
 
 
The LA Health Center is sending you this important information about the current coronavirus outbreak. You likely 
know that there is a new virus, a coronavirus, which recently originated in Wuhan, China and has begun to spread 
to other parts of China and the world. As of today, there have been no confirmed cases in our geographic area or 
within the Lawrence Academy community. We continue to monitor the changing global situation and are closely 
following all developments as they are reported through the media and through the local and international health 
governing bodies. 
  
This new coronavirus can cause fever, cough and shortness of breath and can be passed from person to person. A 
travel history to areas where the virus was active within the previous 2 weeks of onset of these symptoms raises 
concern for coronavirus. Complicating matters, we are also in the midst of a typical influenza season in the US and 
the symptoms of that often include fever, aches, sore throat and/or cough and that too is easily transmitted from 
person to person. So, early identification of people on campus who may be showing symptoms of influenza and 
determining their proximity to any of the regions in the world where the coronavirus was active are things for which 
we are being vigilant. Therefore, students who develop fever, significant chills, sore throat and/or cough at school, 
regardless of travel history, should report to the health center, or call the OD if it is after hours. If day students or 
staff are home with these symptoms, please let the health center know so we can follow along and be aware. All LA 
community residents and staff are also encouraged to utilize and/or notify the health center as well if they develop 
symptoms. If students or employees develop a fever, it is important that they remain home until fever free for 24 
hours without medication. 
  

It is also important to continue to practice good self-care as well as hand and respiratory hygiene especially during 
flu season. Everyone should be focused on getting enough rest, staying hydrated, eating healthy foods, washing their 
hands often, and staying home (or coming to the health center) to rest if you are sick. Our building and grounds 
department has increased the frequency of cleaning public spaces and dormitories. For students in the dorms, try to 
keep your personal bathroom items contained and off the sinks so the areas can be efficiently cleaned. Utilize the 
supplies of sanitizer and disinfectant wipes available in the common areas as needed.  
  
The CDC and the US State Department have recommended everyone avoid travel to China until further notice. We 
encourage all members of our community to heed that advisory. This may impact students who planned to travel to 
China over March spring break. We do not know how this situation will change between now and March, but we 
encourage students and families to begin to form contingency plans in the event that the situation continues 
through March. Meanwhile, we at school will stay updated on all advisories and approaches to travel related to this 
health concern and will provide guidance to families in a timely fashion as appropriate. If you need help making 
alternative plans for spring break in the near term, please contact Dean of Students Andrew Healy or Assistant 
Head for School Life Libby Margraf so that we can begin communication and coordination. Appropriately, LA has 
cancelled our Winterim trip to China and is planning an alternate trip for that group. 
 
All of this information can be unsettling and cause understandable anxiety and uncertainty. Please reach out to the 
health center with any concerns and we will do our best to help. Our office contact is 978-448-6670. 


