live—not live to eat.

Table Ijnen and good silver are furnished to make, a
home-like atmosphere. Please respect it.

If your room-mate Is ill, it is your duty to report it to the master in your
dormitory and ask the chef for a tray. This should..be done at the beginning
of the meal and then'it will be ready for yon to take back at the close of the meal.

Pound Notes to Portfolio Management

The sales of these properties were followed by signif-
icant changes and additions to the By-Laws of the
Academy Corporation on June 7, 1941. The trustees
empowered themselves not only to manage their assets
more aggressively but also "to appoint as agent such
banking institution as they may select to have custody
of and exercise such powers and duties with respect to
the control and management of the securities and
other property of the Corporation as may lawfully be
delegated to such agent by said Trustees; and shall
have power to authorize and provide for the invest-
ment and reinvestment of the endowment...and other
funds..."

In other words, for the first time in one hundred
and forty-eight years, the assets of the Academy would
be handled and managed by individuals other than
members of the board of trustees. The Old Colony
Trust Company in Boston was engaged by the board
for "4 1/2% on the first $20,000 of gross income [and]
3 3/4% on the excess."

It was a far cry from the earliest days of Groton
Academy when the capital of the fledgling school was
denominated in pounds and loaned out to the wealthi-
est trustees against their notes or real estate. And it .was
also the perspicacious and self-aware idea and decision
of Michael Sheedy, Jr., now eighty-five years old, to
relinquish some of the financial decisions that he so
masterfully handled as treasurer of the Academy since
1898.

At the fall meeting of the board in September, 1941,
it was "voted unanimously that Principal Gray's salary
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be restored to $6000 beginning with the current
school year." Mrs. Gray remembers, "There were a lot
of times Fred didn't get his paycheck but he had a
strong belief about the school." That strong belief was
shared. Sacrifices had also been made by the faculty
and staff of the Academy throughout the depression
years.

In the fall of 1941, Lawrence Academy was debt-free
and comfortably endowed. The school possessed one
of the strongest, most influential and philanthropic
board of trustees in its entire history. Enrollment was
oversubscribed at one hundred and four boys under
the tutelage of a seasoned and well-respected faculty
tiiat numbered ten.

Called to the Colors

George T. Cushman, the French and Spanish
instructor, was the first member of the Academy com-
munity to be called up by selective service for military
duty. He wrote to his students one week after leaving
the Academy; "...we are to get our second typhoid shot.

After that no one knows what is going to happen. But
right now they're taking names for weekend leaves. So
I guess we're not going to be treated too badly."

The Class of 1941 dedicated The Lawrencian to
Cushman, a tribute that foreshadowed the "separate
peace" at Lawrence Academy. A "Military News" col-
umn appeared for the first time in the May, 1941, issue
of The Elms. It was curiously juxtaposed with columns
entitled "Robin's Rumors," "Sheedy Shouts," "Day
Doings," "Bigelow Brevities," and "Water's
Whisperings." The antics and humor of schoolboys
graced the same page as news of alumni on military
maneuvers.

The chapel service on November 2 featured
Frederick de Hoffman, a refugee from Czechoslovakia,
who spoke about his experiences in war-torn Europe.
The following month the Japanese bombed Pearl
Harbor and the United States entered World War II.

The "new era" at Lawrence Academy came to an
abrupt end.

with the desks carved by generations of
undergraduates. He may never get a
medal or an honorary degree, but his
spirit will remain alive long after his
body rests in the local cemetery.

Claude M. Fuess
Creed of a Schoolmaster, 1939

...from the age of a very few months 1
lived in what was known as the Caleb
Butler house, across Main St. from the
principal's house, and remember L.A.
functions from the early '20s. I met old
Susie Shattuck who had a farm by
Battacook Pond who was generally
regarded as batty, but was one of the best
educated women of the time, having gone
to L.A. in the 1890s [Class of 1893].
We used to go through her farm to
swim...Someone set fire to her bam which
wasn't insured and I have a feeling she
died soon after that.

...I remember my mother saying that
Mr. Bridgman was a more cultured, cul-
tivated and nicer man than Mr. Gray
but Mr. Gray pursued a ruthless drive
for entrances to universities, and got
results. This rings true for my recollec-
tions of Gray's harangues were all
towards 'getting in' and being a credit to
the school (including while at school).

William Emerson Norman
Class of 1940
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HONOR ROLL
This year, for the first time, boys on

the Honor Roll (all grades 85% or over)
were allowed to study in their rooms
instead of in the study hall. The experi-
ment has worked well and deserves to be
repeated.

The Elms
June, 1940

HONOR ROLL
A new system of examinations has

been inaugurated this year. Instead of
the old system of examinations at the
close of each term: namely, in December,
March, and June. There are now hour
examinations in November and April;
mid-year examinations in February and
final examinations in June. The purpose
of this change is twofold: 1. To provide,
as preparation for college, additional
experience in taking examinations. The
art of getting down on paper what one
knows is an essential skill of the college
student. 2. A grade given after mid-years
is more recent and hence more valid for
certification to college than the far more
remote grade under the old system.

The Elms
Christmas, 1940

SCHOOL DIARY
September 15: Opening of School; happy
reunions at evening meal; Entertain-
ment (Magician). Enrollment 104.
September 20: Mountain Day: By busses
to base ofMonadnock; climb to summit;
clear day — beautiful view; Blood and
Shepard tie for first to top; Dinner de-
voured with relish; Tug of War (faculty,
with just a little outside help, won over
the student body, which is in accordance
with tradition); thence to the movies in
Fitchburg; finally — tired, but happy —
back to L.A.

The Elms
November, 1941



L.A. in the
Thirties
by
Edgar H. Knapp
Class of 1939

L awrence Academy in the years between the crash
of '29 and World War II was an idyll, a drama of

the absurd, and a Dickens novel. The setting was beau-
tiful — it ravished the senses. L.A. was a bell telling the
twilit hills that Moses Brown had missed the extra-
point. It was marvelous smoke-rings drifting toward a
winter moon behind Sheedy House. It was the cool riot
of apple blossoms in the surrounding countryside. In
this idyllic place each year a curious play was enacted
by a motley cast. The world was there in microcosm:
the fleet and the lame, heroes and jokers, lovers and
the lost. We were each protagonists in quest of our
identities. Principal Fred C. Gray would establish the
problem at an opening assembly: his charge was enti-
tled "What Is Your Name?" 'Young gendemen, yours is
a clean slate," he would declare. "As the days pass, your
deeds will define who you are."

Our deeds, academic and social, flourished or
foundered in the Main Building. From die dormitories
we would float down through the rear entrance past
the most benign of sentinels — die elfin janitor, Henry
Burrage, always beaming, always mute.

The basement housed the main locker room with
showers. The left or south side of the ground floor pro-
vided an airy space for mathematics classes (where
Lawrence Healey '38 asked his instructor to "circum-
cise a triangle"). Next door was the headmaster's
office, then the outer office with mailboxes beneath
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the stairs toward the front or west side of the building.
Back right were the publications office and a faculty
lounge; the remaining area was open for student relax-
ation, presided over by admonishing portraits of
Samuel Green, Huntley N. Spaulding, and "Iron Mike"
Sheedy, whose corporeal being with derby would daily
crunch along the fine gravel sidewalk of Powder House
Road. There must have been swing music in the air, as
I recall aficionados of the dance — Al Chapman '36, a
born jitterbug, and William Eugene Sullivan '37 —
making it with broomsticks.

The front section of the building was entirely given
to broad stairways — the thundering herd's way to
knowledge. The entire second floor was the original
multi-purpose room with stage for chapel in the morn-
ing and basketball beneath a 12' ceiling later in the day
with three-man folding benches moved to the side-
lines. This was also the setting for dramatic perfor-
mances and lectures and, even, for large Saturday
sections of compulsory Bible study under the swaying
Tower of knowledge (Leighton Sayward, that is). Don't
quiz us on much, but we'll rattle off the Gospels any-
time: "Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Hold the horse
while I get on." Nor will we forget that Christ was born
in 4 B.C..

And there was music, music, music resounding
from that hall. Arthur Ferguson made it happen. He
loved to bang on the piano; and his taste in hymns ran
to the militant and the rollicking, such as "Are Ye
Able, Said the Master" and "Faith of Our Fathers."
Minstrel shows — all black-face in '35, gradually
becoming the all-white Autumn Frolic in '38 — were
vehicles for solo and group participation in popular
music. And a month previous to a spring Parents Day,

Fergie would drive home "East Side, West Side," "A
Bicycle Built for Two," and twenty or so other really
oldies. These were lessons in community spirit and joy
that we didn't know we were getting. And the super
teaching of Arthur Ferguson giving of himself we
retain.

This second floor chapel/gym/auditorium had a
fourth function: it was the setting for faculty meetings.
Known among the students as "bull sessions," there
would be the quickie or the full-blown type. As the fac-
ulty was seated front-and-center onstage for chapel, the
quickie would call for their circling up their chairs and
Fred Gray's leaning in and calling a couple of plays. In
the full-blown variety the student body was sent to
study hall while die masters went to work on a sticky
educational problem, such as a jaunty fullback's having
used a one-gallon fruit can as a urinal. The top floor of
Sheedy House could be cold on winter nights!

As classes got under way, each teacher took to his
classroom on the top floor for the day. In die far left
corner from the head of the stairs, Mr. Barker taught
Latin. He was elderly and his Easter egg body was
wrapped in gray suits with vests. His nickname was
"Whimpus." If there was whispering or a commotion in
a section of the study hall, he would put the question
in soft nasal tones: "What is it that you want? Anythin'
special?" He was a gentle, loveable uncle.

In an adjacent classroom at the back of the building
there was French instruction at the slender hands of
Harry "Hank" Bartlett. I find him memorable for the
strength of his personality: he was cultivated and alive
to the ironies of life at the school. He had great humor
but litde patience with nonsense. Then a cloud of dis-
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The second floor chapel/gym/auditorium of the Main Building, ca. 1940. After the Gray Building was completed in
1949, this room was converted to a study hall for the entire student body.
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dain would travel across the tall forehead, the upper lip
would wrinkle, and a gravelly "bah" would roll forth.

To the immediate left of the top of the stairs opposite
the Latin and French rooms was Mr. Grant's physics and
chemistry lab. Byron Grant, a pint-sized tennis star, was
reaching his peak in those years, and we immediately
transferred his "Itsy-bitsy" moniker to Norm.

"Bitsy" Grant's commitment to Lawrence Academy
was remarkable: a serious, kindly teacher, he was tire-
less in his out-of-class, off-the-field arrangements and
labor. Although he was cut closer to the norm than any
of his colleagues, this handsome gent in the most try-
ing circumstances would not use profanity. Jim Devine
remembers Norm's instruction on a play to "go like a
bat out of the hot place." And a few were subject to his
torrential euphemistic curse, "Jippity-jip-jip-jip and
fourteen hands around!"

The classroom to the right of the stairs was the baili-
wick of Leighton Sayward Tower, who taught history
with his own style of rock and roll and a bow to
Professor Muzzey. To quote "Moose" Heyliger '37, "he
was built like a ginger ale bottle and weighed a hun-
dred and thirty pounds, soaking wet with rocks in his
pockets." His nickname was "Muscles." His choreogra-
phy held us rapt, while his "time-place-circumstance"
formula and abundant tag phrases saw us through the
ages. Much of the current scene amused Leighton, but
his laughter was abortive — emitted in single-syllable
utterances, sounding like ich, erk, or ehk. Midst chaos
his call for order was an anguished "all right!" He was
the darling of twenty mimics for these and more cre-
ative quotes, as when a young man flunked an ancient
history final: "Robert, I will see you in Mesopotamia
next September."

Along the right or south side of the top floor was
the study hall with assigned desks for use during the
day and nightly 7:30-9. Near the back left corner a
door swung into Mr. Ferguson's classroom. Squeaky
tablet-arm chairs lined the walls and any overflow sat
around Fergie's central table. The Senior Master's
teaching style was memorable. Willowy and darkly
handsome, his precise articulation was underscored by
an occasional tick or other mild gyration. "Whattiz-
zeet?" he would frequently query. As he laid traditional
rhetoric and the classic literary canon on us, discipline
was never a problem. A high, hard fast piece of chalk
shattering inches above a dreamer's head was an occa-
sional measure. Once he directed me to take a seat by
the door..."so you won't have so far to go when I throw
you out!"

Granted, the curriculum was traditional. And while
a few of us retain the impression that an electrical
charge encounters resistance along its wire, the date of
the Battle of Hastings, and the definition of some very
big words — these and other scraps of information,
marshalled and regurgitated, played but a small role in
our educational experience. For the adolescent a live
model for behavior is worth more than years of exhor-
tation from lesser men. And L.A. had three gifted mas-
ters — Mr. Grant, Mr. Tower, and Mr. Ferguson —
who taught us how to live, not through being free of
frailty but through knowing who they were and accept-
ing themselves. They lived their beliefs passionately
with few strings attached. Fred Gray did not need to
ask: he knew their names; they knew their names; and
we, accordingly, were blessed.

For his selection of competent and committed facul-
ty, Mr. Gray deserves great credit, but his trust and
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Pamphlet published by die Academy in 1934.
The first page reads: "How long have you been
anticipating them? Have you thought of prep
school as an actuality or as just a vague dream?
Have you thought of it as a group of buildings
pleasantly situated in a country town
surrounded by century-old elms, buildings
properly equipped, broad acres on which to
play, hills and woods in which to walk, pleasant
associates with whom to play and work,
inspiring men to help you in your preparation
for college? Prep School is all of that and
more. For your consideration we present a
glimpse of Lawrence Academy, a college
preparatory school for real boys."

at
ays

LAWRENCE

LAWRENCE ACADEMY
at Qrown Musachuselts

'FQUNOEP 1793
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Sheedy House (on left) and Robbins House along the east side of an unpaved Powder House Road, ca. 1935. The barn behind
Sheedy House was demolished in 1948 to make way for construction of the Gray Building. Sheedy House was torn down in the
summer of 1955. Robbins House was removed in 1962 and replaced by Sheedy Hall.
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restraint in his administration of the school were like-
wise admirable. For 80% of the student body he was a
six-foot-one, 215-pound bear; business-like and slightly
aloof. His presence was the ultimate disciplinary force;
he was there when needed with an arm of iron. It was
only rarely flexed.

One of Fred Gray's enthusiasms was for a firm hand-
shake. Prior to an early "third weekend" he lined up
the troops at the exit, and each satisfied Fred's criteri-
on before he was permitted to embark. "Doc" Healey
recalls the charge: "Not like a wet fish! Not like a vice!"

I remember Fred as a benevolent advisor. I had
received a B in Latin I; I sputtered to a C in Latin II. In
the principal's office Fred enjoined me to repeat Latin
II as a junior and get a B as certification would assure
my admission to Harvard. I took it again: D! Fred was
really serious in the next conference. "Take it again
and get a B!" I did (text open on my lap during the
final — undetected). Horrors, F in the course. There I
sat sheepish in the good shepherd's office. That final
conference ended with this exchange. Fred: "Ed, if I
put a B on your transcript for Latin II, will you promise
never, ever, ever again, to take Latin?" I looked him in
the eye and said, "I do." I didn't get into Harvard; but,
by God, I kept my promise.

Between the Main Building and the Unitarian
Church stood the Dana House, the bottom floor of
which housed the dining hall and kitchen, the second
floor being the quarters of the senior master's family.
To the left of the front entrance was the main dining
area filled by round tables of eight. To the right a par-
lor-type room accommodated four tables. Consequent-
ly, in 1936-37 eight faculty with spouses, 42 seniors,

and 48 undergraduates were comfortably seated — but
ceremoniously. Waiting for grace, we would stand at
our places (assigned to achieve an age-mix for a six-
week period before we musically tripped to the table of
a different master with new tablemates). Arthur
Ferguson would spring a hammer on a bronze bell and
deliver the blessing in rapid-fire manner. (After four
years I discovered that the closing words were "us to
thy service. Amen.") White tablecloths were routine,
and each diner had his personal linen napkin in the
clasp of his own napkin-ring brought from home. In
loco parentis, the masters did what they could to quell
the beast in us and to encourage the decorous.

Once when Mr. Tower was serving portions of the
main course and passing the plates clockwise, the first
plate did not stop at 5 o'clock and "Muscles" at 6
passed it on. Nor did the second plate stop and so it
went for four or five minutes before the bemused
Tower caught on and declared, "All right, people!"

A new chef arrived in 1937, one Earl Terrill. He was
of blocky stature and required thick glasses to oversee
his preparations, which frequently developed as Earl
clenched a cigar in the left side of his face. One of his
regular creations was beef stew with a pastry cover, aptly
labeled "the mystery dish." A swarthy football center,
who was assigned kitchen duties as part of his tuition
grant, one evening was excitedly making the rounds of
selected friends with the repeated hoarse whisper,
"Don't touch the mystery dish tonight!" It seems that
the fellow in washing kitchen shelves had knocked an
Earl Terrill cigar butt irretrievably into the stew!
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Looking northwest from the present location of Spaulding Hall at (left to right) Robbins House and
barn, and Sheedy House and barn. One tower of the Main Building appears in the middle of the
picture. Ca. 1930.
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Looking northwest from Powder House Road towards die old campus: (left to right) Brazer House,
Main Building, Dana House and Bigelow Hall, ca. 1935.
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Norman B. Grant (on left) teaching chemistry, ca. 1935.

The decade of the 1930s with national depression
and rumors of war had its informing influence on
small private schools. At Lawrence few of the faculty or
the student body had resources of sustaining wealth.
Salaries and incomes were commonly within four fig-
ures. Nonetheless we carried on with indigent civility,
wearing jackets and ties to classes and to meals. It was
in sport that animal energies broke free from the wont-
ed austerity. Afternoon practice provided important
recreation, socialization, and entertainment. These
were the fields of our heroes as well.

Related to the economy and to the importance of
athletics in the public perception was the phe-
nomenon of the post-graduate scholar-athlete.
Lawrence Academy in the thirties was one of several
New England prep schools which catered to high
school graduates who needed reconstituted study
habits and further personal maturity. Frequently eight
to fourteen of these older students would arrive on
campus in September with well-developed athletic
skills. There appeared to be substantial tuition abate-
ment for their families, and their geographic origins
made it seem that L.A. had an associate admissions
officer highly placed in the Boston school system.
During the late thirties the senior class was on an aver-
age 45% of the student body. Indeed, the presence of
one-year athletes produced a different school commu-
nity from, say, Groton School, where the social mix is
irrevocably determined by eighth grade, and a certain
amount of inbreeding and limitation of horizon fol-
low. At L.A. there was more color, more off-color, and
more democratic immersion.

It is true that an influx of one-year athletes is no
recipe for success, and several schools have foundered
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without astute admissions and provision for sensitive
guidance. L.A. had great good fortune in the quality of
its post-graduates and in the strong personality and
standards which Norm Grant brought to his coaching
of football, hockey, and baseball.

Coach Grant was the master-in-charge of Sheedy
House, one of two Charles Addams-style Victorian dor-
mitories facing west atop Powder House Road, and it
was axiomatic that the "scholarship boys" would be
quartered there. Norm's touch was light but firm; and
he ran a happy, if occasionally rocking, ship.

L.A. alumni of the early thirties who attained pecu-
liar distinction in sport include Ray "Scooter" MacLean
of the Chicago Bears, later head coach of the Green
Bay Packers (1958) to be succeeded by Vince
Lombardi; Vic Heyliger '33, who, with the Chicago
Blackhawks, became the first U.S.-born professional
hockey player and later coached the University of
Michigan hockey team (1944-57); William J. "Lefty"
Flynn '35, whose countenance glows handsomely in
the College Football Hall of Fame for his various con-
tributions; and Roger Robinson '36, the Duke fullback
in the Blue Devils' Rose Bowl appearance of 1940.
Other stalwarts of that period who played well in col-
lege include John Adzigian at Harvard, Oliver
LaRonde at B.C., Bob Johnson at Wesleyan, and Al
Chapman at Bowdoin.

As Penn State has been called Linebacker U., L.A.
could have been dubbed "End Prep" for sending
"Lefty" Flynn to B.C., Jim Devine to Harvard, "Mo"
Paine to UConn, "Red" McPhail to Syracuse, John
White to Vermont, and Jim Donovan to Hamilton to
captain their teams or to play stellar roles. Immediately

post-war three squad members of 1937 were head foot-
ball coaches at greater-Boston secondary schools: Ed
Knapp at Browne & Nichols, Bill Stewart at Boston
English, and James "Gus" Sullivan at Our Lady's of
Newton. A few years later three alumni had become
athletic directors at their colleges: Flynn at B.C.,
Sullivan at UMass-Boston, and Nick Rodis at Brandeis.
(The three were amused to find that in dieir different
periods they had lived in the same room on the top
floor of Sheedy House.)

In surveying the decade, I have yielded to the old
coach in me and herewith call the dream line-up from
their lazy-boy chairs and from dieir graves. Out to take
his position over the ball lopes ding-toed, 195-pound
Everett G. "Momo" Paine '37 (who never played center
in his life). The guards are snorting bulldog Jim Daly
'37 and the Lexington greyhound "Doc" Healey '38;
the tackles, "Lefty" Flynn '35 and "Moose" Heyliger
'37; and two more English High alums have picket
duty: Jim Devine '36 and Charles J. "Red" McPhail '38.
Assuming his stance under the high cheek-bones of Ev
Paine is shuffling Bobby Ryan '36 (who never played T-
formation quarterback in his life). His flowing coordi-
nation, beautifully controlled passing, and competitive
zeal make him the key to the offense. "Scooter"
MacLean, a non-graduate, can be the deep man in an
I-formation and an occasional flanker. Roger Robinson
'36 and Bob Rutter '38 can be co-fullbacks or diving or
blocking half-backs as the tactics of the moment dic-
tate. Honorable mention should be made of many, but
I despair at reaching a just cut-off point in the list of
names. My apologies!

Teams of the thirties enjoyed average success in a
"tough league." But once we were shut out — during
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the fall of '36 — when ironically the squad seemed
richer in talent than most. There were four tackles
each weighing close to 200 pounds, two bruising full-
backs, and more than a sprinkling of ex-high school
players. The A and B teams were practically inter-
changeable. These were not boys: they were young and
middle-aged men. They huffed and puffed and they
played the typical schedule: Worcester Academy (0-0),
Moses Brown (0-6), Amherst Frosh (0-19), Tilton (0-
13), Tufts Frosh (0-12), Huntington (0-13), and
Cushing (0-13). We were good at blocking extra-points.

Following a highly successful year in sport (1937-38)
capped by a baseball club with two top-drawer pitchers

(Lou Clay '38 and Ed Devine '38, who went on to twirl
for Harvard and Holy Cross respectively), the academ-
ic-athletic emphasis at the school quietly shifted. There
were fewer and less-imposing one-year athletes. On a
cool December afternoon in Exeter, New Hampshire, a
symbolic coup de grace was delivered by Don Bowersox,
"Monkey" Weller, and Nick Katzenbach as the PEA
hoopsters blasted us 97-21. Then Dean and Worcester
Academies likewise scored at will against our puny
quintet. What was wrong could not be fixed. The
Rubicon had been crossed; the face of Lawrence
Academy was rubicund. Two weeks later letters of
regret went out: L.A. cancelled its remaining basketball
schedule.



1942 -1958 "God's Trumpet Wakes the Slumb'ring
World: Now, Each Man to His Post!"

The years of World War II at Lawrence Academy
were solemn and sacrificial; every aspect of

Academy life was affected by the war. "Possible effects
of the present war emergency upon the Academy"
were first discussed by the board at their winter meet-
ing in January, 1942. Principal Gray was empowered by
the trustees "to make such changes as might become
expedient in the light of future events."

In March of 1942, Leighton S. Tower became the
second member of the Academy faculty to depart for
the armed forces. The much respected teacher of his-
tory, debating, Bible study and German had been at
the Academy since 1929. The students presented him
with a gift on the day of his last class and the faculty
convened a few days later for a farewell dinner at the
Groton Inn. Tower's departure was followed at the end
of the school year by Dana Johnson who had been a
member of the faculty for two years. Francis A. Head,
Academy secretary since 1939, also received a leave of
absence to join the Navy.

The headline of die May, 1942 issue of The Elms stat-
ed, "Alumni Lost in Service Mourned." Autumn frolics,
winter carnivals and spring alumni days would be over-
shadowed by the harsh realities of world war during
the next three years. There was no "separate peace" at



296 1942 -1958

Breakfast at 7:20 (long after reveille),
Chapel at 8:15, three mathematics class-
es and then — adventure. Unmade beds,
quadratic equations, lost text books, "fif-
teen units, " unexcused absences, 85 %,
all for the time slip out of focus. The
Academy bell rings the close of recess, the
last straggler climbs two flights of stairs.
Forty minutes of adventure are mine
before my "advanced math" at 11:20.
For the daily mail is on my desk. I am
seldom disappointed. Every day some
word comes from Lawrence boys near
and far. An ever increasing number are
marked "passed by censor. " Masters
make a practice of dropping in inquiring
for recent news from the boys for this
kind of adventure is best when shared
with other friends.

Only urgent, though less interesting
matters postpone my reply. It is soon on
its way.

Fred C. Gray
The Elms

Spring, 1943

Lawrence Academy because her sons were now making
the supreme sacrifice.

The Academy publicly asked itself: "What are we
contributing to the war effort?" The shortage of heat-
ing oil prompted a change over to coal for heating
some of the buildings. The rationing of gasoline and
diminished transportation compelled the Academy to
schedule fewer events (alumni day was cancelled in
1942) and cut back on athletic contests with distant
schools. One interesting result of this was a renewal of
the football rivalry between the Academy and Groton
School from 1942 until 1945. The two schools had not
met on the gridiron since 1917 except for occasional
practice scrimmages.

The Academy's response to the war effort also
included the organization of drilling under "informed
instructors" and a fire fighting group, calisthenics,
advanced mathematics for military purposes (naviga-
tion, surveying, map making and artillery fire), Morse
code instruction, trial blackouts, aircraft identification
and aid to the Red Cross.

A 300-yard commando course which included hur-
dles, a seven foot scaling wall, low bridges and tunnels
was installed on the Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields.
Times were recorded to document each boy's
progress. "Army life is no cinch...The better the physi-
cal fitness, the better for you," advised the school news-
paper.

The Lawrence Front

By the spring of 1942, over seventy-five graduates of

the Academy were in the armed forces of the United
States. "On every battlefront they are doing their part,
on land, sea and in the air to hasten the day of victory,"
declared Principal Gray in The Elms; "Four of them
have already made the supreme sacrifice and two are
in prison camps."

A large service flag, representing Academy alumni
engaged in the war, hung in Fred Gray's office in the
Main Building. A broad red border framed a white
field that contained a blue star for each member of the
Academy community in the armed forces and a gold
star for each casualty. Elizabeth Gray, the principal's
wife, sewed the stars to the flag and remembers: "Fred
felt very badly about sending the boys off to war and
was often depressed. At one point he went off to
Boston to enlist but was convinced that he should
remain at the Academy."

150th Anniversary Year

The one hundred fiftieth anniversary year of
Lawrence Academy began in the summer of 1942 with
the discreet purchase of Miss Jennie Thayer's house.
Just south of the F. G. Lawrence House along Powder
House road, it was built in the early 1850s and pur-
chased by the trustees for $4,750 in July. It was not
used as a dormitory until 1949 when it was dedicated
to Alfred Enoch Pillsbury. Surrounded by die existing
campus, the house and property were unique and it is
clear tiiat the trustees were pursuing an expansion of
the campus in spite of the war.

The 1942-1943 academic year at the Academy was
shortened by two weeks in order to release the student
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The Academy staff surrounding Principal Gray at his desk in 1942 (left to right): Arthur W. Ferguson, Fred P.
Morrison, Robert W. Darling, Harold E. Hall, Edwin A. Litde, David P. Long, Leighton S. Tower, Everett W. Holt,
Dana D.Johnson and Norman B. Grant.

To the Lawrence men smashing in
tanks across Germany, dropping from the
skies behind enemy lines, driving
through scorched islands in the Pacific,
soaring through the blue of the day and
the black of the night — to the Lawrence
men serving in all capacities in all parts
of the world, we humbly dedicate this
Year Book.

Nor are we unmindful of those whose
sacrifices are symbolized by the stars of
gold. The world of the future will be
brighter and better as the -never fading
light from these stars shines on.

We guard zealously each star and
swell with pride that those men, who but
yesterday were laughing boys on the elm-
tree shaded hillside, have heard the call
of their country and have answered it.

The 1945 Lawrencian

When I have spoken to the
Graduating Class for the last several
years, our minds, aside from our studies,
have been pretty generally focused upon
the progress of the war. Little thought
was given to the conditions that would
confront us after the termination of the
conflict-

Today the fighting still continues in
the Pacific, but tlie war in Europe is over,
and we are now beginning to think
about other problems that confront us.
We are wondering in what kind of a
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Lawrence Academy Property thmtxt in red.
1. The Dr. Frederick W. Lcvis House
2. Toe Dr. Sii"'l A. Cin,n II,,,,,
3. The Briet Store
4. The May Home
5. The Richards Home
6. The Gerrith House
7. The Dodge Cottage
S. TheGretonlnn
9. Th, ll',,lrr, House

10. The Brit Pariih Meetitg-Hout
11. The Paneitate »/ the Fine Par
12. Th. T. (•. Cmrnne Urn,
1.1. The Thayer Home
14. The Connelly Houte
15. Th, inmhnj. L. SheeJr lion,
16. Th, Rohhin: H,«,r
17. The Ekn Home
18. The Lawrence Part Houie
!9...Thc Miehael SheeJy Home

20. The Ifmthnp L. SheeJy Heu,
21. %.fa» Hall
22. Dana Horn,
23. Mmininraihn BW/WJ-T-
24. V" Bnizrr Hti.f,
25. The Dr. Brantgan Home
26. The Lomhorpc School
27. The RoUmon Home
28. The Laneaner Home
29. The Sturtevant Home
30. The GiHe Home
31. The Theinbun Home
32. Th, CcnJr, Cotuge
33. The Palmer Home
34. The Mam Home
35. The Mrs. A'.™,,.. //>»,»
J6. The KiHeurn Home
37. The Library
3S. The Stuan K. Sheedy House
39. The Dr. Ayres Home
40. The Snihard Home
41. The Lancaster Drug Store
42. The High School

43. The Restaurant
44. The Post Office
45. The Cutler Home
46. The Connolly Home
47. The Mountain Horn,
48. The Smart CM Heu
49. The Mountain CelUg,

• 50. The Coif Club

-/-.GOLF-COURSE

fr:'
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LAWRENCE
ACADEMY

FOUNDED IT93

GR.OTON "IK>
MASSACHUSETTS

The first map of the campus was designed in 1942 by Stanley Scott and it appeared as the centerfold of Academy catalogues for the next twenty-five years.



1942 -1958 299

body early for participation in war work during sum-
mer vacation. Classes were conducted six days a week
instead of the customary five days and seniors inducted
into war service were awarded the Academy's diploma,
"'honoris causa'...provided they are diploma candi-
dates, have completed at least one full term of their
senior year, and are in good standing in scholarship
and conduct." The trustees voted against a summer ses-
sion at the Academy and stated "that the war emergen-
cy will be served best by making the students free to
engage in activities related to the war effort."

