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Lawrence Academy

March 2, 2020

To the Lawrence Academy Community,

As you are aware, we, along with so many other institutions, have been carefully monitoring and developing a response to 
the outbreak of COVID-19. Having carefully tracked and deliberated upon updates, recommendations, and protocols 
issued by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as well as other governmental and international 
bodies, risk management organizations and experts in the field, we have an important update to provide our community.

With great care, but also with great regret, we have decided to alter our plans for all of our international travel Winterim 
programs. Having already modified trips to China and Italy, we are acting more comprehensively to cancel Winterim 
travel to any international destination. At this point, we are maintaining our domestic travel Winterim programs, but 
we realize that circumstances beyond our control may force us to reevaluate this position as well. We understand the sense 
of disappointment students might feel, particularly seniors, for whom a travel Winterim might be a much-anticipated 
capstone experience. Nevertheless, the complexities of anticipating and navigating controls in unstable circumstances at 
various international borders with our own students from multiple countries presents an inadvisable risk. We do not want 
members of our community to be subject to any of the very challenging and difficult scenarios that could emerge in a 
situation that is so rapidly evolving and dynamic. 

As much as we would hope to recreate the unique circumstances of each Winterim, we know that our options will be 
limited not only for general logistical reasons, but because the uncertainty of circumstances compels us to develop simpler 
rather than more elaborate plans. Reshaping Winterim in these extraordinary circumstances will be a complex exercise, 
and since we still want to deliver as meaningful an experience to all students during Winterim as possible, we ask for the 
understanding and patience of all members of our community. As we have communicated previously regarding our travel 
programs, we have been actively developing alternative plans, schedules, and individual program itineraries. Acting in this 
comprehensive fashion now also affords a discrete period of time to finalize plans in a uniform way, and we will provide 
details regarding any further changes to individual programs as soon as they become available over the next week. 

Finally and importantly, we are also paying close attention to travel patterns of all of members of our community over the 
spring break period immediately following Winterim and beyond. We have already advised students from high-exposure 
areas and areas under travel restrictions not to travel home over the break, and as the situation continues to evolve, we will 
broaden that advisory as needed. As you know, we have received (and are very grateful for) the assistance of domestic host 
families to take care of some of our students, particularly students from Asia, during the first week of the break; and 
during the second week of the break, we will be opening campus to host students unable to travel home due to these 
restrictions and advisories.  

Looking beyond Winterim in an effort to be as prepared as possible, we will keep ourselves updated and informed about 
all travel plans of members of the school community, tracking further CDC general travel advisories and the further 
evolution of the COVID-19 circumstances and responses.

Understanding this is a lot of information to consider and process, we stand ready to follow up with more specific 
information about immediate matters and to answer questions as they arise. We thank you sincerely for your 
understanding and for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
Dan Scheibe, Head of School
Lawrence Academy


