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At a time when rigid societal norms seemed absolute, Deborah Sampson risked everything in search of
something better. Revolutionary, Alex Myers’s richly imagined and carefully researched debut novel, tells
the story of a fierce-tempered young woman turned celebrated solider and the remarkable courage, hope,
fear, and heartbreak that shaped her odyssey during the birth of a nation.
After years of indentured servitude in a sleepy Massachusetts town, Deborah chafes under the oppression
of colonial society and cannot always hide her discontent. When a sudden crisis forces her hand, she
decides to escape the only way she can, rejecting her place in the community in favor of the perilous
unknown. Cutting her hair, binding her chest, and donning men’s clothes stolen from a neighbor, Deborah
sheds her name and her home, beginning her identity-shaking transformation into the imaginary “Robert
Shurtliff”—a desperate and dangerous masquerade that grows more serious when “Robert” joins the
Continental Army.
What follows is a journey through America’s War of Independence like no other—an unlikely march
through cold winters across bloody battlefields, the nightmare of combat and the cruelty of betrayal, the
elation of true love and the tragedy of heartbreak. As The Boston Globe raves, “Revolutionary succeeds
on a number of levels, as a great historical military adventure story, as an exploration of gender identity,
and as a page-turning description of the fascinating life of the revolutionary Deborah Sampson.”
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiley
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In this Coretta Scott King Honor Award–winning novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with
the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the
country bitterly divided by racial tension.
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead
is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that
he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes
Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch
the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when
someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement?
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has been
raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over
the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses
to believe that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is
absent. And absent again. And again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—

start to take sides. As does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad
and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they had never considered before.
Written in tandem by two award-winning authors, this four-starred reviews tour de force shares the
alternating perspectives of Rashad and Quinn as the complications from that single violent moment, the
type taken from the headlines, unfold and reverberate to highlight an unwelcome truth.