The catalogue of the Academy was redesigned for
the sesquicentennial year. Dated photographs of build-
ings and interiors used in previous catalogues were
replaced with stylish pen and ink drawings by Stanley
Scott. The first map of the campus was also designed
by Scott and it appeared as the centerfold of Academy
catalogues for more than twenty-five years.

TheElms, published for Christmas, 1942, dedicated six
of its eight pages to alumni war news entitled, "The
Lawrence Front." By this time over one hundred and
seventy-two "Lawrence men" were enrolled in the armed
services as were the following Academy masters (in addi-
tion to Tower, Head, Johnson and Cushman): Everett
W. Holt, Edwin A. Little, Chester W. Pursell, David D.
Malcolm, Clarence Taylor and Jacob Mosser. Robert W.
Darling left the Academy in 1943 to teach in the Navy
training program at Williams College; he joined the
Navy in 1945. Turnover of the Academy teaching staff
during the war years was considerable but the triumvi-
rate remained: Principal Gray, Senior Master Arthur
Ferguson and Athletic Director Norman B. Grant.

Solemnity marked the graduation exercises on May

15, 1943, at the First Parish Meeting House. The
Academy service flag hung over the chancel, "a striking
symbol of the heroic part Lawrence boys are playing in
the present world crisis." Governor Saltonstall was
scheduled to address the graduates but was replaced at
the last minute. About 450 guests gathered on the cam-
pus for lunch after the exercises. It was "an ideal warm
spring day," wrote a student; "marred only by the
thoughts of our young men now serving in all branch-
es of the country's services." The sesquicentennial of
Lawrence Academy, eclipsed by world war, was
acknowledged through spirit and prayer rather than
with fanfare and celebration.

An eighth gold star was added to the service flag in
the summer of 1943 at which time Principal Gray
reported to the trustees that a total of 347 graduates of
the past eighteen years at Lawrence Academy were
engaged in the armed services. The statistic is com-
pelling when one considers that the total number of
graduates since 1925 totaled almost five hundred.
Therefore, seventy perce'it of the students during
Principal Fred Gray's career at Lawrence Academy
were engaged in World War II.

Changes in the routine of the Academy continued.
The usual procedure of physical exams for the boys at
the beginning of the school year was extended to
include the standard Navy physical fitness examina-
tion. "Very excellent results were obtained," boasted
the school newspaper; "the average score compares
favorably with the scores achieved by much older
groups."

Non-contact sports were eliminated from the athlet-
ic program in the fall of 1943 "in deference to the

world we are going to live. You will have
the opportunity and duty to do your part
in shaping a better world than we have
had in the past.

The all important question facing us,
as well as all other free nations of the
globe, is how to form a proper world orga-
nization so that another conflict, which
would end all civilization, cannot hap-
pen. This will not be an easy accomplish-
ment. However, I want to particularly
speak about today as it concerns our own
country. We have a problem in the
United States to decide how we can
return to our former free enterprise sys-
tem, that system which has made this
country the greatest nation on earth.
There has come to this country a demand
for personal security, even at the sacrifice
of freedom. The government would see
that all had a good job, a good home, free
medical care, social security. If small
businessmen were not successful the gov-
ernment would come to their aid. If farm-
ers were not able to ear a good living, the
all powerful government would help
them out.

Now there can be but one end to this
policy if continued and that end is the
dictation by the Federal Government over
all of our lives.

I don't believe you or any thoughtful
person in America wants this to happen.
The trouble is people do not realize where
we are going.

As we study the history of countries
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who have carried out the same program
as proposed by many people in the
United States, we realize we are on the
same road here in America as that trav-
elled by those totalitarian countries. Let
us realize that neither business, labor, or
government, can guarantee us our eco-
nomic security and leave us our civil lib-
erty and personal freedom.

I hope you boys, as you leave
Lawrence Academy, will fight this pater-
nalistic policy, and depend upon your
own initiative, and carry out the ideas as
exemplified by General John Stark, hero
of the Battle of Bennington, when he
gave the advice to a group of his friends
on his 81st birthday; "Live free or die. "

Mr. Gray tells me that at the present
time 469 Lawrence Academy boys are
serving in our Armed Forces, and that
17 have made the supreme sacrifice. I
want you to know that those among you
who are called into the service have the
sincere best wishes of all those connected
with Lawrence Academy.

As I present you with these diplomas
which are evidence of work well done, we
wish you the best of good luck, and to
each and every one of you, Godspeed.

Huntley N. Spaulding
Graduating exercises

May 19, 1945

requests of the armed forces." Soccer (the first time in
Academy history) and a physical fitness class (calisthen-
ics, touch football and obstacle course running) were
substituted for fall tennis and golf.

The death of alumni in the war continued and the
response of the Academy community grew more pro-
found and climacteric. On one occasion in the spring
of 1944, the mother of a current student and an alum-
nus in the armed forces rushed to the Academy to
share with Principal Gray the tragic news of her son's
death which she had just received.

Raymond Carter and Roy Elmore Davis began their
illustrious careers as members of the Academy faculty
in the fall of 1944. Davis was born in Maine and a grad-
uate of Gould Academy and Bowdoin College. Prior to
his arrival at the Academy, he served on the faculties of
Bediel High School and Wassookeag Prep in Maine.

A "motion picture projector" was purchased by the
trustees which enabled faculty member Leroy I. Woods
to show movies throughout the year. Coach Grant's
football movies were also very popular.

President Roosevelt died in April; the war in
Europe ended on "V. E. Day," May 8, 1945; and the
Class of 1945 donated a $50 war bond to the endow-
ment of the Academy. As Principal Gray completed
twenty years of service to the Academy, the atomic age
commenced.

World War II ended on August 14th. War dead were
estimated at thirty-five million plus ten million in Nazi
concentration campus. Twenty alumni of Lawrence
Academy died in the war.

Joseph William Ahem, Jr. '37
William Edward Boyden.Jr. '42
Richard Alvin Carmichael '35
Charles Henry Davis '41
John Joseph Devine '38
Edward Leo Donahue '41
William Timothy Donovan '37
Daniel Francis Driscoll, Jr. '42
Edwin F. Fuller '35
John Francis Girdziewski '38
Charles Rowley Gordon '39
Robert Copeland Horton '40
Bryce H. Kiberd '44
Andrew Joseph McLaughlin '38
Charles Arnold Morgan '37
Edward Pitcairn Morris '36
Richard Lindsay Nowlin '39
Gardner Durfee Randall '32
John Hilton Starr '37
Irwin Harold Zura '39

The Post-War Era

The post-war era at the Academy recommenced the
"new era in the development of Lawrence Academy" as
defined by the trustees in the late 1930s.

Throughout the war years the Academy budget was
balanced; an admirable record when one considers
that the cost of living in the United States rose by
almost 30% in 1944. Treasurer Sheedy reported each
year "that all bills were paid to date and funds would
be available to meet all bills."

John Hart Manning, a trustee of the Academy since



1942 -1958 301

1921, died in 1945. Born in Andover in 1858, Manning
was a graduate of Phillips Academy and Amherst
College. He was the principal of Groton High School
from 1888 until 1913 when he became superintendent
of the Groton public school system. Manning was an
"invaluable addition to our board," states his testimoni-
al in the trustees' minutes; "He took an active interest
in the reorganization of the Academy and made a thor-
ough investigation of the courses of study and work of
the school."

Leighton S. Tower and Francis A. Head returned to
the Academy staff in the fall of 1945. The student pop-
ulation totaled ninety-four, sixty-four of whom played
football on three teams. The first freshman football
team, dubbed "the most glorious football eleven on
Shumway Field," was called the "88th Club" and fea-
tured among its participants, John B. Ferguson and
Norman B. Grant, Jr., members of the Class of 1949.

Principal Gray opened the fall meeting of the board
in October, 1945, with an explanation of the problems
facing the Academy: "equipment, living accommoda-
tions for married teachers, classrooms and classroom
furniture, dining room, assembly room and gymnasi-
um." The only themes he did not discuss were the
intellectual and spiritual life of the Academy — and
those the principal continued to have well under con-
trol.

The principal's speech was a manifesto which
prompted the board to respond immediately. They
voted to "make a study of Robbins and Sheedy Houses
with a view to renovation...[and]...instruct the Building
Committee to study plans for a new building to con-
tain a gymnasium, an auditorium, eating accomoda-

tions, and such other provisions as seem desirable."
Trustees Sheedy (chairman), Little, Stearns, Conant
and Tower were appointed to the Building Committee
by President Spaulding.

Progress by the Building Committee was delayed
because they could not find the architectural plans
that were presented to the board in 1939. Then the
chairman of the committee died on September 25,
1946.

Michael Sheedy, Jr.
1856 -1946

Michael Sheedy, Jr., native son and lifelong resident
of Groton, was the embodiment of Lawrence Academy
and one of the town's most preeminent citizens.
Admired for his sterling character, wise counsel and
loyalty to friends, Michael Sheedy was a well-built,
short man, with curly black hair, deep-set twinkling
blue eyes, and a full moustache. "Every inch a gentle-
man," Sheedy was known for wearing a black derby hat
in the winter and a boater in the summer.

Sheedy attended the local grammar school and
Lawrence Academy (1871 and 1872) but departed "to
go to work" without receiving a diploma. After six years
as clerk in a Groton store, Sheedy joined the wholesale
grocery establishment of Howard W. Spurr &
Company of Boston as a buyer and salesman.

Nancy Grace Reed of Lowell became the wife of
Michael Sheedy in 1886 and the mother of their two
sons: Harold Reed (Class of 1907) and Winthrop
Lawrence (Class of 1909). Two years after their mar-

To Michael Sheedy, Esq.
The Lawrence Academy at Groton,

Massachusetts, cannot ever fully dis-
charge its obligation for his long and
interested service.

He was a student here for two terms in
1871-72; was elected a Trustee in 1894;
and since 1898 has served as Treasurer
of the Board.

Thus he has been associated with "The
Academy" for three score years and ten
and has labored unremittingly in its
behalf for almost half a century.

During this latter period his services
have been marked by continued devotion
and loyalty. He has given without stint
of his talent, of his time, and of his
money. No man ever identified himself
more completely with the best interests of
an institution. In him abide the finest
traditions and aims of the school he has
served so long and well.

We, the Alumni and Members of the
Fathers' Association, extend to him hearty
greetings and here record our sincere
affection and respect.

Frank D. Tanner, President of Alumni
Association

Ray A. Ilg, President of Fathers'
Association

Huntley N. Spaulding, President of
Board of Trustees

Fred Clifton Gray, Principal
Testimonial presented

December 30, 1940
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Mr. Spaulding, Architect Dirlam and
the committee members expressed satisfac-
tion over the fact that the plans as they
now stand provide all of the sought-for
and necessary features to accomodate a
school of two hundred boys and that the
cost per cubic foot for this new building is
a shade under 66 cents.

Minutes of the twelfth
meeting of the Building Committee

July 12, 1948

...As for my part in getting his build-
ing for Lawrence —forget it, for at best
it was mighty small though I do like to
kid myself into believing that I may in a
slight degree have helped stimulate Mr.
Spaulding's interest in the school.
Anyway, once this building is in opera-
tion you yourself iirill be in a far better
position to compete with your rivals in
securing new boys. How you have been
able to date to do what you, have done
will always be a mystery to me. But that
alone more than justifies the trustees in
their unanimous decision to place your
name on this significant addition to the
academy's outfit...

Alfred E. Stearns
in a letter to Fred Gray,

September 28, 1948

Michael Sheedy, Academy student (1871 to 1872),
trustee (1894 to 1946), and Treasurer of the Board
(1898 to 1946). He was "possessed with the vision of
the Lawrence that is to be."

riage, Sheedy bought the house (now the Alumni/
Development House) at the turn of Powder House
Road which was owned by the Bond family and called
"the Henry Bancroft place." Ironically, Sheedy's father
— an immigrant from Ireland who became a natural-
ized citizen in 1860 — worked on the property when it
was owned by Henry Bancroft. Built about 1840, it was
in Michael Sheedy's opinion "an ideal country home"
with unequalled proximity to the Academy campus
and town. For the next fifty-eight years, Michael
Sheedy was a familiar figure along Powder House
Road. "He was a very early riser," recalls Elizabeth
Gray; "Fred and Mr. Sheedy would meet every morning
on Powder House Road and walk around the
grounds."

Michael Sheedy's dedication to civic projects was
impassioned. He served as chairman of the Building
Committee for construction of the Groton Public
Library in 1893. Four years later, he was one of the
original seventeen men who formed the Groton Water
Company which laid the first water mains in the vil-
lage. In 1899 Sheedy turned his interests to manufac-
turing when he founded the Groton Leatherboard
Company with four partners.

"As years went by, his devotion to the Academy grew
to a passion, almost an obsession," wrote an admirer.
"He was familiar with every phase of school life, from
basement plumbing to the human teacher in the class-
room." Sheedy's love for the school is unparalleled in
its history. He became a trustee in 1894, treasurer in
1898, and served until his death.

Perhaps the single greatest pleasure that Michael
Sheedy, Jr. received from Lawrence Academy occurred
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on December 30, 1940. The Academy Alumni
Association and the Fathers' Association met in joint
session at the Boston City Club to honor him for
almost fifty years of devoted service. The banquet was
well attended (over one hundred) and letters were
read from the oldest alumnus, Albert F. Conant, Class
of 1862 ("I owe the school thanks"), Principal
Bingham ("If the weather shall be propitious for an
old man to be out, I shall be very happy to be there")
and Principal Clough ("Mr. Sheedy was ever ready to
listen to me when I needed anything...Lawrence
Academy is what it is today largely through the efforts
of Mr. Michael Sheedy"). Two items were presented to
the honoree: a testimonial in the form of a "hand
engrossed resolution" and die diploma he had never
received from Lawrence Academy.

The dedication of the 1947 Laxurencian to Michael
Sheedy, Jr. contains a quotation from Longfellow:
"When a great man dies, for years the light he leaves
behind him, lies on the paths of men."

The path that die trustees of Lawrence Academy fol-
lowed after the death of Michael Sheedy, Jr. was clearly
illuminated by his great works and inspiration. His
passing literally marked the end of the trustees' con-
nection with the nineteenth century and the "old
Academy." The modern campus, east of Powder House
Road, was about to emerge.

Steak, Jane Russell and Football

There was no confusion by the Class of 1947
between their favorite movie actress (Jane Russell) and
their most admired woman (Helen Keller). Forty-three

Procession leaving the Main Building in 1948.
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...The only reason this building is
being built is because of the outstanding
work that Fred C. Gray has done in mak-
ing the Academy what it is today.

Huntley N. Spaulding
in a letter to Fred Gray,

April 21, 1949

To set the cause above renown,
To love the game beyond the prize,
To honor, while you strike him down,
The foe that comes with fearless eyes;
To count the life of battle good
And dear the land that gave you

birth,
And dearer yet the brotherhood
That binds the brave of all the earth.

Sir Henry Newbolt
[1862—1938]

"Clifton Chapel." Stanza 2

One of the boys swore at me. I told Mr.
Gray that I won't work anywhere that
people swear at me. He was furious and
called the boy in and said, "O.K., pack
your bag. You're going home for at least
a week." Mr. Gray -was busy. Fergie was
busy. So Elizabeth Gray and I took the
boy home. We're on Route 40, we hadn't
gone very far and the boy says, "Mrs.
Grant, I left an important textbook at
school. " We turn around and go back to

members of the graduating class included a number of
World War II veterans. Combined with seventy "under-
graduates," Academy enrollment was impressive and
many qualified applicants were being turned down.
Increased demand for admission prompted the
trustees to raise tuition for the 1947-1948 school year
to $1200 (from $1000) for boarding students and to
$225 (from $175) for non-boarding students.
Momentum of the Academy, for years evanescent, was
now palpable.

Winthrop Lawrence Sheedy '09 was elected to the
board in January, 1947, succeeding his father as trea-
surer. Francis Head was elected assistant treasurer at
the same meeting. As the newest trustee and treasurer
of the board, Sheedy provided the Academy with its
next purchase of real estate in September. He sold the
Henry M. Adams House on Main Street to the
Academy for $12,000 and received the "sincere grati-
tude of the Board for his generosity in setting the price
so far below its market value." Built in die early 1900s
and distinguished by the architectural detail of its
porches and turret on one side, the property was
renamed Loomis House for Elihu Goodman Loomis
(Class of 1870; trustee 1900 to 1930) and opened as a
dormitory for fourteen boys in 1948.

Gymnasium, Dining Hall and Recreation
Building

A fund-raising campaign was quietly launched in
early 1947 although "no formal action was taken" by
the board. By June, the effort was described in the
minutes of the board as "the drive now in progress"
and headed by Principal Gray who was being advised

by trustees Stearns, Conant and Sheedy. (Tower and
Grant later joined this group to constitute the New
Building Committee.)

After luncheon at the Groton Inn as guests of
President Spaulding, the fall 1947 meeting of the
board convened in Principal Gray's office. Secretary
Tower read the minutes of the previous meeting and
Principal Gray reported an enrollment of one hundred
thirty boys. President Spaulding announced that he
and his wife had decided to give Lawrence Academy
$200,000 toward the construction of a new building
and expressed the hope that an additional $100,000
could be raised from other sources. Spaulding then
introduced the architect, Arland A. Dirlam, who
showed preliminary plans for the proposed building.
The trustees adjourned to inspect various sites and
decided to locate the new building behind the parson-
age of the First Parish Church.

The trustees' first bid of $600 for the property was
declined by the church. The board authorized Princi-
pal Gray to increase the Academy's bid to $1000 which
was also rejected by the First Parish Church. By January,
1948, with architectural and engineering plans under-
way, $220,000 towards a $400,000 construction estimate
pledged, diere was still no site for the new building.

The Connolly property on the east side of Powder
House Road was suggested. Situated between the
Thayer House and the Winthrop L. Sheedy House, it
was the only property between the parsonage and the
Ebert House (now Dr. Green House) not owned by the
Academy. When trustee Winthrop Sheedy contacted
Mrs. (Dennis) Connolly about the land behind her
home, she responded that it was not for sale — but she
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would give it to the Academy as a gift. The trustees ex-
pressed their appreciation with an "offer to improve
the grounds about her house and to paint the house."

The site of the new building was defined in April,
1948, as follows: "...the center of the portico is midway
between the Sheedy House and the Connolly House,
with the front line of the portico in line with die north-
east corner of the Sheedy barn." The Sheedy House
barn, for many years a setting for student mischievous-
ness, was the only structure torn down to make way for
the new building.

The H. P. Cummings Construction Company of
Ware, Massachusetts, submitted the lowest bid and was
hired in July at which time the total estimated cost of
die building was $438,333. With available funds of only
$314,261, the board established a $125,000 credit line
widi die First National Bank of Boston and expressed
their gratitude to Mr. Spaulding "for his willingness to
sign a note making this loan possible."

The ground breaking ceremony for die gymnasium,
dining hall and recreation building occured on July
26, 1948. Among those in attendance was newly elect-
ed trustee, Malcolm F. MacNeil, die fadier of alumnus,
Norman Edward MacNeil '47.

The significance of die new building in die history
and design of the Academy is patent. The only addi-
tions to die physical facilities of die school during the
twentieth century were the acquisitions of private
homes contiguous to die campus and converted into
dormitories. And only diree buildings over a period of
one hundred fifty-five years were constructed by the
Academy: the original schoolhouse (1793), Bigelow

Robert S. Shepherd teaching English under die bust of William
Lawrence in die library of die Main Building, ca. 1950.
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Lawrence and pick up the school book.
We started off again. We drove quite a
long way, almost into Lowell when he
decided he had left behind another booh.
I turned the car around, put on the gas,
came back and he got the book. I told
him that I will not make the trip again
for books he had forgotten. I gave him
quite a lecture about his problems.
Twenty years later, he got out of his car
and ran up to me and said, "Mrs.
Grant, that was the greatest lesson I ever
had in my life. Thank you. "

Catherine Grant
October, 1990

Your committee recommends the estab-
lishment of scholarships in honor of
Huntley N. and Harriet M. Spaulding.
These scholarships shall provide for full
tuition, room and board. They shall be
awarded on the basis of scholastic apti-
tude, character, personality, general
promise and financial need. Candidates
for the Freshman and Sophomore classes
shall be eligible. Beginning with
September 1950, one scholarship shall be
awarded at the start of each school year.
While it is presumed that the winner of a
Spaulding Scholarship shall enjoy its
benefits for a full three or four year
course, the scholarship may be revoked at
any time for such reasons as low grades
or unsatisfactory qualities of citizenship.

Huntley Nowell Spaulding, Academy student from
1883 to 1885, trustee from 1907 to 1955, and President
of the Board from 1934 to 1953.

Hall (1864), and the second schoolhouse (1871). Had
the original site for the new building (behind the First
Parish parsonage) been utilized, the center of the cam-
pus as we know it today might not have emerged.

The Fred. C. Gray Building

Elizabeth Gray remembers her husband's return
from the meeting of the trustees in September, 1948.
"Fred believed the new gymnasium and dining hall
building would be named for one of the trustees. He
stood there looking as if he had just had the breath
knocked out of him. He said, 'Elizabeth, you'll never
guess what happened. They're going to name the new
building for me.' What did you say? I asked him. 'I
stood there like a dumb fool,' he replied."

It was President Spaulding's suggestion that the new
building be named in honor of the principal and, in
addition, Spaulding told his fellow trustees that it was
the earnest wish of his wife. The board was not about
to disappoint Harriet M. Spaulding.

The laying of the cornerstone of the new building
was celebrated on Saturday, November 6, 1948. (The
date was chosen because of a home football game).
Thirty-two members of the glee club, under the direc-
tion of Arthur Ferguson, performed the hymns
"America," "Faith of Our Fathers," the anthem "Prayer
of Thanksgiving," and the school song. Dr. Donald A.
Martin '28 spoke on behalf of the alumni and Ray A.
Ilg, president of the fathers association, offered a
response from parents. Architect Dirlam presented a
trowel to President Spaulding who graciously applied
cement to the cornerstone. Trustee Alfred E. Stearns
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delivered the keynote address and the ceremonies
were concluded with a benediction by Reverend John
F. Burns '40.

Almost one year later, on October 15, 1949, the
Fred C. Gray Building was dedicated; the principal
speaker of the exercises was Dr. Leonard Carmichael,
the president of Tufts College. The furnishings for the
lounge and trustees' room in the building were a gift
of trustee MacNeil who had assumed the position of
"vice-chairman in charge of finances" for the building.
Huntley Spaulding and his wife contributed an addi-
tional $100,000 towards the building which, when
entirely furnished, cost almost $500,000. Politic gifts of
$2000 each were donated to the Academy by both the
contractor and architects of the new building.

The Thayer House (Pillsbury) was refurnished and
used as a freshman dormitory for the first time in the
fall of 1949, an academic year when the trustees once
again increased tuition charges: $1350 for boarding
students and $250 for day students.

Life at the Academy was significantly improved by
the Gray Building. Its spacious new dining hall —
designed to seat 250 — was a completely different
experience from the overcrowded dining facilities in
the first floor rooms of Dana House. The principal's
long table at the far end of the new dining room
presided over "the gathering at table of a large and
happy family," as described by the announcement
brochure for the facility. Round tables seated eight stu-
dents — presided over by either a member of the fac-
ulty or student council — where "wholesome
intimacy...[and]...the basis of sound education" were
fostered.

The MacNeil Lounge made a unique contribution
to the personal life of the school. Its large fieldstone
fireplace was built under Principal Gray's personal
supervision. (The principal was an avid mason, having
rebuilt all of the chimneys at the family farm in
Rochester, New Hampshire.) In addition to its func-
tion as a meeting place before and after meals, the
lounge became the center of extracurricular activi-
ties.

A wooden plaque was set over the entrance to the
gymnasium with a couplet from the poem "Clifton
Chapel" by the English man of letters Henry Newbolt
(1862-1938): "To set the cause above renown, To love
the game beyond the prize."

The new gymnasium was equipped with rollaway
bleachers to furnish seating for 500 and was spacious
enough for 750 chairs when used as a theatre or lec-
ture hall. The 26' by 40' stage was a dramatic improve-
ment over the facility in the Main Building which
could now be "released for academic use exclusively."
The 23rd Autumn Frolic played to an appreciative
audience of close to 700.

The 1950 basketball team, the first to compete in
the new gymnasium, compiled one of the best records
in the history of L.A. basketball (11 wins, 3 loses). The
season included a victory over Governor Dummer (39-
13) which inaugurated the new gym floor and first
time victories over both Exeter and Andover.

A new wrestling room in the basement of the Gray
Building prompted the addition of that sport to the
winter athletic program in 1950. Coached by Robert S.
Shepherd, who arrived at the Academy in the fall of

All students while holding such awards
shall be known as Spaulding Scholars.

Special Scholarship Committee
Report to the board, January, 1950

Mr. Gray read a letter from a repre-
sentative of the Liberty Mutual
Insurance Company. This letter resulted
from an inspection of Academy
Buildings and contained recommenda-
tions looking to the elimination of possi-
ble fire hazards.

Trustees' minutes
January 19, 1952

Principal Gray pointed out the need
of new buildings, and particularly the
need of classrooms and better provision
for the study of science. It was voted to
request Architect Dirlam to draw plans
of a building that would provide for this
need.

Trustees' minutes
January 28, 1956
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A Man and a School
Fire may destroy a school building but

it cannot destroy a good school.
The point is pertinent to the blaze that

wrecked the main building of Lawrence
Academy up in Groton last Sunday
afternoon. That building, erected in
1870, was a landmark in Groton's main
street. It housed many of the Academy's
important facilities. The foss is bound to
be severe, for it costs plenty these days to
replace so large a structure.

But good schools have a way of over-
coming such problems. It is the purpose
and the standards and the leadership
that make a teaching institution, no
matter how old or ivied or hallowed its
buildings.

So it has been with Lawrence.
Established in 1793, the Academy went
quietly along its way until shortly after
the first World War when various trou-
bles beset it and it was forced to close for
three or four years. Many thought it was
finished. But it reopened, and after a
brief, but difficult period, it began the
advance to its present position.

As with Deerfield, Groton School and
many another of New England's distin-
guished secondary schools, one man has
provided the leadership at Lawrence.
When Fred C. Gray arrived as headmas-
ter in 1925, most of the boys and faculty
had departed with the previous adminis-
tration. Mr. Gray began with 21 boys
and a faculty of three. Now Lawrence

1948 to teach French and English, the first wrestling
team eagerly awaited its only match with Cushing
Academy. The match was cancelled and the season
came to an end prompting die yearbook to boast that
the team had "no losses, no ties, no wins, and one
match almost fought." The first formal wresding sea-
son with a schedule of seven matches did not occur
until 1957.

Principal Gray's Illness

Fred Gray suffered from stomach ulcers throughout
the 1940s. Twenty-five years of zealous and intense
work for the Academy had taken its toll on the princi-
pal. The war years and his unbounded efforts for the
new building were particularly stressful. Principal Gray
traveled extensively to raise money for the school,
recruit prospective students and visit alumni. Parents
concerned about their sons would often call upon the
principal for advice and help even after graduation
from the Academy.

The principal was hospitalized during the winter of
1950 and underwent a subtotal gastrectomy. The
Academy and town responded with an extraordinary
blood drive and outpouring of concern. In the princi-
pal's absence, the Academy was headed by its senior
master, Arthur Ferguson, who had been assisting the
principal in that capacity for over twenty years.
Catherine Grant, secretary to Principal Gray since
1942, also enhanced the continuous operations of the
Academy. She would portray "Horatius at the bridge"
for not only Principal Fred Gray, but also future
Headmasters Ferguson and Williams.

Principal Gray returned to his work by the spring.
His absence from the Academy was conspicuous, par-
ticularly in the pictures of die 1950 Lawrencian. Senior
Master Ferguson assumed the central chair in the fac-
ulty portrait, a position he coveted but would not
assume for another eight years.

The Class of 1950 was the largest in the history of
the school and the first to receive their diplomas in the
Fred C. Gray Building. Out of seventy-one members of
the class, thirty-three attended the Academy for only
one year. When combined with sixty-four undergradu-
ates, the record enrollment for the year totalled 135
boys. After 1950 the four classes of the school became
more evenly divided (the number of seniors in 1951
dropped to thirty-nine).

The Spaulding Scholarship

The Spaulding Scholarship was conceived by
Principal Gray in the fall of 1949 to honor the generos-
ity of Huntley and Harriet Spaulding. The award,
"based on scholastic aptitude, character, personality,
general promise and financial need," provided for full
tuition, room and board for a member of the fresh-
man or sophomore class.

The first recipient of the scholarship arrived at
Lawrence Academy in the fall of 1950 from Tokyo.
Yoshinao Nakada was the son of Nobunao Nakada, a
student at the Academy in 1929. Because of govern-
mental restrictions by the American Occupational
Forces, the Nakada family lacked funds for dieir son's
transportation to the Academy. Not only were those
expenses assumed by trustee MacNeil but the MacNeil
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family adopted Yoshi throughout his Academy (Class
of 1954) and Harvard University years (A.B., M.S.,
Ph.D.).

Why did Principal Gray, with the unanimous
approval of the trustees, select a native Japanese boy
who spoke no English as the first Spaulding Scholar in
1950? (Yoshi flunked the English examination for a
passport to the U.S. which required Principal Gray to
assure the American Embassy in Japan that he would
be taught English.) The choice of a Japanese student
was an expression of die secular mission and the non-
denominational, nondiscriminatory values upheld by
Lawrence Academy. Only five years after World War II,
with America plagued by Communism and the Korean
conflict, Principal Gray challenged the Academy com-
munity to confront prejudice and discrimination. His
design for the Academy was "to make the democratic
ideal a living experience for all its students."

The selection of all future Spaulding Scholars was
largely determined by the results of a required exami-
nation comprising a general aptitude test and achieve-
ment tests in English, arithmetic, history and
geography. The examination was administered at the
Academy each spring to candidates who were remind-
ed: "As The Lawrence Academy is strictly a college
preparatory school, only students planning to go to
college should apply."

Historically, the scholarship, policy of the Academy
was defined by the preceptor, headmaster or principal
(in their capacity as head of admissions) bringing the
financial needs of a particular student to the attention
of the board of trustees. (Of course, there were excep-
tions to this process when the inquiry was reversed.)

The earliest surviving statistic from Academy records is
the number of scholarships granted between 1926 and
1953: 1,153.

Lobsters and New Dormitories

The fall meeting of the board in September, 1950,
was distinguished for two reasons: the trustees were
served lunch in the dining room of the Gray Building
and then convened to meet for the first time in the
Trustees Room. One year later, the trustees "met in
the Academy dining room with the student body and
enjoyed a lobster dinner thru the courtesy of trustee
Malcolm MacNeil who provided a generous supply of
lobster."

Principal Gray began to lobby die trustees in 1952
for the construction of new dormitories. A Planning
Committee delivered a report in June which prompted
the board to "proceed towards securing adequate liv-
ing quarters for 60 boys...[and]...to secure a 'regional
plan' of die future building requirements."

The Connolly property was purchased in the fall of
1952 and the house immediately demolished. The evo-
lution of the modern campus continued — if only to
create open space.

Architect Arland A. Dirlam's "plot plan showing
future development" of the Academy is a fascinating
document because none of its specific designs were
ever implemented. A new library was proposed direcdy
south of the Gray Building (the present site of
Spaulding Hall). Two new dormitories face each other
to the west of die Gray Building and two future dormi-

has a capacity enrollment of some 160
students, fine new buildings, and a
assured future, fire or no fire. It has sent
1100 boys to college since Fred Gray came
down from Whitefield, N.H., over 30
years ago to take over a faltering institu-
tion.

