
 
 
 
Dan Scheibe’s Assembly comments:  
 
Over the last 2 months, these assemblies have been as much a relief from the burdens of an 
unwanted normal as a reminder of community. And as we head into our last week of classes, 
we thought the need to gather would relax as we looked to the break from routine into 
summer. 

 
But the events of the last week and weekend call us together. If living in a suffering world 
has become all too familiar, this particular cycle of unrest and violence is tragically familiar. 
 
At worst, our current condition feels uncontrollable and resistant to any solution. But we 
refuse to submit to a world at its worse, and we must believe in our power to take action for 
the greater good. 

 
It is important to be a community—though not perfect, a place that is “for all,” that can 
come together with a sense of unity and purpose. It is important also to recognize the pain 
and vulnerability that we feel. And it is most important to acknowledge that all pain and 
vulnerability are not the same. 
 
Our country’s history of injustice and oppression is biased and unbalanced based on the 
color of human skin. That history is also long. Beyond the 8 minutes and 46 seconds that 
took George Floyd’s life, there are decades and centuries of systematic oppression. 
 
These painful facts were expressed directly and horrifically in this last week. It is hard to see 
and difficult to know what to do with. But here’s what we can and will do even today: we 
will use the tools we have, as Raquel Majeski will describe in a moment. 

 
· We need Concordia: unity over discord 
· We need moral courage: the exercise of conscience, strength, and perseverance 
· We need each other’s careful, deliberate presence and attention 
 
The beloved community is stretched and frayed, but we are still together. The quotation I 
used at graduation applies today: “I hope we can fill that space created by fear…and learn to 
be less afraid.” This moment needs love and learning, and the learning is never done. 

 