New England's prep school tradition
is built on just such achievement as that.
Lawrence has risen above greater reverses
than this fire, serious though it is.

Editorial in
The Worcester Telegram

May 29, 1956
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The barracks that went up was one of
the great things for the school at that
time. It brought the whole school together.
It made people realize that we were going
someplace or why the hell were we doing
it. Teaching in that barracks with paper
thin walls was interesting. I think the
teaching, grades and success was better
than we ever had. Study hall was set up
in the basement of Spaulding Hall.
Ceiling tiles were installed to deaden the
sound. I remember Fergie saying, "Make
sure you put a wall nut on each corner. "
He was referring to a glob of glue for
each corner. He had more fun with his
"wall nut" routine. "Are your wall nuts
right?" he would ask.

Roberts. Shepherd
April, 1991

...It was a happy day for Lawrence
Academy when Fred C. Gray decided to
come to Groton to make a real school out
ofit.

Huntley N. Spaulding
in a letter to Fred Gray,

September 22, 1952

tories appear along Powder House Road to the north,
directly across from Bigelow Hall to which have been
added wings for chemistry and physics laboratories.

John Price Jones, a professional fund raising consul-
tant, was hired by the board and The Lawrence
Development Program began in earnest in January,
1953. The goal of one million dollars included three
priorities: housing ($500,000 for two modern dormito-
ries), science ($200,000 for chemistry and physics labo-
ratory wings) and endowment ($300,000). The current
endowment was listed in the fund raising brochure
entitled, "A Builder of Lives," as $405,000.

President Spaulding asked the board in January,
1953, that he be relieved of the duties of his office.
The board accepted his resignation with regret but
unanimously elected him "President Emeritus." Ralph
W. Conant, a trustee since 1944, was elected president.

Ralph W. Conant

Conant was born and raised in Littleton,
Massachusetts, graduated from Phillips Academy
Andover, and Cornell University, Class of 1909. Mr.
Conant was' associated with the wool industry for many
years, having started with Swift & Company, in
Chicago, but soon established his own wool merchant
firm, Conant & Company. His sons, Gilman and
Donald, both graduated from Lawrence Academy —
Class of 1932 and 1937 respectively.

The fall meeting of the board in 1953 was once
again preceded by a lobster dinner with the students
and faculty. (Trustee MacNeil created this tradition

and sustained it for a number of years.) The board was
apprised of the development fund activities by chair-
man MacNeil; the total of cash and pledges to date was
$78,000, an amount that would double within the next
three months because of an infusion of operating
funds.

Spaulding Hall

By January 1954, the expectations of a successful
one million dollar fund drive diminished and the
board proceeded with more modest and realistic plans:
"the first new dormitory...southeast of the Fred C. Gray
Building." The same architect and construction com-
panies for the Gray Building were employed for the
two-story, brick, L shaped building that would accom-
modate forty-two students and three married masters
and their families (the first being the Shepherds,
Darlings and Bakers). The ground breaking ceremony
for the new dormitory, named Spaulding Hall, was
held on parents' day, October 1st. President Emeritus
Spaulding removed the first spadeful of earth at the
site; it was his last visit to Lawrence Academy.

Future plans for a new library building were also
curtailed. A new MacDonald Library was built on the
ground floor of the Main Building during the summer
of 1954. Among the many generous donations were
those of Mr. and Mrs. T. F. Keith, Mrs. James
MacDonald, trustee MacNeil and the library of Miss
Yssabella Waters.

The Academy infirmary, located for many years in
the annex of Brazer House, was moved to the first
floor of Dana House. The annex became a dormitory
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for five boys and a master's apartment.

The alumni association, under the leadership of
Paul W. Needham '35, sponsored another project for
the school at this time. The association raised over
$3000 to finish the space set aside in the Gray Building
for two squash courts. (The timing was auspicious
given that the contractors were on the campus build-
ing Spaulding Hall.) The new recreational facility was
christened, "Alumni Squash Courts — 1955."

Principal Gray received an unscheduled tribute dur-
ing graduation exercises in 1955 when he was honored
for his thirty years as principal of the Academy.
General Daniel Needham, who had joined the board
in 1953, presented an inscribed sterling bowl and can-
dlesticks to the "surprised, embarrassed but most
appreciative" principal. The audience responded with
a standing ovation for Mr. Gray and reassembled at
Spaulding Hall for the laying of the corner stone
which was performed by the chairman of the Building
Committee, Malcolm F. MacNeil. Distinctly absent
from the annual board meeting and ceremonies of the
day was Huntley N. Spaulding.

Groton Tercentennial

The tercentennial of the town of Groton and the
First Parish Church were celebrated during the spring
and summer of 1955. The program began on May 15th
with a parade to celebrate the apple blossom festival
and cake lighting ceremony in which all of the schools
in town marched, including the Academy. The ter-
centenary week from June 26 to July 4 included open
houses, street dances, exhibits, sports, church suppers,

horse shows and pageants.

The Academy marched down to the town hall for
combined vesper or chapel services with Groton
School in the 1930s. (These events were also called
"May meetings" or "May Days.") The "Grotties"
marched behind Headmaster Peabody on horseback,
resplendent in boater trimmed with Groton colors.
Peabody's successor, the Reverend John Crocker,
maintained the tradition of riding horseback in front
of his school.

One Memorial Day, Principal Fred Gray was stand-
ing in front of Brazer House watching the parade
assemble. The band from Fort Devens struck up a tune
which spooked Headmaster Crocker's borrowed horse,
causing it to gallop sideways up Main Street. Struggling
to gain control of his horse as he went past the princi-
pal, Jack Crocker yelled over, "Next year, Gray, you're
riding the damn horse!"

The students of Lawrence Academy (including its
band beginning in 1958) marched in the annual
Groton Memorial Day parade from the early 1920s
until 1970. In the later years, white "duck" pants, blue
blazers and caps homogenized the school's appear-
ance — but never seemed to affect its marching perfor-
mance. In spite of considerable practice along Powder
House Road (for many of those years under the ubiq-
uitous leadership of drill sergeant Robert Shepherd),
Academy boys forgot which foot was which — but
loved every patriotic minute.

.../ want to repeat to you what I have
told hundreds of others — that had it
not been for Fred C. Gray in all probabil-
ity Lawrence Academy would not be in
existence today . . . All I can say is let the
good work continue.

Huntley N. Spaulding
in a letter to Fred Gray

October 5, 1953

May I add a personal message1? One
of my fondest recollections of Williams
College is the thought of sound of the
chimes and carillon as they ring out in
that peaceful community. They are part
of the tradition and eagerly anticipated
whenever I return to the college. I am
sure you have provided a similar thrill
for present and future generations of
Lawrence Academy boys, and for the
community of Groton.

Oswald Tower in a letter to
Mrs. McDonald, June 7, 1955
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HOWARD DANCE AGAIN
GREAT SUCCESS

On Saturday evening, November 12,
fifty-one young ladies from Howard
Seminary in East Bridgewater journeyed
to Lawrence Academy for the annual
semi-formal dinner dance.

The boys were introduced to their dates
in the MacNeil lounge by the student
councilors who acted as ushers.

At six o'clock, the couples adjourned
to the dining room where an appetizing
dinner of chicken a la king on toast,
mashed potatoes, and peas was served.

After dinner the couples chatted in the
lounge until 7:30, at which time they
were received by the hostesses, (the teach-
ers at Howard and the master's wives
from Lawrence).

Immediately following the introduc-
tion, the long anticipated dance began.
The music was supplied by the Johnny
Lynch and his band [sic]. Two girls
from Howard entertained the group by
singing a few songs later in the evening.

At ten-thirty, when the dance came to
a close, the boys ushered their dates to the
waiting buses. From the time it took some
of the boys to say goodnight [sic] to their
dates, it appeared they had had a very
enjoyable evening.

'55 FOOTBALL TEAM UNDEFEATED DURING 6 GAMES

Boston Heraldsports cartoon by Dick Johnson in November, 1955. The team outscored its opponents 110 to 19.

from The Elms, Fall, 1955
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1955 -1956

Two changes occured at the Academy during the
summer of 1955; a dormitory demolition and a musical
addition.

Sheedy House, a dormitory since 1923, was removed
and replaced with a lawn. Returning students, alumni
and enthusiasts of the burgeoning campus looked
twice not to find the missing architectural companion
to Robbins House along Powder House Road.

A set of carillon bells (Schulmeric electronic
chimes) was installed in the tower of the Fred C. Gray
Building, a gift of Mrs. James R. McDonald, in memory
of her husband. The carillon was initially set to play
the Westminster chimes every fifteen minutes and, in
the words of the principal, "developed an atmosphere
which seems to draw the school community closer
together." The chimes were also played manually from
a small portable keyboard in the MacNeil Lounge,
enabling Arthur Ferguson or the new, full-time music
instructor, Frederick A. Gricius, to play Christmas car-
ols during the holiday season.

A record enrollment of one hundred and sixty stu-
dents (fifty-seven seniors) arrived at the Academy in
the fall of 1955. The football team was undefeated for
the season with victories over Monson, Moses Brown,
Wilbraham (tie, 12-12), New Hampton, Thayer and
Cushing (the first win since 1947). The team outscored
its opponents 110 to 19, was critically compared to the
last undefeated (and untied) team in 1931, and was
honored with a sports cartoon profile in the Boston
Herald by Dick Johnston.

President Emeritus of the Board of Trustees
Huntley N. Spaulding died on November 14, 1955. A
trustee since 1907 when William Steen Gaud was head-
master, and president of the board from 1934 to 1953,
Spaulding nurtured the Academy and personally
financed its maturity into a modern educational insti-
tution. The Academy received a $100,000 bequest from
his will and substantial grants from the Spaulding
Charitable Trusts ($10,000 in 1955 and $25,000 in
1956). Neither Harriet (who died in 1954) nor
Huntley Spaulding ever visited the Academy building
named in their honor and memory. Their deaths were
deeply mourned by Principal Gray who stated: "...the
loss of their encouragement and counsel is a very per-
sonal one to me."

Foreshadowing

The business of the board meeting in January, 1956,
was a remarkable combination of announcements and
votes.

Spaulding's bequest was revealed, followed by a let-
ter from the chief sanitary engineer of the common-
wealth regarding the Academy's sewage disposal (a
chronic problem). The sale of Dr. Samuel Green's
house on Main Street was discussed next. The board
had approved its sale in a previous meeting after a suc-
cessful law suit to clear the title to the property. (The
terms of the doctor's bequest to the Academy were
that it never be sold.) Trustees Sheedy, Needham and
Lawrence were authorized to negotiate for acquisition
of the Dr. Edward B. Branigan property (between
Bigelow Hall and the Winthrop L. Sheedy House on
the west side of Powder House Road). The negotia-

November 12, 1969
Dear Mr. Gray,

Twenty years ago this past June I
graduated from Lawrence Academy —
after I had been accepted by Harvard
College...Lawrence Academy is responsi-
ble for what I have done. For that I will
always be grateful to you and all your
faculty.

I visited L.A. this past May and was
impressed with all I saw — quite a
school. Though the buildings and
grounds were different, the faces looked
the same — Mr. Head, Mr. Grant, Mr.
Ferguson....I believe I've written two per-
sonal letters since my discharge from the
Army — both tonight — to Mr. Gray
and to Mr. Carter, both to say thank
you. /

Joseph E. Martin, Jr. '48
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A SENIOR LOOKS BACK
...we attended classes in the barracks.
To look at the converted army bunk-

house, one would never believe that stu-
dents could learn anything in such an
atmosphere. We all liked the barracks,
however. In spite of the strange circum-
stances, there was a coziness with every-
one cramped together.

We were still in the barracks at the
beginning of my sophomore year. I
remember one day a sturdy lad, who
repeatedly put his hand through a small
hole in the wall between the sophomore
and junior English classrooms, pushed
his hand through the hole, promptly
yanked it back, and opened a note which
had been placed in his hand. The note
read: Pay more attention to your teacher
or you will have hours to work off. R.S.
[Robert Shepherd]

A little later on in the fall came the
parade of chairs and desks from the
Spaulding Hall Study Hall (fondly
called the snake pit) to the neiu Study
Hall.

The Elms, fall, I960

tions for the property began in 1953 which is why the
board voted at this meeting "to rescind any previous
action in this connection." Tuition for boarding stu-
dents was increased to S1600 and Principal Gray
"pointed out the need of new buildings, particularly
the need of classrooms and better provision for the
study of science."

The board immediately contacted Architect Dirlam
to draw plans of a new schoolhouse which he present-
ed to a special meeting of the Executive Committee in
Boston on April 20, 1956. The minutes state, "It was
the general opinion that the logical site was on the
Branigan Property facing Powder House
Road...Needham and Sheedy were authorized to take
whatever steps they believed necessary and feasible to
secure this property." The estimate for construction of
the building was "not less than $500,000."

Principal Gray and the trustees possessed the plans
for a new schoolhouse but neither the money nor the
site. Five weeks later the Academy Building, "Old
Main," burned down.

May 27, 1956

It was Baccalaureate Day at the Academy; a cloudy
and cool Sunday. Many parents and friends of the
Academy arrived in the afternoon for the baccalaure-
ate sermon in the Gray Building by the Rev. Paul
Harris, Jr. Prior to the four o'clock service, Principal
Gray was in his office on the first floor of the Academy
Building interviewing parents of many of the fifty-seven
boys who would graduate Saturday.

After the service, a buffet supper was served for the
students, faculty and guests of the Academy. The Elms
described the scene in the dining room as "a cheery
warmth...with the expectation of a happy summer vaca-
tion not far ahead." It was Principal Gray's sixty-second
birthday and his daughter, Barbara, and her two chil-
dren were waiting at Brazer House with a birthday cake
for grandpa.

A boy suddenly burst into the dining room and cried
out, 'The Academy Building is on fire!" Everyone in the
dining room rushed down to the classroom and admin-
istration building which was furiously ablaze from its
third floor, roof and towers. A decision was quickly
made to try to save as many documents and records as
possible. Bob Shepherd and Principal Gray carried the
principal's desk out of the building, pulling the tele-
phone lines behind them. A human chain was formed
through the front doors of the building with faculty and
students passing irreplaceable papers, trophies, paint-
ings and even furniture out of the burning building.

Catherine Grant stood among the spectators; she
had discovered the fire from her residence in Dana
House and immediately summoned the Groton Fire
Department, headed by Chief William Lawrence. The
effort to save the contents of the building was aban-
doned as the fire intensified. Everyone was ordered
out of the building when multiple hoselines were set
up by fire departments from not only Groton but also
Ayer, Pepperell, Townsend and Ft. Devens. Police were
called to the scene from Groton, Ayer, Shirley,
Townsend, Pepperell and the state police barracks.
They rerouted the heavy traffic created by the fire on
Routes 119, 40 and 225, keeping thousands of the curi-
ous from entering the town.
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The twin copper topped towers, one after the other,
crumbled into the flaming building. The increasing
heat and pressure caused the walls to collapse, injuring
Chief Joseph E. Pedrozzi of Ayer who suffered a bro-
ken nose and facial cuts. Fireman Richard Haley of
Groton was also injured.

While the fire raged for several hours, the father of
a student handed Principal Gray a check to start off a
fund for rebuilding the schoolhouse. The eighty-five
year old brick and wooden building was totally
destroyed, reduced to a heap of ruins. The cause of the
fire was believed to have been an explosion in the
third floor laboratory which was used for chemistry,
physics and biology classes.

In spite of the unexpected tragedy, student lights
were out at ten o'clock that evening. The principal's
grandchildren lamented all the way back to Boston
that, "Grandpa never got to have his birthday cake."
The front page headline of the Lowell Sun the follow-
ing morning read, "FIRE FAILS TO HALT
LAWRENCE ACADEMY." Pictures of the fire were car-
ried on the Associated Press Wirephoto Service and
published throughout the country. {The New York Post
ran a photograph of the fire next to die headline and
article about the atomic test blast at Bikini Island in
the Pacific.)

Principal Gray addressed the school and reporters
on Monday morning. He stated, "There is no money
on hand now for rebuilding the building which I
would say is a total loss. It will cost $500,000 to replace
the building...With some changes we may be able to
accomodate the full capacity of 160 students next
year." He announced diat all the events of graduation

week would continue as planned: prize speaking on
Monday, the Memorial Day parade on Wednesday (the
principal excused die senior class but they expressed a
desire to participate), final examinations for the three
lower classes (seniors were excused; they did not
express any desire to participate) and graduation on
Saturday. The final examinations, which were among
the papers saved from the fire, were administered in
the gymnasium on the bleachers.

Principal Gray received a telegram the day after
the fire. It read: "Deeply regret news. Recommend
reconstruction and fund drive start immediately.
MacNeil."

The trustees met on Saturday afternoon, June 2nd,
for their annual meeting. Principal Gray reported
details of the disaster. The committee authorized to
sell the Dr. Green property reported that it had been
sold for $26,225. The committee negotiating die pur-
chase of the Branigan property reported Mrs.
Branigan's willingness to accept an offer of $20,000
subject to her continued use and upkeep by the
Academy.

Barracks as Temporary School Building

Faculty member Norman Grant entered the board
meeting to share the results of his visit to Fort Devens
to investigate the availability of army barracks as a tem-
porary schoolhouse for the Academy. It was a brilliant
idea that the board immediately approved. Trustee Ray
Ilg approached die John Bowen Company which had
the contract to demolish the barracks. The Bowen
Company officials agreed to cut up the building into

SONNET
Upon the occasion of dedicating the new
LAWRENCE ACADEMY BUILDING

November 16, 1957

This house was built in need. The
swift blow fell,

Compelling instant choice of destinies-
Like death or life, as simple as breath-

ing. Well,

A house there had to be. And here it is.
What are these walls? Why, sand and

clay, of course.
Now look again! Whenever did clay

and sand
Take on such forms by any other force

Than that of man's firm heart and
ready hand!

Cleave to the lesson. Here we dedicate
The structure to the spirit at its core,
For they who chose to make a friend of

fate
In time of need, now see and hail once

more
The storied phoenix rising to proclaim
Creation's virtue from the cleansing

flame.

Melville Fuller Weston
Trustee, 1952 to 1973
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The second schoolhouse of the Academy, built in 1871, is totally destroyed by fire on May 27, 1956.
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sections, transport it to Groton and set it up again —
all at the bare cost of the operation.

It was August 21st before the building was brought
to the campus. Union carpenters voluntarily obtained
special permission from their officials to let non-union
school workmen and Academy personnel work with
them on the setting up of the structure to the east of
Spaulding Hall. It was erected in thirteen working days
with only a week to spare before the start of school.

But once constructed, the inside of the building still
needed to be finished. Faculty members were divided
into pairs to work together; Norman Grant and Fred
Gale, Academy carpenter, did most of the fussy work.
Work on the interior of the building continued into the
fall. It was a common sight to see the faculty changing
into coveralls after the day's classes or sports were over.

The barracks classroom building was eighty feet by
thirty feet and two stories high. By careful partitioning,
two administration offices, a business office, and
eleven classrooms (eighteen by twelve feet) were
installed. Blackboards in each classroom were created
out of wall boards covered with special black or green
paint. Heat for the building was piped in from adja-
cent Spaulding Hall where a study hall was constructed
in the basement. The barracks and Spaulding Hall
were joined by a covered passageway.

The academic program of the 1956-57 school year
was not interrupted and it did not encroach on any liv-
ing or recreational space on die campus. Not a single
student wididrew from the Academy as a result of die
fire. One improvisation after another enabled
Lawrence Academy to respond successfully to the

destruction of the Academy Building. The trustees, fac-
ulty, students, alumni and friends were galvanized by
the fire.

The New Schoolhouse

The Rebuilding Fund, under the leadership of
trustee Needham, was launched immediately. Its
themes were, "You can help rebuild this builder of
youth," "A man never stands so straight as when he
stoops to help a boy," "A challenge to rebuild for
tomorrow's needs," and "Crisis prompts the forward
step." Hundreds of donations arrived at the school,
many unsolicited, ranging from a few pennies given by
masters' children to $50,000 from one foundation (die
Spaulding Charitable Trust). Large gifts were also
received from the Theodore Edson Parker
Foundation, Mrs. James R. McDonald and members of
the board. By November, the fund for die new school-
house totaled $375,000. In December, Principal Gray
sent the first (and only) personal appeal in thirty-two
years to the alumni for their financial support. In his
letter to die alumni, die principal reveals diat, "Plans
for a duplicate of this [Spaulding] hall to replace
Robbins House were nearly complete when the disas-
trous fire of May 27th swept away our Academy
Building." Perhaps a second dormitory would have
been constructed before a new schoolhouse; that
would have been consistent with the master plan of
1953.

Less than six months after the fire, ground was bro-
ken on the afternoon of November 15, 1956, for die
new schoolhouse building. Principal Gray presided at
the well attended exercises. He introduced President
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The barracks classroom building behind Spaulding Hall
served as a temporary schoolhouse from September, 1956,
until the new schoolhouse was completed in the fall of 1957.
(Photo by Robert J. Ravich '58.)

Conant, the main speaker for the ceremonies, and
trustee MacNeil, chairman of the Building Committee,
who turned the first shovel of earth.

The soul of the Academy was mending. The rejuve-
nation of its spirit was certainly enhanced by the foot-
ball team in 1956, which for a second year in a row,
completed an undefeated season (four wins, two ties).

On the first anniversary of the Main Building fire, a
total of $457,046.48 had been obtained for the new
schoolhouse from the following sources: foundations,
$257,581.32; insurance, $136,566.75; friends,
$33,025.99; parents, $22,255.32; and alumni,
$7,617.10.

The dedication of the new administration and class-
room building was held on Saturday morning,
November 16, 1957. More than one thousand people
attended the formal program held in the gymnasium of
the Gray Building. The presiding officer, President
Conant, introduced trustee Melville F. Weston who
delivered a sonnet he wrote for the occasion. Architect
Arland. A. Dirlam presented the building keys to
Principal Gray. The Academy glee club sang "Bless This
House" by Brahe, and trustee General Daniel Needham
delivered the dedication address. He spoke of the "virili-
ty of this old and glorious institution" and the fact that
his father was a member of the Class of 1841 and a
member of the board for many years. 'This [new build-
ing] is the workshop of the school and the crowning
achievement of the new era. The school now has the
facilities to rise to new heights." Needham's long
speech, which reviewed the entire history of the
Academy, ended with an inspired flourish: "We cannot
stand still. We must continue to discharge our responsi-
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bilities to our youth...We shall and must continue to ful-
fill the promise made in 1793, that in satisfying educa-
tional requirements, Lawrence Academy will give no less
attention to the moral and spiritual development of our
youth...This is our tradition. This is our mission."

The new building was officially opened for inspec-
tion after the exercises. The granite block over the
main door was salvaged from the rubble of the old
Main Building. One of the big features of the new
schoolhouse was the study hall which comprised the
north wing. The McDonald Library was located in the
western end of that room; on its eastern wall hung the
painting, In Port, by Antony Thieme; presented to the
Academy by his wife. The building contained sixteen
classrooms, laboratories for chemistry, physics and
biology, and offices for the principal, faculty and staff.
The bell hanging in the tower of the new schoolhouse
was donated by George E. Lawrence, Sr., of Groton,
whose two sons and a grandson attended die Academy.
It was the original bell from the old Boutwell School in
town. (The bell from Old Main was cracked in its tum-
ble from the tower and could not be used.)

On the following Monday morning at 8:15am,
Principal Gray stood on the podium at the eastern end
of the study hall in the new schoolhouse. Seated
behind him was his faculty of fourteen men: Ferguson,
Grant, Carter, Davis, Shepherd, Darling, Morse, Baker,
Burckes, DeDomenico, Eldredge, Zilch, Scozzafava
and Volante. Seated in front of him were one hundred
eighty-six boys, forty-five of whom were seniors.
Principal Gray completed the chapel service, solem-
nized the first day of classes in the building and sent
his faculty and students to their academic work.

Principal Gray's Departure

The winter meeting of the board was held in Boston
at die Parker House on January 18, 1958. The trustees
discussed the finances of the new schoolhouse. (The
building fund deficit was borrowed from operating
funds and a $100,000 bank loan; die final cost of the
building was $650,000.) The last vote of the meeting is
confounding and precipitant: "It was unanimously
voted to grant Principal Gray a six months' leave of
absence with full pay and an allowance of $3000 for
traveling." Faculty salaries were increased "to recognize
the additional responsibility during the leave of
absence of Mr. Gray."

Elizabeth Gray remembers Fred returned from the
board meeting in Boston and announced that they
were leaving immediately for the farm in New
Hampshire. She never asked him why. Two days later,
in a letter dated January 20, 1958, Fred C. Gray ten-
dered his resignation as principal of Lawrence
Academy to President Conant.

The Executive Committee convened on March 25th
and created die position of assistant principal widi "all
the powers, duties and responsibilities of the principal
in his absence or disability." Ardiur W. Ferguson was
appointed assistant principal.

Trustees MacNeil and President Conant met with
Principal Gray on May 27th in Boston. The result of
the meeting was that die principal's resignation (which
had been "tabled" by Conant) was placed before the
board at their annual meeting on June 7th. The
trustees voted "to accept the resignation of Fred C.
Gray as Principal and to appoint him Principal
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Fred Gray Resigns:
Lawrence Academy
Principal 33 Years

Groton, June 15 [1958, The Boston
Globe] — The resignation of Fred
Clifton Gray as principal of Lawrence
Academy was accepted by the trustees here
today with great regret.

The trustees noted that Gray had
spent 33 years as head of this I65jyear-
old school, and praised him for raising
the standards to a very high point. His
health would not permit him to continue.

Arthur William Ferguson, assistant
principal, who had been teaching at the
school for 31 years, was appointed new
principal. Ferguson is highly regarded
among secondary school instructors...

Emeritus effective this day." They continued his full
salary for a year and established a pension for life. The
next vote appointed Arthur W. Ferguson principal and
headmaster effective immediately. He was invited to
join the meeting and to report to the trustees.

The remarkable career of Fred Clifton Gray at
Lawrence Academy came to an abrupt and mysterious
end in 1958. He never returned to the campus after
January 18, 1958, not even to move out of Brazer
House. A moving van pulled up to the principal's
house in the spring of 1958, packed up the Gray's per-
sonal belongings and drove away.

What happened to Principal Gray after the comple-
tion of the new schoolhouse? There are two references
in the minutes of the board the following May and

June about "the uncertainties of Mr. Gray's health"
and his "leave of absence...due to reasons of health."
The principal was tired and, perhaps, "burned out" but
there is a more compelling answer. The principal did
not want his successor to be Arthur Ferguson. When
Principal Gray discovered at the trustees' meeting on
January 18th that a majority of the board wanted
Arthur Ferguson as assistant principal and, ultimately,
as the next principal, he was totally unwilling to accept
the decision of the board.

Fred and Elizabeth Gray retired to their farm in
Rochester, New Hampshire. A number of years later,
they moved to Mount Dora and then Sun City Center,
Florida, where Fred passed away on November 23,
1973, at age 79.
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The trustees on the steps of the new schoolhouse at its dedication on November 16, 1957. Front row (left to right):
Frank D. Tanner '15, Oswald Tower, Malcolm F. MacNeil, Ralph Conant, Daniel Needham. Second row: Raymond
A. Ilg, Principal Gray (in bow tie). Third row: Arland A. Dirlam (architect), Robert L.R. Eaton, Winthrop L. Sheedy
'09, John Cushman, Carl A.P. Lawrence '10, Melville Fuller Weston.





1958 -1969 Inheritance

Arthur William Ferguson was fifty-eight years old
when he became the principal in 1958. He had

been at the Academy since 1927 when he was hired by
Principal Gray.

Arthur Ferguson's first act was to resurrect the title
of "headmaster" which had not been used since early
in the century by William Steen Gaud and Arthur
Josiah Clough. The bylaws of the Academy were
amended by a vote of the board in October, 1958,
"striking out the word Principal wherever it appears
and inserting in the place thereof the word
Headmaster."

The headmaster, along with trustees Cushman and
Needham, reviewed the policies and practices of schol-
arship grants. The review was prompted by the previ-
ous year in which grants "exceeded by a considerable
amount the income received from endowment funds
designated for scholarships." Applicants for financial
aid were instructed to complete the forms of the
Secondary Education Board and the total amount of
scholarship grants was limited to a percentage of gross
tuition income; set at 12.5% in 1960-61.

Robert S. Shepherd was appointed the first director
of admissions. Applicants to the Academy were now
required to take die Secondary School Admission Tests
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For almost a century, alumni news and notes had been
incorporated into student publications — including the earliest
editions of the Lawrentian — until the Alumni Journal in 1959. The
inaugural issue proudly announced the new schoolhouse.

(inaugurated in 1958; Lawrence was among the thirty-
six leading preparatory schools that subscribed) which
were given three times a year by the Educational
Testing Service at locations around the country.
Shepherd presided over unprecedented growth in the
pool of applicants for admission to the Academy dur-
ing the next decade — a direct result of the literature,
films and recruiting trips that he developed. (The
Academy stopped advertising in the mid-1980s and
relied almost entirely on alumni recruiting and word
of mouth.) The trend toward the acceptance of more
three and four year students continued, balancing the
student body across the four classes.

Ebert House

The house and property of Clarence Engelbert
Ebert (Class of 1901 and a member of the faculty from
1923 to 1925) was purchased by the trustees in
December, 1958, for $26,000 and used as a dormitory
for seventeen boys in the fall of 1959. It was renamed
the Dr. Green House in 1964. Prior to Ebert House,
the most recent addition of dormitory space had been
the conversion of the F. G. Lawrence House in the fall
of 1957 for fifteen boys and a master. Lawrence House
was enlarged during the summer of 1961 to accommo-
date an additional eight students.

Ennoble the Alumni

In addition to $100,000 that the Spaulding
Charitable Trusts contributed to the new schoolhouse
building, an additional $10,000 was appropriated by
the trusts "to develop a fund raising activity among the
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Academy's alumni and friends." With this money and
the appointment of Francis Head as the new alumni
secretary, a more vigorous alumni association was
launched in the fall of 1958.

For the first time in the history of the Academy, pub-
lications were prepared exclusively for the alumni. An
alumni directory was distributed in the fall of 1958
which listed graduates by class; two alumnae from the
Class of 1886 appear as the first listing. The directory
was the first compilation of this information since the
centennial catalogue in 1893.

Volume 1, Number 1 of The Alumni Journal of
Lawrence Academy was published in January, 1959.
Editor Francis Head promised bi-annual issues and
reported that "The Elms is now the boys' publication."
For almost a century, alumni news and notes had been
incorporated in student publications, including the
earliest editions of the Lawrencian.

The alumni continued to sponsor various projects
around the campus: additions to the library (which was
moved from the study hall to a former reception room
off the rotunda of the schoolhouse), warmup jackets
for the basketball and baseball squads, dormitory furni-
ture and a flag pole. The alumni were also responsible
for the purchase of a new 16mm movie projector "with
a cinemascope lens." Saturday night movies in the
"visual education room" of the schoolhouse were often
comical affairs with students falling off their chairs and
the sale of candy from the bookstore between reels of
the movie.

One alumni project that caught the imagination of
the student body was a new hockey rink which was con-

ceived and constructed under the supervision of
Norman Grant. Situated about one hundred yards
south of the school pond along Love Lane, the new
rink was better protected from direct sunlight than the
pond which had been used since 1937. (Prior to that
year, Academy hockey was played on Cady Pond or a
rink built on the first fairway of the Groton golf
course.) Francis Head described the new rink as
"exacdy the same as that in the Boston Garden except
ours is two feet longer." The, new Alumni Rink provid-
ed longer practice sessions and a longer season for die
sport — but the rink still had to be shoveled.

Academy Blazers

Faculty member Bob Shepherd wrote an open letter
to the juniors of die Academy which was published in
The Elms, spring 1958. "Why is it difficult to uncover
creative leadership?" he asked. "Students have men-
tioned to me their desire to have a school blazer
adorned with a school seal...I suggested they could
gather an interested group and do something about
[it] ...what has happened? Nodiing!"

The challenging epistle was, at once, vitriolic and
inspiring. A contest was organized for the design of the
blazer crest and arrangements were completed with
Rogers Peet men's store in Boston to supply navy blue
blazers. Lawrence Chaney Appleton, Class of 1959,
designed the winning crest: a shield, outlined by silver,
divided by a broad diagonal silver stripe. The upper
left portion of the shield contains the combined letters
L and A in red; die lower portion of die shield con-
tains the lamp of knowledge, also in red. Below the
shield, oudined in red, is a folded banding which reads

A new addition to the Music Depart-
ment this year is a Music Appreciation
Course...The directors have offered
lessons in Gregorian Chant and
medieval music...To end up the course,
the directors hope to investigate the close
correlation between serious music and

Jazz. The course aspires to acquire a
stereophonic phonograph and a
representative collection of music.

The Elms, winter, 1959

THE KIND OF STUDENT
The kind of applicant we want is

"The American Boy. " To define him is
impossible; to tell you what he is not is
easy. He is not a genius, but he is not
stupid. He is not a devotee of the arts,
nor is he interested only in "hot rods. "
He is not a platonic thinker; yet he is not
one who daydreams his waking hours
away. He is not so motivated as
Odysseus; yet he is not so purposeless as
Falstaff. He is not a great athlete; nor is
he just a spectator. Were you to
understand the average boy (as I do not),
he would be the student we are seeking.

Robert S. Shepherd,
Director of Admissions,

from The Alumni Journal
Fall 1960
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The last Autumn Frolic in 1958 with a cast of 113 boys. "Soccer players switch their shorts for dresses; football players switch their helmets for
wigs; and the fun begins."
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"omnibus 1793 lucet." The design placed traditional
Academy motifs in an original context. It was com-
memorative and, at the same time, innovative.

The first blazers arrived on the campus in
November, 1958 (the day before the last annual
Autumn Frolic). The Lawrence Academy blazer
became a unifying symbol of spirit that was popular
until the early 1970s when strict dress codes (mandato-
ry ties and jackets) were abolished.

Enrollment at the Academy in the fall of 1959 was
201 boys; 162 boarders and 39 day boys (the vernacular
was "day hops"). Geographical distribution was also
impressive: the student body hailed from ten states and
four foreign countries. Fifteen members of the senior
class (which totaled fifty-two) had spent their freshman
year in the barracks schoolhouse.

The school and Coach Grant were basking in the
glory of the previous spring lacrosse season. With loss-
es to only Tabor and Deerfield, the 1959 lacrosse team
tied for the league title with St. Mark's (whom they
defeated 8-1) and received the Charles E. Marsters
Trophy, awarded "for the greatest improvement and
good sportsmanship." According to the NCAA Lacrosse
Guide, it was "the best season ever" for Mr. Grant's var-
sity squad.

The 1959 football team lost only its first game dur-
ing the season. Robert Shepherd, who succeeded
Norman Grant as head football coach in 1957, was
assisted by Richmond Baker. The Academy band may
have had something to do with the results of the foot-
ball season. It performed at the four home games,

marched at half time "with military precision, formed
the opposing school's letter and then its own," report-
ed The Elms. The twenty-two member Academy band
(replete with bass drum) was directed by Ralph
Scozzafava, head of the Music Department. He pro-
duced the greatest marching bands in the history of
the Academy during the late 1950s and early 1960s.
Campus facilities for the band and glee club were a
music room in the basement of Spaulding Hall.

The third year of cross country at the Academy was
successful under Coaches Darling and Culbert in 1959.
The team was 4-3 after two previous seasons with only
one victorious meet. The team ran for the first time in
the prep school interscholastics at Choate in 1960 and
finished third in class B. The Academy course — a lit-
tle over three miles — wound through the apple
orchard, around the Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields,
onto the golf course and along Love Lane.

Gladly Learn and Gladly Teach

The curriculum at the Academy began to change
during the early years of Arthur Ferguson's headmas-
tership. The first modification was entirely cosmetic:
the courses of study in the Academy catalogue were
changed from yearly listings (first year courses, second
year courses, etc.) to subject or department listings
(English, French, Spanish, Latin, Mathematics,
Sciences and Social Studies). Ironically, this change
was a return to the curriculum description prior to
1925 when Fred Gray became principal.

The basic requirement for graduation was sixteen
credits consisting of four years of English, three years

Viewpoint
...the school —faculty and students

alike — was resolving the question of
who would be the next President of the
United States. In this issue, the
Republicans managed to win the major
battle but lost the war; the Republicans
carried the school by a landslide but lost
the country as a whole.

Most surprising was the strength of
the Republicans at L.A. in spite of a
predominantly Democratic senior class.
Probably the decisive factor was the
overwhelming Republican faculty. (The
primaries showed the faculty to be all
Republican except one Democrat, two
Prohibitionists, and one Communist.)

The results of the voting were received
at the Academy with mixed emotions.
Said an overjoyed Democrat: "The
country will be great again!" Snarled an
irate Republican: "Go to the church of
your choice now, while there's still time."
Commented a starry eyed Prohibitionist:
"Hid"

Harry Bloomfield Pascal '61
Feature Editor, The Elms,

December, 1960

L.A. VERSUS WINTER
The weather, traditionally noninter-

ference to passive resistance in policy,
stuck its foot right into the winter dance.
Friday's news was ominous with



328 1958 -1969

warnings. By Saturday morning, things
looked pretty glum. As the blizzard
approached; to dance, or not to dance,
that was the question. By mid-morning,
however, it had become pretty obvious
that the only one who would get any
dancing done was Mr. Grant, who was
already gleefully waltzing with his
snowblower. The dance had been
cancelled.

The Elms, March, 1961

Ray Carter had the most integrity of

any human being I have known. Ray

was not an athletic person and he would

compensate by doing many different, odd

jobs for the school rather than coach

sports. He was one of the finest teachers;

a master teacher. Ray lost the lower part

of his right leg during the '50s and he

continued teaching. His students would

come over to his dormitory [Pillsbury] for

class. He eventually lost his other leg. He

was an immaculate dresser and he

created a remarkable atmosphere for the

freshman in his dorm. When those boys

came to your dorm their sophomore year,

they were broken in. They reacted to

requests and bells. They were very good

school citizens because of Ray's influence-

Robert S. Shepherd

April, 1991

of mathematics, two years of a language, and one year
of both a natural and a social science. The remaining
credits were chosen from all the academic fields.

Advanced placement courses in English, mathemat-
ics, biology and history were introduced for qualified
seniors. The first such course was English and taught
by Robert Shepherd. Current events and public speak-
ing were dropped from the "courses of study." Public
speaking became a special program on Saturday morn-
ings which was also taught by Robert Shepherd.
"Pompous," as he was affectionately known to the
Academy community, also offered an occasional lec-
ture on table manners and etiquette.

John Holmes Burckes, a member of the faculty since
1955, was appointed director of guidance, a new posi-
tion providing counseling and testing for individual
students in planning their academic programs and col-
lege placement. Jack coached the junior varsity foot-
ball and hockey teams but it was the spring sport
season and his position as varsity golf coach that forged
his celebrity. The Class of 1960 dedicated the yearbook
to him with a quote from Henry Adams: "A teacher
affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence
stops."

Two influential teachers arrived at the Academy in
the fall of 1959: Alan L. Whipple and Richard H.
Gagne. Whipple was actually returning to the school,
having taught at the Academy from 1955 to 1956.

Gagne's arrival at the Academy was an athletic
return. As a lacrosse player for Exeter ('48) and
Dartmouth ('52), Gagne played against the Academy
in Groton and was slashed so savagely by an LA player

that it dented his leather helmet. He complained to
the referee, pointing to the evidence on his head. "Play
on, you sissy," replied the referee. Dick Gagne found
out when he joined the faculty in 1959 that the L.A.
coach in the game was Norman Grant and the player
who slashed him was Norman Grant, Jr. "I guess they
don't call penalties on the coach's son," he mused.
"Norm and I laughed about that for years."

Joseph James Madigan

Joseph James Madigan was hired by the trustees as
comptroller of the Academy in September, 1959. Joe
was a native of Groton; his father owned the Buick
dealership in town and his two brothers attended the
Academy. Joe managed the business affairs of the
Academy for the next twenty-four years and sent three
sons to the school (Joseph, Jr., '69, Timothy and John,
75).

Tuition for the academic year beginning
September, 1960, was increased to $2,100 for boarders
and $650 for day pupils by a vote of the trustees in
January, 1960. It was announced at their next meeting
in June that the debt incurred in building the new
schoolhouse was paid off (almost four years to the day
since the Main Building fire). The Academy was not
entirely debt-free at this point — Ebert House carried
a twenty thousand dollar mortgage.

A development committee was formed which con-
sisted of trustees MacNeil, Weston and the headmaster.
Their first report in September projected a school of
"180 boarders and 45 day pupils as optimum without
strain on the new school building and only moderate
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strain on the Gray Building." Plans were set into
motion in early 1961 for a new dormitory on the site of
Robbins House.

"We Dare Not Stand Still — We Must
Press On!"

The Building Fund Drive was launched with the slo-
gan; "It is now time for Lawrence Academy to move
forward once again." The brochure announced a goal
of $325,000 and boasted that; "The Academy is in a
sound financial condition and operates 'in the black,'
after paving the entire premiums for the Pension Plan
for our Faculty, and also setting aside a reserve for
depreciation." (The faculty retirement and insurance
plan was established by a vote of the trustees in
October, 1957.)

There were many additions to the facilities of the
campus in 1961; the alumni and fathers' associations
were responsible for most of the projects. A language
laboratory was installed in the schoolhouse; four new
tennis courts were constructed north of the Gray
Building; a new baseball backstop ("for die first time in
years, a wild pitch did not insure a runner reaching the
next base"); and lights for the Alumni Hockey Rink.
An outdoor fireplace was constructed in the area south
of Spaulding Hall where chef Whitney provided fre-
quent cookouts for the school.

During the summer of 1961, a coeducational day
school which enrolled forty students was held at the
Academy for the first time. It was directed by Robert
Darling and included faculty members Davis, Whipple
and Burckes.

Joseph James Madigan, Business Manager of the Academy
from 1959 to 1982. Headmaster Williams often said to him;
'Joe, you're in charge of everything around this school
except education." (Photo by Curtis W. LeRoy '72.)
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Raymond Carter, member of the faculty from 1944 to 1963.

Size of Endowment? Depends Who's Talking

A milestone in the history of the Academy was
announced at the September 23, 1961, meeting of the
board. Finance Committee chairman, John Cushman,
announced that the market value of the endowment
funds as of June 30, 1961, exceeded $1,000,000.

References to the endowment during the 1950s
were often inconsistent and incorrect. The fund rais-
ing brochure of 1953 gave the endowment as $405,000.
Trustee Needham, in his address delivered at the dedi-
cation of the schoolhouse in 1957, announced
"endowment and restricted funds of $1,773,000." The
publication of his speech (in pamphlet form) included
this figure but was subsequently corrected with an
asterisk and the following pasted footnote: "This fig-
ure, unfortunately, is in error as total endowment
funds are about $750,000. This printed figure is from
our Auditor's report of 6/30/57 and is the book value
of our total assets. Our only indebtedness is on the new
Administration Building." Needham's speech was pub-
lished in the first edition of The Alumni Journal,
January, 1959, and this time the figure appears as
$2,000,000.

James E. Baker Trust

How did the endowment increase from $750,000 in
1958, to over $1,000,000 in 1961? The answer is the
James E. Baker Trust which trustee Cushman included
in the total value of the endowment even though it
had not yet been received.

James E. Baker was born in 1852, grew up in Lincoln
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An aerial view of the campus in 1963 after the completion of Sheedy Hall. Note the well-worn path from the back
of the Gray Building down to Love Lane and around the right side of the cow pond to die playing fields.

Drop-outs. Delinquency. Disrespect,
etc., etc. The condemnation of youth
continues. Newspapers and magazines
emblazon the disquieting details on the
front page and in feature articles. Are
they fanning the smoldering fires or are
they contributing to the standards of
decency?

Perhaps the young men of today are
no better or no worse than they have
always been. It seems wise, however, to
think about the situation and take
account of stock.

What standards exist today? When
the college freshman was requested to
leave the dance floor of a leading
women's college recently because of
drinking he asked, "What have I done
wrong?"Did he have any standard?

It has been said that the home
environment may not always be the best.
When father boasts at the dinner table
that he cunningly, through skillful
manipulation, reduced his income tax
and that the ticket he received for illegal
parking had been fixed, is he creating in
his son the attitude that fair play is not
always essential? It is a basic
responsibility of the parent to uphold the
highest standards at all times so that his
son will have the greatest respect for him
and for his ideals. Is it not true that we
emulate those whom we admire? Will not
the son, then, be influenced by one whom
he not only admires but also loves? If the
standards set in the home are not the
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Catherine Grant, secretary to three principals from 1942 until 1970,
at her desk in the schoolhouse, ca. 1968. (Photo by Curtis W. LeRoy
'72.)

and attended Lawrence Academy with his brother,
George M. Baker. They were both students in the
Scientific and English Department in 1871 and 1872
(George continued until 1874). Baker did not attend
college, never married and worked as a caretaker for
Charles Francis Adams (1866-1954). When Baker died
in 1939, he bequeathed the Academy ("if it is then in
existence") the principal of a trust fund which was not
to be delivered until its income was paid to five per-
sons for life. The terms of the trust were accepted by
the Academy board in 1939, at which time the estate
was valued at $128,000. The death of the last survivor
in 1989 prompted the ultimate gift to the Academy of
$601,000. As one of the largest gifts in the history of
the Academy, it arrived more than fifty years after
Baker's death and over one hundred years since his
school days.

Sheedy Hall

To make way for the new dormitory, first the barn
and then Robbins House itself were demolished in
early 1962. The new building was designed by Francis
Roberts, built by the H. P. Cummings Construction
Company, and named in honor of Michael Sheedy,
alumnus, trustee and treasurer of the board.
Completed in September, the cornerstone ceremony
occurred on December 10, 1962; the formal dedica-
tion of Sheedy Hall was not held until graduation day,
June 8, 1963.

The T-shaped brick dormitory fronted Powder
House Road and completed the southern area of the
modern campus quadrangle. Two married masters
(Morse and Gagne), two single masters (Carter and
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Culbert) and forty students occupied Sheedy Hall after
its completion. The total cost, including furnishings,
was approximately $310,000.

Enrollment in 1962 was a record 229 students; the
faculty had increased to twenty (two of whom were
part time). Applications for admission had increased
from 135 in 1960 to 206 in 1962, a trend that contin-
ued until a peak in 1966 when the fifty members of the
Class of 1970 were chosen from a pool of over 250
applicants.

The McDonald Library was relocated to the room
directly below the study hall in the schoolhouse.
Bruce MacDuffie, a member of the English
Department, installed the Dewey Decimal System dur-
ing the summer of 1962 and Alan Whipple, French
and history teacher, became the Academy librarian.
"A school library is only as successful as the degree of
interest it creates among the students in scholarship,
intellectual curiosity and literature as a source of
broadening horizons," Whipple wrote in The Alumni
Journal "One need only enter the library during open
hours to realize that it is now drawing an increasing
number of interested students." 2600 volumes and
forty-five subscribed periodicals increased substantially
over the next few years.

The first formal squash team at Lawrence Academy
made its debut during the '63 winter sports season and
defeated its first opponent, Pomfret School. Coach Roy
Davis would stand in the court gallery, comment on a
backhand shot, smoke a cigarette, compliment a serve
and finish the New York Times crossword puzzle. It was
an unorthodox style that worked; two years later his
team was undefeated. Roy Davis, member of the faculty from 1944 to 1973.

highest, this fact might, at times, be the
deciding factor that would cause a
young man to swerve from the path of
uprightness.

The pre-college years are formative
years, the years when lofty standards
become so firmly established that they are
part of one. Therefore, it is our duty and
obligation here at Lawrence to nurture
in our boys this great characteristic of
integrity. What enjoyment can there be
for them in later years, if by dishonesty,
they have gained power and wealth1? If
there is any, it will be only superficial.

And so, it is our task to instill in each
Lawrence boy the satisfaction of honesty
to himself, to his family, to his state and
to his country. This is the obligation of
schoolmasters everywhere.

Arthur W. Ferguson
Fall, 1963

In 1965, Thayer Academy was
undefeated, utiscored upon and untied
for thirteen games. If they had won one
more game they would have broken a
national record. Facing that team I knew
we had to do something special. I took
Carl Andros ('66) and had him spend
forty-five minutes every day practicing
field goals. My strategy was that if we
could score and kick an extra point
successfully, Thayer would have to go for
a two point conversion; they wouldn't
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settle for a tie game. We did score first
and Carl kicked the extra point. Shortly
thereafter, Thayer scored. I took out my
big, heavy tackle and put in Chris Ziagos
('66) to defend against the two point
conversion. I told him to get into the
backfield as fast as he could. Thayer ran
around their right side and Chris was
right there. He met that running back
just like that — bang! Thayer didn't
score after that. I told our quarterback to
run around, kill time. He ran from one
side of the field to the other.

Robert S. Shepherd
April, 1991

Two of the long-standing school
traditions remain still — the decorating
of the Christmas tree in the MacNeil
Lounge and the subsequent Christmas
program, which includes a round of
carolling and Mr. Ferguson's candlelight
reading ofDicken's A Christmas Carol.

Despite occasional off-key singing
(and a step-ladder fatality rate which is
alarmingly high), the Christmas spirit is
enthusiastically maintained.

1966 Lawrencian

Raymond Carter, beloved dormitory master and
revered mathematics teacher since 1944, received the
yearbook dedication from the Class of 1963 ("Consider
that I labour not for myself only, but for all those that
seek learning." — Ecclesiastes). Carter never returned
to the faculty after a six month medical leave of
absence.

The headmaster's report to the board in June, 1963,
emphasized the "needs of the Academy: increased fac-
ulty salaries, a covered hockey rink, a library and art
building and possibly an auditorium, the desirability of
a long-term drive for capital funds to meet these
needs." In looking ahead to the 175th anniversary of
the school in five years, the headmaster pointed out
how these projects should be considered as part of the
plans for the celebration.

Thompson House

Thompson House, adjoining the south side of the
baseball field, was left to the Academy in 1963 by
Helen and Florence Thompson, daughters of Nathan
Thompson, principal of the Academy from 1881 to
1886. The honorary alumnae of the Academy pur-
chased the house on Main Street in 1941 for their
retirement. Helen was a librarian in the Library of
Congress for many years and Florence, who had
worked in agriculture, was well known for her devotion
to two pet cows. (She travelled from Washington to
Groton with the cows and purchased extra land to
graze them in the back yard — land that became the
newJ.V. baseball field in 1964.) The sisters restored
the house to the type of colonial building it had been

when it was the residence of Stuart J. Park. The remod-
eling was patterned after Brazer House (the sisters'
original Groton home); the most conspicuous change
was the removal of its bay windows.

The Thompson bequest also included one-third of
their personal property which amounted to almost
$30,000.

The Branigan House, owned by the Academy since
1956, became available to the school in 1963 upon the
departure of Mrs. Edward B. (Mabelle) Branigan,
widow of the dentist who kept his office in one of the
front rooms of the house. The barn on the property
was razed, a wall on the Brazer House side was
removed and plantings were cleared away so the
schoolhouse could be easily seen from Main Street.
After complete renovation in early 1964, the building
became a dormitory in September for ten boys and a
master.

Seven new members of the faculty arrived in the fall
of 1963. Among them was William R. Searle, a recent
M.F.A. graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design
who was hired to start up a formal art department in
the basement rooms of Sheedy Hall. A weekly class was
required for all freshmen; elective courses met twice a
week for upperclassmen. By 1966, more than half the
school was enrolled in the art program. During the
seven years that Searle taught at the Academy, he also
contributed to the theatre program with the design
and construction of staging, scenery and props, intro-
duced a mechanical drawing course ('64 -'65) and an
art course for the faculty.

Construction of a new football and lacrosse field on
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Norman Grant's enthusiasm for lacrosse was unbridled;
half time strategy and pointers on fundamentals in the
spring of 1963 with assistant coach Gagne.

B00KREV1EW
Vitalization: "Playboy Magazine"

Amid the formal texts and organized
notebooks that plague every prep school
campus, there exists one vitalizing
periodical. Representing the best in
monthly literature, "Playboy" maintains
the "well-roundedness" that every prep
school tries to foster.

Combining impressive advertisements
that often feature semi-clothed women
and various articles (even a fold-out
section) devoted entirely to women au
naturel, "Playboy"provides a welcome
deviation from life on an all-male
campus. First, and important, the social
life on such a campus does not, and,
unfortunately, cannot, allow for the
natural reactions of young men.
Inevitably, certain anxieties and
misconceptions arise, and "Playboy" does
its best to reduce the seriousness of these
problems. Second, and of significance to
those teachers who are concerned with
both the mental and physical
development of their students, is the fact
that most educational people i.e., the
historians, authors and mathematicians
which students are exposed to, are males.
In other words, even if a student seeks
association with females through his
studies, he is destined for a tragic
revelation. Although there are assorted
females of historical importance,
Catherine the Great of Russia comes to
mind, the majority of the world's
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significant persons are masculine.
"Playboy " gives students the opportunity
to maintain a fruitful relationship with
contemporary literature, and, at the same
time, relieve some of the social tensions
that exist in an all-male atmosphere.

Do not be deceived. "Playboy" has its
shortcomings. The magazine's weak-
nesses, however, are so insignificant and
are so outranked by its attributes that
any destructive criticism would be quite
useless. The important thing is that
dormitory wall space must be filled. Is
there any better wallpaper than Miss
August, Playmate of the Month?

1967 Lawrencian

Faculty and wives, ca. 1966: (left to right) Rennie and Clark Duncan, Jane and Richard Pickering, Robert and
Jane Darling.



1958-1969 337

the area to the east and below the Gray Building and
Spaulding Hall was started in the fall of 1963; the cost
of the project was assumed by the Alumni and Fathers'
Associations. By December, the field was ninety per-
cent finished and promised for the 1964 season.
Unfortunately, the spring and summer were unseason-
ably dry and the field was not inaugurated until the
final game of the 1964 season against Cushing (L.A.
lost 34-0). Curiously, facilities for track and field events
were included in die original plans but never material-
ized.

Mrs. James R. (Etta) McDonald, honorary alumna
and one of the school's most unfailing supporters,
died in November, 1963. Her last gift to the Academy
by will amounted to almost $100,000.

Improvements to the athletic facilities continued.
Two new tennis courts were constructed across the
road from the Alumni-Fathers' Association Courts dur-
ing the summer of 1964. The following year, a new
hockey rink building replaced the Stewart Club House
which had been used since 1939.

The names of three Academy buildings were
changed by a vote of the board in September.
Branigan House became the Oliver Prescott House;
Ebert House was renamed the Dr. Green House; and
the Captain Condry Cottage, built in 1865 by Reverend
Alfred Goldsmith, was changed to Shumway House.

Scholarship, Room Study and Demerits

An intra-dormitory scholarship competition was
inaugurated in the fall of 1964. At the end of each

marking period, academic averages were calculated for
each dormitory and the "Lawrence Academy Merit
Award" flag was awarded to the dormitory with the
highest academic average. Prescott and Brazer Houses
were combined for the competition and first to fly die
merit flag.

Honor roll students (above an eighty average) were
allowed to study in their rooms rather than attend die
mandatory 7:30 to 9:30pm evening study hall.
Freshmen were the last class to receive this privilege in
early 1965, along with "two late nights during each
marking period, at the discretion of the dormitory
master."

The subtle beginnings of student empowerment at
the Academy can be traced to the middle 1960s; the
student councils during these years successfully pro-
moted a variety of reforms. For example, members of
the junior and senior classes were allowed to lead
morning chapel exercises which consisted of a hymn,
the Lord's Prayer, and a reading of the student's
choice (approved by the student council the previous
week).

Chapel exercises — formally called Assembly in the
daily schedule of the Academy — ended with
announcements by the faculty and staff of the school.
The audior will never forget the speeches by Norman
Grant about towels on the floor of die locker rooms in
the Gray Building. It seems few of the boys deposited
their soiled towels in die hampers, prompting "Bitsy"
to lecture the entire student body (and faculty) on
behavior, civilities, breeding, and morality. "Your
maids or mothers at home may pick up after you," he
implored, "but they're not here at the Academy with

THE DANCE THAT WASNT?

Dance weekend '68 might be easily
termed a disaster. However, before we
pass judgement and appropriately term it
as "typical," let's follow the weekend's
activities.

The sports events on Saturday
afternoon charmed our lady fairs
decisively. Baseball was highlighted by
Paul Swanson's three run homer, and
the lacrosse team became frustrated in
their efforts to down the Charles River
slide rulists.

As the late afternoon developed,
couples could be seen strolling the hills of
the Academy, contemplating an
uncomfortable evening in dinner clothes.

Among the subtle ruffling of formal
gowns, dinner began. The meal was a
nutritional extravaganza — quenching
the thirsts and satisfying the hungers of
our spring weekend Jack and Jills.

Among screams of "I told you so," the
well fed couples were greeted by a music-
less gym after dinner. With "Loves
Creation" supplying the necessary
impetus, couples frugged their way
through the remainder of the evening.

The Elms, May, 1968
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Genevieve M. Quigley, resident nurse from 1959 until she retired in 1970. The first
floor Dana House infirmary had been the kitchen and dining hall until the Gray
Building was completed in 1949.

Chef Warren Henderson and staff serving a sumptuous buffet
in 1966.
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you." (There is every reason to believe that the student
body was reluctant to comply because they actually
enjoyed the athletic director's diatribes.) Bitsy eventu-
ally modified our behavior through a series of experi-
ments (not physics), the most successful of which was
one towel per student, dispensed from the athletic
stockroom — "to be returned."

Discipline on an individual level was supervised by a
rotating faculty committee and the student council.
(Of course, serious problems arrived on the carpet of
the headmaster's office immediately.) This demerit
council convened once a week in the reception room
off the lobby of the schoolhouse to interview students
with demerits. (One demerit equaled fifteen minutes
work; they were liberally dispensed in increments of
four.) Reporting to the kitchen of the Gray Building at
6am on Sunday — the only morning one could sleep
late — to scrub floors, walls and garbage cans, trans-
formed the behavior of most undisciplined students.

Vietnam

An article entitled, "Current Events: Vietnam,"
appeared in the January, 1965, issue of The Elms. "What
is going to be the policy of the United States towards
South Vietnam?" asked the student author. "Our
biggest problem, as U.S. Aids, has been to try to estab-
lish a solid, respected government in Saigon."

One year later, on January 28, 1966, Thomas
Thurston Osborn, four year Academy student and a
member of the Class of 1963, died in Vietnam. "Ozzy"
was a Private First Class in the United States Army.

The undeclared war, in which the United States was
an "aid," had claimed its first son of Lawrence
Academy. The American flag on the site of Old Main
and the original schoolhouse was lowered to half-mast.
The ceremony was repeated three more times during
the next six years.

Marine Lance Corporal Frederick W. Fromme, Jr., a
day student from Ayer in the Class of 1959, died in
Vietnam on May 18,1967.

Richard Driggs LeMay, Jr., a member of the Class of
1958, died during his second tour of duty in Vietnam
on September 12, 1969. "Dirke"was a pilot and captain
in the United States Army.

First Lieutenant Richard Joseph Gray died in
Vietnam on June 13, 1971. Gray attended Lawrence
Academy four years and graduated with the Class of
1965. As a senior, Gray chose the following couplet
from the poem "Morality" by Matthew Arnold to
describe himself in the Lawrendan:

"But tasks in hours of insight will'd
Can be through hours of gloom fulfill'd."

The Lawrence Academy Program

By January, 1966, plans for the 175th anniversary of
the Academy were well underway, guided by trustee
Edgar P. Belden. The board agreed diat a building to
house a new library, a theater-auditorium for the per-
forming arts and school meetings, and a wing for
instruction in the visual arts, should be placed in the
"general location of Pillsbury House."

On the first Sunday evening of school
in September 1964, the freshman class
met in the study hall to hear the history of
the Academy. At that time, we spoke of the
class as graduating on the 175th
anniversary. Four years in the future
seemed a long time ahead and yet here we
are...

Much has happened during this four-
year period. Perhaps the most important
development has been in the individual
student. He has changed from a callow
youth to a man about to enter college fully
prepared to meet the stem realities of life.

. The world, too, has been an exciting
one with great advances in the
exploration of space. The universe has
trembled as the echoes of war resounded.
Concern has been felt as the "hippies" and
other strange groups have made headlines
in the newsprint...

Arthur W. Ferguson
29<5#Lawrencian
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Guarding the End
(For RichardJ. Gray,
Lawrence Academy Class of 1965,
on hearing of his death in Vietnam
June 13, 1971)

I cannot make the jungle death of men
From visions of our boyhood prep school

fun.
Our khaki ease and tousled regimen
Will not advance in camouflage and

gun.

I see you late one whistled afternoon,
in helmet, as you cut outside to steal
a step on me and take a bullet pass.
We ran like hell, matched stride for

stride, but soon,
although I dove headlong to catch your

heels,
you flew across the line beyond my grasp.

You will not get around my guard
again,

While in this field of lines [hold you,
friend.

And here forever will they see you run
On Lawrence fields in lingering autumn

David Fielding Smith
Class of 1965

The war in Vietnam comes to Lawrence Academy, January, 1966
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Various sites were contemplated, including four
acres south of Dr. Green House which the Academy
purchased at this time from George T. Skinner for
$13,000. (Mr. Skinner and his wife, Eleanor, inherited
die house and property of her father, Lawrence Park.
It is the first private house directly south of the
Academy campus.) But die Pillsbury House site was too
compelling. At diat location the new building would
complete the quadrangle bounded by the School
House, Gray Building, Spaulding and Sheedy Halls.

Pillsbury House was moved in two sections to its pre-
sent location (south of Spaulding Hall and facing the
Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields) during the summer
of 1966. Ground was immediately broken for the
humanities building — designed by Arland A. Dirlam
and constructed by H.P. Cummings.

The Lawrence Academy Program was publicly
announced by President Conant at the commence-
ment ceremonies on June 4, 1966. A goal of $900,000
in new capital funds, to be raised in the next two years,
would fund diree major projects: die humanities cen-
ter, endowment funds for student scholarship and fac-
ulty salary programs, and athletic facilities. The
campaign was launched with $225,000 in gifts and
pledges from die trustees.

The total goal of the fund-raising campaign was
increased to $1,000,000 by the board in September.
$720,000 was designated for the humanities center,
$230,000 for faculty salaries and scholarships, and
$50,000 for an all-weadier roof for the hockey rink.
This was the largest capital fund venture in the
Academy's history. (The total raised during the previ-
ous two decades was $1,700,000.) A case statement for

Ralph Conant, President of die Board from 1953
to 1966.
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the Lawrence Academy Program was published in the
fall of 1966 (among its illustrations was a picture of the
headmaster shoveling snow off the hockey rink). At
this same time, the presidency of the board shifted to
Daniel Needham from Ralph Conant who remained
on the board and assumed the chairmanship of the
Capital Fund Program.

Daniel Needham

Daniel Needham was the son of Colonel Daniel
Needham (alumnus, Academy trustee and president of
the board in the last century) and Ellen Mary Brigham,
of Groton. He graduated from Phillips Academy And-
over, Harvard College (1913) and Harvard Law School
(1916). In World War I, he was a lieutenant, captain,
major, and lieutenant colonel with the 26th Division,
and was awarded the Silver Star with two citations. He
served from 1921 until 1939 as a colonel, brigadier
general and major general of the Massachusetts
National Guard; he retired from military service in
1962. Needham was a founding partner in 1919 of the
law firm Sherburne, Powers and Needham in Boston.

The Ferguson Building

Work on the new building was hampered by a major
steel strike and winter weather. Even though the struc-
tural steel did not arrive until December, 1966, the
outside of the building was completed by early spring.
Work on the interior continued throughout the sum-
mer months of 1967 during which time the new cover
for the hockey rink was erected.

Daniel Needham, trustee of the Academy from 1953
to 1971 and President of the Board from 1966 to
1969.
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Headmaster Ferguson giving directions to the driver as the first half of Pillsbury House moves to its new location in
1966.
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At the meeting of the trustees on September 23,
1967, the headmaster was asked to withdraw from the
meeting by President Needham who "stated that the
suggestion has been made to name the new library-
auditorium building for Mr. Ferguson." On motion it
was voted and passed by the board; the headmaster
returned to the meeting and formally accepted the
honor.

The fund-raising consultants to the Academy recom-
mended a "Homecoming Day" in October for the ded-
ication of the new building. It was preceded by the
cornerstone ceremony on October 18th. Due to illness,
the headmaster was not present but Mrs. Ferguson
placed the first mortar on the stone, followed by the
Class of 1968 officers.

Headmaster Ferguson who was still hospitalized ("I
welcome you to the hill...and hope you leave Groton
convinced that Lawrence has made another great step
forward"); trustee Norman MacNeil introduced archi-
tect Dr. Arland A. Dirlam who presented President
Needham with a key to the building.

Needham stated that "it seems an irony of destiny
that our Headmaster could not be here today" and
announced the unveiling of a plaque in die new build-
ing which reads: "The Ferguson Building, devoted to
the humanities, and to the fine arts, and named in
commemoration of forty years of outstanding service
rendered by Arthur William Ferguson, able teacher,
administrator, and Headmaster of the Academy from
1958."

The "first annual" homecoming day at Lawrence
Academy was celebrated on October 21, 1967. The
Ferguson Building was open for inspection throughout
the day even though it was still months away from com-
pletion. (For example, book stacks and auditorium
chairs were not installed until March.) The alumni and
fathers' associations convened in the morning, the for-
mal dedication ceremony for the new building was
held in the gymnasium at noon, and the varsity foot-
ball team won its home game, 7 to 6, in the afternoon.

The dedication ceremonies of the Ferguson
Building included an invocation and benediction by
Reverend Andrew G. Rosenberger, minister of the First
Parish Church ("We thank thee for all those who have
made it possible...especially for the vision of the
Headmaster who has carried the dream of such a
building in his mind and heart for forty years").
Norman Grant welcomed the guests on behalf of

Trustee Conant revealed that an additional
$250,000 had been raised by the campaign (the total
of $575,000 to date exceeded the largest amount
secured in any previous Academy effort) and he
"kicked off" the alumni and parents' phase of the
fund-raising program.

Dr. Owen B. Kiernan, commissioner of education of
Massachusetts, delivered the dedication address in
which he predicted that "by 1975 or 1980 that die cost
of a single year at college will be approximately
$4,000." Kiernan's inflation expectation was too opti-
mistic: Harvard College cost $6,050 in 1975 and $9,000
in 1980.

Visitors to the Ferguson Building toured a multi-
purpose complex that contains an art gallery, a lounge,
the McDonald Library, an outdoor roof terrace, a
music rehearsal room and a visual arts wing (class-
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The Ferguson building was completed in 1968 on the site of Pillsbury House. The figure in the foreground is Norman
Grant, gazing at the building named for his Academy colleague of forty years, Arthur William Ferguson.
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The new McDonald Library in the Ferguson Building, 1968.
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rooms for painting, ceramics, sculpture, photography
and printing). The theater-auditorium, seating 400,
was named The Jane and Arnold Ginsburg Auditorium
to commemorate the gift of the alumnus who graduat-
ed from the Academy in 1946.

The 175th anniversary year of Lawrence Academy
was also distinguished as the first year that students
from the Independent Schools Talent Search Program
attended the Academy. Founded in 1963 by twenty-one
independent schools, the program identified students
with disadvantaged backgrounds who possess special
personal qualities as well as strong academic promise.
The ABC (A Better Chance) Project provided an eight
week summer residential experience as a transition for
many of the students. ABC was inaugurated at
Dartmouth College in the summer of 1964, followed
by Mount Holyoke in 1965, and Carleton College,
Williams College and Duke University in the summer
of 1966.

Days of Our Years

In honor of the school's anniversary, an original
show entitled Days of Our Years was presented on May
17th and 18th in the Jane and Arnold Ginsburg
Auditorium. Written and directed by faculty members
Joseph Sheppard, Richard Tracy and Alan Whipple,
the show was based on the history of the Academy and
the United States. Combining music, drama and come-
dy, the two act production depicted five periods of his-
tory: the founding of the Academy in 1793; a mock
political convention in 1859 (which actually took place
at the Academy and ended with one boy drawing a gun
to punctuate his Southern sympathies); the departure

of women from the school in 1898; the early years of
Principal Gray; and the present day. A beautiful musi-
cal theme composed by Sheppard accentuated the var-
ious transitions and provided the closing song, "Days
of Our Years." The show was die first performance in
die new auditorium and die first time that an Academy
dramatic production was presented for two nights.

The 1968 Lawrencian included an anniversary sec-
tion widi excerpts from the history of the Academy and
testimonials from Senators Edward Kennedy ("You can
justly be proud of your past 175 years of contributions
to our national heritage") and Edward W. Brooke
("Lawrence Academy moves into the last quarter of its
second century as a splendid example of all diat is stur-
dy, enduring, and progressive in the American inde-
pendent school").

Trustee Ralph W. Conant died on May 11, 1968. He
had maintained an active and lively interest in the
Academy as a trustee for twenty-four years, diirteen of
which he was president of the board. A memorial in
die minutes of the board solemnly stated: "It was Ralph
Conant's strong conviction that the middle and late
teens were a crucial period in a boy's development
when the impact of good teaching and inspiring lead-
ership had their greatest effect. He believed that
schools of the type, and particularly the size, of
Lawrence Academy were the most effective medium
for reaching boys at this crucial age, and he devoted a
large part of his time, thought and substance to the
emergence of Lawrence Academy into its present posi-
tion as a leading New England independent school."

When the board of trustees met on May 22, 1968,
diey voted to increase tuition for the following year to
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Winthrop L. Sheedy, Class of 1909, trustee and Treasurer of
the Board from 1947 to 1965.
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The colors, followed by the Academy band and student body on their way to formation
in the Memorial Day parade, 1968. The author is leading the Academy formation on the
far right. The tradition of the Academy marching in the Groton Memorial Day parade
was established by Principal Bridgman in 1923 and continued for almost fifty years.
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$2,800 for boarders and to $950 for day boys. The
Finance Committee reported that the endowment
funds "at market value today stand at about $1,300,000
with 70% in equities and 30% in bonds." The last
order of business was the reading by President
Needham of Headmaster Ferguson's resignation which
expressed his willingness to serve for one more year,
until July 1, 1969.

The new Ferguson Building enabled the Academy
to host a unique summer program in the arts during
1968. It was designed to offer a broad view of art,
music and drama, with an emphasis on student cre-
ativity. Faculty members Whipple (drama) and Searle
(art) were joined byj. Stanley Sheppard (music) of
St. Mark's School for the first summer of this pro-
gram.

A total of 251 boys attended Lawrence Academy dur-
ing the 1968-1969 academic year (202 boarding, 49
day). The record enrollment during Headmaster
Ferguson's final year at the Academy included students
from nineteen states and eight foreign countries.
There were twenty-three men on the faculty.

Winthrop L. Sheedy House

Academy alumnus (1909), trustee (from 1947) and
treasurer of the board (from 1947) Winthrop L.
Sheedy died in December, 1965. His interest in the stu-
dents and the welfare of the Academy was notable. As a
member of the 1907 football team which lost only to
St. Mark's School, Sheedy shared die boys' endiusiasm
for sports, and always displayed this enthusiasm in his
remarks at die fall sports banquets.

Sheedy's house and land on Powder House Road,
adjacent to the Administration and School Building,
was purchased by the trustees in early 1969 for
$70,000. Built in 1855 and renovated by Sheedy in the
1930s, the building was immediately remodeled into
three apartments for members of the faculty. The
newest addition to the campus was named the
Winthrop L. Sheedy Faculty House.

Arthur Ferguson Retires

The winter 1969 issue of The Alumni Journal (pub-
lished quarterly since the previous year) was dedicated
to Headmaster Ferguson. Testimonials from trustees,
alumni and friends filled its pages with memories of
"Fergie" as a remarkable English teacher and as the
indefatigable director of the Autumn Frolics.

Arthur and Janette Ferguson were honored at a din-
ner with the faculty and trustees at the Brae Burn
Country Club in Newton, on June 10th. During his
speech, the retiring Headmaster confessed, "Nothing
succeeds like successors." Less than a month later, die
Fergusons moved their belongings out of Brazer
House and walked across Main Street to their new
home, the "Kilbourn" cottage, south of the Groton
Public Library. The house was built for a store around
1820 by Squire Brazer's son, William Farwell Brazer,
who began his studies at the Academy in 1794.

After forty-two years at Lawrence Academy, the
Fergusons chose to retire across the street from the
school. They remained active for many years. Mr.
Ferguson became a volunteer at Nashoba Community
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Hospital, where he was a trustee. He served on the issued a proclamation declaring September 14th as
board of the Groton Public Library for forty-one years Arthur W. Ferguson Recognition Day.
and when he retired in 1985, the town of Groton Arthur W. Ferguson died on December 21, 1986.





1969 -1984 Benjamin Davis Williams III

A Screening Committee, headed by President
Needham, was organized during the summer of

1968 to select and recommend to the trustees a succes-
sor to Headmaster Ferguson. President Needham
reported to the board on January 24, 1969, that "the
unanimous choice of the committee, after interviewing
seventeen candidates, was Benjamin D. Williams,
presently a master at Pomfret School." He was appoint-
ed headmaster as of July 1, 1969.

Williams came to the attention of the Academy
Screening Committee because of his wife, Nancy. One
of her closest friends in college was the daughter of
trustee George Higginson who contacted Ben and
invited him to apply for the headmastership. Williams
remembers the whole interview process as "very
Bostonian."

Williams was born on March 8, 1936, in New York
City and attended public schools in Sea Cliff, Long
Island. After six years at St. Paul's School in Concord,
New Hampshire (Class of 1953), Williams continued
his formal education at Princeton University which
granted him a bachelor of arts degree with honors
(sociology) in 1957. He was a member of the United
States Marine Corps from 1957 to 1961 and, while sta-
tioned in Washington with the Presidential Honor
Guard, Captain Williams met Nancy Nielson whom he
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/ had a lot of confidence because I
hadn't been burned...I probably moved a
lot faster than I would were I to accept a
new headship now, but I didn 't know any
better. It was very clear that Ferguson ran
the show and ran it very independently. I
didn't operate that way myself because
Pomfret didn't operate that way. I
respected the system at Pomfret.

Benjamin D. Williams, III
May, 1991

married in November, 1961. Upon his discharge from
the marines, he followed in the footsteps of his father
and joined the investment banking firm of W. E.
Hutton & Company in January, 1962. He realized
quickly that the financial world was not his calling in
life and, in the fall, he accepted an appointment to the
faculty of the Pomfret School in Connecticut.

During the next seven years, he taught sociology
and anthropology, sat on the admissions committee,
edited the Pomfret Bulletin, and coached hockey and
tennis. Williams also pursued a master of arts degree in
education at the University of Connecticut which he
completed during the summer of 1969. When the new
headmaster and his wife moved into Brazer House,
they arrived with three young sons: Benjamin D., IV,
Frederick Warner (Class of 1982), and Joseph Pirie
(Class of 1984).

Change and the Dissolution of the Autocratic
Model

Less than half the age of his predecessor,
Headmaster Williams arrived at Lawrence Academy
with, in his words, a "non-traditional" agenda, heavily
influenced by his experience at Pomfret School which
had just become coeducational. Williams told the
trustees during his interviews, "If you appoint me head-
master, Lawrence will become coeducational as soon
as possible."

The headmaster reviewed his agenda and policies
with the faculty and student council during the week
before school officially opened with an enrollment of
261 boys (209 boarders and 52 day students) from 18

states and 9 foreign countries.

Increased student responsibility was emphasized;
students were "expected" rather than "required" to ful-
fill their responsibilities. Work around the campus,
dormitories, dining room and kitchen was no longer
limited to scholarship students; all students had an
equal obligation to the school regardless of scholarship
status. Spaulding Hall was no longer a dormitory exclu-
sively for seniors; seniors were distributed throughout
the campus to augment the proctor system in the
undergraduate dormitories. An effort was made to
make the day students a greater part of the school
community; they were now expected to take part in
afternoon activities.

Church attendance, a requirement of Academy stu-
dents since 1793, was slightly modified in the fall of
1969. A non-denominational service was offered in the
Ginsberg Auditorium on Sunday mornings as an on-
campus alternative to services in Groton or Ayer. The
opening program was conducted by the headmaster
with subsequent services conducted by members of the
faculty or invited guests, particularly religious profes-
sionals and educators.

The dress code was relaxed from "coat and tie" to
include "turtleneck shirt and jacket," exemptions from
evening study hall were increased, and off-campus priv-
ileges — both weekday and weekend — were enor-
mously expanded. For more than fifty years, visits to
village stores had been limited to Tuesdays and
Saturdays; they were now unlimited "after classes until
dinner provided [the student] has no other school
obligation."
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The new rules and regulations were all spelled out
in the student handbook, Omnibus Lucet. The last stu-
dent handbook was published by the Lawrence
Academy Christian Association in the late 1940s.

Student government was also changed significandy.
The student council, first organized by Principal Gray
in 1934 and composed exclusively of seniors, extended
membership in 1969 to underclassmen, thereby creat-
ing a more representative body. "The Council is pri-
marily dedicated to increasing students' activism,"
wrote The Elms.

Redemptive Rather Than Punitive

A new disciplinary body was formed called the
Judiciary Committee, composed of three students and
three faculty members. "Only major disciplinary prob-
lems go to the committee," stated The Elms; 'The stu-
dents are depended upon to take care of the smaller
problems concerning discipline among diemselves."

Headmaster Williams added five members to the
faculty in the fall of 1969, a group which included
David Fielding Smith, a graduate of the Academy
(1965) and Tufts University (A.B. in English, 1969).
The following January, John and Marylou Curran
joined the faculty, increasing its number to twenty-
seven. There had not been a female member of the
Academy faculty since Harriet Adams Clarke taught
history and Bible in 1924-25 under Principal
Bridgman. A variety of new faculty positions were creat-
ed in 1969: director of dormitory life, dean of students,
and director of social activities.

The Williams family when they arrived at the Academy in 1969: (left to right) Nancy,
Joseph, the Headmaster, Benjamin IV, and Frederick.
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BoanlingSchool Blues
The storied-boarding schools of the East

are as well-mannered, wealthy and
academically rigorous as they ever were.
Indeed, many are broadening their
curricuhuns and ridding themselves of
anachronistic customs. But they are not so
exclusive or sought after as in the past...

The prep schools' competition is
improving, and some of it is free.
Suburban public high schools...are now
often on an academic par with boarding
schools...

The biggest factor is that more parents
than ever are letting their children''choose
their oxun schools. A traditional boarding
school thai excludes one sex is rarely the
first choice...Says David Pynchon',
headmaster of Deerfield Academy,
"Today's youth is not accepting the kind
of authority that the school represents."

Time Magazine
September 1, 1970

The Lowell and Mental Health Projects

A program was initiated by the headmaster, with the
cooperation of Community Teamwork Inc., for stu-
dents to work with inner-city residents of Lowell. The
afternoon activities included community action, tutor-
ing and recreation. The success of the Academy stu-
dents inspired a city wide Education Commission to
train added volunteers and set up new programs. "We
have gained new friends and have experienced a vari-
ety of situations which are truly valuable," wrote Steven
G. Bull '70. "Many of us have had a feeling of purpose
and accomplishment."

Donald W. Morse, chairman of the Academy
Science Department, introduced a mental health pro-
ject. Academy students, as "clinical tutors," visited insti-
tutionalized patients at Grotonwood and children at
the North Central Massachusetts Mental Health Center
in Fitchburg. Jeffrey S. Dykens and Alexander A.
Henkels, members of the Class of 1971, described how
the "one-to-one relationship between the student and
the child...attained tangible progress."

Educational experience beyond the campus class-
rooms was expanding by these projects in the fall of
1969. Experiential education had arrived at Lawrence
Academy. Project cool, or "classrooms out of
Lawrence," was available to seniors who submitted pro-
posals, selected a faculty advisor and gained approval
from classroom teachers. Projects ranged from
oceanography, forestry and electrical engineering to
work in the Academy development office.

The war in Vietnam was actively discussed by the
Academy community during the year with guest speak-

Norman E. MacNeil, Class of 1947, trustee
from 1960 to 1983, and President of the
Board from 1969 to 1977.
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ers that included alumni who served in the war.
Seventy students and faculty met on the evening of
October 15th in the auditorium to acknowledge
Moratorium Day and debate the war.

It was during the fall of 1969 and intensifying war
debate that the student body chose a new name for the
Academy football team. Ironically, their choice was the
"Spartans," after the warlike people of ancient Sparta
in Greece.

The presidency of the board of trustees changed at
the September, 1969, meeting from Daniel Needham
to Norman E. MacNeil. Needham had requested that
he not be considered for reelection, but remained on
the board until his death in June, 1971.

The computer age at Lawrence Academy was
launched in 1970 when the board approved the pur-
chase of a PDP-8/1 computer from Digital
Corporation for $13,500. A basic course in program-
ming was offered by the Mathematics Department in
the fall. "The computer does not have an intelligence
of its own," wrote mathematics teacher James P.
Holmes in the Elms, "A computer is more unforgiving
than any master could possibly be."

Butler House

In 1810, Caleb Butler, the seventh preceptor of the
Academy, built the house directly across Main Street
from Brazer House. His unmarried daughter Clarissa
Buder lived in the house until her death in 1875, fol-
lowed by Misses Minerva and Mary Warren, ship cap-
tain William Norman, and the Holt and Aelion

families. The Academy purchased the house in 1970
from Mr. and Mrs. Misha N. Kadick for $54,000.

Virginia A. May, in her book, Groton Houses,
describes the house as, "built at a time when 12 over 12
windows were being used in new houses, and is one of
the few in town with this interesting detail. Both sashes
of the windows, in the front rooms at least, were built
with shutters that slide into the wall. As in most of the
houses along Main Street in that area where the land
slopes away toward Broad Meadow, there was a base-
ment kitchen with a cooking fireplace."

The house was officially named the Caleb Butler
House and became the fourth oldest building on the
Academy campus after Waters (1783), Dana (1793)
and Brazer House (1802).

Norman and Catherine Grant Retire

The last order of business at the board meeting in
May, 1970, was: "Voted: To name the hockey rink the
Norman B. Grant Rink. It was the first of numerous
accolades for the couple that spanned the next year
and a half.

Both Norman and Catherine Grant remained at the
Academy through June 30, 1970, to assist the new
headmaster during his first year as they completed
their fortieth witfi Norm as director of athletics, direc-
tor of maintenance, senior master and physics teacher;
and Catherine as secretary to the headmaster.

The Class of 1970 dedicated the Lawrencian 1970 to
Norman B. Grant, "a man of depth, kindness, and sac-

ACADEMYI — Digest
There are no longer any morning

chapel services per se. Students and
faculty meet at an 8:05 a.m. assembly
for announcements...

Attendance at Saturday night movies
is not compulsory...

Debate with Groton School; subject,
"Marching in Memorial Day Parade. "
Lawrence drew the negative. Won by
Groton School...

Memorial Day Parade cancelled
because of rain.

Lawrence Academy Journal
Summer 1970



358 I 1969 -1984

Little did I realize, when I, as a
young boy, first met you when. I applied
to Lawrence, that I would eventually
inherit the many joys and satisfactions,
together with the problems, that go along
irilh my new job at Lawrence.

I am sure there was student unrest in
my day, but I just do not recall doing
some of the things that the children are
doing today.

Phyllis and I see a lot of the Grants

and from time to time we compare notes

about student life in the 40s and student

life in the 60s and 70s. Norman Grant

is happy to be retiring this June 1. He

just cannot take any more of these kids

today-

Norman E. MacNeil

in a letter to

Fred Gray, March, 1970

Catherine and Norman Grant retire in 1970 with
combined service of sixty-nine years to the Academy.

rificial dedication." At the school assembly called to
announce the yearbook dedication, Mr. Grant received
a standing ovation. He fought back the tears and left
the study hall first — probably the only time in his
career.

"I Want Three Volunteers. You, You
And You!"

It was the end of an era — defined by legendary
coaching, chapel speeches, Sunday morning breakfasts
in Dana House (for those boys attending the Episcopal
church service at Groton School) and a zealous vigi-
lance for long sideburns and hair. It was not a coinci-
dence that long hair arrived at Lawrence Academy in
the fall of 1970, immediately after the retirement of
the Grants.

Over 320 alumni, parents, fellow athletic coaches
and directors, and friends gathered at the Somerset
Hotel, Boston, for a testimonial to the Grants. Among
the wonderful surprises that evening were the arrival of
Norman, Jr. '49, from Anchorage, Alaska, and the pre-
sentation of a check for $25,000 to start a fund for arti-
ficial ice at the Grant Rink. Three alumni, Bennett R.
Black '41, his son, Donald '67, and Steve Merrifield
'41, announced their gift of a new road to the rink
(from the Lowell Road, past the Mountain Cottage) to
be known as "Grant Way."

Norman and Catherine Grant moved out of their
apartment on the second floor of Dana House to an
apartment in a house on Champney Street in Groton,
and took a well-earned, extended vacation which
included a visit to see Bitsy, Jr. in Alaska. Norm spent
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Marion and Francis Head in the alumni office, 1968.
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In the summer of 1969 I arrived on
the Lawrence Academy campus and
confronted a living legend. I was a
neophyte in many respects, particularly
in terms of the responsibilities I was
about to assume. Norman Grant, on the
other hand, was the personification of
experience; formidable in appearance,
confident in his bearing, thoroughly at
home in his surroundings, and snow
white at the summit. That moment was
crucial for me as all "beginnings" are. In
theory I was in charge, in fact I was
terrified. Norman took my hand, his grip
was firm and there was a reassuring
twinkle in his eyes. My sense of security
returned, not because I had become the
leader but because I knew I had an ally
whom I could trust and depend on to
lead me, by the hand if necessary,
through that "rookie"year...

In the final analysis Norman Grant
was an architect who transformed
schoolboys into men...

In the distinguished history of
Lawrence Academy Norman Grant will
be counted among the greats. His life
contributed meaning and purpose to our
program, his personal stamp is on us
and we are better for it.

Headmaster Benjamin D. Williams
February, 1983

much of his time as a volunteer at the Nashoba
Community Hospital when he was not watching
Academy athletic events or coaching the alumni hock-
ey, basketball and lacrosse games.

As a couple, the Grants spent a great deal of time
with their best friends, Robert and Joanne LeRoy of
Amherst, New Hampshire. Not only did the LeRoys
send their two sons to the Academy (Harris, Jr. '59
and Curtis '72), but it was Robert LeRoy who assisted
coach Grant with his varsity lacrosse teams in the
1940s.

Norman Belcher Grant died on January 10, 1983, at
age 78.

Overshadowed by the retirement of the Grants in
1970 was the departure of faculty member Robert S.
Shepherd who, for twenty-two years, was a colorful and
dynamic teacher, administrator, dormitory master and
athletic coach. Bob and Peg Shepherd moved to the
Austin-Cate School in New Hampshire where he
became assistant head, director of admissions and ath-
letic director. In 1980, Shep joined the faculty of Coe-
Brown Academy in New Hampshire, until his
retirement in 1986.

Genevieve M. Quigley, resident nurse at the first
floor Dana House infirmary since 1959, retired in
1970. Her trademark was the immediate administra-
tion of two aspirin, a honey-lemon juice mixture, and
throat spray — followed by the question: "Now, what's
wrong with you?" The remedy and question worked
every time.

The use of the Academy campus in the summer

months was dramatically increased in 1970 with the
introduction of the New England Tennis Camp which
leased some of the facilities. The program included
sixty boys and girls, ages 10 to 14, in two four-week ses-
sions. Students were housed in Sheedy and Spaulding
Halls.

One of the innovations during the headmaster's
first year at the Academy was the publication of LA
Wifes Weekly, conceived and edited by Nancy Williams.
It listed all Academy events (including athletic team
records), OD and SH assignments (on-duty and study
hall), off-campus activities, social news, and reminders
such as: "All dogs should be vaccinated and licensed as
of April 1;" "A favorite LA hairdresser, Helen, is open-
ing her shop at 122 Central Avenue in Ayer;" and "Don
Morse is conducing a Sex Seminar for juniors and
seniors some time during this week to which interested
ladies may be welcomed."

"I'd Rather Have Hair Than Girls"

So stated an Academy student to his mother when
they spoke about the topics discussed at Parents' Day
in 1969. Little did the boy know that he would have his
wish. Long hair was permitted in 1970 and girls did not
arrive until the following year.

Coeducation at Lawrence Academy was a lively topic
among the faculty, student body and parents during
the headmaster's first year. The three constituencies
received a questionnaire in the fall of 1969 concerning
the possibility of admitting girls as day students. The
results were beguiling (and anonymous).
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Faculty:
8 in favor
8 opposed,
4 "only if necessary"
2 undecided

Students:
152 in favor
51 opposed
48 undecided

Parents:
67 in favor
68 opposed

None of the parents answered that they would with-
draw their son "should the school go coeducational on
a day basis."

After visits to recently converted single-sex private
schools, debates, editorials and surveys, the issue of
coeducation at Lawrence Academy was brought before
the board of trustees for a vote at their fall meeting,
October 3, 1970. "After explanation by the headmas-
ter, questions by the trustees, and considerable discus-
sion, it was on motion, VOTED: to approve a policy of
accepting girls as day students beginning in the fall of
1971." Five months later, the Executive Committee of
the board, "VOTED: to admit five (5) girls for the aca-
demic year 1971-1972 as boarding students to live in
Brazer House."

Seventy-three years had passed since girls attended
the Academy. Director of Admissions, Richard
Pickering, wrote an editorial in the December, 1970,
issue of the Elms which stated: "...Lawrence has taken
an important step in the direction of further diversify-
ing its student body. As an Academy we can take con-

siderable pride in knowing that we do not cater to any
social or academic elite...Lawrence must operate in a
society larger than itself."

The same issue of the Elms reported a recent visit to
the campus by William Baird, the noted birth control
and abortion advocate, who spoke to a large group of
townspeople, Groton School students, Academy stu-
dents and faculty in the MacNeil Lounge. Clearly,
women's liberation and sexual politics preceded the
arrival of the first girls who were described by Richard
Pickering in the June, 1971, issue of the Elms as "cer-
tainly not all ugly or all beautiful any more than are our
boys."

1970 -1971

Headmaster Williams' second year at Lawrence
Academy was one of profound change, faculty and stu-
dent unrest, drugs, and financial difficulties.

School commenced with a total enrollment of 278
students and thirty-one faculty. Seventy-three day stu-
dents was an Academy record and a direct result of die
strategy to increase significantly the day student popula-
tion.

Alan Whipple, who became the first dean of faculty
in the fall of 1971, described what happened "as an
assault on those methods to which we older faculty
were basically dedicated...New goals were vaguely stat-
ed in terms of a 'community of learning' where the
individual adolescent is emphasized and liberated to
make his own decisions." Whipple's five page, single-
spaced essay, entitled "Some Reflections on Lawrence

In spite of the troubles and the
divisions we face as a society, and
knowing full well that private education
is now fighting for its very survival, I
view the future of The Lawrence
Academy with cautious optimism...The
day of the independent school, content as
a physical and cultural isolate, has
ended...In many respects we are a
microcosm of society.

Benjamin D. Williams
Summer, 1970

SCHOOL LIFE
At The Lawrence Academy we seek to

establish a productive sense of
community. We hope to maintain a
climate which stimulates all who live
and learn herein to achieve optimum
potential according to their various
interests and abilities. Diversity is
encouraged, for we believe that when
ideas and opinions are expressed in a
responsible manner the entire community
stands to benefit. Differences may well be
a source of strength so long as those
differences are not translated into any
action which infringes upon the rights of
others... We strive to reach an ideal, to be
a school in which faculty and students
interact on the basis of mutual respect,
trust and confidence...

Academy Catalogue, 1970-71
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My sons chose Lawrence because there
were no girls...Believe me, they are not
anti-female but feel they can work better
without distraction.

My son was sent to Lawrence
Academy to establish a strong academic
background, not to wash dishes and
clean a kitchen. He already knows this
from home training. We consider this an
imposition and did not agree to any such
conditions when our son was enrolled
there.

All the way or none; i.e., why let one
fox in with ten chickens — or is it one
chicken with ten foxes ? Let's even (or
balance) the scales and go completely
coeducational or not at all.

The art of concentration is difficult
enough to develop without the distraction
of nearly bare female legs...

Our son feels that girls will lower
academic interest and prefers to see LA
remain all boys. Might this be an
unflattering comment on his mother's
intellectual capacity!

Academy" was an impassioned description of the
transformation and turmoil at the school. "Then
came the First days of faculty meetings prior to school
and we indulged ourselves in an orgy of change to
the point that I, for one, had literally a physical feel-
ing of disorientation. I can still remember walking
across the campus and feeling an alien in my own ter-
ritory...Aggravating an already difficult situation, the
boys sensed certain divisions and exploited them —
some consciously and others quite deliberately."

The faculty became polarized — not only along the
lines of "old guard" versus "new guard," but also by
issues, for which the acronym, C.O.W. (controversy of
the week), was facetiously created. Imbroglios erupted
almost daily in the faculty room. "You never knew who
would be up that day," recalls John Curran, "and who
would be debating whom." The atmosphere of the
Academy campus was further charged by a program of
speakers arranged by the dean of students (Charles E.
Hopkins, Jr.) and a multitude of student newspapers
(Vision, The Daily Chronicle, Turningpoint, Student Press,
The Arena) in which opinions of the students, headmas-
ter and faculty were freely expressed. A campus radio
station (WLIR), dubbed "Liberation Systems," was
available to the various groups on campus — even the
faculty wives had their own radio show. Committees
composed of students and faculty were formed to eval-
uate various parts of Academy life — most notably
study, student life, religion and drugs.

Drugs

The problem of illegal drugs at the Academy can be
traced to the previous decade when the use of marijua-

na by students was first discovered. A few students were
quietly expelled for "pot" during the last few years of
Arthur Ferguson's administration at which time faculty
member Donald Morse began an effort to educate the
Academy community about the problem. The appear-
ance of LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide) on campus,
the powerful drug that produces hallucinations, rede-
fined the problem as a crisis. Now the danger to the
physical and mental health of students was incalculable
and potentially fatal. '

From 1969 to 1972, twelve students were expelled
from the Academy as a result of their involvement with
drugs. Like most secondary schools during this period,
Lawrence Academy was in a state of advanced perplexi-
ty. Enforcement, education and counseling moved for-
ward — but progress was slow. One true story from
these years is remarkable: When a student went home
for vacation, he asked his dormitory master to water
the house plants in his room. The master dutifully
took care of the plants — completely unaware that
they were marijuana.

The Roof Caves In

Something had to give amidst the politics, intrigue
and dissidence at the Academy during the winter of
1971. It turned out to be the roof of the Grant Rink
which collapsed in February. Heavy snow, followed by
rain, caused the structure to fail, luckily at a time when
no one was on the ice. Dick Jeffers recalls, "The first
thing we did was telephone Middlesex School. They
had the identical rink and we told them to remove the
snow." The Academy hockey roof was declared a total
loss and the homeless hockey teams sought refuge at
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The roof of the Grant Rink collapsed under the weight of heavy snow in February, 1971.

/ believe that a group of carefully
selected girls would round-out the
student body and would stimulate the
boys to higher academic heights
...Learning to live with and work with
the opposite sex is certainly a key to a
successful and balanced life.

The main reason for sending our son
to LA is because there are NO GIRLS
enrolled there. Let them go to a private
girls school.

Doubt if it will help the boys study any
better.

I believe strongly that men and boys
have to take a stand. There should be
some refuge left for men.

As long as the classes can still be kept
relatively small, so as to assure the same
high academic standards, girls are great.

Excerpts from parents' comments
to the headmaster's

"Survey on Coeducation"
Fall, 1969
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/ Hope We Can Handle It Editorial
The announcement that Lawrence

ivill become a coeducational school next
fall has been received by the students
with a somewhat indifferent attitude.
Although a majority of the students
voted for coeducation last spring, the
general concensus now seems to be that
girls in the classrooms will eliminate the
famous "bull sessions " and will certainly
bring about a more formal dress, speech,
and manner...

[The student body] actually believe
that the girls will create an
uncomfortable atmosphere, and a
remarkable number of students have said
that they will also create more academic
competition. We now invite anyone to
tell us what is wrong with that...

The Elms, December, 1970

the rink of Groton School.

Chairman of the board of trustees, Norman
MacNeil, described the disaster as "the answer to my
prayers" because it prompted fund raising and the
relocation of a new artificial ice rink. Sited south of
Pillsbury House, on both the Skinner property and the
apple orchard property donated to the Academy in
1966 by alumnus and trustee, Carl A. P. Lawrence, the
new Grant Rink was constructed in the summer and
fall of 1971 and dedicated on January 29, 1972. The
bronze dedication plaque from the old rink was
installed at the north end of the new facility. It
includes a faithful description of Norman B. Grant:
"No individual has ever given more to a school."

Student Strike

The next roof to fall at the Academy was figurative: a
strike of classes organized by student activists. The last
Academy protest occurred in 1889 when students
demanded the principal's dismissal; the issue was the
quality of education at the Academy. In the spring of
1971, the issue was adjudication — but the case was
capricious and burlesque in the context of the burning
issues of the day which included, among others,
Vietnam, abortion, race relations, the environment,
human rights, drugs and the selective service draft.

The celebrated cause of the strike was the Judiciary
Committee's punishment of a student who bit the
school janitor. Students remained in the study hall for
the entire morning, discussing the imbalance of the
Academy scales of justice. (Were they told that the per-
secuted student had bitten more than a dozen other

people?) Various members of the faculty, which initially
retreated to their lounge for a spontaneous meeting,
reappeared in the study hall to debate, placate and
cajole the student body. Headmaster Williams, off-cam-
pus during the morning — a fact which may have influ-
enced the timing of the uprising — returned to the
anarchistic scene and immediately summoned the dean
of students, Charles E. Hopkins, Jr., for an assessment.

Lunchtime slowed the protest down. No doubt, the
students were learning that a revolution, like an army,
"marches on its stomach." By afternoon, the drama of
the day diminished. The headmaster replaced Dean of
Students Hopkins with Richard A. Jeffers, a member of
the faculty since 1961, who recalls that "no one else
would take the job."

Financial Pinch

Even the financial status of the Academy came
under pressure during the school year. It was
announced at the board meeting in January, 1971, that
"the Academy is now showing a cash deficit of
$165,000." $100,000 was borrowed from a bank as a
quick fix but, surprisingly, the actual deficit for 1971
turned out to be only $37,000, thanks in part to annual
fund gifts that totaled almost $100,000 for the year.
The first auction/bazaar, a suggestion of President of
the Board Norman MacNeil ("It was my wife's idea"),
was held in May and generated almost $15,000 for
scholarships. The Spaulding Scholarship was eliminat-
ed at this time, primarily because of the increasing
number of ABC students (eight in '71-'72), all of
whom received between one-half and full tuition. A
grant of full tuition was established at this time for one
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day student from the town of Groton. The financial
problems of the Academy could be traced to the previ-
ous capital campaign, The Lawrence Academy
Program, which fell far short of its one million dollar
goal. $534,000 was raised which was significantly less
than the total cost of the Ferguson Building
($800,000), By the spring of 1971, bank loans totaled
in excess of $150,000 yet the board "Voted to pay back
the Endowment Fund all of the monies borrowed from
same ($189,000) during the 175th Anniversary
Building Campaign."

The Year the Bellrope Broke

The schoolhouse bell, which tolled since the found-
ing of the Academy to summon students to class and to
celebrate athletic victories, was also rung for gradua-
tion exercises. As the Class of 1971 filed into the Gray
Building at the beginning of their commencement
program, the school bell suddenly fell silent. The bell
rope broke and the unaccompanied march of the stu-
dents created a farcical and ominous end to a unique
year in the history of the school. "We've seen passion
kick reason in the teeth and courage too frequently
take a back seat," remarked the headmaster in his com-
mencement speech. "If you deify individualism at the
expense of all else you will have no alternative but to
stand alone."

Seven members of the faculty departed at the end of
the academic year. Among this group was Jack Burckes
who had spent sixteen years at Lawrence in a variety of
capacities including dormitory master, coach, history
department chairman, college counselor and director
of studies.

Francis A. Head
1909 -1971

Francis A. Head died in June, 1971. His dedicated
service to the Academy spanned thirty-two years during
which lime he was private secretary to Principal Gray,
assistant treasurer of the board of trustees, secretary of
the alumni association, editor of alumni publications,
manager of the book store, Saturday night movie pro-
jectionist, and dormitory master for twenty-four years.
"I am itching to get at the work that is ahead of me,"
he wrote in 1970 to Sean O'Neil, English Department
chairman and the first director of development at the
Academy. "My greatest asset is the fact that I know
most of our 2,000 alumni, a great many of them per-
sonally." With simplicity and without fanfare, Francis
Head imparted to the Academy community that the
truly rewarding life is one of giving, sharing and car-
ing. And he believed that there was no greater lesson
for Academy boys to learn.

The Eleventh Sign of the Zodiac Continues

The eight additions to the faculty in the fall of 1971
included Vincent P. Skinner as chairman of the
English Department and curriculum coordinator;
Elizabeth Sheets, the second woman to join the faculty
since 1924-25; and Gordon Sewall, Academy alumnus
(1967) and recent graduate of Bowdoin College
(1971).

The year was rife with innovations and change — not
to mention the arrival of forty-two girls. The girl board-
ing students lived in the Brazer House annex under the
conscionable watch of dormitory master and mistress,

Lawrence handled coeducation with
great honesty and not much finesse.
When 1 came for an interview, there were
torn out urinals heaped in the
downstairs corridor of the schoolbuilding.
"Have to make a few changes," said the
Director of Admissions, coughed, and
turned color.

I don't think that for most of the
entering class of girls, the circumstances
that the school had just "gone coed" was
a particular plus or minus. If you lived
in the area and were trapped in a public
school system which was, at that time,
not very good, there were hardly any
options. (Groton School started accepting
girls in 1975.) The exciting and
terrifying thing for me was not
coeducation (public schools are all coed),
but the fact that Lawrence was private,
which implied both unknown and
threateningly high standards.

So Lawrence got a good group, and a
group that was so diverse that students
and faculty alike couldn't help noticing
that we were all individuals, which is
exactly what you want to have happen.

Lee Johnson, Class of 1973
Director of Alumni Affairs

1978-1980
Trustee, 1982-
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Two weeks ago I drove in here at 7
o'clock in the evening and had one of the
thrills of my life. The lights were on and
a game was in progress complete with
referees, fans and parents. I was so
thrilled I walked around the rink and
felt like the "Old Maid" who finally got
engaged and who was holding her new
diamond in her hand and saying, "I've
made it at last!"

from the speech by
Norman E. MacNeil

at the dedication of the
Grant Rink, January 29, 1972

School Dress: Boys will not be required
to wear a jacket and tie to class. Girls
may wear slacks or Bermuda shorts if
they wish...Old clothes may be worn in
the afternoons and on other appropriate
occasions. In the evening, boys will wear
a jacket and tie at dinner, girls must
dress accordingly. Hair must be kept
clean and neatly groomed. Boys are not
permitted to wear beards.

Benjamin D. Williams
Memorandum to all incoming

students, August, 1971

Benjamin and Nancy Williams. The headmaster recalls,
"Unfortunately, we didn't benefit from the Academy's
earlier experience with coeducation."

An Executive Committee of the faculty, meeting
every other week, assisted the headmaster in his
administrative responsibilities. The committee was
composed of the dean of students, the dean of die fac-
ulty, the curriculum coordinator, the director of
admissions, the director of development and the busi-
ness manager. This advisory body assisted in the for-
mulation of school policy, made recommendations on
behalf of the faculty, and participated with the head-
master in the decision-making process.

Curriculum Changes, Innovations and the
First Winterim

In 1971, the academic year was divided into three
semesters of approximately ten weeks each, and a
fourth term, Winterim, was scheduled during the two
weeks preceding spring vacation in March.

Designed to give students, faculty, and friends of the
Academy the opportunity to study in depth a variety of
subjects rarely found in a secondary school curriculum,
the first Winterim (winter + interim) offered more than
diirty courses, each of which included a minimum of
forty-eight hours of study, a substantial degree of aca-
demic content, and a final evaluation. Students were
limited to one course, graded by the terms: honors,
credit or no credit, and were taught, in some instances,
by non-faculty. Not only did Winterim empower stu-
dents to get involved in their own education and devote
themselves to something that interested them, it was

also a cure for the winter doldrums. At the conclusion
of Winterim, the students and faculty spent a day and
evening of reviewing — with each other, parents and
the public — die experiences of the courses.

As a commitment to experiential and alternative
learning by Lawrence Academy, Winterim has thrived
by taking students "out of the classroom and into chal-
lenging activities to stretch their horizons of under-
standing," states David Smith '65, current director of
the program.

Independent study — instead of a regular academic
course — was available to students who contracted with
a faculty member and received the approval of the
head of the department. Students interested in study
abroad could participate in one of two exchange pro-
grams arranged by the Academy: Countesthorpe
College in Leicester, England, or Leysin American
School in Leysin, Switzerland. The Intercultural Action
Learning Program, INTERALP, which provided stu-
dents the opportunity to spend a full term in Greece,
Kenya, or Taiwan, was offered in 1975. One year later
an exchange program with Lakefield College School in
Ontario became available.

A reading/language center was also begun during
the academic year 1971-72, to meet the need for sup-
plementary reading instruction. English as a Foreign
Language, a basic course for those whose native lan-
guage is not English, was first offered at the Academy
in 1972-73. The academic program of the Academy was
now under the aegis of the curriculum committee,
composed of the department chairmen, the director of
studies, the curriculum coordinator, the librarian, and
the headmaster. The committee reviewed the needs of
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the school for programs, individual course offerings,
and faculty needs in relationship to the curriculum.

The curriculum of the department of the arts was
broadened to include diversified choices in art, pho-
tography, woodworking, crafts, media, music, and art
history. A number of the courses such as music history,
harmony or the media offerings, qualified for academ-
ic credit. The number of elective courses, particularly
those within the English and History Departments,
expanded rapidly during the early 1970s. Course titles
included: Poetry of Love, Black Studies, Satire,
Alienation/Isolation, War in Fiction, The Fifties, The
Future, and Chinese Communism.

Trustee Tenure and First Female Trustee

Symbolic and fundamental changes at Lawrence
Academy in the early 1970s also occured on die board
of trustees. The diemes of coeducation and diversity in
the student body were mirrored by unprecedented
votes of the board.

The board of trustees at their October, 1971, meet-
ing voted to amend the bylaws of the school limiting
their own terms of office from life tenure to five year
terms. Unchanged since the original charter in 1793,
the provisions for trusteeship now ensured greater
diversity. Expiration dates extending from 1972
through 1976 were determined by drawing lots. Each
year, the terms of diree trustees expire, allowing for
dieir reelection or die election of three new members
of the board. In addition, the board voted to honor
deserving retired trustees by electing them honorary
trustees. The group included Edgar Belden, George

Higginson, Malcolm MacNeil, Frank Tanner and
Charles Zimmerman.

The winter meeting of the board on January 14,
1972, was an historic event. Lucinda Weil Bunnen from
Atlanta, Georgia, parent of Academy student, Robert
Bunnen, Jr. (Class of 1973), was elected die first female
trustee of Lawrence Academy — after one hundred sev-
enty-nine years. Ms. Bunnen was introduced to
Lawrence Academy through her sister, Phoebe Weil
Frankin, whose son, Andrew Dejongh Franklin, was a
four year student and member of die Class of 1968.

Commencement 1972

A year over year comparison of die Academy is strik-
ing. Headmaster Williams' address to the graduates
described the year as "...remarkable...Things just
weren't the same...women have returned to the LA
campus and...enriched our lives....All of diis the result
of a kind of coming togedier, particularly on the part
of the faculty, which has enabled us to concentrate on
the development of an educational program which I
am confident will become increasingly productive in
the years ahead." Six girls graduated widi the Class of
1972 after a year in which coed recreation included
tennis, basketball, lacrosse and horseback riding.

The only changes to the faculty were three addi-
tions, a reflection of the calmer environment and
renewed spirit on the campus. When classes com-
menced in the fall, 300 students enrolled; seventy-
three of whom were coeds including thirty boarders.
Lawrence and Pillsbury Houses were converted to girls
dormitories.

Dormitories — need for cleanliness
stressed...Stop hockey games in dorms...No
animals in any dormitory after Christmas
vacation...Be alert to students who sign
up for weekends, draw considerable money
and then do not take the weekend...

Winterim — all courses go except
Witchcraft which is still up in the
air...Request for faculty to take a stroll
through the coed area to make presence
felt.

Faculty meeting notes,
December, 1971 and

fanuary, 1972

Winterim was created to give faculty
and students a chance to explore new
avenues of learning, to break down the
traditional model of teacher/student
relationships, and to give every one at
Lawrence an opportunity to challenge
him/herself in ways that might never
have been possible. Though certainly not
free of controversy over the years, the
program has met or exceeded all of our
expectations in term of longevity and
impact on the school.

John Curran
Director of Winterim

1972 to 1987
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Growing up I had often been the only
Jew or the only girl in a number of
different situations, so the invitation to
join the board as the first woman didn't
phase me. However, when lunch was
announced at the Algonquin Club and
they started to usher us in, they realized I
was part of the group and they would
have to set up the luncheon in another
dining room (that wasn 't exclusively for
men). I realized then that it was a very
important occasion for Lawrence
Academy. Since then many positive
changes have occured. I am honored that
I could have been there in the beginning.

Luanda W. Bunnen
Trustee, 1972 -1976

LAWRENCE RECEIVES N.E.A.
GRANT

The Lawrence media program has
been given a $7,700 grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts.
Matching grant-funds are to be raised by
Lawrence bringing the total to
$15,400...The grant will be used to set
up a course in documentary film...

Turningpoint
Feb. 23, 1973

But the most remarkable statistic about the student
body in 1972 was the number of day students (136).
The suburbs of Boston were moving closer to Groton,
particularly the high technology businesses west of

NRoute 128 which brought many families within com-
muting distance of the school.

A New Logo and Philosophy

The Academy catalogue was completely redesigned
in 1972 (it had not been changed since 1943) and a
modern geometric logo — designed by Director of
Development Sean O'Niel — replaced the Academy
seal designed in 1862. The new logo was superimposed
on a picture of the Statue of Mercury (a gift to the
Academy from the Class of 1930) and it appeared on
the cover of the Academy catalogue and various
Academy publications for the next ten years.

The new catalogue contained photographs (rather
than drawings) and brief essays on philosophy, com-
munity, campus life, government, social services and
communications. The history of the school, which
greeted the reader for more than a century, was moved
to the very end of the catalogue. Lawrence Academy
was now "a community of resources" with a modern
presentation of visual images and communal rhetoric.

LA II

The Academy launched an alternative educational
program in the fall of 1972. As a school within a
school, LA II was staffed by select members of the reg-
ular faculty and designed for students seeking alterna-

tives to traditional classroom methods of learning and
willing to assume the major responsibility for the devel-
opment and direction of their own education. After
completing the general admissions process of the
Academy, students then applied to the LA II program.
Designed around a contract which identified the
nature, purpose and anticipated results of the course,
enrollment in LA II did not preclude students from
participation in the regular Academy academic and
community work program. Lawrence II students did
not receive letter grades; they wrote self-evaluations
and received extensive written comments from the fac-
ulty sponsor, tutor or resource consultants.

The Lawrence II program received a grant from the
Braitmayer Foundation (under the auspices of the
National Association of Independent Schools) in 1973.
In addition to financial support, the grant sponsored
extended visits to the Academy by education special-
ists, psychologists and writers. The early recognition of
the Lawrence II program was a significant accomplish-
ment.

Academy Charter Amended

By an act of the General Court of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts on May 2, 1973, and signed by
Governor Francis Sargeant on May 14th, the Academy
charter was amended for the second time. (The first
amendment, enacted in 1846, changed the name of
the Academy from Groton to Lawrence.) The amend-
ment increased the size of the board to a maximum of
twenty-five trustees, eliminated the restriction on the
amount of property held by the trustees, and allowed
the tenure of trustees to be determined by the board.
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Twenty-six girls and seventy-one boys graduated
from the Academy in 1973. Two distinguished mem-
bers of the faculty departed: Richard Pickering and
Roy Davis. Pickering was a popular member of the fac-
ulty since his arrival in 1965 and he coached the 1972
varsity soccer team to an undefeated season (10-0-2),
the first in Academy athletic history. "After our final
win the team threw me in the cow pond," Dick remem-
bers. "I did not swim across, however, so it may not
qualify me for a place in history."

Davis retired after twenty-nine years at the Academy
and was honored in the yearbook as "a man whom we
feel has contributed toward making Lawrence a
unique learning experience." Davis was replaced on
the faculty by Charlotte J. "Chick" Doe (Latin and
Greek) who was among eight new members of the fac-
ulty which totaled thirty-three.

Enrollment totaled 298 in the fall of 1973: 153
boarding, 145 day and 92 female students. Forty-four
boarding coeds prompted the conversion of Dr. Green
and Loomis Houses. Sixty-one scholarships were grant-
ed which included eleven ABC students and seven fac-
ulty children; the total amount exceeded $80,000. A
newly established tuition loan plan enabled seven stu-
dents to attend the Academy.

When the board met for their annual meeting in
October, 1973, the president announced that it was
the 417th meeting of the trustees. His fellow trustees
looked at each other and wondered how Norman
MacNeil knew such an obscure fact. The answer was
simple: MacNeil had spent the summer reading one
hundred eighty years worth of the board's minutes. He
created chronological lists of the meetings, trustees,

officers and headmasters, and he excerpted significant
passages which he called "notes of interest." Such a
compilation of Academy facts had never before been
accomplished and, in notebook form, they were dis-
tributed to members of the board and faculty.

Planning Conference

On a Saturday morning in April, 1974, parents,
alumni and trustees gathered in the MacNeil Lounge
to begin a weekend of reflection and discussion known
as the Planning Conference. Initiated by an address
titled "The State of Lawrence Academy" by Head-
master Williams, the conference set out to define the
Academy and determine its direction and priorities for
the future. The agenda included remarks by Cary
Potter, president of the National Association of
Independent Schools, Bill McClennan, fund raising
consultant to the Academy, Richard Rhoads, president
of New England Business Services, and Arthur W.
Ferguson, headmaster emeritus.

The planning conference highlighted the end of
Headmaster Williams' five years at the Academy.
Although it was not designed as a tribute or promo-
tion, the two day event was all about money. Academy
debt stood at $260,000 — the result of unpaid loans on
the Grant Rink, the Ferguson Building, and operating
deficits for the previous five years. A small consolation
were the facts that half the schools comparable to the
Academy were also operating in die red during these
years, and thirty-four N.A.I.S. member schools closed.

A direct result of the planning conference was the
formation of the Development Committee in die fall

Mr. MacNeil announced that Fred C.
Gray, headmaster of Lawrence Academy

for thirty-three years from 1925 to 1958,
had died in Florida in late November,
1973. At the president's request, the
trustees rose and observed a moment of
silence in memory and appreciation of
Mr. Gray.

Trustees' minutes
January 26, 1974

...Mr. Gray's death...came to me as a
severe shock — So very much I owe to
him. He started me as a teacher and
what he stood for and imparted to me
"stuck by me" through the years. I'll never

forget him — he comes back to me as 1
write as visibly as if he were standing
before me — a real educator!

Leighton S. Tower
in a letter to Mrs. Gray,

September, 1974
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The Impending Demise of Waters House
and Other Plans

Eventual construction of a new
dormitory on the hill overlooking the
football field will replace the use of
Waters House as a dorm...Although no
specific timetable has been determined for
any of the projects planned, they will
commence as funds become available.

Academy, August, 1976

The [Fund Raising] committee, to be
known as the Management Committee,
has decided not to embark on a
traditional, professionally operated
capital campaign. Rather, it plans an
open-ended, carefully planned campaign
run without professional fund-raisers.
Mr. Russell predicted a busy year ahead.

Trustees' minutes
October 9, 1976

EYES TO THE GROUND
As the winter snow melts, many

students are becoming increasingly aware
of, and annoyed at, the faculty's lack of
ability to curb their dogs. The students,
however, are doing their best to cope with
the crisis by carefully watching where
they walk.

of 1974 under the chairmanship of trustee Dr. James
W. Dykens '39. Its members included trustees
Anderson, Blackman, Crocker and Russell; Edward J.
DeSaulnier III, '65, president of the alumni associa-
tion; and Arleigh D. Richardson III, Ph.D., parent
(Peter '78) and founding director of the National
Humanities Faculty. Trustee MacNeil, the headmaster
and staffers Madigan and O'Neil were ex officio mem-
bers.

The financial predicament of the Academy
improved in February, 1975, when a long awaited (and
litigated) grant of $90,000 arrived from the Martin
Foundation. The remaining debt on the Ferguson
Building and Grant Rink was immediately discharged
with the grant money and contributions from trustees
that were matched by Norman MacNeil and the
MacNeil Foundation. "The Academy is in its best finan-
cial position for some time," observed the president.

The Year of Women at LA?

Perhaps 1974-75 should be called the "Year of
Women" in the modern annals of Academy history.
Four of the five new members of the faculty were
women, Bigelow Hall was converted to a girls' dormito-
ry (the fourth), Women's Studies was one of the "team
taught courses" offered in the curriculum, field hockey
was introduced, and girl's varsity soccer emerged from
their fall campaign with a 6-1-2 record. Even the
unsung contribution to the life of the Academy by fac-
ulty wives was discussed by the board. Trustee
Blackman observed at the February 1975 meeting that
"the role of a faculty wife in various campus activities
has generally been taken for granted...! hope that

eventually a wife's role can be identified with reim-
bursement if appropriate."

First I.S.L. Hockey Champions

The girls had somediing else to cheer about during
the winter months of 1975: varsity hockey compiled an
unprecedented 18-3 record and captured the first
Independent School League hockey championship.
The coach was Robert A. Kullen, a member of the fac-
ulty since 1972 when he was recruited to the Academy
by his Bowdoin College roommate, Gordon W. Sewall.
One year later, the 1976 varsity hockey team repeated
the championship in the Keller Division with a 19-2
record.

Faculty Departure

Two academic department chairmen departed in
1975: Donald W. Morse (science) and Vincent P.
Skinner (English). "With his quiet manner, kindness,
understanding, and warm sense of humor," states the
1975 Lawrencian, "Mr. Morse has dedicated himself for
21 years to the Lawrence community with sincere
effort and concern." As the first curriculum coordina-
tor, Skinner's legacy at the Academy — particularly the
innovative programs Winterim and Lawrence II —
have stood the modest test of twenty years time. The
same yearbook describes: "Vin Skinner constantly
strove to achieve a quality education...[he] had a sin-
cere concern for the students he taught... [he] instilled
in his students a sincere enjoyment of learning...an
educator searching for excellence." Skinner moved to
the Millbrook School in New York and died in 1982.
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Alan Whipple's History of the Academy

An article ent i t led "The Found ing Fathers of
Lawrence Academy" appeared in the August 1975 issue
of Academy. The author was Alan Whipple, history and
French faculty member, school librarian, chairman of
the Curriculum Committee, member of the Executive
Committee, and author of two books recently pub-
lished by the Independent School Press: Research and
the Library, a textbook of historical method, and Le Pot
au Feu, a collection of readings in French, some origi-
nal, designed for use at the first and second year level.

The "Founding Fathers" article was the first excerpt
from his book — a comprehensive history of the
Academy which he conceived in 1971 but did not begin
until the summer of 1974. The second excerpt, "By die
Hand of Providence — Caleb Butler," appeared in
Academy, August, 1976. Whipple designed a Winterim
course in 1979 around die history book project and, in
1981, he organized a historical photo display in the
library foyer and established the Academy "Roll of
Honor." Comprised of trustees, headmasters, faculty,
staff, alumni or recognized friends of the school "who
have earned a special place in the memory of future
Academy generations," the first inductees included:
Clarissa Butler, James Gordon Carter, Nehemiah
Cutter, Francis Head, Samuel Holyoke, Amos Kendall,
Oliver Prescott, Michael Sheedy, Jr., Robert Heberton
Terrell and Rev. James Walker.

Academy Days/Groton Days by Alan L. Whipple was
published in 1985. It covers the years 1792 to 1801 and
represents the first of three books that Alan planned to
complete in time for die bicentennial of die Academy
in 1992-93.

Donald W. Morse, member of die faculty from 1954 to
1975. (Photo by Curds W. LeRoy '72.)

LA. FIRE BRIGADE
A number ofL.A. students, under the

direction of Richard Jeffers, have
responded to a call from the Groton Fire
Dept. in regard to. forming a volunteer-
firebrigade...

The Missing Link, 1976

TIMEFOR CONSIDERATION
It seems to me that the women of

Laurrence Academy are in a transitive
stage at the moment...self preserva-
tion...in a viale oriented and dominated
community has come into question... We
ask for equal rights, equal times and for
respect in attitudes concerning women as
equals...Are there ways that Lawrence
could make a healthier atmosphere for its

JaneE. Axelrod, Class of 1977
from the student magazine

Equal Time

It's too bad this is getting organized
when I'm a senior. It's a crime that
students are not being taught what people
think they know!

Student comment on a
questionnaire in 1977 about a

proposed human relations program
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The Whipple family in 1973; (left to right) Alan, Kurt '89, Erika
'88, Monica and Richard '87.

The sequel volumes were never completed. Alan
Whipple died on January 25, 1988, at age 54. During
the last fourteen of his thirty years at the Academy,
Whipple organized the Academy archives and became
actively involved with the Groton Public Library and
Historical Society. A description of Caleb Butler best
describes his biographer, Alan Whipple: "If his ambi-
tion had equalled his modesty, he would have become
eminent."

Record Enrollment

Enrollment set a record of 318 students in the fall of
1975 and it was the first year that the number of day
students (160) exceeded the boarding population.
Every available space was filled in the dormitories and
girls (109) accounted for one-third of the total enroll-
ment. Scholarships to seventy-three students amounted
to $121,820, the second year that amount exceeded
$100,000.

Seven teachers joined the faculty and a new student
government was organized in October to replace the
one that voted itself out of existence the previous year.
Bylaws were drafted that called for a town meeting
form of government with a representative body of
advisee group delegates. The new government man-
aged all extracurricular activities and appointed repre-
sentatives to the headmaster's advisory council and
faculty meetings.

Quo Vadimus?

The Development Committee submitted its final
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report to the trustees in February, 1976. Written in five
sections, it provided a brief history of the school, an
analysis of the human elements that form the school
community, a summary of academic and non-academic
programs and systems, an inventory and evaluation of
physical facilities, and a summary of financial consider-
ations. It identified needs, provided a rationale for
each, and offered a variety of options and alternatives.

Lawrence Academy had never before been so thor-
oughly analyzed. (The most recent evaluation report
of the New England Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools was completed in 1972.) The
Development Committee convened almost fifty times
and interviewed hundreds of people; the quality of life
at the Academy was on everyone's mind. During the
year and a half long process the committee's activities
directly and indirectly generated several changes: a
retirement program for staff; an evaluation program
for faculty; increased health insurance coverage; new
plumbing, wiring, fire alarms, and fire escapes in two
dormitories; retention of a psychologist for student
consultations; the beginning of an outdoor skills pro-
gram; a full-time director of the Lawrence II program;
additional faculty in the Math and Science
Departments; and increased offerings in music.

The Carlson Corporation, a full service architec-
tural, engineering and construction company, was
engaged by the Academy in 1975 to investigate possi-
bilities for solutions to the physical problems related to
the dining hall, the dormitories, the athletic and recre-
ational facilities, art and science facilities, and other
needs related by the faculty. Their report to the board
in February, 1976, indicated that the three principal
campus needs were: 1) a new, 40-student dormitory

complex; 2) a science-oriented addition to the class-
room building; and 3) an addition to and renovation
of the Gray Building. The "ballpark" cost estimate
came to a total of $2,240,000.

The Development Committee presented an overall
four stage program to the board in May. Stage one
($2,000,000) included renovation of Bigelow Hall,
expansion of the science facilities, repair of the septic
system, construction of a new dormitory and a student
center, and endowment to support faculty and staff
salaries and benefits. Stage two ($1,000,000) included
endowment, renovation of Sheedy and Spaulding
Halls, and construction of a temporary gymnasium.
Stage three ($2,000,000) included endowment, and
the renovation and expansion of the Gray Building.
Stage four ($2,000,000) included endowment, renova-
tion of the schoolbuilding, construction of a new dor-
mitory to replace Loomis and Prescott Houses, and
general campus improvements.

The board voted its approval with the understand-
ing that construction in each phase would begin only
after pledges had been made to cover the costs and
that endowment needs would be satisfied. (In every
stage the goal for building renovation or construction
was balanced by an equal goal for endowment funds.)
Trustees were appointed to chair the following sub-
committees: fund raising, Russell; science center,
Blackman; dormitory, Crocker.

The program and development fund drive, officially
entitled "The Third Century Fund" was quietly
launched with half a million dollars in pledges from
the trustees, friends and foundations. Within six

Bob Darling is irreplaceable. His
family and the school have suffered a
terrible loss, but no tragedy can take from
us that which we have already been
given. Ultimately Bob Darling taught by
his example — thanks largely to his spirit
and the strength we have gained through
our association with him — we mourn
but we will carry on.

Headmaster Williams
February, 1979

Mr. Blackman spoke eloquently on
behalf of Lawrence II and the concept
behind it. The Headmaster agreed to a
discussion at some point in the future
concerning the rationale for ending
Lawence II.

Trustees' minutes
January, 1980
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The advisor-advisee system is one that
many people on campus have come to
take for granted. In theory, the system is
a good one. It gives each student one
faculty member to go to with problems...A
good thing about the advisor system is
the weekly comment card session. One
student said, "I find that they are
helpful. They let me know where I stand.
If my card says I'm doing badly, I try
harder. That way I'm not surprised at
the end of the term. "

Spectrum, Jan. 30, 1980

James P. Holmes, Mathematics De-
partment Chairman, has been named the
recipient of The Robert W. Darling
Memorial Faculty Chair. The endowed
chair was established by the faculty in
memory of Robert W. Darling, former
Dean of Faculty, and is awarded for a
five-year term by the Headmaster in
consultation with an ad hoc committee
of the Board of Trustees. The purpose of
the chair is to recognize and support
excellence in teaching.

Academy, August, 1980

months the amount increased by more than $250,000.

Science Expansion

Ground was broken for the $400,000 science facility
expansion during the week following graduation. The
design included four new labs equipped for biology,
chemistry, physics, general science, and electronics;
one large multipurpose room convertible to three labs
or classrooms; a botany area, animal storage area,
weights and measures room, several project and prepa-
rations rooms, and a library. Teachers and students
moved into the new facility on October 8th, which
prompted the board to declare in their minutes: "a
remarkable achievement by all concerned, especially
the builder..." President MacNeil further remarked
that trustee Blackman's report on the science facility
expansion "was the finest report I have ever heard at a
trustees' meeting."

Bigelow Hall underwent extensive renovations dur-
ing the summer also. The entire building was rewired,
die central staircase repaired, and kitchens were added
to the faculty apartments. The "caves," the lowest level
of the building and recent site of die day boy's lounge,
was converted to dormitory rooms with a new bath.
Widi help from architect David Rowan, Class of 1962,
the project was completed before the opening of
school at a cost of $25,000.

The next priority for the Dormitory and Student
Center Building Committee was a new 22-student, 2-
faculty dormitory. Acorn Structures, Inc. of Concord
was chosen both as engineers and builders of die "liv-
ing space for people with a family atmosphere and

homey style." Even a site for the building was selected
— in the orchard above the football field — but con-
struction was predicated on "die receipt of sufficient
funds and/or pledges." Or was it?

The Academy community — especially the student
body — became more interested in the construction of
a student center before a new dormitory. In fact, the
demand was overwhelming. Since the advent of coedu-
cation in 1971, various attempts had been made to cre-
ate areas on campus for "healthy recreation." At one
time, even a nightclub coffee-house-style lounge had
been organized in the basement of Spaulding Hall.
But none of the solutions was satisfactory or lasting.
Students were constandy talking to each other through
dormitory entrances and windows — a chilling routine
for romance or scholarship in the dead of winter or
"tunnel mondis" (as they were described by the head-
master) . Priority was given to the student center over a
new dormitory in the fall of 1976 and a course was
offered to students interested in actively designing die
center from designer-contractor Douglas Sickul in
1977-78. One of the earliest student proposals was a
"log-cabin kit-type of building...behind the Gray
Building overlooking the football field."

1976 Football and Cross Country
Undefeated

Sixteen private schools organized athletic competi-
tion as the Independent School League in the 1970s.
Members included: Belmont Hill, Brooks, Buckingham
Browne & Nichols, Governor Dummer, Groton,
Lawrence, Middlesex, Milton, Noble & Greenough,
Rivers, Roxbury Latin, St. George's, St. Mark's, St.
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Paul's, St. Sebastian's and Thayer. The similarities in
the size of the schools, their philosophy, and their
approach to athletics guaranteed the immediate suc-
cess of the league. Member schools standardized ath-
letic policies, particularly in regard to postgraduate
students, practices and length of contests.

Of course, most of these schools had been compet-
ing for decades, if not back to the previous century
when a number of rivalries were established. The
Private School League — formed in the 1940s — was
composed of Groton, Middlesex, Milton, St. George's,
St. Mark's and St. Paul's, and it was around this "St.
Grottlesex" group of schools that the I.S.L. was
formed.

The first year of I.S.L. football was 1976 and the
Academy football team, coached by Gordon W. Sewall,
shared the championship with Belmont Hill. Six victo-
ries (Providence Country Day, St. George's, Roxbury
Latin, St. Sebastian's, Brooks and St. Paul's), no
defeats, and two ties (Rivers and Thayer) should have
prompted comparisons to previous, undefeated
Academy football teams in 1956, 1955,1931 and 1909.

Some of the football team's thunder was stolen by
the harriers who finished their cross country season
undefeated with a 10-0-0 record. The coach of the
team was James P. Holmes, a member of the faculty
since 1967, who not only taught mathematics and
served on the Lawrence II faculty, but was also respon-
sible for launching the Academy into the computer
age as its first computer science mavin.

By the spring of 1977, the Third Century Fund
totaled $779,450. Although a smaller total than the

committee had hoped to reach by the end of its first
year's effort, it was significantly more than the
Academy had ever raised before. The campaign was
still in its earliest phase of contacting exceptional
prospects. Development proceeded with die following
strategy: continue to raise funds specifically for die stu-
dent center and hope the problem with the Academy's
septic system would go away.

Pandora's Box

For as long as Lawrence Academy has been fitted
with modern plumbing systems, there has been a prob-
lem with sewage. Back in the nineteenth century,
sewage from the Academy often seeped onto Main
Street, causing considerable uproar from town officials
and residents. As recently as 1969, the "natural"
bleachers to the west of the baseball diamond on
Shumway Field were converted to an enormous leach-
ing field at a cost of over $60,000. The expectation that
it "should take care of the school's needs for many
more years" turned out to be "Pandora's box" in 1977
when the trustees' minutes reported "...grave doubt on
all sides diat the state would approve anydiing, new or
redone, on the present site."

Good news, however, percolated from the entirely
opposite end of die campus where, during the summer
of 1977, two additional playing fields were completed
on the lower section of the Spaulding-Stearns Fields.
The new athletic area for football and field hockey
practice was the final solution to a severe drainage
problem that plagued the lower fields for many years.

Student smokers feel that an indoor
smoking area is needed for several
reasons. Presently, smokers face the
health hazzard of inclement weather as
well as the inherent cancer risk. Another
reason for an indoor area is that it
would allow a smoker to sit down, have
a cigarette and review notes for his next
class.

Spectrum, Dec. 17, 1980

The Student Center does suffer from
some built-in problems. Many students,
for example, view the building as a very
cold and unattractive place, noting that
it does not possess a warm or friendly
atmosphere. Another difficulty is the lack
of heat. The small furnace is
supplemented by the Russian oven, but it
is little used because students are
unwilling to tend it.

Another physical problem with the
building is the lack of space for dances.
While it was built with such activities in
mind, the area provided is not large.
Dances were formerly held in MacNeil
Lounge, which provided adequate room.

Spectrum, February 25, 1982
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...Lawrence Academy's computer
acquisition...includes a [Digital
Equipment Corporation] PDP 11/44
CPU, the RSTS/E operating system,
eight video terminals, five graphics
terminals, and four printing devices,
located in a new computer-facility
room... Several additional terminals are
being located throughout the
Schoolbuilding to make computer
applications available to the Science,
English, and History & Social Sciences
Departments.

Academy, August, 1982

Arleigh Dygert Richardson III

He did not have an answer to the Academy sewage
problem — but he did have many answers about litera-
ture, curriculum and the direction of Lawrence II.
Arleigh Richardson was hired by Headmaster Williams
in 1977 as the new director of Lawrence II. Andover
prepped and entirely Yale educated (B.A., M.A., and
Ph.D. in English literature), Richardson was quickly
anointed by the students with the nickname "Doc"
because of his preeminent academic credentials and
his role in the production of West Side Story.

Richardson was among five men and four women
who joined the faculty in 1977. Twenty-six percent of
the student body (310) received financial aid which
totalled $178,000. The substantial increase was due to
a number of recent donations which included: $42,500
from the Independence Foundation, $50,000 from the
DeWitt Wallace Fund, and $19,000 from the sixth
scholarship fund weekend (its most successful).

Henry S.Russell, Jr.

Henry S. Russell, Jr. was elected president of the
board of trustees on October 15, 1977. Russell became
a member of the board in 1974 after having served as
president of the Parents' Association the preceding
year. Father of two Academy alumni (Sandy '70 and
Theodore '75), Russell graduated from The Cate
School and Harvard College (1950). Retiring President
MacNeil, who remained on the board, presented
Russell with a gavel he made from beech and apple
wood taken from campus trees that had been damaged
in an unexpected snowstorm in May. MacNeil recalls,

'There had never been a gavel for the president."

The Third Century Fund advance gift effort was
floundering. Although almost $800,000 had been
raised in "leadership gifts," it was far below the project-
ed amount of S2.8 million for that category of giving to
accomplish the immediate and intermediate objectives
of stage one and stage two. Three options were consid-
ered: extend the timeline, change the approach entire-
ly, or reduce the goal.

While these decisions were being made, Albert E.
Anderson tendered his resignation as a member and
treasurer of the board on April 27, 1978. His reasons
were concise and forbearing: the financial manage-
ment of the Academy was not being handled properly.
He strongly opposed the strategy of borrowing money
against the future receipts of the Third Century Fund
— a strategy that had already cost the Academy more
than $100,000 in interest expense. Anderson sent two
memoranda to the Executive Committee of the board
along with his resignation. Among his conclusions and
recommendations were: "The objectives outlined in
the report of the Development Committee, dated
February 1976, exceed the current financial capability
of L.A. to implement them...L.A. has not effectively
cultivated its alumni...appoint immediately a Finance
Advisory Committee...reorganize and increase in-house
development personnel..."

Third Century Fund

The Third Century Fund was announced to the pub-
lic in 1979 after five years of planning and preparation.
Area gatherings in eighteen cities commenced in
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February along with dozens of local gatherings. A let-
ter of announcement was sent in August to all alumni,
parents, and friends, which stated that "we are fortu-
nate to be able to announce the campaign with the
strength of our first million dollars already estab-
lished...! have no illusion that this will be easy or that
money will fall from the trees as we pass below." The
author of the letter, President Russell, and trustee
Norman MacNeil were co-chairmen of the campaign.
The case statement for stage one of the fund was the
most comprehensive development document in the
Academy's history and a goal of $2,000,000 by June,
1980, was established.

Curiously, die Development Committee that began in
1974 and fostered the Third Century Fund submitted a
final report to the board in 1979 widi die following poli-
cy goals for the Academy: 1) establish the arts as an aca-
demic discipline equal in value to other disciplines and
develop the arts as an integral part of the life of the
school community; 2) achieve maximum effective uti-
lization of the campus facilities on a full-time, year
round basis; and 3) promote more effective transition
for young people from adolescence to adulthood
through age integration. The board unanimously adopt-
ed the three policy goals and voted "to support the
headmaster in the implementation of the programs."
Task forces were appointed by the headmaster to study
"Age Integration" (John Curran, chairman) and 'The
Arts" (Arthur Blackman, chairman).

Age Integration and the Arts

One product of die Age Integration Task Force was
LApm, an evening program of academic courses, intro-

duced in the spring semester, 1980. Open to Academy
students for 1/6 credit per course (courses met for
eight two-hour sessions) and adults, the program
enrolled 57 adults and 17 Lawrence students in six
courses during its inaugural term.

A second product of the task force was the
Elderhostel Program that premiered on die campus in
die summer of 1981. The short-term residential educa-
tional program was taught by Academy faculty mem-
bers. Lawrence Academy became one of more than
400 colleges, universities, independent schools, and
other educational institutions in fifty states, Canada,
Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Norway
to provide this intellectual and social opportunity to
older adults.

Greater utilization of die campus continued in die
summer of 1983 when die tennis camp was discontin-
ued after twelve years and replaced by a day camp for
youngsters 7-12, a computer camp for 7-17 year olds
and two one-week soccer camps. In anticipation of
these programs, an outdoor swimming pool, immedi-
ately west of die hockey rink, was completed in June. It
was funded with gifts from trustees Ansin,
Chamberlain and Stone, and Richard J. Sennott '47.

During the four years from 1979 to 1983 the
Academy allocated more money to the arts and
required diat each student complete four terms of art.
Four new music practice rooms and a new dance stu-
dio were added to existing facilities. The dance studio,
built in 1982 on the former gymnasium stage in the
Gray Building, was a $20,000 gift from the Bruce J.
Anderson [Class of 1973] Foundation. Theater and
music productions became more bold, proficient and

On January 27 [1983] classes at
Lawrence were suspended and students
and faculty participated in a day-long
program of seminars and programs on
the issues of peace and war, making
nuclear awareness a genuine classroom
concern. Lawrence's Nuclear Awareness
Day was organized by the Fellowship
Group, students actively interested in
social issues, under the leadership of
faculty advisor Chick Doe...

The day opened with a keynote
address in Ginsburg Auditorium by
Robert Thaddeus Grey, Jr. '53, former
Deputy Director-Designate of the U.S.
Arms Control Agency...

The concept of a Nuclear Awareness
Day originated with issues raised in a
history course, Nukes and Commies,
taught by John Curran, History and
Social Sciences Department Chairman.

Academy, February, 1983
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challenging. "Art is not and should not be elitist," Art
Department faculty member Susan Leppla declared.

The Student Center, completed in 1980.

Student Center

Headmaster Williams began the eleventh year of his
administration with the groundbreaking for the stu-
dent center on the hill overlooking the football field in
July, 1979. Designed by Richard Tremaglio of M.I.T.,
the building was heavily influenced by student opinion
through design and woodworking courses offered in
the Art Department. Some students elected to work on
construction of the center as a year-round afternoon
project.

Progressive Architecture (March 1982) described the
building as "...a controlled sophistication. The im-
pression of accident has been replaced with the rigor
of intentional ambiguity and lucid demarcation...The
plan is a quilt of individual embroidered privacies mov-
ing gradually in a spiral from public to private, but
ever maintaining the tension between the openness of
a barn and the subdivisions of a house...At about cen-
ter point there is a Russian oven — which unlike a fire-
place offers heat to all sides...The slipping and sliding
extend completely to the outside...One wall section is
an operable garage door — 'to open easily like a fruit
stand'...The spatial overlaps, says Tremaglio, "are not
to force things into motion, but to urge people to it."

Architectural rhetoric aside, the building's design
and location continued to raise a number of critical
questions — but it was completed and officially dedi-
cated on May 17, 1980, a day which also featured a
spring arts festival, alumni reunions and the spring
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musical, Carnival. The arts festival weekend replaced
the auction-bazaar this year to emphasize the arts and
lessen monetary demands the Academy was placing on
its constituency.

In order to "get out from under" the combined debt
outstanding ($370,000) for the science addition and
the student center, the Executive Committee of the
board decided to borrow $362,000 from the Academy
endowment fund during the summer. The target date
for completion of the Third Century Fund was extend-
ed for six months — the same period that Headmaster
Williams took a well-earned leave of absence ("15,000
miles in a jeep through 33 states and only three nights
in a motel"). Sean O'Neil became acting headmaster
and J. William Mees assumed O'Neil's responsibilities
in the development office.

By January, 1981, the Third Century Fund totaled
$1,233,000 and $43,000 had been paid back to endow-
ment. The headmaster announced in an executive ses-
sion of the board that the rights to gas wells "which,
over a period of ten years, may generate revenue of
$100,000 or more" had been given to the Academy by
an anonymous donor. The donor, Peter M. Mark, a
member of the Class of 1964 and an Academy trustee,
stipulated that the money go toward the student center
and suggested that the building be named for Joe
Madigan, beloved friend and business manager of the
school for the past twenty-three years. Dedication of
the Joseph J. Madigan Student Center was held on
June 12, 1982. The gala event at once celebrated the
building (again), Madigan's retirement on August 1st,
and the end of the first stage of the capital campaign.

Third Century Fund was announced to the Lawrence
Academy community by Headmaster Williams in the
August, 1982, volume of Academy. The report stated
that the $2,000,000 goal was "exceeded by $92,709.96."
The number of gifts and pledges totaled 499 (222
alumni, 51 parents of students, 186 parents of alumni,
35 friends, 3 foundations and 2 corporations). Two
alumni gifts were substantial: the gas well rights (val-
ued at this time at $177,000) and the bequest of
Douglas Farnsworth Bunce ($667,501), a student at
the Academy from 1915 to 1918.

One important accomplishment during the last
three years of the capital campaign was the significant
increase in annual fund donations ($121,150 in '79-
'80, $175,356 in '80-'81 and $248,187 in '81-'82), an
essential contribution to the operating expenses of the
school. The awareness of Lawrence Academy was mea-
surably heightened by the first stage of the Third
Century Fund and the experience was a defining one
for the Academy. The information accumulated about
its alumni and development prospects was invaluable.

Administrative Changes and Departures

A number of administrative changes occured at this
time. Linda C. Deasy was appointed the Academy busi-
ness manager. Deasy began working part time in the
business office during the summer of 1970, accepted a
full-time position as bookkeeping clerk in 1973, served
as accountant, assistant business manager and eventu-
ally assumed full responsibilities for the management
of the business office in July, 1981.

...you may be glad to learn [that] the
Board .voted to establish a "Budget
Committee," which, of course, is in great
measure due to your efforts and

, recommendations and, further, agreed
that the Third Century Fund should now
proceed into its next, more visible phase.

Henry S. Russell, Jr.
President of the Board

in a letter to Albert E. Anderson
October 17, 1978

NO MORE GAMES SAYS
MATH CHAIRMAN

At the beginning of this term, Steve
Consolatti, the department head of math
and computer science, announced that
he would no longer allow the playing of
games on Lawrence Academy's computer
system. His decision has caused much
controversy and has divided the opinion
of the students using the computer
room...

"The computer room is supposed to be
a place of learning, " comments a
computer user, Francisco Enriquez,
"With all the games being made and
played, it seems more like an arcade."

Spectrum,' February 13, 1984

The successful completion of the first stage of the Sean O'Neil departed the Academy after serving as
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/ need a social life with people my own
age. Private school life is suffocating for
single people. I really love Lawrence, I
love the people and I'm going to hate to
leave it.

Susan J. Leppla
Member of the faculty

1980 to 1984

the director of development since 1971 and assistant
headmaster, an office that was established by a vote of
the board in February, 1982. O'Neil became the head-
master of the Chapel Hill-Chauncey Hall School in
Waltham. Gordon Sewall, director of admissions since
1973, became the director of development in 1983.
Sewall's successor as director of admissions was Susan
Decker Hendricks.

Friends, faculty, alumni and trustees gathered at
Brazer House on June 29, 1983, to honor Marion Head
for thirty-seven years of service to the Academy. Marion
continued the alumni work of her husband after his
untimely death in 1971 and managed the bookstore
until her retirement. "Marion was the last actively
employed direct link to the past," remarked the head-
master. "Lawrence was her family and she cared for it
with motherly devotion."

Evolution of the Board

Albert E. Anderson's resignation from the board of
trustees in 1978 (he remained on the board as an hon-
orary trustee) was a milestone in the modern history of
the management of the school by the trustees.

The first response to Anderson's constructive criti-
cisms was the formation in October 1978 of a Budget
Committee (apart from the existing Finance
Committee) made up of five trustees (chairman Al
Stone), the business manager and headmaster. Prior to
the formation of this committee, the budget was pre-
pared by only the headmaster and business manager.
Now the board could more fully understand the finan-
cial affairs of the school and make recommendations.

Beginning in 1980 all expenses and non-tuition
incomes were calculated first, and then tuition rates
needed to cover the difference were ascertained. The
tuition fees after the calculation of this new equation
were S6,700 for boarding and $3,950 for day students
— increases of $3,700 (125%) and S2,700 (216%),
respectively, since 1970.

It is only fair to compare these increases with the
change in operating expenses for the school over the
same period. The operating budget of the Academy
grew from $630,000 in 1970 to $1,485,000 in 1980 —
an increase of 135%.

One innovation predated the evolution of the board
— but only by a few years. Attendance of the alumni
and parents' association presidents at all meetings of
the board began in the mid-1970s. (The Executive
Committee of the alumni association met with the
board for the first time in 1895.) As non-voting guests
of the board, the organizations present reports and are
encouraged to participate in discussions.

A Personnel Committee was organized in 1980 to
study the quality of life for school personnel; their first
conundrum — compensation for dormitory responsi-
bilities. Faculty were added to the committee to get a
more direct expression of views and spouses were
interviewed (the most direct expression of views). The
committee recommended to the board a cash salary
increase for dormitory faculty which was accepted and
instituted.

During the next two years trustee committees were
formed to analyze financial aid, academic policy, annu-
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al fund and growth policy. The board became more
dynamic and its rapport with the administration and
faculty continued to improve.

Lawrence Homestead

In the fall of 1973, the Academy was approached by
James Lawrence and John Endicott Lawrence, direct
descendants of Deacon Samuel and Susanna Parker
Lawrence. The brothers, great-great-grandsons of
Abbott Lawrence, offered to give to the Academy a
portion of the Lawrence family property on Farmers
Row in Groton, known as die Homestead. The board
declined the offer because of the estimated cost to
rehabilitate the property and the current financial pri-
orities of the Academy.

Four years later, the Lawrences donated twenty-four
acres of the Homestead land along the Nashua River
to die Groton Conservation Trust. The land is known
as 'The Lawrence Woods."

James and John Endicott Lawrence approached the
Academy again, in early 1982, with a plan to donate
the property to a trust for the benefit of Lawrence
Academy and Groton School. The Homestead Trust
was established September 16, 1982, under die trustee-
ships of James Lawrence, John Endicott Lawrence,
Benjamin D. Williams III and William Polk, headmas-
ter of Groton School. Two apartments were created for
Academy faculty housing in 1983 and both schools
began to use die colonial mansion house for seminars
and social occasions.

The Homestead was actually the third to be estab-

lished by the family in Groton. The original John
Lawrence homestead (1662) was situated soudiwest of
Gibbet Hill and may have included property that
became part of the Academy campus. His son,
Nathaniel, established the second Lawrence home-
stead (1683) on die Mill Highway, now known as Old
Ayer Road. Both Nathaniel and his father, John, were
original proprietors of the town. The third Lawrence
Homestead was purchased as contiguous parcels from
1778 to 1782 by Captain Amos Lawrence, die grandson
of Nathaniel.

Samuel Lawence inherited the property from his
father, Captain Amos, in 1785. He erected the oldest
portion of the present mansion in 1798 on the founda-
tions of the old Tarbell house — die scene in 1707 of a
capture by Indians of three children of the Tarbell
family. The children were taken to Canada where the
girl was placed in a convent, and die two boys grew up
among the tribe, married Indian women and became
chiefs. Their descendants, some with the Tarbell
name, can still be found among the Caughnawaga
Indians in northern New York and Canada.

All the generations of Lawrences after Samuel
became Bostonians, beginning with his son, Abbott,
who inherited die Homestead after his modier's deadi
in 1845. The next diree generations to own die prop-
erty were all named James Lawrence, the middle of
whom was a trustee of the Academy (1876 to 1914)
and responsible for considerable additions to the
house that turned it into a "mansion."

The fourth James Lawrence, since Abbott Lawrence,
and his brotiier, John Endicott Lawrence, have contin-
ued this rich historical chronology with die Homestead
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Trust. It is a symbolic, spiritual, and historic connec-
tion of the two private schools in Groton — both of
which trace their origins and sustenance to the
Lawrence family.

"It Is Time for a Change"

President Russell called an Executive Committee
meeting of the board to order on the afternoon of
February 4, 1983. He announced that he had received
a letter from Benjamin D. Williams, III, tendering his
resignation as headmaster of Lawrence Academy, to be
effective June 30, 1984. "After recovering from the ini-
tial shock," state the minutes, "the Committee invited
Mr. Williams in to the meeting." Williams responded
to questions and was urged to reconsider. He simply
restated the reasons for his decision, and said, "It is
time for a change." The Executive Committee reluc-
tantly accepted his decision.

Williams' current recollections are less prosaic and
more poetic: "Living in a glass house, in one place, for
that long? What Ben Williams was able to contribute
had been contributed. My creative juices were not flow-
ing as well...I didn't want to overstay. The most impor-
tant person in a school is the person in the
headmaster's office and if they stay too long the quality
of that presence starts to slip and things start to slide."

The retiring headmaster delivered the commence-
ment address on June 9, 1984. "Prepare yourself for a
life which includes a commitment to others,"
Headmaster Williams chimed; 'The struggle to achieve
is more valuable and more admirable than the goal
itself." He cited ten graduates during his administra-

tion "who are constructively exercising their interests
and talents." The group included artists, a boatbuilder,
a special education teacher, an arctic scientist, and a
student who barely survived the Academy curriculum
— now doing A plus work in college.

The closing remarks by senior class advisor, J.
William Mees, a member of the faculty since 1977,
included a quote from the commencement address by
T.S. Eliot at Milton Academy in 1933. "It does not real-
ly matter whether we succeed or fail in life. This is as it
happens, but what does matter is that we should find
out the right thing to do and then do it, whether it
leads to success or celebrity or obscurity or even to
infamy."

The Long, Reluctant Goodbye and a Clean
Financial Slate

A reception for alumni and friends to honor the
retiring headmaster and his wife was held on the quad-
rangle the following day. Proclamations from the legis-
lature and town of Groton were read in addition to the
presentation of many gifts which included a Shaker
wall clock from the board of trustees. The case of the
clock, its wood from a cherry tree felled on campus by
the 1938 hurricane, was made by Eugene R. Gray,
Academy trustee (1978-1982), woodworking faculty
(1980-1986), parent (Louise '73, Eugene R., Jr. '75,
Peter '77, Winthrop '79) and neighbor (the present
Alumni/Development House). Gray's wife and the
mother of four Academy alumni is Constance Sheedy,
the daughter of Winthrop Sheedy and the grand-
daughter of Michael Sheedy.
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During the reception, trustee Vice President Al
Stone made a formal announcement that a group of
donors had extinguished all of the Academy debt
($125,000) in honor of Williams' retirement. Al Stone
presented die headmaster with a commemorative doc-
ument diat listed the donors.

The long, reluctant goodbye continued two days
later when one hundred twelve members of the
Academy community (faculty and staff members and
spouses) hosted a dinner party for Nan and Ben
Williams under an ancient oak tree at Doe Orchards in
Harvard.

The Williams family departed the Academy for
Pomfret, Connecticut ("the town we left fifteen years
ago") and contemplated dieir futures. Williams consid-
ered work in the conservation field — close to his life-
long studies of Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) —
but the telephone rang the next winter with a unique

opportunity. The headmaster of Worcester Academy
had abruptly resigned and the school was in search of
an acting headmaster for the rest of the academic year.
Williams was recommended to the Worcester Academy
board by his friend, Harvey P. Sargisson, Groton
School faculty member from 1944 to 1970.

Williams became the acting headmaster of
Worcester Academy in February, 1985, and was asked
by the board in June to stay on as headmaster.
Commuting from Pomfret, Connecticut, the non-resi-
dent headmaster retired from Worcester Academy in
June, 1991. Ben is the interim headmaster for the
1992-1993 academic year at Robert College, Istanbul,
Turkey — a coeducational private school with 942 stu-
dents in grades 7 through 12.

Benjamin D. Williams, III, was elected a trustee of
Lawrence Academy in 1989 and is the chairman of the
Academy bicentennial committee.
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The search for the forty-third head of Lawrence
Academy commenced when Headmaster Williams

tendered his resignation to the board in February,
1983. Al Stone became chairman of the Headmaster
Selection Committee, commonly known as the Search
Committee. Ansin, Barclay, Berkeley, Blackman,
Crocker, Graham and Russell rounded out the trustee
membership; Barclay '58 and Graham '63 also served
as alumni representatives. Faculty members of the
committee included Dean of Faculty Richardson,
William T. Murbach, and Christine S. Morrison. Non-
voting members of the committee included Iris Staub,
co-president of the Parents' Association Executive
Committee, and student government representatives.
All constituencies of the Academy community were
represented. Of course, Headmaster Williams was avail-
able for consulting assistance — also provided by L.A.
parent, David Kimpton, and the "headhunting" agency
Sandoe & Associates of Boston.

The committee sent letters to school heads, the
National Association of Independent Schools, and
other similar organizations. The committee convened
four times in the spring of 1983, primarily to define the
needs of the Academy and the process. By the fall, the
universe of candidates was reduced to nineteen, each of
whom was interviewed by two to four members of die
committee. Four semifinalists were invited to the cam-
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Cheers, whistles, and a roar of
applause greeted Lawrence students and
faculty when they arrived at Groton
School on May 10, bearing centennial
greetings. To celebrate the neighboring
school's lOOth anniversary, LA students
signed ten-foot long "birthday cards"
reinforced with plastic foam. With these
as wings, they constructed a gaily
painted biplane festooned with crepe
paper streamers. Bearing the plane, a
banner, and balloons, they marched to
Groton School. Lawrence sang "Happy
Birthday" to Groton, accepted a
centennial flag, and promised to return
100 years from now to do it all over
again.

Academy/ura« 1985

f. William Mees was named first
recipient of the Williams Family Chair
on June 3. The chair, established in the
spring of 1984 by the family of former
headmaster Benjamin D. Williams to
recognize excellence in teaching, is the
second endowed chair at Lawrence
Academy. The first, the Robert W.
Darling Memorial Chair, is currently
held by Charlotte Doe.

Academy, June 1985

Steven Laurence Hahn, forty-third head of the
Academy. •

pus for a full day of visiting classes, speaking with facul-
ty, administrators, and representative students. Two
finalists returned and spoke at evening meetings with
faculty, staff, spouses, and trustees. Committee mem-
bers visited these finalists at their own schools where
they talked with students, faculty, and administrators.

One of the many schools that received the search
announcement letter was The Derryfield School in
Manchester, New Hampshire, where it came to the
attention of Steven L. Hahn, the director of admis-
sions, director of development, a teacher (mathemat-
ics) and coach (girls basketball). Hahn, who had been
at the school since 1981, recalls, "I was not actively in
the job market but it had always been in the back of
my mind to head a school someday. I thought it would
be interesting to see what the search process was like."

Hahn sent his resume directly to Al Stone who
called a few weeks later. "We're interested in talking.
Can you come down to Townsend for a meeting with
me and Dick Richardson?" The meeting encouraged
their interest in Hahn; they suggested he take the
"front door" of the search process and interview with
die consulting firm.

"I went down to the search consultants in Boston
and had a different and more formal interview than
the one 1 had with Al and Dick," recalls Hahn.
"Essentially I heard that my chances were slim because
I was not from a traditional boarding school back-
ground and I hadn't been 'in the network.'" Hahn
went home expecting little. But the connecdon he had
made with Al Stone and Dick Richardson played out,
and Hahn became one of the final four candidates.
Nevertheless, after the next round of visits and inter-
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views, Hahn and his wife, Trim, shared the same con-
clusion: 'There's no way."

"When I became a finalist, my ego and my competi-
tive spirit, as well as a sense of the opportunity kicked
in, and I knew I wanted the position," Hahn confesses.
"The telephone rang just before midnight and it was
Al Stone. The first thing he said was, 'Do you have a
picture of yourself?'"

The board of trustees announced on February 3,
1984, the appointment of Steven L. Hahn as the head-
master of Lawrence Academy.

Steven Laurence Hahn

Hahn was born in 1947 in Newton, Massachusetts,
where he attended public schools ("I skipped die first
grade") until the fall of 1958 when he enrolled at
Roxbury Latin School. He graduated in 1964 and
moved on to Princeton University ("My years there
were die last chapter of its all-male era") and earned a
bachelor's degree in 1968. Although he wrote a thesis
on die international monetary system for his major in
economics, Hahn's passion was education and he
spent a great deal of his time helping to launch a
teacher-education program. In addition, the summer
of 1967 saw him travel to Denmark and Norway as a
group leader for Interlocken; "It was like my own small
school with cross-cultural experience as the curricu-
lum." During die four years following college, Steve
taught madiematics at Princeton Day School and con-
tinued to lead Interlocken trips — two more to
Scandinavia and one to Japan and Korea.

Henry S. Russell, Jr., trustee from 1974 to 1986, and
President of the Board form 1977 to 1984, presents a
gavel to his successor, Albert Stone.

On Cum Laude Day, May 7, 1986,
Williavi T. (Terry) Murbach was
awarded the Robert W. Darling
Memorial Faculty Chair...

In making the presentation, Head-
master Steven Hahn remarked that Terry
"has demonstrated excellence in many
dimensions of teaching — he embodies
genuine respect for his academic subject
matter, an impressive array of
intellectual and pedagogical skills, and
an intuitive understanding of his
students...As [English] Department
Chairman, he has set clear direction...

Academy July 1986

Sunday, November 2nd, was marked
by the dedication of the art gallery in the
Ferguson Building in honor of Ralph
and Gilman Conant 32.

Academy December 1986

Please don't park in visitor parking
on Powderhouse Rd. on Saturday. Make
room for the pachyderm.

from faculty meeting minutes
May 11, 1987
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Lawrence Academy is rooted in a
tradition of educational innovation. For
Lawrence, change is a tradition that
results from the faculty's courage to look
at what they do every day in light of the
compelling educational issues that
determine a school's fundamental
practices... We are fortunate at Lawrence
to have two conditions that keep the
school alive and healthy. The first is our
200-year history of self-examination and
innovation. The second is a faculty that
has the self-confidence to question —
and the courage to face the answers.

Alden S. Blodget, III
Assistant Headmaster 1987 -

Academy November 1990

...my greatest satisfaction comes when
I realize how a soon-to-be-graduated
senior has grown as a person during his
or her years at Lawrence. Academic
excellence, athletic triumphs, reaffirma-
tion of values, and friendship with peers
and teachers play significant roles, but
each student emerges with a unique
personal story. Thus, our school provides
its students with a strong foundation
without forcing them to fit a particular
mold.

Headmaster Steven L. Hahn
Academy April 1991

Hahn continued to expand his educational horizons
with a master's degree at the Harvard Graduate School
of Education in 1973. Having spent a year in trans-
Atlantic courtship of his future wife who lived in
London, he moved to England for a year of teaching at
a large urban comprehensive school. Steve and Trim
were married in the summer of 1974 and returned to
Hillsboro, New Hampshire, where Steve became the
co-director of Crossroads International, an offshoot of
Interlocken that offered summer travel programs as
well as a variety of experiential programs to small pri-
vate groups and public and independent schools.

Trim continued her studies, and became a first
grade teacher in 1976, as well as an advocate for early
childhood education, especially whole language and
process writing. The family grew during these years to
include Joshua, Rebecca and Dianna. Steve was elected
as a member of the Hillsboro-Deering School Board
from 1976 through 1981 and was chairman of its spe-
cial education committee. During the last year of this
public education work, Hahn studied at the University
of New Hampshire where he focused particularly on
organizational behavior and teacher supervision. He
then moved back to the independent school world
with his appointment at Derryfield.

The headmaster-elect addressed the student body of
the Academy for the first time on February 22, 1984.
"Being named Headmaster of Lawrence Academy is a
dream come true," admitted Hahn to the students and
faculty. "This moment will never come again — stand-
ing on this podium for the first time." The students
reacted with support, optimism — and honesty; "Mr.
Williams is a tough act to follow."

Steven L. Hahn's administration began in 1984 with
record enrollment (339 total; 161 resident, 178 day),
the largest endowment in school history ($1,660,000),
record financial aid ($393,000) to eighty-one students,
and a balanced budget that eventually became a sur-
plus for the year ($26,940). Tuition stood at $10,600
for boarding students and $6,900 for day students, and
the number of faculty totaled fifty. The geographic dis-
tribution of the student body was also unprecedented:
twenty states and eleven foreign countries, which
included Brazil, Canada, the Dominican Republic,
France, Indonesia, Korea, Hong Kong, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia, Thailand and West Africa.

President of the Board Albert Stone

Henry S. Russell, Jr. had informed the board at the
spring 1984 meeting that he would not be a candidate
for the office of president. For seven years Russell's
concern, commitment and accessibility set a new tone
and direction for the board with its guidance and sup-
port of the administration, faculty and staff. Albert
Stone, trustee since 1978 and parent of two Academy
graduates (Karen '74 and David '76), was elected presi-
dent of the board at the annual meeting on October
12, 1984.

The new president of the board and the new head-
master inherited two substantial "external" problems
in 1984: town interest in Waters House as a site for
elderly and low-income housing and the Academy's
disposal of sewage.
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Five faculty members are honored in 1990 for combined service of 147 years to Lawrence Academy. (Left to right)
George Raloff Peabody (appointed 1963), Richard H. Gagne (1959), Joseph Stanley Sheppard II (1965),
Richmond Baker (1955), Richard A. Jeffers (1961).
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In the latter part of my career in
education I have had a rare privilege. It
was to discover what it meant to offer
love to young people, some of whom for
various reasons had had all loo little of
it in their lives, and of course what
happened was that they, you, returned it
most gloriously. Few things in the world
can mean more than that.

Arleigh "Doc" Richardson
Graduation address

May 31, 1991

Lawrence Academy Profile
1991-92 Student Body: 330 Total: 158
Boarding, 172 Day; 134 Girls, 196
Boys; Classes: Seniors, 95;funiors, 105;
Sophomores, 85, Freshman, 45;
Faculty /Student Ratio 1:8.5; Inter-
national Students, 44; African and
Hispanic Americans, 17

Facilities: 92 acres; 23 classrooms, 4
science laboratories, computer center;
library, art gallery; 3 art studios; a re-
hearsal room which also functions as a
multi-track synchronous recording facility,
and 2 music practice rooms; dance
studio; theater; auditorium; woodworking
shop; dining hall; student lounge; health
center; 9 dormitories; student center;
gymnasium; covered hockey rink; 10
outdoor tennis courts; 8 athletic fields,
outdoor swimming pool for summer use.

Arleigh Dygert Richardson III delivering the
graduation address in June 1991, the year he retired
after fourteen years at the Academy.

Groton Elderly Housing

The trustees discussed the Groton Housing
Authority's interest in purchasing Waters House as
housing for the elderly at their annual meeting in
October, 1984. The board had responded to the first
inquiry in May by stating that "the school is not ready
to enter into discussions...until such time as we are in a
position to provide a new dormitory in its place."

The Groton Housing Authority, established in 1983,
was searching for a site that fulfilled strict state require-
ments for elderly housing no further than a half mile
from town services. Armed with a one million dollar
state grant for the project and the power of eminent
domain, the authority determined that the Waters
House property — east of the dormitory and barn —
was the only acceptable site in the town for twenty
units of elderly housing and five units of low-income
family housing.

Two considerable problems had to be resolved: sew-
erage at the site and the long-range plans of the
Academy. The housing authority needed to complete
the transaction in order not to lose the project grant
and future monies for public works which might
include town sewerage. On the other hand, the
Academy trustees needed to consider the future value
of the property for expansion of the campus, possibly
for faculty housing.

The issue was decided by the board on February 2,
1985. Lengthy discussion and procedural wrangling
preceded the final vote — "11 ayes, 3 nays, no absten-
tions." The Academy trustees agreed to sell the Groton
Housing Authority approximately two acres of land at
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the easterly end of the Waters House property for
"$100,000 and other considerations." The transaction
amount was the maximum land acquisition cost the
housing authority could incur under the terms of the
state grant.

Unfortunately, the transaction did not end there.
The housing authority withdrew its offer later in the
year "due to the fact that the land will not 'perc' ade-
quately." But they returned in January, 1986, to resume
discussions because of a new, anaerobic septic system
design (Chromoglass). The Academy board approved
the transaction for a second (June, 1986) and third
time (November, 1987) due to the renegotiation of
easements and engineering problems. The project was
finally completed in 1991.

Fixing Pandora's Box

After the discovery in 1977 that the leaching facility
under Shumway Field was not functioning properly,
more bad news arrived. Inspections revealed that water
was infiltrating the system and further compromising
its efficiency. The Buildings and Grounds Committee
declared in 1979: "Budget Committee beware!"

Water-saving devices and meters were installed
throughout the campus as the Academy community
practiced water conservation. The minutes of a joint
meeting of the Executive Committee and the Buildings
and Grounds Committee in November, 1984, illustrate
the severity of the problem; "...difficulties with the
Shumway Field leaching field prevent us from moving
any more students onto die main campus."

The optimal solution was connection to a municipal
system — an idea that began to circulate in the late
1970s. But would it be installed soon enough to solve
the Academy's problem? In January, 1986, die progress
report of Camp, Dresser & McKee (consulting engi-
neers in wastewater treatment) revealed the septic tank
and leach fields plugged solid — "almost to a stand-
still." The Buildings and Grounds Committee ended its
report to the board with a question: "Has the moment
finally arrived to bite the bullet?"

The two options at this point were the construction
of a treatment plant by the Academy (cost estimate
$300,000 to $500,000) or die temporary rehabilitation
of the existing facility with a hydrogen peroxide treat-
ment. The board voted in May, 1986, to proceed with
the latter — and wait for a long-term solution.

The summer of 1986 marked a turning point in die
dilemma. The Academy received a $100,000 gift from
an anonymous donor "specifically for the solution of
the sewage disposal problem." In addition the Groton
Wastewater Committee was negotiating with Pepperell
to tie into its facility which had excess capacity.
Chemical cleaning of the Academy leaching field was
completed in late July and designs for the town system
were well underway by the fall.

The temporary solution worked — right up to the
completion of the town system in 1990. The Academy
agreed to a $300,000 connection fee (read: capital con-
tribution) and the problem was finally solved (read:
flowed away).

Value of physical plant: $14,000,000

Library: 19,000 volumes — 42
periodicals

Computers: Macintosh SE20 personal
computers, Apple life personal
computers, Leading Edge micro-
computers

Financial: Operating Budget —
$5,650,000

Endowment: $3,300,000

Financial aid: $800,000

Tuition
1991-92 tuition
for boarding students: $17,800
for day students: $12,200

1991-1992 Catalogue
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PURPOSES AM) OBJECTIVES
The aim of Lawrence Academy is to

help students to learn and to develop a
sense of identity. Young men and women
need to understand the world, to
determine who they are, and to establish
a healthy set of values.

Through their studies, students work
to acquire, acknowledge and master the
academic skills that are essential for
success in college. The faculty and
curriculum are dedicated to developing
the students' capacity for creative and
independent thought.

Committed to coeducation of a diverse
population of boarding and day
students, Lawrence recognizes the
existence of many paths to learning.
Some students learn best by reading and
memorizing; some through actual
experience; some by pursuing a deep
interest. At Lawrence many paths exist
in partnership, and students are guided
to find the paths that are most effective
for them.

Athletic and extracurricular activities
combine with academic life to provide
opportunities for personal growth.
Students learn to work toith others, to
assume leadership responsibilities, and to
take constructive risks-

Lawrence respects young people for
who they are as well as who they can
become. Close relationships among
teachers, staff members, and students
with varied backgrounds, interests, and (Left to right) Ronald M. Ansin, Treasurer of the Board since 1980, President Albert Stone, and Headmaster Hahn

launching The Campaign for Lawrence Academy on September 27, 1991.
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Development and Planning

The Third Century Fund did not continue beyond
1982 for three significant reasons. Additional facilities,
specifically new dormitories (the last priority of stage
one) could not be built on the campus because of the
sewage crisis; the search for a new headmaster became
the consuming priority of the board; and, lastly, the
campaign wore out. The target date for completion of
die campaign had been extended more than two years.

With a new headmaster and president of the board
in place, the time was right to address the future of the
Academy again — in all aspects: school goals, student
body, physical plant, and faculty compensation and
housing. A Development and Planning Committee was
formed in 1984 under the chairmanship of Al Stone.
Alan Schoenegge, a member of a Boston architectural
firm, prepared a master plan for the Lawrence
Academy campus which was presented to the board in
January, 1986. It was a thorough campus audit, a pro-
jection of future potential for the physical plant, and a
helpful tool to address short-term physical needs. The
Academy addressed those needs intensively beginning
in 1986 widi the help of an anonymous gift of $372,000
(over five years) to upgrade the physical plant, acceler-
ate planned improvements and attend to deferred
maintenance projects.

Long-term planning and development were high on
the priority list of the new headmaster along with cur-
riculum development, faculty evaluation, improvement
of residential life, and a new compensation structure
for faculty and staff. Hahn defined his goals for stu-
dents as learning and developing "thinking skills, com-
munication skills, health awareness and citizenship."

The new Academy which had emerged during the
Williams administration was being defined and refined
by his successor.

The question "What is the quality of life at the
Academy?" ten years earlier had evolved into "What is
the mission of the Academy?" The next step in this self-
evaluation process was to involve trustees, faculty, stu-
dents, parents and alumni — all of whom met
throughout die winter. Each constituency produced a
report that covered the school mission, reaction to the
master plan, and projected goals for a capital cam-
paign (physical and educational — not financial).
Representatives of each group attended a two day
retreat in April 1987 to prepare a consolidated long-
range plan which the headmaster presented to the
board in November, 1987. The board voted to accept
the plan and authorized die Development Committee
to hire a capital campaign consultant.

At the same meeting of the board, the trustees
approved the purchase of die Constance Sheedy and
Eugene R. Gray property adjacent to the campus for
$485,000. The house, barn and 4.5 acres of land was an
extraordinary addition to the campus — in addition to
its historical significance (home of Michael Sheedy, Jr.
from 1888 to 1946). Today it is the Alumni/
Development House, which contains the offices of the
directors of development, marketing, and commun-
ications, their staff, and a faculty apartment.

A feasibility study for a capital campaign was con-
ducted by Wein Associates in 1988. It revealed that
additional work, especially among alumni, was neces-
sary before a major campaign could be launched. A
facilities study was also conducted, defining die condi-

aspirations lead to respect far individual
and cultural differences and to an
appreciation of achievement and
excellence in its varied forms.

1992-1993 Catalogue
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tion of all campus buildings and setting a schedule for
continuing maintenance and improvement.

Based on the master plan, policy goals, feasibility
and facilities study, Al Stone presented a case for a
major fund-raising campaign to the board for adoption
on May 12, 1989. The Development Committee recom-
mended raising capital for renovation and expansion
of the Gray Building to meet needs in athletics, the
arts, and residential life. A construction estimate
($5,500,000) and plans for the Gray Building were pre-
sented to the board in October, 1989.

The Campaign for Lawrence Academy
"Cornerstone for the Future"

The Campaign for Lawrence Academy evolved after
inevitable revisions and intensive planning. The first
phase of the campaign from 1991 to 1994 will raise $8
million in capital and operating funds ($5.5 million for
facilities, $1 million for endowment, and $1.5 million
for the annual fund). The second phase, expected to
culminate at the turn of the century, will focus primari-
ly on endowment growth. President Stone was selected
as campaign chairman.

A significant change had occurred in the building
plans during 1990. Rather than renovate and expand

the Gray Building, the decision was made to construct
a new 40,000 square foot athletic center west of the
Grant Rink on the Skinner property purchased by the
Academy in 1966. The design/build firm, Whipple-
Allen Construction Company, was hired for the pro-
ject. The relocation of athletic facilities will create
substantial space in the Gray Building for the arts pro-
gram, a more centralized health service, and modern-
ized dining facilities. Robert Arthur Stansell '71 was
commissioned to develop plans for the conversion and
renovation of the Gray Building.

The public phase of the campaign was launched on
September 27, 1991, when President Stone declared,
'The drive is off to an inspiring start. The trustees have
already committed a total of $2.7 million in advance
gifts and pledges, and with these funds in hand, we
have a strong case to approach otfiers in the Lawrence
community." The headmaster commented that the
unprecedented campaign "marks a reaffirmation of
those qualities that make the Academy special and dis-
tinguish us among independent secondary schools."

A ground breaking ceremony for the new athletic
center was held on May 15, 1992. "This is the first event
in the celebration of the bicentennial," proclaimed the
headmaster. "We are breaking ground for the third
century of Lawrence Academy."
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Lawrence Academy in 1992.





Appendix Academy Milestones
1635
1636
1645
1655, May 23,

1751

1763

1778
1781
1792, March

1793, May 17,

1793, Sept. 28,
1793, Oct. 17,

1793, Dec. 30

1797, Feb: 27,

1814

1821

Boston Latin School founded
Harvard College founded
Roxbury Latin School founded
Petition for Plantation of Groton

granted
First American academy founded in

Philadelphia by Benjamin
Franklin

Governor Dummer Academy
founded

Phillips Academy Andover founded
Phillips Exeter Academy founded
Association formed to establish

Groton Academy
First Preceptor Samuel Holyoke

teaches Academy classes in district
schoolhouse for five months

Groton Academy incorporated
First meeting of Trustees of Groton

Academy
First Academy schoolhouse

complete; classes commence
Groton Academy granted 1/2

township of land in Maine
Troy Female Academy founded

by Emma Willard
First public high school, English

Classical, organized in Boston
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1823 Female department permanently
established

1826 Mrs. Hannah Brazer bequeathes
$2000

1827 Massachusetts State Board of
Education organized

Academy library organized
1833 Oberlin College founded and first to

admit women
1835 Academy closed one year for repairs
1836 Dana House purchased
1837 First women's college, Mount

Holyoke Seminary, founded
by Mary Lyon

1838 -1848 Amos and William Lawrence
donations

1846 Academy building enlarged
1846, Feb. 28, Groton Academy name changed

to Lawrence Academy
Brazer House purchased

1854 Groton Public Library established
through the generosity of
Abbott Lawrence

1854, July 12, Jubilee celebration
1860 Groton High School opens
1864 Bigelow Hall erected
1868, July 4, Original schoolhouse burns down
1869 -1871 School suspended; schoolhouse

construction
1871, March 31, Second schoolhouse completed;

Academy reopens
1878 James Lawrence donates

considerable adiletic apparatus
1883, June 17, 90th Anniversary celebration
1884 Groton School founded
1893, June 17, 100th Anniversary celebration

1898, July 2,

1899, Sept.
1900

1918-1922
1922, Sept.

1924
1937

1938

1942
1947
1949
1955
1956
1956, May 27,

1957
1958
1963

1968
1969
1970
1970, Oct. 3,

1972
1980
1987

1992 -1993

Trustees vote to make Academy
a school for boys only; Academy
closes for repairs and
improvements

Academy reopens for boys only
Mrs. Emma Shumway donates

12 acre Shumway Field
Academy closed due to lack of funds
Academy reopens as result of large

bequest by Dr. Samuel Green
Lawrence House purchased
Spaulding-Stearns Playing Fields

acquired
Waters House willed to Academy by

Yssabella Waters
Pillsbury House purchased
Loomis House purchased
Fred C. Gray Building completed
Spaulding Hall erected
Prescott House purchased
Second schoolhouse, 'Old Main,'

burns down
Schoolhouse erected
Dr. Green House purchased
Sheedy Hall erected
Thompson House willed to Academy
Ferguson Building erected
Faculty residence purchased
Butler House purchased
Trustees vote to readmit girls

beginning fall 1971
Grant Rink erected
Madigan Student Center erected
Alumni/Development House

purchased
Bicentennial of Lawrence Academy



Preceptors, Principals and
Headmasters
Groton/Lawrence Academy
Samuel Holyoke
Henry Moor
Timothy Williams
Asahel Stearns
Leonard Mellen
William Merchant Richardson
Caleb Buder
Isaac Jones '06
Samuel Woodbury
Caleb Buder
Abel Conant
Ephraim Sherman
Eber Child
David Oliver Allen
Asa Farnsworth Lawrence '20
Elizur Wright
George Beecher
James Towner
Horace Herrick
Ezekiel Hale Barstow
Moses Hemmenway Wells
Rev. James Means
Rev. Matdiew S. Gordon
William Cowper Dickinson

1793
1794-1796
1796 -1797
1797
1798 -1799
1799-1802
1802-1810
1810-1811
1811-1812
1812-1815
1815-1819
1819-1821
1821-1823
1823 -1824
1824-1826
1826-1828
1828-1831
1831-1836
1836-1841
1841-1844
1844-1845
1845-1851
1851 -1852
1852 -1853

Charles Hammond
Rev. William Hutchinson
Alfred Boliver Miller
Rev. William Pope Aiken
Rev. James Fletcher
Eliel Shumway Ball '68
Rev. Nathaniel Thompson
Sanford Lyman Cuder
John Quincy Hayward '78
Alfred Oren Tower
Kate Isabelle Mann
Howard Henry Charles Bingham
William Steen Gaud
Arthur Josiah Clough
Rev. Howard Allen Bridgman
Fred Clifton Gray
Arthur William Ferguson
Benjamin Davis Williams III
Steven Laurence Hahn

1853-1863
1863 -1865
1865 -1867
1867 -1869
1871 -1877
1877-1881
1881 -1886
1886-1888
1888-]889
1889 -1897
1897 -1898
1899-1906
1906-1908
1908-1918
1922 -1925
1925-1958
1958 -1969
1969 -1984
1984-





Trustees
Groton/Lawrence
Academy
Oliver Prescott*
Rev. Daniel Chaplin • !
Rev. Zabdiel Adams •
Rev. Phineas Whitney •
Rev. John Bullard •
Rev. William Emerson
Josiah Stearns •
Henry Bromfield •
James Winthrop
Henry Woods •
Joseph Moors
Oliver Prescott, Jr. $ !
Samuel Dana
Timothy Bigelow • $
Aaron Brown •
Thomas Gardner
Samuel Lawrence • $
James Brazer •
Rev. Nathaniel Thayer
Joshua Longley •
Rev. David Palmer •
Rev. Stephen Bemis
Samuel Rockwood
Jonas Parker •

1793-1813
1793 -1827
1793-1801
1793-1820
1793-1825
1793-1801
1793-1811
1793-1811
1793-1796
1793 -1805
1793-1795
1793-1813
1793 -1794
1793-1813
1793-1794
1794
1794-1827
1795-1823
1796 -1803
1799-1820
1801-1830
1801 -1820
1804-1816
1805-1835

Caleb Butler • $
Luther Lawrence • a

Rev. Timothy Flint
Rev. Warren Fay • a

Rev. William Bascom
Samuel Hoar
Rev. Samuel Tolman
Joseph G. Kendall -
Dr. James P. Chaplin a

William F. Brazer ! -
Rev. James Howe • !
Rev. George Fisher •
Sampson V. S. Wilder
Rev. John Todd !
William Chaplin a

William Hillard
Rev. John W. Chickering
Jonathan S: Adams $
William J. Hubbard
Nehemiah Cutter a

Joshua Green • !
Benjamin M. Farley -
Rev. William M. Rogers
Rev. James Towner
Rev. Leonard Luce •
Rev. Hope Brown -
John Peabody
Augustus Robbins a

George F. Farley • -
Rev. Dudley Phelps

1807-
1811
1813-
1814-
1815-
1815
1816-
1820-
1820-
1820-
1823-
1825-
1825-
1827-
1827-
1827-
1830-
1830-
1830-
1831-
1831 -
1833-
1833-
1833-
1835-
1835-
1835-
1836-
1836-
1837-

1836
1839
1820
1830
1826

1840
1833
1827
1836
1840
1854
1833
1837
1831
1833
1835
1866
1831
1860
1867
1843
1841
1835
1884
1846
1851
1852
1855
1850
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Amos A. Lawrence •
Rev. Eli W. Harrington
Abel H. Wilder
Rev. James C. Bryant
William W. Tucker
Samuel Lawrence • ~
Rev. Luther H. Sheldon
Henry A. Richards
Abijah Edwin Hildreth •
Rev. Edwin A. Bulkley • !
Rev. John Allen
Alfred Hitchcock
Rev. Increase N. Tarbox
Rev. Daniel Buder
Tappan Wentworth
Edward A. Kelly
Rev. Lucius E. Smith
William R. Lawrence -
George Cummings •
Abraham Andrews
William Adams Richardson -
Josiah K. Bennett! -
Rev. Edward P. Smith
Richard P. Joy $
Rev. Elihu Loomis
Amasa Norcross
Rev. Lebbeus Rude Phillips
Watson K. Barnard -
Samuel A. Green • -
William W. Parker
Ezra Farnsworth -
Eliel Shumway $
Miles Spaulding !
Jeremiah K. Aldrich
Rev. William J. Batt • !
Amos A. Lawrence

1839-1860
1840-1853
1840-1846
1841 -1846
1844-1852
1846 - 1859
1846-1867
1846-1849
1849 -1883
1850-1864
1852-1858
1852 -1864
1853 -1865
1854-1863
1854-1863
1857-1878
1858 -1866
1860-1863
1860-1882
1860 -1864
1863-1896
1863-1874
1863 -1865
1864 -1875
1864-1871
1865-1893
1865 -1878
1865 -1868
1866-1918
1866-1871
1867 -1873
1868-1887
1868 -1896
1871 -1875
1871 -1930
1873 -1876

Daniel Needham • -
Rev. Benjamin A. Robie
George Samuel Gates $
James Lawrence
Rev. Edward Griffin Porter
Rev. Franklin P. Wood
Rev. Endicott Peabody
Benjamin Hall Hartwell a

Rev. George W. Stearns
Rev. John Barston
George Augustus Sanderson • -
Frederick Fosdick
Michael Sheedy $ a

Rev. Louis B. Voorhees !
William Amos Bancroft • "
John Henry Robbins -
Charles E. Bigelow -
Albert E. Pillsbury • -
Frank L. Blood !
Rev.J. DeWolf Perry
Elihu Goodman Loomis -
Rev. George M. Howe !
James R. Joy -
Huntley Nowell Spaulding • -
William A. Lawrence
Albert Milo Shattuck s

George C. Lee
John Silsbee Lawrence
James Richard McDonald • * ~
William P. Wharton
Rev. Howard A. Bridgman
John H. Manning
George S. Wright
Frank E. Spaulding -
Richard Lawrence *
James T. Bennett

1874-1895
1875-1887
1875 -1922
1876-1914
1878 -1900
1883-1899
1884-1908
1887 -1904
1888 -1899
1888-1894
1890 -1933
1894 -1899
1894-1946
1895-1901
1897-1908
1898 -1909
1899
1899 -1930
1899 -1929
1900 -1907
1900 -1930
1902 -1920
1907-1913
1907 -1955
1909-1925
1909-1918
1919-1924
1919-1925
1920-1934
1920-1922
1920 -1926
1921 -1945
1922 -1925
1922 -1934
1926-1940
1926-1931
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Francis G. Hayes !
Waldo E. Conant -
Howard A. Pease 1
Frederick W. Fosdick
Arthur Goss Kilbourn
George T. Little
Oswald Tower !
Rev. Charles E. Park
Gilbert Horrax
Alfred E. Stearns
Charles E. B. Chase *
Charles W. Varey
John Cushman !
Frank D. Tanner a

Ralph Conant •
Winthrop L. Sheedy $ a

Malcolm F. MacNeil *
James T. Ronan
Donald A. Martin a

Melville Fuller Weston *
Robert L. R. Eaton
J. W. M. Bunker
Daniel Needham • *
Carl A. P. Lawrence -
Raymond A. Ilg
Gaylord Paine -
Norman E. MacNeil • * -
Edgar P. Belden
Joseph S. Hayes $ -
Charles J. Zimmerman *
Albert A. Damon
George Higginson *
Francis P. Wilcox, Jr. a

Robert Osborn Fernald - *
Robert L. Feinberg -
Gilman Wright Conant -

1927-1932
1929 -1933
1929 -1942
1932-1935
1932 -1933
1933-1950
1933-1961
1934-1938
1935 -1949
1935 -1950
1935-1953
1936-1949
1941 -1975
1941 -1965
1944 -1968
1947 -1966
1948-1965
1950 -1952
1951 -1976
1952 -1973
1952-1961
1952 -1955
1953-1971
1954 -1973
1955 -1965
1960-1971
1960 -1983
1961 -1970
1963 -1976
1963 -1970
1965 -1973
1965-1971
1965 -1976
1966 -1983
1970-1982
1970-1982

Lucinda W. Bunnen
James W. Dykens a

Robert F. White -
J. Hugh Liedtke
Walter E. Heingartner a

John W. Beck a

Albert E. Anderson, Sr. $
DeWict C. Armstrong III
Arthur F. Blackman
Elizabeth C. Oppenhimer
Andrew C. Bailey
Ernest E. Blanchette -
Henry S. Russell, Jr. I •
Jeanne LaC. Crocker ! *
William D. Berkeley
Marion D. Campbell
Samuel Adams
Joseph K. Milnor, Jr.
Peter M. Mark a

Millie Clements
Charles F. Kaye
George A. Chamberlain III
Eugene R. Gray
Richard Mack $
Albert Stone * •
Charles Clough
Michael J. Robinson -
Ronald M. Ansin $
Deborah H.Jones
Robert M. Rosenthal -
Stuart W. Graham -!
Lee Johnson a !
Hilary Roberts Sessions
Kenneth P. Barclay a *
Bruce M. MacNeil -
Sandra M.Janes

1972 -1976
1972 -
1973-1991
1973 -1980
1973-1985
1974-1979
1974 -1978
1974-1980
1974-
1974 -1980
1974-1975
1974-1979
1974-1986
1975-
1975 -1984
1975-
1976 -1986
1976-1987
1977-
1977-1986
1977-1990
1978-
1978-1982
1978 -1988
1978-
1979-1988
1979 -1989
1980-
1980-1987
1982 -1989
1982-1987
1982-
1983 -1986
1983-
1984-
1985-
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David J. Rowan -
B. Barbara Boerner
John S. Desmond -
John S. Chiungos -
Elizabeth W. Schiller
Nancy M. Budd
Shawn Dove -
Jeffrey A. Hoch a

1985-
1986-1991
1986-
1987-
1987-
1988-
1988-
1988-

David I. Riemer -
Richard J. Sennotta

Benjamin D. Williams HI
Craig A. Arnold a

Harold W. Potter, Jr.
Christine M. Randazzo
Samuel Barnes Rowse -
Richard R. Blouin

1988
1989
1989
1990
1991
1991
1991
1991

Moderator/President •
Vice-President *
Treasurer $
Secretary !
Academy alumnus/a a
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